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J N T R O D U C T I O N. 



Tit E prefent alitloft genefai fubyerfion of 
public liberty throughout Europe, furniflics 
but tp6 ftriking and mekndholy a proof, of the 
toiimcrouBi and asitfhould feem irrefiftible caufes, 
which conduft men mto 4 ftate of political ilavery. 

liithcrto however, thefe caufes have been gra- 
dual in their operation ; and the introduftion of 
dclpotifm among a free people, has, till now, been 
a work of time, as well as the refult of an artful 
bnd infidious policy. 

Influenced by this confideration, a free people 
may often have been lulled into a falfe fepurity, 
withrefpc£t to their liberties^ the lofi of which 
they may have conceived to be an event too re- 
mote to difturb their prefent quiet; however the 
fate of other nations may have g^yfen them rcafoiv 
at fome period, to expeft it. 

They may have, flattered themfelv^^ they could 
be in no immediate danger, tUl occurrences ihpuld 
happen of a limilar nature, and the fattie fyftem of 
policy be pureed among them, which had in othipr 
countries been produdtive of the lof$ of frcedfmu 

B Forget- 
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Forgetful by what- very different means the fame 
ends may be accomplished, they might have be* 
held with the indifference of unconcerned fpefta- 
tors, meafures in reality of the moft dangerous 
tendency, yet whofe objeft they either miftook, or 
would not be at the pains of difcovering ; and, de- 
ceived by an apparent refpeft paid to the forms of 
their conflitution, they might have remitted that 
jealous attention, with which fuch a people 
ihould ever watch over their rights and privileges^ 
till they had fuffered the fpirit of it to have been 
fo far lofl, as to awaken from their lethargy, per* 
hajps to lament their folly, but too late to corred 
their error. * 

* Nor is it fui^rifing, that the bulk of a people 
fliould not be much alarmed at minute invafions^ 
^ of their conflitution, made at feparate and pro- 
bably diftarit periods of time. Encroachments 
on their political, as long as their civil liberties 
remain untouched, do not come fufHciently home 
to individuals, to awaken their refentment, and 
roufe that fpirit of oppofition, fo neceflary to flop 
the farther progrefs of the ufurpations of power; 
while a judicious prince will nOt attempt any frefh 
innovations, till the nation is become reconciled to 
thofc already introduced. Thus, together with 
the alterations in the government, change alfo the 
difpofitions of the people: the defigns of the 
governors, and inclinations of the governed, go 
hand in hand ; and tyranny may fleal as it were 
imperceptibly upon them, before they are aware 
of their dangen 
-' •' - - But 
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• But the late revolution in Sweden, whieh in one 
tlay produced a change as total, ias it was fudden 
and unexpefted : which in one day converted a 
government, fuppofedto be the moft free of any 
in Europe, into an abfolute rrionarchy : which 
Avas attended with a degree of facility in the exe- 
cution, to be equalled only by the expedition with 
which it^as accomplifhcd: vet accomplilhed by 
means, in appearance fo inadequate to the im^ 
pdrtance of the undertaking-i— This is an events 
which, while it deftroys thp grounds on which a 
free people may hitherto h^ve refted their fccurity 
with refpeft to their liberties, muft, at the famfe 
time, prevent for the iuture their any longer con- 
fidering the lofs of them as an objedt fo remote 
as to admit of the fmallcft relaxaticm of that vigi- 
lance, with which they fliould ever attend to their 
prefervation* 

An attention the niore neceflary^ as liberty> like 
honour, when onCe loft, is, for the moft part, ir- 
recoverably fo. 

If we look into the Hiftory of Europe, many 
ore the inftances which dccUr of free ftates lub- 
mittingi by degrees, to the yoke of defpotifm: 
but we feldom, if ever> meet with an iiiftance of 
' k nation once completely enflaved> having reco- 
vered their liberties. So that the commonly-rc- 
Ceived axiom in politics, that all governments 
contain within themfelves the principle of their 
deftruftion, feems unfortunately to hold good 
•only with refpeft to thofc of a popular ilature i 
while fuch as cftaMifli arbitrary power, appear, 
- B 3 in, 
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in a manner, exempt from the ftuftuatioti gettcf- 
rally incident to human inilitutions ; and to be 
no otherwise affeded by time, than to acquire 
(lability in proportion to their duration, 
' The reafon of this is fo obvious, as fcarce to 
jKcd its being pointed out. A free government 
ihould be the juft medium between the two exr 
tremes of de4>otifm and licentioufnefs i mA 
ihould equally avoid the opprcflion of the on<v 
and the tumult and diforders attendant on the 
other. But as there is an almoft natural tendency 
in the luiman mind to run into extremes, it will 
be found as difficult to obtain this jufl medium, as 
-to prcfcrve it when obtained : as fuch a govern- 
•ment forms, a fyftem coiiipof^ of a variety df 
parts, whlch'.ought to be duly fitted and propor- 
tinned, to each other, the mainlining of an equi- 
librium among thefe parts, is a point as eQential 
:to it? exiftence, ai it is di^cult to eompafs. Fcff 
this purpofe-, a (r^t people Ihould underftand a^ 
well as love their conftitutloni Ihould knowift 
-^wb^t true liberty confifh, as weU as poflefi ^irit> 
io 4e6»^d her when attacked j and have their 
mifi^!^ fuffici^ntly enlightened todired and mode*- 
rate that zeal and ardour, which ihould anin>at|^ 
.their breaA^ in the cauie 6{ freedom i but which, 
. if mirt^fttJ^iAed, by carrying them too gns^t 
lengdisi mig^t r^er crtdangcr the Ipfs, ;h^ 
fecyrc to them the pofleffioij; of it.; 
; Qa the ojher hand* dpfpotifmi more funple i(t 
ita f^ur^4Tiore uniform in its operations, is not 
iiabk to dioCc ini<;rn^ diforders, to -which free 
* " '\ ' ^ govern- 
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jp>*rcfnmcttts fo oftca owe their ruin. 3% oiey^ 
films up the whole duty of thofe who are bound 
jto live und^^r it. ' Whilft fear, ignorance, and prc'^ 
jud.ice, qualities by no means rar^ among man- 
kind, are, perhaps, as well calculated to render 
fhem gqqA fubjeas c^ fuch a govemn^nt, as the 
contrary qualities of public fpirit, rdblution, li- 
berality of mind, and freedom of fentiment, ar^ 
x/bvnd to be neceffary in thofe, who are happy 
enough to poflcfs a conftitution, the objedk of 
which is political liberty. 

It is not, therefore, to the complicated nature 
of a free, or fimplicity of a delpotic government, 
diftt we are alone to afcribe the precarious dura* 
jdon of the former, or ftability of the latter j but 
likcwifc to the number of qualities requifite in the 
^bjoSts of the one, in order to enable them to 
preferye it j whilft the other fpecies of govern- 
ment will maintain its ground, whether thofe who 
are fubje^ to it are pofleflSbd of fuch qualities qjr 
^ot. 

But, tt |hje fswne tin>e that.thefe reaibns ni^y 
fervo to account for the revolutions to which free 
ftatcs have ever bepn fo peculivly liable ; they 
plight alfo teaeh us to exped, that liberty would 
flourilh in proporticjfi ai^ tl|9 ff^^^ f>( mei) beoHne 
^lightened : that in an ag^ in whi(^ the prin-^ 
piples of fociety itfelf, have boen coofidered as a ' 
fcience j the nanire Qf govermpent analyzed, af- 
c^ruiined, and reduced in fome meafure to a fyi^ 
fern : when, confequently, in proportion to thtf 
progrefs made in this fcience, ^nd \o the general 
P 3 incrcrfe 
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incrcafc and diflfufion of political knowledge 
among mankind, ihe benefits refulting from free- 
dom, muft not only be more univerfally known, 
but likewife the means of acquiring or prcferving 
it, better underftood : in fuch an age, it might have 
been expeded, that liberty would have had fome 
altars erefted to her, where ihe had been forgot-* 
ten or unknown before ; and that (he would have 
become doubly fecure among thofe, who, already 
poflcflcd of her, were well acquainted with her 
value. On the contrary, we need only give a 
glance over the prefent ftate of Europe, to per- 
ceive, that the very reverfe of this has been the 
cafe. We Ihall find that liberty has been chafed 
from fome of the few afylums fhe had left ; and 
that in moft of the countries where monarchy was 
eftablifhed, the regal power has, ever fince the 
commeiicement of the fifteenth century, been 
conftantly verging towards that defpotifm which 
at prefent. prevails fo univerfally throughout 
Europe. So that arbitrary power feems to have, 
ri^etted her chains the more ftrongly oa the major 
part of the inhabitants of Europe, in proportion 
as they became more fenfible of the advantages of 
freedom. And they muft now content themfelve^ 
with admiring the few monuments of public li- 
berty yet extant ; while they muft patiently fub- ^ 
mit to that government, which the folly or igno- 
rance of their anceftors, had fufFered to. eftablifh 
itfelf too firmly, to render the deftruftio^ of it, at 
prefent, in any ftiape pra&icable. 
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Italy, once filled with populous and indepeodcnt 
cities, the feats of commerce, of riches, and of 
liberty, is, in general, governed by the hand of 
defpotifm. In the few ftates that ftill' retain the 
name of Republics, the bulk of the people, in ge- 
neral, fufFer a feverer degree of oppreffion, thai^ 
thofe are expofed to who acknowledge but (m^ 
mafter. 

The Swifs have indeed hitherto been indited 
ibr their freedom, to their mountains, t^eir po* 
vcrty, and their bravery. 

The ineffeftual ftruggles for liberty of thp 
Cortes in Spain, at the commencement of thQ 
reign of Charles the Fifth, anfwered no other pur-^. 
pofe, than to give that monarch an opportunity 
of laying the foundation of the abfolute power 
which his fucceflbrs have fince acquired, 

Portugal has ftiared the fame fate with Spain^ 
The laft revolution that happened in that kingdom, 
only gave the Portugueze a new mafter, but pro- 
duced no change in favour of liberty. 

In France, the ableft and moft enterprizing of 
her minifters, under one of the weakeft and moft 
timid of her monarchs, unfortunately made the 
deftruftioH of the fmall remnant of the liberties of 
that kingdom, which had efcaped the artful and 
infidious policy of Louis the XJth, one of the 
chief objeiSts of a long adminiftration. He fuc* 
ceeded but too well; and whatever was left un- 
done in this refpeft by Richelieu, was afterward^! 
?flfe6hi5dly compleated by Colbert* 

Bi^ To 
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To confidcr the little ceremony with whiciv 
the .French nwnarchs, at (his day, treat their par-^ 
liaAcnts, and the real infignificancy of thofc 
bodies 5 which are become rather the inftrymcnta 
of the power of the fovcrcign, than the gaardiana 
of the rights of the people r one could hardly 
conceive, that thofc very parliaments were once 
the reprefentativcs of the ftatcs-general of the 
kingdom, in whom the fupreme power was lodged, 
and whopofleflfed an authority nearly fimilar ta 
that once enjoyed by the ftates thanfelves. 

The prodigiQus fyperiority of the houfes of 
Auftria ^hd Brandenburg oyer every other powcx^ 
in the empire, certainly places the liberties of 
Germany, or rather |hc independence of the Ger^ 
man princes, on the moft precarious footing. The 
emperor, abfolute in his hereditary donunions^ 
(the generous fpirit of the Hungarians haying been 
long fince fubdued) fecms; to have no other huz 
riers^ to the increafe of his authority in the 
empire, than what his own moderation may U% 
down. It is certain, fhould their Imperial md 
?^"!?5^ ; rpajefties think proper to unit^ for th^ 
purpofeo/ carrying any particular pointy the com- 
§!^^ ^^^^^^ of >thc remainder of the Germanic^ 
My, woukl be fcarcply cap^le of refifting 

, . The maintaining of 4 balance of power among 
the (Afferent ftates of Europe, once confidemi ai 
ID.9!^?ft. gf .fuch ific^rtaricc bj^thcm^ icems> 
if we may jijdgf frOtfi tbk partkiow of. Poland, 
no ^ngcf to b? held in tl^c fame light : the apj- 
<- ^ ! * prehenfioi^ 
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pn^nfiim^ of the iyt oife i ^ ti o t .pf mf Jbftlga 
po#er» would cdnfequeoS^ pttrr^no obftade t«r 
the views .6f die idDOfrc^iiemioiieci xnonarcfas^ 
^jirhenever ambition ikatt piompt t&wi> or mcf 
hereafter |iieir liicceffors/ tb diviclc the i^oib pif 
|j|ie nx^rouft pet^ princes «f the empit^ 

The fate of Dantzick mxy filgtwife piroive a h^ 
(m tx^ the frer citiesi aqd t^ch tinem witar thef 
mc ffocdxf to eiped. 

In Holland die govenxment^ it is tnie^ misstif 
jsetains it^ fonh^ but> fhice the c^ce of fladholdGT 
}^zs been rendered hereditary^ it ieems^ in argmic 
ilieafure^ to have lo^ its fpirit. Attendve only to 
liieir nAercntile intetefts,^ relying for their fafety^ 
fMtt oft' (h« dByifibnr of their nelgHbours dmqi 
on thehr own ^ngtH» the Dutch appear no 
Jimgpr ^ pO%^ that mardtd and independent 
||>irit ^h|ch diftitigoifiied their anceftor^ > their 
^ttaiehn^erit tp liberty, whieh men feel ftrongeft 
Mien ft^t isi niQft'peffCbcutedi mxifthave abated 
^n a proportional degree ; {o tHat the authority 
p(^t Ibidholcter Udr fairtoeqnai that of any 
fbmeign in Buft'ope. 

Inland; the ncbilh^ of ^which^ 4t teaft> wm^ 
the £n6eft in the WorId> haet fdhm into the handtf 
of two'of the moft ahfolnte prineef now exifiin^ 
and iri«l «hi& of ath1fd> ^rii* nmybKcmieib 
wfei*i^er he jrfcafei. 

J^efmvithi a eentviry inee^ made a voluntary 
ft«««hdgf b^- its IMhIh ittwjr the habda of iti 

amnkk. i^Ht nmdm tsatpvusti of Rufia it 

'- And 



Digitized by 



Google 



And now. wc behold a cduntiy, generally iup- 
pofed to have poffeflla one of the moft free 
governments that ever was cftabliflied among zny 
people, which has in one day been deprived of 
that; government, and compelled to receive an 
abfolute monarchy in its room. Thus arbitrary 
power fcems, like a plague, to have fpread it- 
felf oyer almoft the whole face of Europe, 
from the coafts of the Mediterranean to the Ihores 
of the frozen ocean ; whilft in thdc' iflands> liberty 
ftill finds a fandtuary, as if the fea had proved a 
barrier to flop the progrefs of the contagion. 

Such is the prdent ftate of Europe, and fuch 
the progrefs made by d^fpotifm among itai inha- 
bitants» hitherto, indeed, with a flow yet ftcady 
and perfcvering ftep; but in this hA infiance with 
a fudden flride ; notwithflanding there feems. to 
prevail, in theprefent age, a knowledge of the 
nature of government, a freedom of fentiment, 
and a liberality of mind, not to be met mtk in 
any former period. 

On the other hand, it was in an age of dark-* 
nefs and ignorance, compared to the pfefent,^ 
that political .liberty was mofl univeffaily 
diffufed throughout Europe; an age in which 
men, ,» more accuflomed to aft than to de- 
fied, pofTefTed more fpirit to defend their free- 
dom, than judgment to lead theni to the truo 
means of preferving it : in which they had 
never confidered government as afc^encej were 
ignorant"^ of the natuife and principles of, pow^r 
and liberty) and umnftrufted by the fjtc of othci: 
:. nations. 
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nations, who, from having been free, bfld pafled 
un4cr the yoke of flavery, they could hot forelee 
iqch confequences to themfelves, and therefore 
epuld have had no idea of yarding againft 
tficm. V 

The period I allude to is from the beginning 
p{ the thirteenth to the clofe of the fifteenth 
century *. To confider the forms of government 
at that time eftabliihed in all the kingdoms of 
Europe j when the Spaniards told their fovereign 
in fwearing allegiance to him : " We, who are 
^ each of us as good, and all together more 
^^ powerful than you, promife obedience to your 
*^ government, if you m^xitain our rights and 
<^ privileges : if not, we do not." 

When a king of France, in the prelude to one 
of his ordinances, ^prefles himfelf thus, *^ That 
^^ as all men were by nature free born^ and as 
*^ their kingdom was called the kingdom of the 
*^ Franks, he determined it fhould be fo in reality 
^^ as well as in name J." To confider, I fay, the 

• Montefquieu, in fpeaking of the origin of the Gothic 
government, fays, '' Atfirft it was mixt with ariftocracy and. 
^^ monarchy ; a mixture attended with this inconveniency, 
'' that tl^ common people were bondmen. The cuilom af- 
«* terwardsfocqeededpf granting letters of infranchifements, 
*' and was foon followed by fo perfedfc a harmony between ' 
•' the civil liberty of the people* the privileges of the nobi- 
" lity and clergy, and the prince's prerogative, that I really. 
** thkk there never was in the world a government fo well 
<' tempered as that of each part of Europe, fo long as it \ 
V lafted." Vol. i, book ii, chap. 8. 

I Louis loth Ordon. tom, i. p. ^^if 

£ _fbrm3 
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^«m- rf govcrflmait then dbibHfficd throughout 
j;aroi*3-and^hich laftcd for the fpacc of mor^ 
ihaOi twb centurief, it muft affofd matter 'of afto^ 
4fttoQcnti hovr itwa$pofl!blc that natioas onoo 
poflfeffcd of the mpft independent fpirit, and tte 
moft cnthtiftafticlQii* <*f Kbefty,j(h6uld srfterwards 
hay« degjenerated infO t|ie tame ftrbjcds of arbiv 
^ary power. 

I ihall bc^ l«»yc to harard a f<iw irflefticms tD 
;ioc6iifit for thisi which I hope' will not be dcemwf 
^reigot to the main deflgnof ti^e prefcnt work, a| 
^y will fery^ to illnftrate what I fhall have t* 
fry hereafter, rdative to the government rf Swe-t 
iJcKi, afi4 the yariou3 revolutions jt has under*^ 
gone. 

. Had the' diffisrent fovereign? of Europe;,^ ac^ 
qttjjred aljifoltite authority over their refpedive 
iiibiit^M? diu'ing the cx>urfe of the eleventh or^ 
t^^fth ceiituric$, t Here are many reafon^ whrch^ 
upem a foperficiil yicWj wbul4 feem veiy naturally 
to account for it^ 

At thpfe^ pefiods, and fftr a confjdcrable tiqic 
previous to them, the feudal fyil^ m of . goverr^- 
ipeat^^ akm^ ilnivtrfaily eftablj&ed throughout 
^ttre^^ hdd dc^ttfcfated iiflE^ a multiplied ty- 
r&ritiy', and c<)nfe<iiiently the moft infuppt^it^le of 
^y. IrKc piurpation^ of the feiidal bturoi^, had 
ftripiKid. their : fovcreign* of jdoioft every pi«ro-r 
^mbf^ Md reduced them to a ftate, in whic}| 
^df ebWi liiiSitt pfottSt i j^cWjdc groaning bfe- 
neath the yoke of fervhu^i, rior pUriifli the* j^tty 
- t^fxip who lorded" it over |hcm with as mbth 

^ rigour 
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'tigduras.authorit;^^ ID: W)iUd toot have ^l^i^lj^ 
ita t|ie ieaft .^traordinarjr, ^i^thc lower Pt^ci^ 
of a nation ib circiimlt:ancedi;^i]git<;d to (ransfef 
this authorify from their refpcftive mafters to their 
common fovereign, and to have afforded hiin ^ 
the afliftancc neceflary to enforce obedience to it^ 
By this means they wQuld have .delivered them- 
tclvcs from the immediate oppreffipA of their. few.- 
dal lords (as tyranny is ever the more intoleri^bl^ 
the hearer ye are placed to its ceatre) |ind wouljl 
have had a fccret fatisfaftioa,. inlpircd by rcvti^^ 
in reducing their oppreObrs to a fityation forpe- 
what fimilar to .their own. , However,, when .t;h* 
,hi?map linind bccQines debafed to a certain degre^ 
fey the depreffion of fervitude, men are rendered 
not only incapable of executing any p)an to refcue 
themfelves from fo miferable a ftate, butev^ji 
of conceiving a remedy to the evil$ they la|)Qtir 
under. Happily for the generatiom who immcs- 
diately fiicceedcd them^ and pgrhaps too, ic|r 
aiofe few , nations ftill pofrefled of fr(^^Oi]fV thft 
expedient above-njentiqned did ;iot opcur ;o t^ 
\ o^pveffd people pf .thoife time? : a^d it Ka^ .fm- 
ing to other caufcs, none of wKichp^igiwtwf'IW^ 
thcip, that they, at leftgth^ ^nfxergcd frora,|hat 
wretched ftate of infigni|icahce a^^^ 
m which jthey had. fo lo^g been pUmged. ^ 

jSmphjg thefe, ^fet for^ by ?.5P^ft cl^^agt su^d 
r judicious hiftorianji rfic-formij^^ of cjty^ jniip 

*" A« fai'0eiimtrk> in the fflsl^ oP theitft 
it RoWtfon t ixtiS$ yfiimr vtitafttSLU offiiutjpe; * '^ '^" 

^ommwutiei^ 
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a>inniuhities> corporations^ or bodied politic^ and 
granting them the privileges of mtinicipal jtirif^ 
, diftion, was one of the principal. 

The inhabitants of citiesj whethef artificers of 
merchants, would naturally, from the circum-* 
ftances of £heir fituation, be morp independent 
of their lords than the peafants in the country, 
who cultivated the fields. Pofleffed of the means 
of acquiring riches^ and united together, as it 
were, in one body, their ftrength and cohfequerice 
muft have increafed with theif commerce j And 
the feudd monarchs could not fail to perc^eive, 
that they might, in time, be made very inftru- 
mental in curbing the licentious fpirit of the 
barons. 

It was with this view, that Frederick Barbarofla, 
in Germany; Loiiis Legros, in France ; and Hen- 
ry the fecond, in England, adopted the plan of 
conferring certain privileges on the inhabitants of 
cities in their refpeftive jurifdiftions. Thefe, un- 
der fucceedingmonarchs> acquired, in the perfoiis 
of their deputies, a feat in the council of the na- 
tion, and confequently a (hare in the legifiature 
of their country. 

' Here then a third power arofe in the ftate, 
which at its commencement would naturally con- 
. tribute to confer on the feudal monarchs, a fuffi- 
cicnt degree of confequence and authority, to ren- 
"der the regal power a check Upon the violence add 
oppreflion brfore exercifed by the barons. ^ but 
to whicht this point being compafled^ the latter 
, *• > might 
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ttilght in their turn have rccourfe, in order toftdp 
the too great encroachments of their fovereigns. 
Thus, as in England, Henry the fecond raifed the 
people in order to deprefs the ariftocracy of the 
nobles,, fo under Henry the third the baroris 
xwho rebelled called in the afliftance of tke' peo- 
ple, to infure their fuccefs againft the nmonarch. • 

Here then were three powers in the ftate, tlia*, 
by being-altematelyoppofed to each other, fortned 
a fpecics of balance 5 ffom which, during the 
^ace of upwards of two centuries, nFioft of the 
nations in Europe derived and enjoyed no incon- 
fiderable degree erf" liberty. 

But as chance had a greater fhare than deligh 
in forming this balance; as the objeft of the fove- 
reigns in taking thofe mealures to which it owed 
its birth, had been only to increafe their own 
power, not t6 eftablilh liberty among their fub- 
jefts; fo it was maintained rather by the mutual 
jealoufies that fubfiftcd among the different orders 
of the ftate, than from any conviftion in the miiidk 
of the people, of its utility and importance. 

Inftead of co-operating to form one fyftem f&r 
the comnK>n benefit of the whole community, 
thefe threcf powers a6ted more as rivals ; whoft 
chief objcft feemed to be rather to encroach vtpok 
the rights and privileges of each other, than at- 
tend to the prefervation of their own. As th^ 
vffax not afcertained with exaftncfs, neither could 
they be Icnown with precifion 5 confequently^ is 
that due proportion which fhould fubfift between 
xhc TO^tucat parts of a frec.ftate, mufl: hSv^ 

b«cn 
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.j^ veiy exjileocc <^ fuch ft^^ degmdh covl^ 
Dot be of loqg duratjoa. 

. Fcpm the very nature of <one of d^efc i;Jmqd 
.-powers, it bad obiriguily many adrafitages ev§t 
.(iie ot^r ,twai I mean ^tl^at of ^ oionarcKs 
whichy^withipme. other concucru^ circunvl^nc^ 
^^^eratod ;tgr .4?gr«9s to raifc it ip far abo^j as 
i^^ffiOf }fi %?»c nj^nipcr to. jwpiilf^ dwm, W 
^abfe^itfelfjot^t^ rqonp* 
., ,i|t, Tfr? ^ M pw»ft.qhvioi}>jdifierepc« /bfl- 
Jtfmn ^:Eit»F«5«*pf .4i«flVJj?jBcji, vwjd thw-of die 

nobles and the people, was ft^ unity j3ft|^£^ 
,mtT I ti;isai^, its beit^pqffpffiid,^ ffle. 

,.^.hc ^l#i9g «?f ;ii^terel|^.aQd d^ff«rcace oCopi- 
i*¥W a{n(MKthc.ii^diyi;4us^s;.9f.an^fife^ 
,f^U5|ig«fd wit;h fhe ;true principle* of gOvecnr 
jpjfnt,,^ in^ih^fedays pflpylar ^fienjljlie^ inuft 
^ve ^cq)' although, veiled ^ith ^ij ^mthfudiy 
fiqii9l tjo |hat.Qf,?he fov^eig»*ia(Mght havsejrcnder- 
^ s^raye the wi/eft ,f«H«ims, \wd defettfeed .thtf 
beft-cpiwertcd:incgf9r«&:, .,the pcinoe .l|ad only to 
.{pfp^^ire, agfi^ «4eii;yte j sheMd hvitjoaac^tad in 
l^ie^^iutpf incr^aii^ his ptvfit i toifhoiwesnx 
^;|^ds jyhic^ <jh«}d the xdoaof govemmeofi 
^(gjg^t cl^afig^ cfhQ.ikqe. 4>tHt! would always >(»n-» 
.^U^,4i|henp^fhQugh;with wi«)9j$iijc«rs, jac^ 
^.((^f^i^iifei^tj^iji^^e^.of )^eA«»BR(chs. ' 

^vai^ lojf <sFCu»>ftaooc« jwtoe, oi^jdie ton^ 

|P|y, miq^^ary, ;i^ ord^r • to.0(ve vi^uir andrf* 

]^;to-tI|e,9pf^Qr3 0fj^ (Other tvut <«leci.«f 

^1%^, ^Mei}, jyha h«d j)coa i£>: l a tdf.g«H «l 
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t>y the yoke' of fffvitud^, could, not jbut prefervd 
a fecret enmity towards sk^ir former tyrants ; and 
they .would naturally mpre eafily unite with theii* 
fovereign, to wImmh they were indebted for th« 
new importance they had acquired, in order to 
depress the nobles, than join with thefe to -check 
the encroachments of the prince. 

Yet, though it was to the fuperiority they had , 
contributed td give to their forereign over the ba-» 
rons, that the people were firft indebt-ed for their 
liberty ; in order to fecure the preferyation of that 
liberty, it was likewife nec^flary to prevent the 
too great depreffion of the nobles, which would 
have been the confequcnce of the too confiderable 
increafe of power in the prince* 

T|iere was a point, at which^ they fliodd haVd - 
ceafed to augment the authority of the latter, at 
the expence of the privileges of the former* Ac 
whichi they fliould even have affifted the barons 
againft their fovereign, in cafe h^ carried his pre- 
tenfions too far. 

But independent of the difEculty of afcertaining: 
this point, which required, perhaps, greater Ikill^ 
and more knowledge of the nature of government, 
than the jJeople could, at that time, have l^een 
poffeflcd of J in order to render fuch oppofition of 
any efficacy, it was requifite there fliould bp a 
union of two very different orders of men, be- 
tween whom, there muft have fubfifted nofmatl 
fliare of hatred and j6alaufy on one fide, and an 
equal degree of contempt on theothen tt would 
hjive been unre^fonable to have expefted unani- 
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itiityinan aflfembly ib compbfedi and unanimity 
alone could render them powerftiK The meafores, 
therefore, of the nobler and of the people were 
neceflarily fluftuating, their objeft tincertain, and 
purfued with caution and diftruft. 

On the other hand, there were no fuch obfta- 
cles to prevent the monarch's uniting with either 
of theodiertwo powers, as beft fuiccd his views 
or convenience. 

His meafures were not only fixed, ever tencKng 
to one end, but he was likewife poffeffed of a 
greater variety of means, to profecute them with 
cafe and certainty. To preferve an internal bal- 
lance of power, with the nature of which they 
were but little acquainted, fliould have been the 
objedt of the nobles and people ; to overturn it, 
was that of the monarch : It is not hard to deter- 
mine which of thcfe two was the moft difficult 
talk. 

adly. Though one of the confequences of the 
cftablilhment of the chriftian religion in Europe, 
was the enfranchifement of the peafants, who had 
before been flaves, fixed to the foil to which they, 
belonged; yet the corruption of that religion *, 

from 

* Wken the chriftian religi<m« fays Montefquieu, two cen- 
tmies SLgOfg became unhappily divided into Catholic, and 
Proteftant, the.people of the North embraoMi th^ Proteftanr^ 
and thofe of the South adhered ftill to the Cat^otic : the rea- 
fon is plain* the people of the North have* and will for 
evtr have* a fpirit of liberty and independence* which the 
people of the South have not ; and therefore a religion which 

has 
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feom theiabuCii of Popeiy^ coutribuc^ ^tohi^ 
hly more riian zay other circumftaircc, to facfliiate 
the execution of rfirdldigns fanned bf the Euro- 
peaiii mo^ch^ to acquiri^rabfi^te pa\^er. ^^The 
*' notiotf' (according to Lord: Bblmgbrc&dsobfor^ 
Vatioa) ^* conccmiiig- the- divine inftitution and 
*l.ii^t ;of kinga^ a$ well » the abfolute povrei' 
*\ bcldri^g to theiij officej hai% niifotmdatibairi 
*'. fa6t df teafoii, biit have arifcn froni ari bid al- 
*^ liancc hen*^eii ecckfktflacil andldvil pdlicy." 

This aUknce fprun^fcKim the veiy ri^lhire of the 
tiatholic religion : a religion, which claimed and 
obtdiiled tii^c moil abfolute etnpire over the con- 
iciendes of maiiikind^ dould ndt but be aii excel* 
lent iiifthimcnt in^ the hands of ^ itlorianchi td^ 
eftabiifli his authority by go^ming thrbligh the 
minifteni of it.. Thefe, on thb other handj muft. 
have percifeivieddiat their beft fecurity fyt preferv- 
ing theil- dignities,, wealthy and power, was? 
their giving the prince the fame authority ovct^ 
Uie perfons of their fiibjeds^ that they had ufurp- 
fcd over their minds. 

In return for the irrirriuriiticsi privileges^ and 
richcsi conferred by theii* fovereigns on rfie cler- 
jgy> thefe preached the dodtrines of pafflve obe- 

lias ho Vilible bead> is toor^ agreeable to the independency of 
the climate, than that which has one* Vol. II. Book 24th; 
iShap. 4; 

The reaibn given by Niontefquieu, why the Proteftaiit re- 
ligion is ntore favourable to liberty than the Cathdic^ is not 
the only one, though, perhaps, the only ofie he Could venture 
' to affign. 
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dience, non-rcfiftancc, &c. to the fubjefts of 
their benefadtori to whom they attributed a di- 
vine right to govern without controul. 

The priefts had likcwifc, perhaps, another mo* 
tive for this condiidk : that fpirit of enquiry and 
freedom of fentiment, which muft ever, in fome 
degree, prevail among a people pofiefied of civil 
liberty, might have extended themfelves, from 
political to religious matters; and this they ap- 
prehended would have fapped the foundation of a 
fyftem, built upon ignorance, and fupported by 
fuperftition. 

The monarchs and priefts playing thus into^ 
tach other's hands, were enabled to dupe the reft: 
bf mankind out ofwhatfhouldfeem their undien- 
able rights : and had not the reformation taken- 
place, and had thofe princes in Europe who pro- 
moted it, known, how much it was their intereft 
to prevent the introduftion of the new doctrine 
into their refpeftive realms, it is probable, there 
would not be at this day, a fingle ftate in Europe, 
pofleffed of the fmalleft (hare of political liberty, 
Heitry the Vlllth in England, and Guftavu$ 
Vafa in Sweden, did not perceive, that' by encou- 
raging the reformation, they deprived their fuc- 
ceflbrs of one of the chief engines with which they 
were to acquire and maintain that abfolute power, 
the foundations of which, they themfelves had 
taken fuch pains to lay. Charles the Ift would 
never have made fo tragical an exit, nor Sigif- 
mond c£ Sweden have loft hi$ crown, nor the 
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-States of Holland have fliaken ofF the Spanifh 
yoke, if the Catholic religion had continued to 
maintain its empire.over the minds of men, with 
the fame .authority as it had done for many cen* 
turics previous to thofe events; 

The violent perfecutions the proteftants under- 
went, from fpme of the European monarchs> and 
^he frequent attempts, of thefe totally to extermi- 
nate them, did not, perhaps^ proceed fo much 
from fan^ticifin, and a blind attachment to the 
Cadiolic r^igion, as from forefeeing that the new 
rioftrine, by making men acquainted with reli- 
gious, might likewife give them a tafte for civil 
liberty : in the fame mannei; a^ the priefts might 
have apprehended, that the deftrudion of preju- 
dices in politics, would probably be the forerun- 
ner of that of fuperftition in religion. 

Accordingly, we find thai: it was for the ratoft 
part in thofe kingdoms where the monarchs haci 
acquired the ^ateft fhare of power, :that the re- 
formation met with the moft violent -oppofition t 
on the contrary, Tvherc the authority of the prince 
was limited, it made its w^ with a proportional 
degree of facility, 

jdly. The introduiftion of (Undingi. armies 
throughout Europe, finaJly: fixed the authority, of 
the Sovereigns on fo fiitea ±»fis, :.afif tolrender 
Juiy refiftance to it from the nobles aadpcoplcb 
altogether ix^fiedual.. ' .; \— , - 

The luxury and love of cafe, confeqnent upon 

the introdudtion of cbanraerce and thclarts and 

\ ' C-3.. icicncet 
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fciences among the European nations^ inuftiiec^ ' 
farily have greatly diaMfiilhed that martial fpirit 
for which they had been before d|ilingm&ed, and 
ndiich made them difd^i^ any other oc^cupation 
than that of war. Men who had t^ed the ftrocts 
of peace, learned, ^e ufe of riches/ and acquired 
a rclifli for the enjoyments they procure, would 
natur^ly lofe in a great degree their ardour for 
military expeditions : but, as from the feudal in- 
ftitutions, they were bound to attend their fovcr 
reign whenever he thought proper tx> firnxnoh 
them; this probably gave rife to the expedient of 
paying him certain fums, in order to raife a mer^ 
cenary army^ ^hat they mi^t he exempt from 
perfonal feryice. 

' The feudal monarths coyld not be afo^ to a 
fcheme, which, not only by rendering their tnx^ 
more obedient and qiore immediatdy d^endent 
on tkemfeives, en^4^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^ "with greater 
vigour againft their ^lemies ahroiad |. but which 
tikewlie placed^ a force in their handa, that they 
tould render fubiervient. to the inaiatoiance of 
their dignity, aM augnntentation of their authorir 
ty at home. 

r^ Thusi:&a.vc cndeavoirfcd to point out the na- 
turjd* ileps .by which^ t|lercgal power has hitherto 
iiici^afed^iaiinoftof die kingdoms of Europe. -. It 
^'^gtovioiiafmrn- this View of them, that the igno- 
rance of the true principles and nature of liberty, 
fwhichfoisyailed apiong theinhabitams of Europe 
at the; time when their xcipeaive Ibvcreigns firft 
4*|d the foundation ofjfhat abfplute power, which 
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Uterr fuccfeffdrS mm efijoyj did ndt a little cbnte^ 
fe'tite to enable thofe pi4l&es to carry their dcfigns 
?nt6 execution. And had the rtiinds of men been 
equally enlightened at that period, as, frorti the 
ipreading of literature, they are fince become; 
liad they thin turned tSktir thoughts to the princi- 
ples of fodcty, andyn&rftood the true nature of 
a free govdrnrtettt ; it is probable, that for the 
l^p^ttefs of minkii^dj the genidl influence of li- 
ibdrty, W^uld now haf^ been felt over the whole 
"face of Europe, inftead of being confined to a few, 
a rtty few, and, comparatively fpeaking, inconr 
•ftdcrable pirts ^f it: but unfortunately, thi$ 
.knowledge his cometoo late for the major part 
tif its inhabitants to derive' any advantage from it. 
Arbitrary fwatver was aliieidy eftablilhcd among 
them on a fotindatioh t6b firm to be eafily ftiakcn, 
and too well prbtefted to be attacked with impu- 
nity, Tb them, therefore, it has, perhaps, an- 
swered no dther fend, than to make them fee thq 
defe6t| of -a giGJvernmfent, to which they are, not^ 
^withftanding, compelled to fubmit. 

But thii cafe is far otherwife with a people ftill 
ptiflfeffed of freedom, fo thefe a thorough know^ 
ledge of the true nature of a free government, and 
of the principles of liberty, is nbt only ufeful, but 
neceffafy, in order to enable them to forefee and 
guard againft the danger^ to which a free confti-? 
tution muft be cbhtirtually expofed. 

This knowledge is to be acquired only from i 

a»inute obfer^tttion of the fads with which hiftor^ 
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fv^ikes us acquainted; an accurate ex^ination 
of th6 various forms of government, w)iich have 
jBourilhed at different periods, in different part3 
of the glob<e, and of the various fate that has at- 
tended them. A multitude of thefe fafts h to 
-ferve as the bafis on which to build ^ fyftem, that 
will rediLice the fcience of laws and government 
to fome fibbed principle?. Every political eventi 
therefore, which tends to throw a new light on that 
fcience ; which points out a new foxjrce qf dan- 
gers to a free government -, and confequently, at 
the f^nie time, indicates the precautipns neceffary 
to be taken, in order to guard againll thetn, cer- 
tainly merits from a people poffeffed of fuch a con^? 
ftitution, the utmoft degree of attention: and more 
real ipftrudion i§ to b^ derived from an ©yentof 
thi? natiire, than from all the theories of theU" 
mofl: able politicians : for whatever thef$ m^ 
apprehend to be the probable pffeds of particu^- 
lar caufe§, or future confequences of particular 
^peafures, their conjedures muft ever be attended 
with uncertainty: on the contrary, when the 
event h^^ t^l^en place, it is eafy to trace effects 
back to their cayfc;5, and th^ir dependence upon 
each other becomes aaobvipus then, a§ it was bcr 
fore difficult to be difcerned, 

V Xhel^te revolution in Sweden is undoubtedly tf) 
i>c confi4ered in this light. A change fp imporr 
fant in iu objeft, produced by rpeans fo inconfir 
/durable ; an attempt of fuch apparent diffipulty in 
(i)^ory, yft 3Xten4ed with fwji facilitjr in the exer 
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cutipii; prefenting us fo bold an. ufbrpation on 
the one hand, and a fubmiffion fo tame upon the 
other, is not, perhaps, to be paralelled in any 
felftoiy either ancient or modern t» ' 

Where the objeft of a revolution has been a 
change of the foyereign only, not of the conftitu- 
tion, it has, like this, fometimes beai accom- 
plHhed without difficulty or oppofition. The de^ 
poiition of pnepince and advancement of another 
to the thrpne, can in general, materially affedt 
jthofe only ivho immediately furround their pcr- 
fons. To the bulk of the natio^i it is a matter of 
finall importance, whether an Alphonfo or a Pe- 
. idro, a Peter or a Catherine, wear the crown. 

But where the object of the change is to overturn 
jhe co;>ftitution itfelf, and eftabliih a government 

t Denmark, indeed, furniflies an inflance of a revolution 
fomewhat fimilar to this, 1>oth with refped to the obje6k of 
the change, and to the eafe and expedition with which it wai 
accomptifhed ; but i|t other points it was widely different,. 
There th# mei^fijre originating with the. people, was pro- 
pofed and carried into execution by the majority of the nation. 
Hert it originated with the prince, and his fubjefts^ were 
compelled to acquiefcc, whether it was agreeable to their in* 
clinations or not.— Xn the firft inftance, the only objeft c^ 
Vonder is, that the greater part of what was fuppofed to be je 
free people, could poffibly be induced to form fo extraordina- 
ty a rcfolution, as th^t of making a voluntaiy furrender of 
'their liberties ; but this refolution once formed, the eafe an^ 
expedition with which it was carried into execution, followed 
pf courfe. Jn the fecond, it was as natural to have expeae4 
that fuch an attempt \frould have met with oppofition, as in 
the firftcafe, it was naorally impofljblc there coujd have been 
liny. 
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?6hgi6r Ttht^ to Ac partHfl iittcndfts of a few indi- 
Vidiwls. 

The welfarebf u natiohis atftafcc, the Jlatc be- 
comes cortVdHed from the Center to the iremotcft 
^ts of it, and tfee ^Atcik fpciety receives > 
TBiock, whidi reaches from the greateft, to thte 
trtoft mfignlficant tof its members:— a thoufiha 
bfeftaicfes feirh td,{)re1fent themfelves to an eiiter- 
jprize, fo important in its confeqndictes, fo 'ixten- 
iGve in its dfe'fts ; the power of opinion, the forcte 
t^F habit, \that prfedile^ioii fo prevalent amoh^ 
mankind foi- what they have been long ac^uf- 
tomed to, might infcline a people, eveli uhddr 
the wofft of governments, to oppbfe any attempt 
to produce a change in that, which from thieir 
childhood they had been taught to refpedt, and 
^ere attached to, becaufe it was their^s ^. 

But that predileftion for the eftabliflied form of 
governmenti which, among thofe who atfe flib- 
jeft to def^otlc pbwer, mtift proceed from preju-^ 
dice, and be maintained- by ignorance j^ among 
the more enlightened inhabitants of a fuete ftatc h 
foxsnded on principle, and prefei^ed> from ifee fcon^ 
yrftion of the fuperior excellence of their gOvern- 

X When Schwiftol was elefted by the ioytn (or noUesL 
Czar of Ruflia^ he o^ered of his own motion, to ta^e an oatA 
by which he would bind himfelf, never to pot any Boyef tQ 
^eath without the cpnfent of jliis peers. Upon t|4s the whcde 
body 6f the Foyers threw themielves at hisTeet, and foppUr 
cated him not to depriye th^ Imperial crown of its juft rights^ 

ment 



Digitized by 



Google 



t ?7 3 

meit oy«r zxy other. Their attachment then to 
the iconffitutron b frequently trended With ^ zesd 
for its fafety 5 and their kjve of liberty, with a de- 
gree x)f enthufiafm, of which the tame breafts df 
thofe fubjeft to arbitrary power, are not, nor can- 
not be fufceptible. , \ ^ 
If, therefore, the fudd^ change dr any foirn of 
jgovernment to one of a contr^ nature;, is in kr 
felf an enterprize of fo difficult: a' nature, that it 
blight be expefted it would meet with oppofition 
pyen from the fubje<5ts of an -arbitrary Hate, whp 
could not but be benefited Jjy fuch a change-;- 
JHow are the difficulties piultiplied,;when the^- 
je^t of: the revolution h to deprive a people ctf 
what it is to jb<? prefumed their intereftsy their Wr 
clinadqns, their reafpn, and their paflions,*a&on<:^ 
4limU}at^ th^m to ,^ff nd ? An enterprize, one 
ifGwld; knagine, to be attempted only by a force 
|\ip?ri<>r to the united ftrength of the nation, 
^hof^ liberties wef? to be attacked, and to be itc- 
conqiplilhed only by flaughter and devaftatlon* ^ 
. Jii Qde dayi therefore, fo complete fuch a 
fh^ngie I ill ope -day jtadeftroy theefitablilhed coi^ 
^itutipn of a eoilntry; mi ere^t its oppofite in its 
iTOom; a conftitutidfi that ftppeated to be 
4j>e moft guarded agdnft the ptoffibility of 
fuch an event i at a tin^ that the pof^ul^r 
branches of the legiflature were in thfc fuUfcft 
•pofleffion of their powers ; at a time that the 
hand which ftruck the blow, was moft limitedi de- 
prived by the conftitudon of riches to corrupt,, of 
authority to awe, ,or of the difpofal of employ- 
ments 
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mcnts to influence: this is an event, which, prc*^ 
vious to its arrival, would fcarcdy have been con- 
fidered as poffible. Yet we now behold a young 
prince of fix and twenty^ at the head only of two 
companies of guards, undertake to overtwi;i the 
conflitution and liberties of his country i we be- 
.Jiold him accomplifh this defign, and eftablifli in 
the room of the conftitution he had deftroyed, 
]that very government, againfl: the introdudion 
^of which, his fubjefts had laid down every barrier 
that human wifdom could devife, and had, taken 
every precaution that'human forefight could judge 
cffeftual.. And this brought about by means, in 
appearance, foinadequatfe to the magnitude of the 
<3bjeft, by a force fo infignificant, compared to the 
eppofition, it might have been prefumed, the un- 
dertaking would have met with i that we Ihould 
be loft in admiration at the toldnefs of the 
attempt, and the addrefs manifefted in* the execu- 
tion on the one fide ; did we riot ^nd much more 
ample fubjeft for wonder in the tame fubmiffioii 
exhibited on the other. ic- 

- Though the royal authority in Sweden, had cer- 
tainly been, originally, too much limited by the 
form of government eftabliflied there in 17205 yet, 
from a ftriking defe£t, in that form, the king wa» 
not poflefled of any conftitutional means of pre- 
ferving the fmall fliare of authority that had been 
allotted him. 

Accordingly, from the many iaJterations and in- 
novations afterwards introduced, the power of the 
king of Sweden was abnoft reduced to nothing. 

One 
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One would hive , been tempted to imagine, the 
Swedes had dcfigned to revenge thcmfclves on the 
royal dignity, for the infult offered them by Charles 
the Xllth, who had threatened to fead orie of 
his boots to govern them i they, in return, fecm 
to have been determined to render their monarch 
of pretty nearly as n^uch confequence, as the 
mock governor that Charles faid he would impofe 
upon them^ 

Without money, power, or influence, the empty 
honours paid to his Swediih majefty, by giving 
jhim an apparent confequence at one time, ferved 
only to render his real infignificance the more 
mOjtifying at another. 

• A crown that conferred no authority : the title 
of king, with hardly the privileges of a fubjeft : 
in appearance,* the firft in the council of the na- 
tion i yet the laft whofe inclinations were con- 
fulted : expofed to all the mockery of an infiilent 
obfequioufnefs, dictated to upon bended kneeaf, 
and compelled to obey the moft humble requefts: 
poffeffed of all the enfigns of royalty; furroundcd 
by every external mark of power ; yet fuffering 
all the mortifications the real want of it could ex^ 
pofe him to : the firft could not but awaken am- 
bition in a mind fufceptible of iti whilft the latter 
could not fail to produce the molt ardent defwe 
to iha&e piF reftraints of fo humiliating a nature. 

Such was the ftate of the king of Sweden: 
every circumftance of his fituation was an incen- 
tive to an undertaking, from the failure of which 
he could lofe only an eppty titles but whofe fuc^ 

cefs 
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&e& ininred hkA the higheft re-did an* ^mbitiotid 
inind is ca^afade of receiving; 

tt^ was not therefore the richliefsl-of the prize be*- 
fiwe hin^ or the liiftof power, fo prevalent amohg" 
iiic generality of princes, which alone excited hint 
to undert^e fo 2u*dtious a ta£k| hoj it was tc^ 
emancipate himfelffrdm a ftate of thraldomi ta 
irhich even a fbbjeft in a free country^ would 
fcarcely have fubmitted. It was to fhdke off th^ 
moft mortifying fhackles that ever the extreme of 
jpaloufy could have incitcsd filbjefts to intpofe ; or 
to which the totsal impotency of the royal author 
lity could alone hare compelled a priricfe to fub^J' 
mit : fhackles that at once deprived him of tha 
power of doing right, or of the pofllbility of pre- 
venting wrong. 

Thus fHmulated by whatever could roufe a gene- 
nerous or inflame ^i ambitious mind, that his 
Swcdilh majefty fhouldihave madfe what muft fe^m 
fo bold an attempt, will ceafe to appear extraor- 
dinary. 

But that he Ihould have fucceeded; that hisJ 
fobjeds Ihould have fo tamely acquiefcedj furren- 
dered without a (hadow of oppofition> what they 
muft have been taught to confidef as the mofi: 
invaluable of bleflings: this, on a fuperficial viewji 
cannot but appear wholly unaccount^le. 

This event is not therefore to be confidercd 
merely as an objeft of curious Ipeculation : art 
inveftigation of the caufes which produced it ; at 
developement of the fecret fources of the aftonifli- 
ing facility which attended the aecompliftimentf 
I of 
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of it ; and an examination of thoie defeats in the 
late Swedilh form of government, which contri- 
buted to its fall } the refult of fuch an enquiry 
cannot fail to throw a new light on the fcicnce of 
government and true nature and principles of 
liberty : a fcience which fhould undoubtedly be 
the peculiar ftudy of a free people. It may ferve 
to reftify many miftakes which fome politicians^ 
who poflefs more zeal than judgment, are apt to 
fall into ; and whilft we may learn from it whence 
xeal danger is to be apprehended, it may quiet the 
ill-grounded fears o^ fuch, who without being able 
to comprehend in one view the whole of a fyftem, 
are alarmed at the partial defeds of the fmall and 
feparate portions of it which fall beneath their 
obfervation. And laftly, it will teach us, that how- 
ever well calculated a form of government may 
originally have been, in order to produce the great 
ends of political and civil liberty, the wifeft infti- 
tutions will avail but little, unlefs the pofleflbrs 
have fenfc to preferve, and fpirit to defend them. 
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Mrs X_ O it'. Y 
JRe volution; that Happened -in ^S'arei/jp^i 

ON THE I9TH O F . AUOU ST>. 1772. 
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C^faif^' ih fe^iew af the H^cry \<if tSivedm, pn^ 
vims fo. thfftab^9mnt^f the kite fBrip:(^govept^ 
m^titk, i^o^'^far m'rMtuto \any cbarngts^ m 

• fbecon/litutioHoftkat^ cfiuntryt 

\ ' " ...,.-. , '. ..*.■.*.* 

AMONG .the evcuta with whidi hiftory 
. makes, us acqpaji^ifed, fi^volutions in go-^ 
vernment; , and manners, ^^re at once .'the moft 
interefting and the moft iniimaiye. ,:.Th? lives of 
princes>.a QWalpgue, qf Jtheif reigns,. or detail of 
their battles, yidtofies, or'dc)feats,^are points racher 
of curiofity than utility to , the reader : but to con* 
vert the ftudy of* hiftory to a ufeful purpqfe, th<? 
philolbpher and politician will c^i:efu|ly iearch 
into the nature of iuch great events* in the aAnai$ 
of different countries^ as have been produdtive of 
any confiderable change in their cOnftitution, their 
Ciiftotnsj or their laws^ 

D In 



Digitized by 



Google 



e 34 ] ^ 

In proportion to the fuddcniiefs of fuch z 
' change, the example bccpmes more ftriking, at 
the fame time that the developing of the caufes 
which gave rife to it, appears more difficult. The 
final deftru£tion 'of a bmlding which, gradually 
decays, is fbrefeen ; and when the ruin at length 
falls to the ground, it creates no Airprize. 

In the fame manner, gradual alterations in the 
conftitQtioCi o£a comuty, Ccaxcelf iarttraft our no- 
tice: in thefe, the progreffion of caufes and efFefts 
is^IJtiDusk, and th^ et6nt c^q^eftedj or we are 
led to it by fuch infcnfible degrees>that though the 
change mayliave^comc total in the end, it would 
fometimes perhaps bc^hard to determine the pre- 
cife point at which it commenced. But the de- 

cKpedttloi^ tftac ikxne if th<^ ll#^» p^tp^ikiix^rf to 
^ cbang)^ andif^hich gift warfikig df ^ awnt» 
appeared to have been pfevioufly^tikcil^ i* Kke 
the fudden fall of an edifice which was preceded 
. by no vifible fymptom^of decay. Uhibfe at flrft 
, fi^t, td ^irfcdve the true caufes of ib ftirprifing^ 
iir revolution, we are apt to conclude that it muft 
have been altogether produced by the policy and 
d^figrts bfthofe ifrho Vere the apparent iuthofs of 
It; and to attribirte to the abilities atfd deep-laid 
Ichemes of 'pcrfons, ^hat was in fift either the 
heceffary confequehce of a peculiar fituation of 
thmgs I or the naturil refult of latent caufes, 
whidt^ froth being concealed, and frequently re- 
mote, dt(i not operate the^ tefe powerfully. 
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XJpOik 4 nearer e^^aminafton bowevier^ we flioil 
Und that it is impoffiUe for tbe abieft polittcian 
Cd compafs a change df ihift iiattlfas:^e^ aflifted 
by a Geitaift concurrence of circuirrtitnMs, irhich 
indeed he may ren^r ftibfervitM t6 4ik^ d^fign^i 
but which he canAoc create* 

He may, it is true, hafte^thcepefatioft 6f thefe, 
and bring forward effe£U whidi^ Wdulct ne* other- 
^iie hahre (6 ^edily taken place i but thiiEl i» all 
he can do; and he'i^ ik general^ no^Ufg tn<Ht 
than an ai5tor in tho£^ i^iiei^y ofwl^h^fiMN^^eans 
to be the author. 

Had^^is prcfent mj^efty df 8#edbi worh the 
crown during the firft year^ of die eftablifhment 
of^h€ late form of government of xhM country, 
k kpr<fyMt that neither hisf afa^itiest, poptlirH^r 
or dO()wii€e, would have obtained him the fuccdi 
that has fince attended Kim. 

What has been obferved hene, docs not m anjr 
ihapie derogate from the merit of thofe who, Ac- 
tuated by a noUe love of free<fom, have been the 
chief inttrunnenta of refeuing their country fr6iti 
flaveryj or from the abilities of othcris, who 
prompted by an ungenerous ambition, arid invited 
by opportunity, have accompJilhed the deftrudtion 
of its liberties. Difcernment to feize the moment 
beftrfuited to the undertaktr^, and Ikill to render 
circumftances apparently unconneded with, fiib- 
fefvient to the defigni fagacity tagQard againft 
the obftacles it might meet with in the execution ; 
aivd fpirit to contemn the dangers with which it 
might -be attended, are withoiift doubt requifite 
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:to thpfc, who takejtti a^ive part in revolutions 
.of this nature. It. only ferves to fhew^ that. in 
order t^^-^^^pver the true caufes pf a fu^den 
chajig^fc^f^l^igoverumejit of a country, it is not 
fufficient%i) ^examine thofe meafures .by which it 
was immediately acco;nplifhed : it is likewife ne- 
ceiTary^tio. enquire into the nature> origi%-prirtci- 
pks>^nd defefts of the government Jo deftroyed; 
to know how. far; it .was founded in the inclina- 
tipns J^^e peoj^e who were pofleffed of it; how 
f^r .fu|)pjrtcd by their .opinion^ an4 p;:eJH4ic^3; 
and laftly to become acquainted with thb genius 
and national character of.rtiofe who had f^ ;tantely 
fuffered; thenafelves tQ be derived of it, . \ 

; For thefe purpofe^ we «^uft go farther back into 
tl^ir hiftory than might- at. firft fight t appear he* 
ceflary In- giving an account of fo recent ^ event 
as the late revolution in Swedei) ;. ajid take a re- 
trofpeftive view of thofe, parts pf it; which relate 
tq any^ of the above-nrientioned points. .. ; 
. Th^^ate of that copntry h^s be^i^ xm^ jfingur 
Jaxly various, both wj^ph fefpe(5t to her. revolutions 
at home^ and th^ fig^?? ihe, has made at--dilFe* 
drenti^seriods. abroad. , .- ; . ? 

: ^.Thegoyernmei>t of' the hardy inhstlji$?ints of thij 
Jiorthepi. region has, like thjcir cliniate,,been ever 
in; extremes; iicfntioufly fr^e, or bordering- ofli 
defpotifm. ; Whi^ft at ope time their iove of lir 
Jberty.feems to be fhe^ir diftinguiihii>g chftrj^- 
teriffic; at another, they appear no.lgfs remarka- 
able fof ^he pbfequioufnefe and fervility of thdf 
fubniiflion -^q^^their mo^archs. , Jnijiatieat.of re- 
f.; * i C ftrain^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



[^7 3 

ftraifit, jealoDs to cxcefa of t%tregal^iwthoi*ity> 
and equally tonacious of their owit righlsrwe. 
fonactimes behold them tumultuoufty rife, and% 
like a torrent bearing do?;^n all before .them^ they- 
at once overthrow their fovereign,. and every bar- 
rier he hiad raifed to protedt the fmaU fliarc of* 
power he had been fuflfered to jpoflefs. 

At another, as if exhaufted by too violent ex- 
ertions, every fpark of patriotifm has been ex- 
tinguifhed among them: they appear patiently 
to have fubmitted to every fpecies of bppreffion, 
and to have been as refigned to flavery as if they 
had never known the fweets of freedom. 

In fhort, from fuch an apparent contradiftion in 
their national charaftcr, whoever contemplates 
their hiftory, will be tempted to injagine that two 
diftinft races of men had inhabited by turns, the 
fame country. 

Nor is there a lefs ftriking variety in the de- 
grees of '<!onfequence and confideration> pofiefled . 
by Sweden at different periods among foreign 
powers. Now burfting from obfcurity, we behold 
her prefcribing laws to the firft potentates: we 
perceive her armies, in imitation of the Goths 
their anceltors, over- running kingdoms and em- 
piresj depofing monarchs and bellowing crowns. 
We next view her funk into oblivion, if not con- 
tempt I her conquefts reftored, her forces with- 
drawn, we find the confequence Ihe had acquired 
as momentary, as her progrefs had before been 
rapid, 
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The fbpeiior gsniun o( fome af her monarchy 
the brtfeiy^ the hardine{s> and above all the dlT-* 
dpline of h^r fiddieiy, on many occafions infinred 
a degrse of fuccels to her anns^ of which there 
are few examples in the hiftories of other coun* 
tries. Her efforts, whenerer (he exerted herfeHi 
were violent, an^ often irrefiftible ; but as diey 
were difproportioned to her refburces, dicy ierycd 
^ rather to exhauft her ftmngth at home, than in*^ 
creafe her dominion abroad. 

From the moft brilliant vidories (he reaped 
little but honour) and after the mod important 
conquefts, ihe was frequently obliged in the end 
430 content herfelf with her native rocks. 
" The Swedifii hiftory may be divided into three 
periods. 

^ The firfti to conclude at the revolution, which 
placed Guftavus Vafa on the throne 1533. 

The %ond reaches from that event to the 
death of Charles XIX. in 17181 the thifd\&om 
that period to the late revolution in 1773,^ 
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SECTION It 

CMbdnimg a rniiw of the groernmenty cu/iomsy and 
moHuers if the Swedes ^ during ibe firft of the ft fe-^ 
nods. 

AT the time that moft of the governments in 
Europe had begun to accjuire a certain de- 
gree of ft^lityi that of Sweden ftiU continued in 
the moft flu^ating ftate. The kingdom was 
torn by civil diflfentions^ wafted by internal wars, 
and fucceflTively a prey to the ufurpations of fo- 
reigners, the amtntion of its nobles, and the ty- 
ranny of its fovereigns. 

In other countries the abufes,6f the feudal {y- 
ftem had been correfted or removed. The rife 
and progrefe of commerce had in thefe, given 
to the bulk of the people, a confequence and con- 
fideration that enabled them in a great degree to 
fliake off the yoke of the feudal barons, and to 
acquire that rank in fociety of which they had 
been fo long and fo unjuftly deprived. In 
proportion as the rights of the people were af- 
certained, the royal authority became fixed on 
a more permanent foundation: from eleftive, 
the crown was rendered hereditary; and as the 
minds of men grew more enlightened, ideas of 
public good, a fenfe of juftice, and the love of or- 
der began to prevail 
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But thefc great changes in thepoliqr and mao- 
ners of moft of the European . nations, begun 
among tl)em at the comipenpemept of the twelfth 
century, did not take place in Sweden till towards 
the middle of the fixteenth : fo that even fo late as 
at that period, ihe prefented to the reft of Europe 
a ftriking pifture of the diforders, confufion, and 
anarchy, to which all its inhabitants had been 
formerly e^pofed, . 

The whole hiftory therefore of the period un- 
der review, furnifhes only a detail of intef^ine 
commotions, rebellions, and revplutions, acconj- 
panied by aU the calamities which tljefe aeccira- 
rily carry in their train.- ' 

Though perhaps it will not prove a grateful 
tafk, to look back and cpntemplatp /cp^cs jof fq 
djfagreeable a, nature, yet ^t is amidft the con- 
fufion and diforders there e?chibited, that we are 
to fearch for pj^e origippf the late Swedifli form 
of government. . It is there we Ihall difcover t^e 
genius and national charafter of the Swedes, and 
in them the truefources of the revolutions to 
which their country has ever beenfo fybjed. It is 
fhere too. we Ihall find, however remote they may 
appear, fome of the caufes of the afionifliing fa- 
cility with which the laft was . accomplifhed. • 

When we take a view of the Swedilh form of go- 
vernment, during the period we are .treating of, 
we fliould at firft fight be apt to giye it the pre- 
ference over any other at that time'known. 

Inftead of the rigour of an oppreffive ariftp, 
fracy, confpicuous wherever the feudal fyftem pre- 
vailed^ 
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ysLih^i we perceive, a conftitution in which the 
body of the people poflcflted a Ihare io confidera* 
t>le as to render them in a great degree indq)endent 
of their fuperiors. 

We perceive the fupremc power iftitheit lodged 
in the hands of one, nor divided between the fo- 
vereign and a few haughty baron^'Whilft an ab- 
jjed dependence was the portion of the reft of die 
nation 5 but placed, where it ought to be; in the 
States General of the kingdom. 

Into thefe all ranks of men were admitted ; and 
the meweft peafant, through his reprefentative, as 
well as the proudeft noble, bore a part in the le- 
giflature of hh country. The ftates were com-, 
pofedpf four orders; thofe of the nobility, the 
dergy, the burghers, and the peafants. While 
they were affembled, the power of the fove- 
reign; was in a manner fufpended, or appeared 
Joft in theirsj and after their feparation, a fenate, 
in whom great authority was vetted, ftiUjcontinued 
to ad as the guardians of public liberty. *^ 

Such were the outlines of this conftitution, 
which, when viewed at a diftance, like a palace 
the walls of which only are finilhed, fornAs a fine 
pbjecl, but upon a nearer infpeftion, we find it 
anfwers none of the purpofes we were taught to 
expeft from its appearance. Accordingly the in- 
ternal government of Sweden was, as I have al^ 
ready obferved, more turbulent, more cxpofedto 
fliforder, anarchy, and.confufion, than that of any 
pther cpi^ntry in Europe, : 

Many 
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^ Manjr drcumftances concurred to produce 
tkdb efficAs in Sweden, and to prerent that ci^- 
hfatkm oif maoter s &om taking place there, wkieh 
muft ncccflarily precede any improvement in go- 
vctaxucmt^ iA« J^rerious xb the eftaUifhment of 
^ commwkntioii which commerce opens be*- 
^ween dbe moO: <iUftant countnes, Sweden was» 
6Ninhfr«Qi:ih4m Nation, in a great d^reeika 
oat from the i^ of ^eworld: aadif theSwedes 
were, on this accouttt* exempted from tidcing any 
pmt in tho(e qiitrrds, in which die reft of Europe 
was contiffwUy involved i they were likcwife de- 
prived oi the advantages they might have reaped 
hfom an kitercoui^ with nations, which had (o 
wi^fjdtnhiy gat the ftart of them in the pro* 
grefs they had ffiddt towards refinement. The 
Ri#0^s certainly c<mld not, on the one hand, con* 
fr4M;e fx> civilize tjiem, whilft t^eir conftant wars 
with thcDanes, a people as barbarous as themfelves, 
fervedonly, on the other, to increafe their natural 
ferocity, adly. The nature of their country, 
^ well as that of their climate, are iikewife very 
obvious caufes of the wild licentious Ipirit which 
diftinguiflied theie people. 

IVhece the climate is temperate, and die foil 
fertile, they invite to agriculture, by rendering 
the lifp of a hufbandman both pleafant and profi- 
uble. Agriculture contributes greatly to foften 
the manners of thofe who apply themfelves to it, 
and has a natural tendency to promote the love of 
order and tranquillity among mankind : it difpofes 
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tbfm to peace, ai without it^ he iv^ho cUltii^atei 
l>k lao4 cannot hope to reap the fmits of his la^ 
bomr; For the fame teafon» it introduces anodt^ 
mmi aJi thofc ideae concerning the fecurity of pri* 
vate property md ih^ ri^ita ^ iDdividual^ whk^ 
form the bafis of civil ibcieties* Where -therefore 
t}ie dictate is rigorouis and the foil barren, as iti 
Sweden, the progr^fs of the inhitritants fowasrdi 
civiUiation will be proportionably flow. 

The Swedes werehowever by thcfe circumftanoea 
inmred to hardfliipi, which rendered their minda 
daring, and their bodies vigorous* 

The firft in%iped them with a love of inde^n- 
^nce, whi^ the latter enabled thcJo to prefenre. 
Pifcotiraged by the nature of die cliaiater-they 
n^lefted agriculture; and the immenfe woods 
which cover the face of their country, abounding, 
with game^ afforded them a means of fubfiftence 
by hunting, more fuitabk to their geiuus than the 
milder occvpations of hufbandiy. 

It is obvious how much fuch a mpde of life muft 
have contributed to maintain them in their native 
ftate of barbarifin. That love of change and 
reftlefnefs of difjpolition which are the natural con-* 
fequenccs of it, are confpicuous in the conduft of 
the Swedes, through all the early periods of their 
hiftory ; and were no confiderable fources of the 
convulfions which fo often fliook the ftate. 

It is true indeed, that the HM>re fouthera pro- 
vinces of Sweden, were neither unfertile nor alto- 
gether uncltiyated But as theie were continually 
changing their maA«i«i fometinKfi belonging to 
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iht Swedes, •fometimes^ to the Danes, they Were 
a coiiftant fubjeft of contehfion between the two 
HjUions, and as ccnftantly the, feat of war. This 
circumftance mull therefore Have in a great mea- 
lure counterafted, among the inhabitants of thefe 
provinces, the- tendency which their applying 
themfelves to agriculture would othefwife have 
had towards foftening their manners. Such an 
cfFeft could hirdly.be expefted to have become 
either general, or of long continuance, in a coun- 
try where every peafant was a foldier, and obliged 
to ufe the fword more frequently than the plough. 
' 3dly. From what has been faid in the preceding; 
article, it is evident, thq peafants of Sweden rtiuft 
have been poflefledbf the utmoft degree of inde- 
pendency. " - ; 

If we take a comparative view of the ftate of 
fociety ill Europe previous to the thirteenth and 
fourteenth centuries, we fliall perceive the condi- 
tion of the Swedifh peafantry was totally different 
from that of the fame order of men, in other Eu- 
ropean countries. Inthefe they were reduced to 
the moft abjeft ftate of fervitnde, and were not 
only deftitute of any weight or influence in the 
government, but were^^ for the moft' part, de- 
prived of the natural rights of mankind. 

In Sweden, on the contrary, the peafantry did 
not content themfelves with having preferved their 
independency, and* with poflefling the peculiar 
privilega of fending deputies of their own body 
to the States General of the kingdom; but they 
likewifc freqikently • aflfuhied tO themfclVe* the di- 

' reftion 
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jr^^tjtfe of p\|hlic affairs ; took the lead jn CTcry 
jxeyolution / andTeemed to a(9: on; all, ocCafipris-fts 
^diftiiift body,' which had viejvs a^ intereft^; <3f 
its own, feparate-from thofe of the other fiiembeila 
of the ftate. • - /. , .... ' , 

It might naturally beexpeAedjthe greateft^^- 
vantages would have refulted to liberty, and co^ 
fequently to fociety, from, the.bulk.pf the peopk^ 
.being pofTeflcd of fo much weigKt and influence: 
but the fame caufes. to- which they, owed their ;iflar 
portancc, not only, rendered, then;i;inca|)ab|€^-ff 
making a right,jbwt for the . m^JJ: part profi?iptted 
them to make a,wi:png^fci ofdty:.;:, _ 7 .^b *o 
i^ To their^ modeJ^3fr life; they ..were indebted |br 
that ^irit, f with wWch thqy oppofei: rtv^Tf. St^^ 
Jxon of theinri^ts.'.. Aa$l if th^^^wedilbsinft 
.narchs appear feldonrv to h^v^ 4)^^-aw?d ii^oD^ 
refp^a for privileges,, whifh ,the:fic|-qe dj^p^fillis^y 
of their fubjefts re^idered it fo dangero\is taatjtaeHs 
aUe^>it was on thi% acqo\ijt:tbii;their^tf^if)ptji 
tp inv^e them, ftidoffi proved fxiccfefsful; in jth^ 
end. But this.jniode of iife;3^;^:afc^;^q^^ 
communicated to the people an.^pfttie|Igcfc;:flf 
i:omrol, and fiercen^s of jrunperpxvt^at iwjji^^ 
compatible with aBX^regular^*"^V€a;nment*, -aofl 

equally 

*- •Tfceanci^tl^WinlSweaen, whidi tkiS&eihh^t sfpl99, 
or the^ whole, of the Ixoufe 6f arfy one^KB'Rad' injurecl anJR. 
ther fhoald be pulled down, and burn ed; "ill 'pfoportion to* tne 
injqry iuftained by Ac party aggrieved; furniifh^ a ftrikixjg 
prodFof the ui^fettled^flate of the governinent; which was ob- 
liged to have rccoarfc ;o foch an cxpcaJciit. ^is law 

has 
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eqcrailf repugtiant to every principle of re^ frci^' 
dom. If at one timd,^ it infpired them with a 
^irit of refinance, calculated to prcfervc their li- 
berty I at Mother, by plunging them into anar- 
chy, it expofed them to the lois of it. When 
iltey defirered themfdfves from the oppreflion of 
■Ae icwj they beeiamc expofed to the liccntiotif- 
•neftof the xmnft and continually fluftuating Be* 
•tJtwte thelc two extremes, they ncrer once ftop- 
T^ « any intermediate point, where a bdance 
fi?iigkt feave been eftablifhed between their rights 
<0K$ihe prepogattre of their fovereign. %norant 
of the true nature of Iftjetty, as^ weH as of thkt of 
IJi^wrnmerit, tKcy Aeithcr perceived the neCeffity 
■gf Ibcfi abalfenc^, m* did they poffels MR to 
•haMe formed ohe if* they hadi Incapable of fbr6» 
figfcfti and rdttfeA only by ^hat thfey fHt, the^ op- 
tp^ffid tie hfl(^arc?hi but knew not how to limit 
die t^jgdX authority i and in dl their ftrugglcs, 
«here feemed rather to be a perfbnal quarrel br- 
tM^M d^ king and the people, than a contenti6w 
imwtM the popular br«i#fees of the legiflaturt 
Md the crown. 

Union to concert, defign to form, or judgment 
10 ttecute aAf cffeftual meafares, to prevent of 

lus been confidered only ss a mark of the fimplicity and ig« 
Mrance> of tke aga in vkich it was ena^d ; bat it laa^r with 
'ijftocejuftkeh&attrifanted to die difficulty of tkrung tJ^i^Ji^ 
of 9n o&nder» amon^ a people fo little accuAomed to^ order 
andtfubordinAtion-* .Itwas^ thei:efo«e, inthatpsFtofhis/^^ 
^ita only whkh it w^ eafy tt^ fome ar^ ^ac j^vo' wtfd be 
|[mnd»^neans.of]MUu0iinglaor» - 

2 oppofe 
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oppofe the conffcant endeavours of their fyvtfeigji^ 
to acquire abfolute power, covild wt be oft&tA 
from men like thefe. r " . 

WTien they fought redrefs of their gri€va»(?e$i 
their temporary eflforts to obtain it> were diftm* 
guilhed by that rafh zeal and blind iaopeniofit]^ 
which char;lderife the proceedings of all irregalar 
and tumiiltuous aire0U>liei of men^ and vAA^k 
f^ldofti fail to defeat the very ends they hare i^i 
view : the oppreflbr, mdeed^ ofteA iefl # laeri^ 
fice to their refentnoent; but ast3iey negj^e^d to 
guard againft the oppreflion, fubfequent fcmt^ 
were almoit ilire to give them tibe iame caufifs of 
complaint, and to compel them to have recpurfe 
to the fame niode of r^dre&» 

A ftriking proof Gi tl^ unlcttledftdce €Mf the 
government of the Swedes^ andof'th^ yipieat^lo 
which both king and people m\^ fteqMtaiy bavfc 
had recourfe, is to be Ibjun^ in ^ aMatQie&t ^utboOttiii 
theirs; thac whenever one c^ ^c;^ monarchs had 
occafion to p9& through a province^ the inhftbjr 
tant^ before they would fx^ff^r him fo enier it> 
compelled him to give hoftages for the ie^urii^ of 
their privileges i and he in r^tur^k received the 
fame from themrforthefafety of kia^riioat* 

Whilft fttch mutual jealoufies fiilfifte^ betjKreea 
a Swediih monarch and his peo^te; wb^ A^tititt 

t Sa tenacioot were xht Swedes <ifthttftiteia^ thatlUgr 
SfrM, who reigned kSont the begbning^of the thirteenth cenr 
twj, iofr 1^ oown and life ftr not cottplying with iL 
BoTiK, ft a^^ 

.-^ ^ '^ ' ^ ^ his 
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hU prerogatives, nor their rights were afcertairiecf, 
and force alone decided their difFereilces ; it wis 
not extraordinary that a Ipirit of oppreffion fhould 
have marked the cbnduft of the one ; or that a 
pronenefs to Vcfvolt fhould have diftinguifhed 
that of the other. ^^ 

Here it niay very naturally- Bb afked, \Vhencfe 
arofe, during the period we arte treating of, this 
firiking fuperiority diicerriible in the Condition of 
the Swedifh peafantry, when compared to that of 
the great body of the- people in other countries 
of Europe^? . * ! 

The nature of the foil and climate of Swederi, 
partly accounts for iti but this was neither' th6 
only, nor the principal fource;of it. 

After the deftruftion of the Roman empire by 
the invafion of the h6rt3iefn barbariahs, thc^e^lay•>• 
ingeftabli(b6d*themfclveson it^ rbiiis, and taken 
pofieflion of th^ countries they had fubdued, did 
-not exterminate, 'but aflbciated with fuch xi£ tlife 
ancient inhabitants as remained after the cbnquefti 
and even divid^ the lands with them in cdrtaiii 
proportions t* ^ * ' / 

If, therefore, we take a vieW of. the -ftaJe bf 
Europe at that time. We ihJdFpcifceive tte GTojSl^ 
&t: Vandals, Hiins or 'Saxdns,-8tei fpread dvcr 
Ac whole face scflfiti / - - - - 

But then the native countries of thefe barba-* 
riins, whicli :Werethofe, fituafed|to the;,N6r!th^ 
wfcV? inhabited , oWy. by themlelye^, without^ aijy 

% E(prit de Loix. liv. 30. 7 and* S* 

inter- 
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Intermiifcturc of another people; whereas; tkt 
Southern parts of Europe, whic?h had before been 
tindi^r the dominion of the Romans, wei-e in thfe 

joint poffcffion of the Barbarous nations, and df 
their own ancient inhabitants. Thus, in the lat- 
tcTj we difcovcr two diftinft p'eople, viz. the Con- 
queror^, and the conquered, occupying at dncfc 
the fame country. In the fonrier, on the contra- 
ry. We meet only with the reniaihingpart of thofe 
fieiicfe inliabitants, who, perhaps, lefs ^nterprizing 
thaft their countryrtico, inftead of fallying foith 

^in qiieft 6f nfew fettlements, had continued ac 
home^c6ntented With their native forefts. 

Here then a very important diftitiftion his beeh 
niade> which I think will ferve fufficiemly to ex- 
plain. Why the bulk of the people in Sweden coii-* 
tinued free, at the fame time that all the lower 
clafles of men lA other countries, funk into fcN 
vitude. 

Such parts of the Northern nitiofts ds had re- 
mained at home, it is to be prefumed, preferved 

^ their ancient ciiftoms and govenimcnt : but thofe 

- who had Acquired new pofleffioni^ iii which tHe 
former inhabitahts ftill (ibntintied to refide, were 

* under the ;ieceflity of devifing fbme expedient, 
which would enabje them to guard againft lur* 
prize, and fecure them from the ftiddfcn attacks* 

• tb which fuch a fltuatioti muft naturally have ex- 
jpofed theirt. ^ 

this ft wa$ tljat gave rife to the feudal fyltem, 
j.wib^ch we find eftahliihed by:thefe bold invaders, 

wherever they fettled* 
t, ^ Afyftem 
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/ A fyftcm fo peculiarly. adapted tp tjipxijircarmr 
ftanccs in wljiqh they j^n /cKind thei^ftjives,, to 
thofccircumftaqces^^obvioufly owed its \>itth : nor 
is it at all probable^ th^t the feudd fyftcm w^ 
Jqipwn to any of thefe pepple, previous to their 
enMgration* irom th w Xwci^ ^coimtr^^^ 

Though this fyftem did not immcdiajdy itdh^ 
. the vanquilhed inhabitant of the, countries fcizqd 
upon by the northern intruders, tp.th^t ■w;r5tchcd 
ftate of flavery jnto which ,^hc .gi;eat bo4x qf tfec 
people (hordy ll^Tk> wjierevpj; it,w^ jptyojluc^s 
yet it had an ^mou unavoidable tendency to pro* 
duce that efFed. \ ; ^ . . . : 

As its principles were fpunded ;n cppqueft, fo 
the pbjeft of all its regulations, was tl>f preferv^- 
tion of that conqueft. Jt would*. therefprCj haye 
been highly impolitic , in ,the .new proprietors pf 
countries, the ancient inhabitants of which, were 
ftill, perhaps, more numerous than themfclves, to 

f Tbere is.no trace of any iiiftittttioii in Sweden £milarl9 
the feudal^ tiU the year 824^ when Bfant Apund caHfed foqie ^ 
lands to be cleared of the woods and. cultivated^ which, he 
gave to his fnbje^^ on condition they (hoold fenre him ia 
the wars on horfU>ack^ or pay a certain tribute. Hmce 
the peaftntt in Sweden were bound immediately to t&e 
klng» a^d the ^obki hi|d cpnfeqaently. no vafl«b#.C|U 
fome of thefe Fiefs, as. they m;^ not imjupp^ly be caUed» 
In courfe of time were alienated from the crown aA.d ,f(pU ii^to. 
Aeir hands* But this was near three centuries after th<^ de- 
t£rtt6t\on of the Roman empire^ and> confequent!y« a confi- 
^e^ble tlioeeftet the.iendal.^A had lift* eftiWflied U^ 
#jher countries. 

'- ' • ^ hare 
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have fulFered tlieie t6 be in a condifizpii to^diihirb 
thecrt. If the vanqijdfhed people were allowed to 
cultivate the lands that had been sdl^tted to tfaemj 
k was all they could expe£t| and as the ule of arms 
would certainly have be^-denic^l^ thenv, agriqul-* 
tore would have beconie^ dieif onljt jfx:cup_ation« 

When we confider> therefor?^ tK? encroaching 
i|>irit which ever attends thofe who a^e poflefle^ 
of powers that here thei^ wdsj On the one handj 
a body of men neceffarily^defenGelefsi<whil^th€i^' 
%rce cqmjuerors were^ on th< otherj >always armed 
and preptared for aftion : when we refled toaoa 
t^ie contempt^ in whichi^ during thofe martia) 
ftges> every man was held who was not afoldieri 
that anfioiij^.the ancient Gei^mansy who difd^ed 
every occupation but that of war, agriculture wa$ 
left entirely to their flaves* i it will no^t^ I thinkj 
appear extraordinary, if they foon confidered, ^nd 
treated as fuch> all thofe who applied themfelve^ 
to it. 

Ev^n. if any of dieir own people were, con* 
trary to the ideas- which generally prev^led anwhg 
them,; induced by the fertility of their newlyrac- 
quired poflcffioni, to apply themfelves to hul^anr 
jdryi and, infteadof holding their lands by mill*? 
jary fervice, to return certain quantities^ of corn 
.^r catde to thdr fuperiorlord, they were foon ret 
duced to a ftate little different from that of 
Slavery f. 

J& 1 Thul 
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Thus in France, towards the commencement 
of the firft race of kings, there was an infinite 
number of freemen, both among the Franks and 
the Romans ; yet the ftate of villanage increafed 
to that degree, <hat at the beginning of the third 
race, not only all the hulbandmen were become 
bohdmen J, but we find alfo, that at the fame pe- 
riod, almoft all the inhabitants of towns likewife 
were in the fame ftate : as thefe were for the moft 
part Romans, this too is a proof, that though the 
vanquifhed were not immediately reduced by their 
conquerors to a ftate of flavery, yet from the na- 
ture of their fituation, they infenfibly funk into it 
afterwards. 

Now as in Sweden, neither the foil nor the 
climate were favourable to agriculture ; as its in- 
haWtants were compofed but of one nation, among 
whom there were neither conquerors nor conquer-^ 
cd ; fo thofe caufes which in other countries had 
contributed to reduce the major part of their inha- 
bitants to the fubjc(flion of the reft, did not exift 
among them. 

' It is true that the northern nations had their 
flaves, previous to the invafion of the Roman em- 
ipire ; but they were few in number, and compofed 
.X)f ftich of their own people as had forfeited their 
liberty by various means ; of fuch as had been 
txiade prifoners in battle, -or had committed 
certain crimes, or had fold themfelves y a piic^ 
tice not uncommon among thefe barbarians. 

J Efptitdes Inx^ b. 30. c. Ii. 

'^ ^ ' ^ • Hence 
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Hence they did not, properly fpeakihg, form t 
diftindb race of men^ as muft happen when one 
nation becomes enflaved by another; and conies 
quently, as the line drawn between them and their 
mailers was not fo diftinft a$ in the other cafe, 
neither was it fo difficult for them to recover their 
freedom. Befides, as they were chiefly employed 
in the cultivation of the land, it follows, that where 
the foil was leaft favourable to agriculture, fuch 
flaves were leaft wanted. Accordingly they were 
cnfranchifed in Sweden earlier perhaps than in any 
other part of Europe *. Towards the middle of 
the thirteenth century, Birgis Jarl rendered it un- 
lawful for any Swede to fell himfelf; and in the 
year 1335 the ftate of flavery was altogether abo- 
lifhed there by an ordinance of Magnus Ladulas. 

4th, The want of great cities in Sweden was 
likewife no inconfiderable fource of the diforder 
and confufion which reigr^ed fo long in that king- 
dom. 

Commerce is a great means of foftening the 
manners of a martial people, and of correfting the 
fiercenefs of that military ardour which renders 
them equally fond of arms, and averfe to every other 
occupation. Commerce prefents new objefts to 
the inclinations and paffions of mankind. By 
placing the produdions of various climates and 

^ In Denmark, Poland, parts of Germanyi an^ fom^ 
other countries, where agriculture was nyore followed^ the 
flares have never been enfianchifed, which it the reafon the 
peaikntt of thoie countries are all B9ndm$n. 

^B$H9.f.9S^ 

. ' E3 countries 
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ewn^s^wii^in their reacl;^ they ocquifa^i tdHk 
for what they jukLiid conception of before : with 
dutt rdilh thpy.acquire too a tafte:^r^9its for-f 
meriy mika&mi to.thcmi.aodastheyaiqplythenBH 
f^YCS no :thQre> their attachment to their ancient 
n»ode of life niuft_UkewifciJccrea&. .But.there i? 
^ ftiU more important confequence attendant oq 
ttcnmercQ : .as it noieflaeily a0embles masduiid tp^ 
gether> it becc^mes the. principal xaufe of tbc.ryGb 
and /growth of cities; and confequently the chief 
means of introduciiig among them a regular form 
fof govcrmncnty Without this it is impolfible for 
any numbers of men to live together; ami thenar . 
fore where fuch. numbers are jaffembkd it is, that 
a fenfe of jufticey the love of order, and defire of 
public tranq»ullity, ^rft be^ to pc^vaiL Jt is 
obvious therefore Jbow muph the sraqt of great ci- 
ties in Sweden, muft have retarded the progrc&j>f 
irpproyemcnts in any .of thofe points* Tids ^ant, 
owing tp that of trade, may be placed among the 
nriaiiy di|adyantages refujitiqg to Sweden from her 
northerijl fituation, and the nature of; her foiland 
climate! As cfomoaerce was firft introduced into 
Eurof/e through Italy, it was lof.courfe xjiffufed 
limong the^ehcr European^countries, in pisoportion 
to their vicinity jto the . fource from .wiicnce it 
flowed. :But:this wasjiot all; thofe countries fitu- 
ated in the temperate parts of Europe, were like- 
wife the baft calculated from the nature of their 
prqduAions,. forr.the eftablilhmeat and cwltivatipn 
pf commerce awpng .them* The rigovrof the 
flimate and barrpnncfs of the foil of Swdcn^wciy^ 

.:'■' ■** V " ■ ' • •': " ^ pi^ 
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on the contrary, by no- meats favourabk to the 
|U\>grefs (^ trade. - • - - 

. ^ht produce c^ their mines indeed, fumifliccT . 
die^^edes with materials for it; but this branch of 
l^mmerce, the of^y oiii to which they applied . 
theit^ives, is pertutps too the only one that has 
no dirc^ tendency to produce thofe good effefts, 
which may in general be afcribed to the culti- 
vation of commerce ; I mean the improvement of 
inanners and of government. The life of a minet 
is not calculated, like the occupations purfued in 
towns, to promote this end : trades and manufac* 
tures make men refort to cities -, but they are in 
general neceffarily kept at a diftance from them 
when employed in the working of mines j and 
they confcquently remain unacquainted with that 
fubordination. and order, which in cities muft 
in fome degree always prevail. Accordingly we 
find die miners of Sweden were the moft reftlefs 
part of the nation, the moft ungovernable, and ever 
among the foremoft to revolt. So ignorant wer^ 
the Swedes of every fpecies of manufitdkure, that 
till to^ds the end of the jRxteenth century, they 
di^ wt even know how to work their own iron i 
but the ore was carried to Dantzick and other 
parts of JPruffia, to be there forged into bars. 
Apd at what a low ebb the trade of Sweden muft 
in general have been, may be feen from the ex- 
t>riJitant privileges granted by Guftayus Vafa t(x 

'thliLubeChers*; ' "-' 

I have 
* That they fliould pay no cuftoms for the commodities they 
^01114 ^j; int^ Sweden I that thiy alcm fhould hzvtalltbi 
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I have already had occifion to take notice of the 
beneficial effcfts which have refultcd to gbvcm- 
ment from the reprefcntatives of cities gaining a 
place in the legiflaturc. But though the Swedifh 
cities had early the privilege of fending members 
to the Diets, yet the number of thefe was very 
inconfidcrable, and their influence there pro- 
portionably fmall. And as the little trade carried 
on in Sweden, was for the moft patt in the hands 
of foreigners *, they were neither fo deeply inter-^ 
cfted in what related to the government of that 
country as natives would have been, nor could it 
be expefted they would pay fimilar attention to 
points in which they were not equally concerned. 

The reprefcntatives of the peafants being pof- 

fefled of a feat at the Diets, was by no means an 

* equivalent for the want of a fufficient number 

of the members fent by cities, nqr produ&ivc of 

the like efFefts, / 

When citizens acquired a voice in the councils 
of the nation, they muft have retained in their nc;w 
capacity of legiflators, the fame ideas which pre- 
vailed in the comi^^unities to which they bC" 
longed. 

Thefe muft have been of the moft pacific na- 
ture, as merchants arc more interefteci in the 

trade of that^ kingdom ; knd laftly, that they migbt trade at 
Stockholm^ Suderkoping, Calmar^ and Aboo ; not only with 
|he citizens bat with the peafants. ' 

* In the thirteenth centttry the inhabitants of the Swedifh 
pities were mofUy Germans : and even among the magiftratps 
pne half wer^ allowed (q be foreigners. Botin\ /. 319* 

prcfervation 



Digitizetl by 



Google 



C 57 3 : 

prefervation of public tranquillity than any othen 
order of men; and, accuftomed to the (ubordi- 
nation and regular government which take place ' 
in cities, thejr muft have communic^ed to the Ic^ 
giflature, in which they bore a part, a Ipirit fopic^ 
what fiipilar to that of whi<:h they were thenifejlv^ 
poffeffed. . 

On the contrary, the greater importance and 
power the Swedifli peafants obtained in the ftatc, 
the more turbulent and diforderly they rendered 
the government. For that impatience of rcftrain^; 
and fpirit of independence, by which they were 
diftinguilhed on all other occafions, muft have 
had an equal influence on their condudt ip their 
legiflative capacity^ ^ 

5th, The Swedifli noble? were by no means lb 
formidable to the kings of Sweden, as in othci^ 
countries the feudal barons, were to their mor^ 
parchs. 

The former poflfeflcd neither the territories, 
wealth, nor exorbitant privileges, which enabled 
the latter to give law to their prince*. The genius 
of the feudal fyftem naturally led to an Bn^oqracy,t 
It had accufl:omed men to behold exteiifiii^ do-^ 
mains,, great riches, and confiderablc authority, in 
thepoflcflion of a few : and as previous to the cor- 
ruption of this fyfl:em, no vaflal could legally dir 
minifli the value of a iief, whiqix at his dc^ wai! 
^o return to the fuperior lord j fo \t happened 
hercr as in many capra whefe cuftoms h^ve bien 
oblprved to continue long after the caufcs which 
jgavc them birth have ceafed, that after fiefs 

became 
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became hereditary^ the fame ideas of preferving 
tfem mtire Mr'prevailcd. ' ' '^ 

■ Hence proceeded the device of entails; a con- 
trivance 'v^^ch put It out of the power of the pbf- 
tcrity of thpfe who were poffefTed of fu'ch ficfi, t(> 
aHciiatc any part of what was confidcred by theiit 
is neceflary to fiipport the dignity of a fcMdoX 
chieftain, 

'^In' Sweden, on the contrary, as titles were un- 
known there till the middle of the fixteenth cen* 
tury/wKen Eric, the ion of Guftavus Vafa, firft 
created'counts and barons: fb were the Swedes 
ilHce ijgnorant of entails ; among them it haS ever 
been die cuftom to make equal divifions of the 
Jiroperty of the father 'amon^ the children*; the 
cldcft fon was not on account of primogeniture 
fentitled \o more than the others ; nor indeeci did 
ttcre appear any realbn'why a difFerence fhould be 
Inadewi liis favour,* fince the title enjoyed By the 
faUier defcended to all his children alike. This 
principle waq'carri^ fo far as to be extended 
^en to the crown j and the kingdom became' fi«- 
qiiently cJivided among the fons of the laft king ; 
'which contributed not a little to increafe the'difi- 
th^er and confu&oh into which it was at all 'tiiiQe$ 
tkit.tbo apt to be^unged, : r 

* It is evident, the above-mentioned cuftom nc;- 
iB^RmlyFtevented great riches frdm accumulating 
iK" large 'efttiies-ftc^ continuing iohg in the iatm 
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- /{RtiDilbfii: <»upj»je5rAheLfe»J«jjp«VjfOf'.jy^fc|i .ow. 

j»ewJ:^jbcir:)r^B«^yeii5lfl&l* 90d m^i^fFS^Mett 
p^ AikI* as rt W: 4e wieqfft ff tj^e .fAt^s 

0pQ9a|(;K$ jji^erc coi»pel|pd to ;;«ft,iif,jaiot iiiti$jifli3, 
^t \^ ?gp.a}«ntly f oijt^Rtwidv fih© Oegrecjof puffer 

Hb^ ;fl^e |he :ji\igi»eiitaj^ of, jkir :ap«^iy 
their obJ€<3:, they had recourfe to m\iDdue£t and 
jppijp^cd poUcy, wWch^wld3g9t,3^^tiEn.jhe aea- 
^pufy pf their Jbjypps, «or fQnf«i!,^y,e^|ex:Qmr 
motions. - — ; ' -.J5wr 

^t (be; <S)fe,9(9S %'j»then«lb,ffriKbidi*{Svedif|| 
tlUMUPchs : .when thc&^were^^^wled to iijfiinge 

^^ights^of theirfubjc6ts; noijnn^iite ob^^ 
|>r<eferited^^^,to.:thdr:defign^^^ 

^-^ppu^.^^.m^. J!^»^y:f^mfi^s»i:,9& it woe 

pathftwatch» as.]«ell.ais|tfepaii)d(404»}^pa^itiie»% 
JUte #«t -of -thcfeudal biai^%otI»«a' countries; 

A general 
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A general fpirit of liberty indeed t%i(ied in tkk 
nation, but the difficulty lay in direAing this ipi« 
Tit. The pcafantry, for the mbft part independent 
c^t^e nobles, Were not, like the vaflals •fa chiefs 
tain,, compelled to follow a ftandard that was t;o 
lead them againft their fovereign. Among the 
tiobles *, the power and influence of each indivi- 
dual were, from caiifes I have already mentioned^ 
lb IncOnfiderable^ that a union of numbers of 
them^ could alone enable Ihem to defend their 
rights ag^nft the encroachments of the crown. 
J8ut it muft have been a point of great difficulty 
10 have formed a wcU-compaftcd confederacy, 
^herc fo great a number of members were necct 
fary, and thefc fo little accuftomed to ord«* and 
iubordination. Befides, from the nature of their 
country, covered wit|x rocks, and confequently 
thinly inhabited^-they were obliged to live ^t fo 
confidcrable a diftance from each othei^^ that it 
would (have been impoffible for them to af&mble 
oh any fudden emergency when immediate exertion 
wasneceflary. 

But this was not all j the Swedifli nobles were 
not, nor indeed could they be, fo deeply intcreftcd 

* Tkc pdii^r of the Swedifli nobles ieems to have been at 
its greateft heigbtli towards the end of the fifteenth cenMiy. 
According to an z& of afiacance of ChriAian Ift, in 1^769 
every noble was.to be king oyer his own peafants^ or tenants, 
(ifora konungofvir fina ignd Umdt bonder ) Botin. p* 572* But 
'when we con&der the temper of the Swedifli peafantry, and 
|he independence .to which th^ had always been acci|ftomed« 
we cannot fuppqlftbey .be^am^ Very obedient fubjeAs^ 

in 
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in the permanency of their govefmhent «'the feui 
clftll>arons, whoffe poflfeffions wercf ib ifOi^d&rAlig 
muft have been in the prefcnration oif that tonSS^ 
tutlon bf virtue of which they enjoyed* thertf. - 

The poverty of the former maHe* them ^perhapi 
as fond of changes in which they mj^ teap 
fome advantage^j as the wealth ^privileges of 
the litter muft have teridertd tfenta*wfe%€ii any 
fiich changes. Heiiee the endeavours <jf tlu^ 
Swedifh monarchs te acquire a more zbMv^U 
power, did not in the beginning meet with that 
rcfiftance i«^ich was fure to attend fimilatr 4ende^ 
vours of the feudal kings. For this purpose it 
was neceffary that the fpirit of the v^ole natidn 
ihouM be roufed; which feldom happened till 
their monarchs had perfifted fome time in the 
fame c<*dufti Befides, the almoft conftant war^ 
between Sweden and Denmark, placed thei^ 
kings as conftantly at the bead of an armyj and 
this not an army like that of a feudal nw^ardf^ 
-whitkwas compofcd of foldiers Vhc* were the vaf- 
<a£s of their rcfpeftive chiefs, to whcmi only they 
thought themfelves bound to pay obediencei 
but of men who acknowledged np fupcrior lord 
fcut thojar king, and who confequently were the 
more likely to be at his devotion. r 

Hence the Swedifh monarchs not only never 
•dcfifted from their attempts to acquire arbitrary 
power, but alfo carried them on without difguifc ; 
attempts from which no example could deter, 
no danger intimidate them. Not even the fate 
-of their lajmedi^te predeceffors, who h^d perhsips 
^ '-^ ' foi;feitc(i 
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g^i^ia<t ar^milw cob4u<^' From the coimnqiccv 
i|^i|t ^ i3»hf^Ty, of Sweden to the devation; of 
Qvi&ffPi^y^^sP^, th«?' throne, the fyctt f^pk of 
^fjSi/p^ai^.i^tk'.fxi^wSr fecas)» to have been tain- 
df^CiMm m^^:'^.^^^ pxpjMce of dielibeitief 
l^l^dPWf^i *i4 to awgincftt their rcvenuei^bi' 
^itiquf-.tW»?riJ«ipofediin dirc<^ violation <«rth<^ 
ii^s'^f <h»u?eii>®« -Apd-.S^ough fqoncr or lw« 
iMf'rf»iQfta# .fey^: a- %ri^& to their ar||bfjiQi8 
jKfcaJ^ raangii «rf" jipiwn- ei^yeij 0»ciF. ufnrga|io^ » 
cofffi^i^}^^: ^i^-^^^ the. people wepe 'fi^4« 
Jfc^«wfe4:» ^e qflffey forcfeof anite thfryofc* 
jlbit-W^te^SW kii»pQi?d;t>n theifti ^ach-alhupjlbyjthe 
IKp^^sM^ p4v?*i«g«B reiii^g. to hifii>Kxie!3ta«rf| 
j^ thtftb i^^rt?> IV^*?:!®?; tp .Oveflqokf;|te:j5»(« 
9flaafhM'^^9(^ ^ctpq^^m i anrl.to:fl««t«* 
^isttfeif ci^r.fiisjt he flioultj. be tno« fqrjHfwcet- 
fcftctHatr ps^e0W Sif ft»I»erior abllitifisj ho iho*»l4 
JlH^ ^i^^ r6}ac#(j tsrhere thejr had fail9(^. - 
, BhC if.aasQjf! circumlbi^iGeS feemed t^. jBedqxK 
. pf^ Swt^^/ 0)o/iVph> ^ hi^ ol;ti^}iA0 4^ 

liwUclr eiraamicribed' its aqthoritf withiii iVieJl 
fiiBTow Hwto'i. thfcrc were likewife nsatpy eaiaiei 
which prevented futh. attack* froiri Wng lajg fu«r 

«6foK : . . 

Ailgebng thefe> that of Sweden** CQmtnMi*^ 0^ 
fi^&ftl kiagdCtWf during' siU. the' period- I am 
^Iwatftiii^ <^> wdfr one of the principal; 

"Where the eiOWn is elesftive, it is impolUbk * 
tt^ftht fyftom to i^iicredfe its prerofiaf^eir^^ 

butobl* 
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nmnWc a turbulent nobility, can be purfucd for 
*any length oif time. • ; 

.One reijgn is hardly fufficient to ,e^e6t a ch^angf 
pf ^this natute, where the body of the pepple it 
.avoifejto it. And ^he death pf a prince, ta whom 119 
fuccefforhas been before appoijited, neceflaply pija^ i 
,a fbg taany meafures howeyjcr well c^ncertecl, 
that were calculated to eftablifti the au'thority of 
the.foyereigri on a more folid foundations^ - ^^ 
J, ;^Every new king on hisele<^on, was obliged ^p 
^ubfc^ibe to articles, which undid^ at once, ^1 thap 
^hjs predecefforhad, during, perhaps, the cbpRle 
,cf his life, been labouring to accpmplifh; anjd 
wbich left him, in a manner, deftitute of ai^- 
thqrity.. , , . ; .. ..'/-: 

^ The j^^aloufy of the royal power an^ong die 
Swedes, led them into an excefs of precaution^ 
/pidch naade them imagine they could neveir re- 
.^ftmn it too much. A miftaken. policy -which dc- 
. feats Its own ends ; for when reftridlions are ca^- 
ned beyond a certain pomt, they become ihiiip- ^ 
u^^^J^l^ 4 ?^> , therefore, frequently protxipt 
.jthofe wboni they are meant to bind, to aim at the 
^rery objeds, againft their obtaming of whidb^ 
. Aefe wta-cdefigned to be the barriers, 

^ The fcantinefs qf tiie revenues of tfie SwedLQi 
^ inonarchs lUcewife formed ncr inconJTidcrable ckecic 
cpon all.thdr pfojefts. 
. ^; JLTnable to reward their adhjWT^tits^iffi^/thje^c^^ 
\!^i»^j \?pomc of the crown, thcya i % dial; pur^ 
- JRpfe ftriggcd it of alippft all iigj pmimcmiai tff- 
^ rj|©rics. When tliey had dius impowahcd n;, 
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they vtttiy in fome'mcafurej cdmpelled to maktf 
Ufe of extraordinary methods of levying money, 
in order to fupport thdr dignity, with any tolera- 
ble degree of fplendor : at the fame time, their 
favbtuitesj who were rapacious in proportion to 
the uncertainty of the tenure by which they held 
riteir power, had no objeft in view but that of 
enriching themfclves as expeditioufly as they 
could. 

Thefe, therefore, encouraged their foverei^, 

^ix the purfuit of any meafure, however unpopular 

vr oppreffive, provided it would enable him, for 

the prefeiit, to gratify their avarice or ambition* 

Whilft he, on the other hand, galled by thfer 

fliacldes, which the jealoufy of his fubjefts had 

impofed upon him, was already but too "well iri- 

"clined to follow counfels, which flattered him 

with the hopes of fliaking them off. ' 

But the eagernefs with which the Swcdifh mb-' 

narchs purfucd thefe objefts, by betraying their 

defigns too foon, rendered them abortive. The 

D^tion was alarmed in time, and confcqucntly put 

upon its guard againft attacks, to which a more 

^cautious cohduft and artful policy would have iil- 

' fared greater fuccefs. But to purfue fuch'a con- 

du£t, required more time, than it could be ci^ 

^pefted ^n deftive king, who naturally muft be 

defirous to feize and makcNthe moft of the prelent 

moment, would devote to it* Where a monarch 

"Is certain his children are to fuccecd him, he pro- 

'lijily will be content, Hiould Hebe able. to liy 

" ifhc^undatioti only of that power, which hie ek- 
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pefts will be enjoyed by his pofterity* Regafd 
for his iamily will moderate his ambition^ render 
him Cautious in the carrying on of his defigns^ and^ 
perhaps, infpire him with a means of accomplifh-* 
ing them, not the lefs furc for being indircft. 

Unreftrained by this motive, the Kings of 
Sweden, excepting in one or two inftances, pur- 
fued a contrary conduft. Scarcely were they feat- 
cd on the throne before they began to aft in di- 
redt violation of the laws. But their fchemes 
were concerted without judgement, and condufted 
widiout addrefs. They had recourfe to violence^ 
where artifice fliould have been employed j and 
they never failed to roufe that jealous fpirit in the 
nation, which it was their bufinefs to have lulled 
toflcep. 

Their fuccels was artfwerable to the ralhnefs of 
their meafures. The liberties of the Swedes, dur- 
ing the early period of their hiftories, previous ta 
the reign of Magnus Ladulas, though frequently 
endangered, could never be overturned by attacks, 
too open and dircft not to render their tendency 
obvious i and too ill fupported to overcome the 
^irit of oppofition, which they were, for that 
rcafon, fure to create. 

6thly. That order of men whofe peculiar pro- 
vince it is to preach peace and concord to man- 
kind, were in Sweden often the chief authors of 
infurreAions, and the perpetual promoters of civil 
diffentions. During the early ages of chriftianityj 
the clergy had in all countries ufurped.an autho- 
rity, and .claimed powers very inconfiftent with 

E their 
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their ftmftion. The ignomftce aad fuj^drftition of 
thofe times had rendered their perfons facrfed; and 
from the veneration in which they were held, as 
well as From their immertfe property, a property 
ever increafing, but incapable of being dinnnilhed, 
they were become in all the kingdOitis of EiJMpe 
the moft potent body in the ftate. Great as theit* 
power rrmft, from thefe caufes, have every -where 
been, the fame caufes rendered it fiiU m0rc con- 
fiderable in Sweden, than in othfer countries. In 
many of thefei great part of the lands belonging 
to the laity, was, in cDnfeqjuence of beihg entail- 
ed, unalienable, as well as thofe in thfe.pQflcfficto 
of the clergy. Hence the bifhops, althoiigh fot 
the moft part the temporal lords df thrir epifco- 
pal fees, were not, on that account, more powefful 
than many fecular nobles j and a kind of balance 
fubfifted between ecclefiaftical, and len^por^ 
property. ./ , 

In Sweden, on the contrary, the lands of the 
clergy were alone unalienable: fuch as were in 
the poffefiion of the laity, were, as has been be* 
fore obferved, fubjeft to be divided and fubdivid-- 
cd into Separate portions, as the families of thofe 
to whom they belonged, happened to be more ojr. 
lefs numerous; It is obvious what a prodigious 
fuperiority the church muft have derived frortt 
this fingle dreumftance. 

Accordingly the Swedilh prelates affe^ed th« 

Aate of little^ fovereigns 5 they fortified their caf- 

tlesj and maintained garrifons in them 5 were 

ever attended by a numerous band of g^tlemen. 

6 and 
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and rddicrs 5 were ^t >btttxkrs of tvtry f^ion i 
Uid even fwgot their diarawaet fo far, as frequent-* 
ly to «{^«r thcmfelv^s at the head of theif* 
troops. 

Here, 4n^ed, wafe a ^ower which might cffec- 
ta^y have oppofed any attempts of the Kings of 
Sweden upon the liberties of the natioa. A powei^ 
not only confiderabk> tut permanent i ialike pre^ 
pared to receive or m^e an attack ; and Which 
might have been alone a fufficient obftacle to eVe- 
ly unconftitutiona! meafure, ordefign tbiintrp- 
duce ah arbitrary gOVernrtient. 

We behold, however, in the Swedifh bifhdpsi 
the ftrenuous protc6bors otily of what tllfey.deeM^d 
the rights of the churcli) we freqtiehriy ;p^rctil^ 
in them, the pt)moters of tyranny; biit ni^ver 
once find them the aflcrtors of public liberty* 

The popifh clergy, from their profeflion of ,ce- 
iibacy, form an order of men in the 'ftate, ftiA 
more diftind and feparate from the reft of the ha^- 
tion^ than even that of the military : thfe letter 
may, by the ties of a'Tamily, .be, in forpe fnear 
fure, linked to the body of fociety, and have a 
general concern in the public welfare, indepen- 
dent of their partial interefts as foldiers. But the 
cafe is otherwife with the former. Apdong theqi 
the citizen is loft in the prieft ; and the interefts 
of the nation forgot in thofe of the order. "When, 
therefore, the Swedilh bilhops oppofed their fove- 
reign, the good of the public was not even made 
life of as a pretext on the occafion. 

Sometimes, it proceeded altogether from tlie 
F 2 licentious 
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licentious and turbulent ipirit, by which M the 
Swedilh nobles were diftinguiihed, and which the 
wealth and power of thefc prelates furnilhed them 
more particularly with the means of gratifying : 
at others, it arofe from an apprehenfion of a de- 
lign in the crown, to recover the lands which pro- 
perly belonged to it, and which they had ufurped. 
But as long as they imagined themfelves fecure, 
and that the fovereign had the policy to court 
their friendfhip, he might, undifturbed by them, 
have purfucd any fchemes of oppreflion towards 
the reft of his fubje&s, that he had ability to con- 
duct, or good fortune to render fuccefsful. 
' Thus, to take in at one view, the whole ftate 
of Sweden, during this period j we perceive a na- 
tion, all the orders of which openly afpired at 
independence -, who, by their fierce and intrafta- 
ble fpirit, were rendered almoft incapable of any 
political union; who, from a conftitution, the 
great pbjeft of which was political liberty, derived 
none of the advantages, which alone can render 
fuch a conftitution valuable. The fole end of po - 
litical, being the fecurity of civil liberty, the laws 
which give perfonal f^ety to individuals, and pro- 
teft private property, ought to be the fruits of a 
free government; but thefe were unknown in 
Sweden. The monarchical, ariftocratical, and po- 
pular branches of the conftitution being ill adapt- 
ed to each other, the limits of each undefined, 
and the rights of all unafcertained, that concur- 
rence of the whole, neceflary to give efFedt to the 
refolutions of a part, could feldom or never be 
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obtained ; and confequently no provifions could 
be made for the interior order and tranquillity of 
focicty. 

We find then kings ever violently gralping at 
a power, their obtaining of which was as con-- 
ftantly, and with equal violence, oppofed by their 
iubjefts. A reftlefs and turbulent nobility^ too 
jealous of each other to fuffer the title and dignity 
of King to belaidafide; too impatient ofreftraint 
to render the kingly office, when retained, of any 
ufe. A clergy, wealthy and potent, who were 
perpetually either the abettors of tyranny, or pro- 
moters of feditions and infurreftions, as it fuitcd 
their intereft. — A fierce and independent peafan- 
try; without union among themfelves, and dif- 
flaining all fubordination to fuperiors -, obftinatcly 
bent to defend privileges and cuftoms which were 
incompatible with any regular government; and 
the burghers, the only order of men inclined to 
prorpote public tranquillity, few in number, and 
held in little eftimation. Such was for the moft 
part, the ftate of Sweden, before, and at the com- 
mencement of the fixtcenth century. With fo 
many fources of diforder and confufion, it cannot 
appear extraordinary, that the kingdom Ihould 
have been the conftant feat of civil wars, and re- 
volutions; of anarchy or oppreffion. 

Miferable as the fituation-of this country muft 
ever h^ve been, it was rendered ftill more fo by 
an event which took place there in the year 1385. 

This was the famous treaty of Calmar ; defign- 
cd to eftablifh a lading union of the three Nor- 

F 3 them 
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ihtm nations^ but which, on the eoniawj?, 
proved the fatajf ocqafion of the mofl; bloody wacs, 
and tragical events to be found in the hiftory of 
any people. 

In order to comprehend what originally gave ri(c 
to this treaty, it will be neceflary to taJke a vieMi 
of fome of the tranfadtions of the preceding reig-iisv 

Magnus Ladulas, crowned in 1276^ feems ta 
^lave been the firft king of Sweden who puxlued a 
regular fyftem to increafc his auxhof ityv^ ^ad who 
had recoArfe to policy, where violence had fo of-» 
ten failed. That his prcdeceflbrs had poflcfled 
fo inconfiderable a fliare of power, was as mucH 
owing to their poverty as to any other caufe, 

Magnus^ therefore, made the augmeRtacion of 
the revenues of the cronRihiB firft obj-ed:. Motivea 
of ambition would have been alone fTs£cien(& ta 
have prompted him to this^; but he had lik^wi^ 
Other mducements, perhaps, equally powerf^ 
* He was poflefled of a difpofition generous taai^ 
extreme > and a tafte for magnificence with which 
theSwedifh^monarchs fecmed to have been hith^rta 
wiacquainted By thefe Magnus wa$ hurried itit/qfi 
expenees which. the royal income was by no rwan^ 
cjalcukted to fupport ; but wj>ich it mvft hava 
". been highly mortifying to a, prince of hiir,tw*p«P 
, ^o haye been compelled to retrench, ^oweYeltJ ^ 
acconnpliih his poinf, he did not foljow tl>4} exam- 
ple oC former kings. The rock they had weB f^ 
lipoRj^ was Jfhat of attempting to u»|^: ^^«| 
wlthou; the confent, of their fobj^ex^Sj ai^d totevy 
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pcarcd to them the moft fummary method of 
raifing a temporary fupply. It was Ijkewife that 
which was beft fuited to the genius of princes ; 
who, more accuftomed to aft than to think, nyere 
leldom capable of forming any of thofe fchemes^ 
which are the refult of much art and deliberation. 
But, if it was the moft fpeedy, it was at the fame 
time the moft dangerous method, and generally, 
occafioned the ruin of thofe monarchs who ha4 
adopted it. Magnus, perhaps the ableftpripce 
who had ever fat on the Swedifh throne, could not 
fail to perceive this, and to re^gul^te his condu£^ 
accordingly. 

He knew the Swedes had at all times been per 
culiarly averfe to tax^s, and were equally appre- 
henfive of that increafe of the influence of thjc 
crown, which would be tlie neceffary confequencjc 
of any augmentation of its income. To obviat;e 
the oppofition to his defigns which he had reafon 
to expeft on both thefe accounts, he refolved \i\ 
the firft place to find fome expedient of raiflng a 
revenue without the impofition of taxes j and, in 
the next, to acquire fo far the confidence of his 
people, that they fhould not be afraid of trufting 
him with a revenue fo acquired, 

Poffefled of all the art and policy requifite to 
conduft with caution and fecrecy the plan he h^^d 
formed againft their liberties, he was the mQre^ 
4angcrous,from having, at the f^mc tf rxjue, ^fiifficiept 
auon^r d good qualities to coixdUate |heir af^ 
fcftions. If he gave occafion to awaken the jea- 
Joufy of his fubje&s, he likewife won upon their 

F 4 hearts i 



Digitized by 



Google 



[ 1^ ] 

heft^; fo th^t their judgment of his condud bcr 
came bi^d by their attachment to his perfon. 
^^^i^onfcious of the influence of the clergy over 
-the minds of the people, Magnus applied himfelf 
moft afliduoufly to gain that body of men over to 
his intereft. He paid his court to the monks-, by 
founding a jiunriber of monafteries 5 and to the 
biihops, by aQefting to place the greatcft confir 
dence in them, and by bellowing upon them the 
firft offices of the ftate *, 

When this artful monarch had by thcfe means 
crea^dinthe nation adifpofitionwhich he judged 
favourable to his defigns ; having convened the 
States of Stockholmt* ^^ reprefented to them the 
fcantinefs of the revenues of the crown, which he 
;medged were totally infufficient to fupport the 
dignity of a fovercign. And fo. great was his in- 
fluence over the members who compofed the 
ftates, that after three days deliberation, the whole 
cpijvcn?ion voted him all the mines of Sweden and 
(jpthland, the produce of the foyr great lakes J, 
to which they added the incomes of all the fiefs J, 
^ienated from the crown by former kings, when 
the leafed in beipg expired §, Thus Magnus at 
one ftrokc rendered himfelf independent of hi^ 
people} who, whilft they were fq layi(h of theip 

^ Both* p, 271. t A..p, i282t 

X The Meler» Vcter, Vener, and Hillmer. 
^ II Thcfc were the farms, already taken notice of, which 
&ad been granted by Bi:ant Amund, tp thofe who clearcid them 
of the woods. 
iPpfcfidorft 
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gr^ts to the crown, forgot to have them accom- 
panied by provifions for the fecurity of their li^^ 
ties. So that here, was laid the foundation of lis^^ 
power, the weight of which was afterwards moft 
fcvenely felt by the Swedes, under fubfequcnt 
monarchs. 

But befide the augmenting of his revenue, i» 
which we perceive Magnus fucceeded fo well, this' 
prince had another objeft in view, of equal im- 
portance towards eftablilhing his authority on a 
^ more folid foundation; this was, the humbling: 
of his nobles.- '^ ^, 

He had obferved that though the homination to 
the dignity of a fenator, and the difppfal of the 
other great offices in the kingdom, were branches 
of the royal prerogative j yet they had added but 
little to the power of his predeceffors. Thefe of- 
fices^ approached too near to the royal dignity^ 
where the authority of kings was fo much limited . 
as in Sweden, and rendered thofe who poflefled 
them, the rivals rather than the fubjefts' of their, 
prince. The reafon of this was, that though the. 
king could make a fenator, the ftates only could 
. depofe him» Whoever, therefore, became a mem-« 
ber of the Senate, was immediately rendered inde- 
pendent of his fovereign. Hence, the very per- 
fons whom the king had raifed to pow^r and 
confcqpence, frequently employed them againft 
himfclff A3 they had nothing farther to hope or 
to fear from him, they could have no private inte- 
reft in promoting, but would on the contrary, 
from the fpirit of independence, and love of free- 
dom 
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dom common lo all the Swodes^ c^poCd my 4e^ 
fignshe might entertain againft the liberties of his 
country. 

To remedy this, Magnus boldly haaarded a 
ftep» which a prince of leis popularity durft not 
have ventured. He had married Hidwig, d^ii^i- 
trr of the Duke of Holftein, and was the ^rft 
King of Sweden who formed alliances with foreign 
powers. Relying on the afSftance he might re-. 
cewn from thefe, he refolved to beftow fome of 
t^ great offices of the ftate upon foreigners. He 
even went Co far, as to introduce many into the 
fenate. As thefe had no weight or influence in 
the nation, but what they derived from their 
mafter, and poflefled no intereft ifeparate frKmx his, 
he was fure that the power with which he entrufteci 
them would never be nmde ufe of to oppofe his 
will. Such a condudt was a direft violation of the 
Jaws of the realna ; and could not fail to excite 
the utmoft d^ree of indignation and refentment 
among the Swedifh nobles. But Magnus, fecure 
of the affeftions of the body of his people, and 
Hkcwife powerfully fupported from abroad, p^d 
little attention to the murmurs and difcontents of 
his nobility, ^ 

Their haughty fpirit could not, however, pa- 
tiently fubmit to what they confidered as the hi^- 
eft of indignities. Unfortunately this precipitat- 
ed them into a meafure, which only ferved to give 
the king a new and plaufibie pretext for purfuing' 
the defigns h? iiad formed againft them^ with 
additional vigour. Nothing can exhibit a more 
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twes, tfean the mctbioda t^kw* by tH Sm^iSs^ 
iwblesjj u|K)n this ocgaiion, to ffek 5€dr«fe feu tlM 
grievjinkcc they complaiaecj of, 

the queen going into Gothland to «iCCt h^n 
father, was attended by many gf the Hplftewrs, 
who were the nxoft obnoxious to the malc-cftCH 
tents. This prefented the latter with an oppor- 
tunity they had long wifhed for. They rcfolve4 
to way-lay her majefly on her journey, ^4 jq 
maffacre all the foreigners that accompanied her. 
They %ared only the life of the cjuke^ father to the 
€|uieen, who had herfelf the good fortune to. make 
her e&ape. 

From the rehiAance with which all nations, arc 
apt to behold foreigners adirarrced among (hem 
to pofts of honowr andpw>fitf, it is probable that 
thia aftioa did not excite in the Swedes that in- 
d&gpmonp which its baarbarky might otherwtfc 
bare rai&d. Maigws^ however, w^ determined^ 
to punifli with the utmofl: fereriiy fo atrocidu» an 
oS^cme. But 'm tbia he wa^' 4)4)liged {o proceed 
with camiojft^ and xa oaaploy his uAiai addmls* 

Havii^, by the ny&Q: art&l coadua, hiBed 
tbofe ftoWes wJm were chiefly coocemed in thi» 
tranfadbion, into a falfe feeurity> iiAichratk^put 
them off their gwafd, he fuddwly AflSsmMcd the 
Diet i where accufing; them of iiigb-twafon, he ha4 
influence fufiicient <o pmcua^ th^ Jcmi^wxMimK 
Th^y were «pc(>ir4ii|gly Wftvcyod M Stodchblmi 
where they were execiftcdt T)m W2», the iw>ft 
fatjil blow ttwt ^ho poMwr J|iid4«d^jfindfcn« ©f ;thc 
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iSwcdilh nobles had ever received. So vigorous an 
exertion of the influence the king bad been ^le 
to acquire, awed them into fubmiflion during the 
remainder of his reign j which concluded in the 
'moftperfeft tranquillity. 

But it ended too foon for the completion of all 
this prince's defigns. He had, indeed, governed 
with far more authority than any of his predecef- 
forsi but he was indebted for this increafe of 
power to his perfonal qualities, not to the throne 
he occupied. It was Magnus, not the King, who 
was rcfpeded and obeyed. To transfer, however, 
an authority fo acquired, from the perfon of the 
monarch, to the crown itfelf, fo as to render it part 
of the conftitution, and enable him to tranfmit it 
to his children, was by no means an-eafy taflc. 
Had Magnus lived longer he might, perhaps> 
have effeded it. But the death of this prince, in 
the prime of life, fortunately prevented, the Swedes 
from carrying their complaifance towards a favou- 
rite Ibvereign too far j and the extreme youth of 
his fuccefTor prevented, in fome meafure, thofe 
immediate ill confequences to their liberties, of 
which the artful policy of Magnus might other- 
wife have been produftive. 

I have dwelt the longer upon the tranfaftions 
of this reign, as, during the courfe of it, the 
grounds of the firft material change in the Swedifh 
conftitution, (torn the time of its cftablilhment, 
feem to have been laid. 

So confiderable an augmentation of the reve* . 
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nucs of the crown was neccflSirily followed b^.A 
proportional incrcafe of the regal power j ^and 
whilft by the fteady and vigorous exertion of this 
power Magnus humbled the hau^ty fpirit erf" his 
nobles, and created in the reft of the nation a relpeft 
for the royal dignity, with which they appear to 
have been before but little acquainted ; he at 
the fame time, by employing them only for the 
public good, reconciled his lubjefts to a£ts of au* 
tixority, which in former monarchs they would 
liave oppofed with the utmoft violence. 

The character and condudl o( this prince might 
in fomc meafure have juftified their acquiefcencc 
to his will ; but they either did not forefee or did 
not guard againft the evil confequences ofefta- 
blifliing a precedent which opened a door for the 
admiflion of arbitrary power under future mo- 
narchs. Accordingly it is likewife in the tranfafti- 
ons of this reign that thofe caufes originated, which 
afterwards gave birth to the treaty of Calmar. 

The fuccefTors of Magnus imitated his exam- 
ple only in aiming at the augmentation of the 
royal authority, but did not employjlike him, 
that authority for the good of the people. 

It is the opinion of all the Swedifli hiftorians, 
that had the fucceffors of this prince been pof- 
feffed of equal abilities, the free conftitution of 
Sweden would probably have been converted into 
an abfolute monarchy. But at the death of Mag- 
nus, his fon Birger was only eleven years old; and 
Tcrkel Canutfon, who was appointed regent du- 
ring the minority of the young king, was not of a 
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ii4M>Jldm to fsdrifite tbe Hbeitm of lilk teiimif 
kc the ftriiie tf the n^al aiitlnxitf^ 

KfUqgms faixi Idcewife titeBmhted due fkhie er^ 
rat lof iirhkh ihany (^ his |Arofetdlbrs kad beea 
gtiiltjri fie had i^vth to his yooiiger fon %a* 
rate poitions of his donimiiaiis ; fo that dibugh 
Biif^r hhd the title of kitigi his brOthera Gtic.and. 
Wokidmar fiearly eq^^ed inno in po^er and m 
the ^tent of th^r pofTefllons. 

TiMSwas produ^ive of the. fame ^irit of rivals 
fliip, the fame jeoloufies, aad thie fa^ne civil diflen- 
tions^ which had ever -been the confequencc of 
fuch a divifion of the Swedilh territories. 

One advantage indeed refulted from it : the 
king, engaged in continual contefts with his hro- 
thers, could have neither leifure nor opportunicy 
to purfue that artful policy pradtifed by his fe- 
ther, which had threatened the total ruin of the 
Swedifh liberties, even had he poffeffed abilities 
equal to tl^e tafk. 

The fchemes of Magnus had been however too 
deeply laid not to be produftive, after his deaths 
of many of the confequences which this fagacioujs 
prince had forefeen. ' . 

By introducing a ftile of magnificence itrtq the 
Swedifh court, which had been before unknown 
there, he not only indulged his natural difpofition, 
but Ukewife forwarded by it his views of ambition^ 
The pomp and fplendour he dilplayed, at once 
gave new dignity to the crown, and in the opi- 
nion of the people, too apt to be governed by ap*» 
pearances^ ferved in a great meafure to diminiih 
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IRi otfccf Ibtt grbuhd, With ftpdrA tb thfe J^Jeft 5i 
wliich th^)r^fct^tiR filth hfeldbt S^natibh. Arid 
MJ^lis, by inr^iring his fiibjt^s With rtiQ)ca: fot 
flie -perfon, pf€f>ared %hetn to fubrfiit t6 thi 
authbi^ of tkfe kittg- / In this hh tUtiMpU 
was followed by MS fiiccftdlbrs. They ^t-c ih^ 
iitm^ to him foi' die griiat eugfticfntfttion idT the 
iWtteic jttf thie crcwn, Whkh g^ft tkem the tttftimi 
df diWjfig lb; Vrf^ilft from hife <rondli<a:'with ^^dfp^S 
fe^ forcignirs^ they had been di^ht whdt act^a*- 
tages they might reap from forey^ aJliances, 4ikl 
hoW leffedually they might ht fupported by i*f6& . 
agomil tiieir own fubje£te. ' 

Htence it was that tho^maiiy circirmftihe^s ^i6rt^ 
trlbuted to prolong the date ^ the SwedMh life€«r-i 
ties, yet from the reign of this ptince we find thi& 
power of the crown gradually indreafinjj> till at 
fcngth under Albo-t of Medenberg, liberty fecfiis 
tohav« been totally fubvcrted, and defpotifiA ^(htw 
bliflned in its room. . :- 

R-om the fame period too wc may obferVe tteir 
a chiange in the temper and difpofition of cher 
Swedes began to take place j and that the eageiH 
ncfe of their monarchs to ufuip authority, ^petfs 
hirdly to exceed the abjeft fubraiffion with ^dr 
liidy were fuff€^ed to excrcife it. 

Not only Birger, but the two dukes his brotfeerg;; 
loaded the people with taxes; who bore the heivi^ 
impbfitions, with a patience that had never fjott 
found in their anceftors on fimilar occafions. Aflwl 
when this at length produced fome commotions^ 
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ihtf were quelled with uniifual facilityj and the 
princes pcrfeyercd without obftacle in the fame line 
of condufl:^ The riches they obtained of rafher ex* 
torted from their fubjcds, not only enabled theiji 
to divide the nation into parties> but likewife to 
maintain bodies of foreign troops, which were the 
chief inftruments of their power. 

We find however that a revolution fhortly 
takes place. Birger is dethroned, Mathas JCettle- 
miinfon declared proteftor, and Magnus, fon of 
duke Eric, an infant only three years old, advanced 
to the throne. :But we are not to attribute this re- 
vpltrtion to the fpirit of liberty, which had on for- 
mer occafions produced changes of afimilar nature. 
That fpirit appears then to have been almoft ex- 
itinft among the Swedes ; at Icaft it had been fb 
much enfeebled, that other motives feem to have 
been requifite to ftimulate the nation to refiftancc. 
Hence, though Birger had been guilty of greater 
oppreffions than thofe for which many of his pre-, 
deceflbrs had forfeited their crown, yet other caufes 
were afligned for taking arms againft him. Bir- 
ger's two brothers Eric and Waldemar, had b«en 
put to death in the moft treacherous and inhuman 
manner, by his order. His unnatural cruelty to- 
wards thefe princes, who perhaps deferved as little 
of the public as himfelf, was the oftenfible reafon- 
for driving him from his throne and kingdom : fo 
that this revolution is to be attributed rather to' 
tiixe power and number of the partizans of the 
Aiurdered dukes, than to any remains of that fpi- 
ri; of refiftance, which at former periods the love 
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of freedofti. had never failed to Excite ^jrriong the 
Swedes when they found themfelves opprefled,. 
.We proceed but a few fteps in the Swedifti hiftory 
before we meet with another revolution ; Magnus^ 
from the fame infatuation which had poffeffed 
idmoft every monarch that had hitherto fat on the 
throne of Sweden, purfued the . fame conduft iA 
encroaching on the liberties and trampling ort 
the rights of his people. And though this prince 
poffeflfed neither abilities to gain the refpeft, 
nor virtues . to acquire the love of his fubje6ts> 
he would probably have been fufFered to continue 
his ufurpations, had he not tinfortunately for him- 
felfy emplpyed the revenues appropriated to the 
pope, in an expedition againft the Ruffians, Un- 
able to reimburfe his holinefs, he was excommuni- 
cated. The confequence was, that fupcrftition ef- 
fefted what the love of freedomy no longer power- 
ful among the Swedes, could not have done. Mag-J' 
nus was dethroned, and. the crown conferred on 
his fon Eric. . . 

Upon the death of Eric, who held ithe fceptre 
but a {hort time, his father, the depofed Magnus^ 
having given the moft folemn affurandes that he 
would corredt the errors of his former reign^ was 
fufFered again to afcend the Swedilh throne. For 
this perhaps he was principally indebted to his be- 
ing the only remaining prince of the blood royal. 
His conduft however anfwered but ill tahis pix>- 
feffions; and he made no other ufe of the autho- 
rity to which he had been reftored,\han to gratify 
hk refentments, and to fatiate his revenge, upon 
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thofc ^ho had before contributed to his depa« 
(ition. 

Wearied at length with his tyranny, the nobles 
who had moft fufFered, or had moft to apprehend 
from him, refolved tp (hake off his yoke. But this 
was by no means an cafy talk. Since the reign of 
Magnus Ladulas, the power of the crown had 
increafed in proportion as its revenues had been 
augmented. 

The Swedilh monarchs had of late been enabled 
to form to themfelves fo numerous a body of 
partifans, that nothing but a very general dil^ 
affedion among their fubjcfts could fliake them 
from their feat. The fpirit of liberty had fo much 
decayed among the people as tq have had little or ik> 
Ihare in the two laft revolutions. Thefe had noft 
been accomplilhed without difficulty and blood- 
fhed, and would probably have never .taken place 
but for fome other circumftances, which bore no 
relation to thofe caufes which on former occafions 
had been produftive of fimilar events. 

In the pref^nt inftance no fuch circumftances 
cxifted. There was befides, as has been before 
obferved, no prince of the royal race remaining to 
whom they could offer the crown; and any fchen:ic 
of the nobles to elcSt a new king out of their awn 
body would have been a point of the utmoft difii^ 
culty. Not only their j^ealoufy of each other was 
alnioft an infuperable obflacle to this meafure> bvtt 
had they been able to have overcome it> and to 
iave chofcn one fron> among themfelves, their 
ability to foppprt their chpicc was very dubiow* 
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In this ftatc of things they refolved upon ati tg^ 
pcdient, which was what firft prepacred the way 
ibr the acceflSion of Margatet of Norway to the 
throne of Sweden ; and which confequei^tly imme- 
diately led to the famous treaty pf Calmar. They 
refolved to offer their crown to fome fore^ 
prince, who from his connexions and alliances^ . 
would be fuJficiently powerful to ra^e good the 
title they were willing to confer upon him. They 
imagined that fuch a prince, who ihould owe to 
them alone the fcepter he bore, who could not, like 
a native monarch, have had any opportunity of 
forming to himfeif a body of partifiins, dangerous 
to the liberties of their fellow fubjefts; and who^ 
from the very circumftance of his being a foreigneri 
would be miftrufted by the people^ would fcarcely 
venture to invade the rights of men already oA 
their guard againft him. 

Albert, fecond fon of the^ duke of Meclenburg^ 
was the prince made choice of on this occafion* 
He was at firft proclaimed by the malecontents, 
and having fei^d upon Stockholm, was afterwards 
acknowledged fovereign by the whole nation. 

Thus Magnus was a fecond time depofed^ and 
fo far the Swedes accomplilhed their wifhes. But 
they foon found themfelves feverely difappbinted 
in every other view which had induced them to 
place their crown on the head of a foreigner. One 
might have been tempted to think that theSwedifh 
throne was itfelf infeftious, and neceffarily com- 
municated the love of defpotifm, like a difeafe, 
to all who fat upon it. The fame power which 
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hid inkWcd Albert to fnatch thtfceptev out of 
the hands of Magnus, was afterwards emplby^d to 
fcnfl^ve his new fubjefts. Certain of fupport from 
the princ66 of Meclenbtirg, the earls of Holftein, 
and the Hanfe towns, he refolvcd to cany his au- 
thority^ to the u tmoft extent. He' Bellowed ail 
pbfts of confequence upon foreigners. Thefe only 
pofleffed his confidence and fhared his favours ; he 
inlfroduced a nurnber of Germans into the fenatt) 
in dh-efJrviolation of the laws of the. realijil aiid 
maintained a ftanding army of foreign mer?ena- 
ries, by means of the^ oppi^eflive taxes which thofe 
military collectors enubled him to extort frorri hii 
fubjefts. . ' 

.Not content with having laid burdens, on' his 
people already beyond their ability to bear, Al- 
bert of a fudden demanded a third of all the reve- 
nues .of the kingdom, ecclefiaftical as well as civiL 
Thi^ the diet refufed to confent to v but the king, 
who Teems to have confulted them Entirely for the 
fake of form, without intending to pay any regard 
to their determinations, immediately^ feizcd by 
|brce iwhat he could not obtain ,by confeat* . So 
much was the fpirit of the Swedifh noblesv at 
that ;time funk, that had 'Albert contented him-: 
felfwith invading in this manner the property of 
the laity only, it is probable he niight have en-: 
joyed his ufurpations uridifturbed. _;,_,-,'.,:' 
He betrayed however the utmofit ^folly ^s well 
a,s rapacity, by this attack on tTje, prqp^^ 
of the church 5 which could not fail .'to ren^ 
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der fo powerful a body of men as that of the 
clergy, his mortal enemies. 

, The. whole nation feems now to have been for 
once united, in order to free themfelves from, his 
tyranny. But if the depofition of Magnus had 
proved a point of no inconfiderable difficulty, the 
driving Albert from- a feat in which he was fo well 
fortified, muft have been a much more arduous 
talk. 

The fame difficulties muft have occurred with, 
refpecSt to the choice of a fucceflbr, arifing from 
the fame caufe, the want of a prince of the ancient 
blood royal, on whom they could beftow their 
crown without creating mutual jealoufies among . 
the nobles. But then Albert was infinitely more 
powerfully fupported than Magnus had been i and 
the fpirit of liberty^ already on the decline among 

' the Swedes undel* Magnus, had not certainly ac* 
quired frelh vigour during the defpotic reign of 
Albert. An army of foreigners in the heart of 
Sweden; all the fortrefles and ftrong holds of the 
kingdom in the pofleflion of thefe; the chief part 
of the Swedifh nobles in voluntary exile in Den- 
mark, whither they had fled for protedtion j and 
the king, fecure of receiving numerous bodies 
of troops from his allies abrpad, the rno- 
ment he fhould require them : thefe were 
all ftrong barriers in the way of any attempt to 
dethrone him. Thus circumftanced, the Swedes 
were either too weak to endeavour by themfelves 
to fhake off a yoke that was become intolerable, 

' or perhaps wanted courage to exert the ftrength 
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of which they might ftill have been poflefled. 
Determined however no longer to fubmit to Al- 
bert, they raflily refolved to offer their crown t# 
Margaret queen of Denmark and Norway, That 
£igacious princefs, who had long beheld with a fe- 
cret fatisfa&ion the fituation to which the Sweden 
ii<rere reduced, had too much ambition not to take 
akhrantage of it. She accepted of their offer, but 
upon her own termSt Terms which afterwards re-r 
duced Swi&den to a more deplorable ftate of flavery 
than had ever yet been experienced in that coun- 
try. 

This meafure was certainly as impolitic as it 
was extraordinary. From the national antipathy 
tJiat had ever fubfifted between the Swedes and 
the Danes, one would have imagined a Daniflx fo- 
vereign would have been the very laft who cpuld 
hope to ^fcend th^ Swedilh throne. And with 
regard to the policy of it^, the Swedes, without any 
great degree of penetration, migl^t have perceiyed 
that a principal fource of their grjevanceai was the 
linconftitutional power which their monarchs had 
fo frequently ufurped. They might Have obferved^ 
that from the great augmentation of the revenues 
of the crown, which had been infured to it to per- 
petuity, their kings had often been enabled to 
form at home a party fufEciently confiderable to 
fecure them in the poffeffion of it, though againft 
^he fenfe of the reft of the nation. How much 
^his fecurity had been increafed when a prince had 
likewife refources from abroad, they had but too 
veil experienced in the perfon of Albert. 

To 
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To bcftew therefore their crown on the moll 
potent ibvereign of the north, who would not 
only neceflarily fuccced to all the authority pof- 
felled by preceding princes, but would likewife 
derive additional power from bei«g already miftrefs 
of two kingdoms, feems to have t^n an expe- 
dient calculated only to increafe tne weight of 
thofe fhackles, from which it was their objedt to 
free themfelves. Little could they expeft that 
fo potent a princefs as the fovercign of Denmark 
and Korway, would refpe6t more their rights and 
privileges than their native monarchs had done ; 
who, not being poffeffed of the fame power, could 
not infringe them with equal fafety. Yet fuch 
was the hatred the Swedes bore to Albert, anct fo 
precipitate were they in purfuing any fteps which 
might rid them of that tyrant, that they not 
only acknowledged Margaret queen of Sweden, 
but, in order to cut off every hope the depofed 
king might entertain of ever remounting the 
Swedifh throne, they waved one of thofe rights 
of which they had hitherto been moft tenacious, 
that of elefting their fovereign; and luffered 
Margaret, a fliort time after her acceflion, to no- 
minate the prince who was to fucceed her. 

While the Swedes were thus induftrioufly forg- 
ing their own chains, Margaret meditated a ftroke 
which had long been the objeft of her ambition* 
Not content with uniting the three Northern 
crowns in her own perfon, fhe aimed at rendering 
that union perpetual. The treaty of Calmar was 
dcfigned to effeft this purpofe : a treaty to which 
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htr Swedifh fubjcfts were either fo blind as ic% 
grant their affcnt, or found themfelves unable to ' 
rcfufe it. It was obvious they could never pro- 
mife themfelves any thing better from this niea- 
fure, than to fee their country become a province ' 
to^ Denmark J but the requefts of their newfove- ' 
reign carried with them th^ authority of com- 
mands 5 and as (he poffefled the power required 
to exaft obedience to her will, Ihe was of a temper 
too, that would not brook oppofition. This event 
opens in the Swedilh hiftory a new fcene of con- 
fqfion, anarchy and diftraftion, arifing from frefli 
caufes, and exceeding, if poflible, all the diforders 
which had before prevailed in Sweden, although 
the fources of thcfe, were already fufficiently nu- 
n^erous. 

The ftate of this country previous to the reign 
of Magnus Ladulas, has already been fufficiently 
laid open. , But that reign furnilhes an epocha, 
from which we may date a change both with re- 
fped to the government of the Swedes, and to that 
attachment to liberty, by which they were before 
diftinguiiheci, Fron^ that period* to the acceffion 
of Margaret, we perceive the power of the crown 
continually augmenting, at the fame time that the 
fpirit of the people feems proportionably to de- 
cline. Other motives than the love of freedom, 
vifibly influenced their conduit, in the revolutions 
which then occurred. And if the frequency of 
thefe prove then[i on fome occafion? to ti^yc been 
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ftiU pofleflfed of their wonted reftieflhefs of dilpo- 
lition, the patience with yfhich they fubmitted,' 
Qn others, to the fevereft oppreffion, fufficiently 
evinces that their paflion for independence had: 
confiderably abated. But this alteration in their- 
ijational charafter was not produftive of any be-, 
neficial confequences to the tranquillity of the; 
ftate. Of a temper too turbulent before to reap, 
^he advantages of any form of government, they 
then ran into the contrary extreme 5 and frequently 
betrayed' a degree of fubmiffion, as inconfiftent 
with their former charafter, as it was adverfe to 
their liberties. The firft not more repugnant to 
true, than the latter was fubverfive of all freedom. 

The kings who reigned at this period, appear 
to have confidered this change of dilpofition in. 
their fubjefts towards obedience, as 'only a tran- 
fient humour, of which they could not too 
fpeedily take advantage, for the purpofe of aug- 
menting their authority, and increafing their 
exadions. Accordingly we find the latter enor- 
mous, and the former almoft unlimited. But we 
never fee them purfuing meafiires of another kind, 
which fuch a change of difpofition in the nation 
placed equally in their power; I mean meafures 
that would have contributed to the happinefs of 
fociety. We meet no improvement in their in- 
terior policy; no regulations to facilitate the ad* 
miniftration of juftice; to promote public order, 
render private property fecure, or eftablifh per-, 
fonal faiety. None that tended to enlighten the 
ynderftanding or foften the manners of the peo- 
ple/ 
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jiki among whom we can as yet difcorer^ no 
knowkdge of letters, no acquaintance ifidth the 
arts and fciences, and few if any attempts towards 
At cultivation of commerce* If fuch was the 
ftate of Sweden previous to her having acceded 
to the treaty of Calmar, that treaty feems to have 
been but ill calculated to corrcft the diforders, 
which had fo long prevailed there. On the con- 
tfzry^ it at once opened an additional fource of 
oppreffion, and became a frelh caufe of new dif- 
fentions. Upon this were founded thofe claims 
of the kings of Denmark upon the crown of Swe- 
den, which at diifferent periods were purfued by 
thofe princes with various fuccefs -, but whiclvfor 
upwards of a century plunged the two kingdoms 
into the moii bloody wars that ever brought ruin 
on a people. And it w^ this that divided the 
nation into two of the moft violent parties that 
were ever yet formed in it ; the one, determined 
to affert the independence of their country ; the 
other equally refolved to abide by the terms of 
the treaty ; or under the pret^t of abiding by 
them, to oppofc, from motives of jealoufy or am- 
Intion, the patriotic views of thofe, who refufcd 
to admit the pretenfions of the Dani£h monarchs. 

It is true, that the Swedes, previous to their 
cpnfenting to the ynion of the three Northern 
crowns, had taken every precaution agaiirfl thsi 
ini(^nyeftiencies.which n::aght arife from it, th^t 
ip fheir circiinjftaocc^ prudence could fijgg^ft, 
Apjopg Other articles, they particularly ftipul^ed, 
th^ they fhould retain their own laws, cuftoms, 
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and privileges of every kind j and that die fiibjedb 
of Denmark ad Norway fhotdd not be raifed to 
polls of power or profit in Sweden* 

Margaret, who had made no difficulty to con- 
^nt to thefe coftditiofts, ufed as little ceremony 
afterwards in totally difregarding them. Nor 
was there one artidc of the whole treaty of union 
adhered to by her fuCceflbrs. Thefe having got 
into their hands all the fortreffes of the kin^om, 
fetaied to have no object in view but to depreis the 
Swedifli nobles, to remove them from all public 
. affairs, and to reduce the people to luch a ftate of 
Servitude as muft totally deprive them of the abi- 
lity of redreffing themfelves. But it was other- 
wife with the deigy ; to them was Ihewn every 
mark of favour aiid diftinftion. The Danifli 
monarchs pofleffed policy fufficient to perceive, 
that without fecuring that body, they could neyer 
cxpeft to tyrannize with fafety over the reft of the 
Elation. Accordingly monafteries were, founded, 
churches endowed, and the power and privileges 
cJf the bilhops augmented to the fuUeft gratifica- 
tion of their ambition. 

Won by this conduft, the Swediih prelates 
were ever the moft ftrenupus advocates for abiding 
by the treaty of Galmar; and confequcntly the 
moft violertt Qppdfert of all who attempted to 
refcue their country from the fhackles that treaty 
had impofed upon it. In confequence, diercfijre, 
6f this fatal union of the northern crowns, rfie 
majority of the Swedes found themfejves expofed 
to.theworft of all oppreflBons, that which flows 
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firon> ftibjedion.to foreign doTnjmonj $nd what 
rendered their fitu^ttion ftUl more deplorable, was> 
that a confiderable number of their countrymen 
were jnterefted in promoting their oppreffian. 
Hence they became a prey to the rapacity. of 
Uanilh governQrs> whpfe impofitions were exor- 
bitant, in proportion as they were certain ofplua-^. 
dering with impunity i and who, not content 
with feizing the property, often. cruelly revenged 
themfelves on the perfons oi this unfortunate peo- 
pie, for their inability to pay taxes that were im- 
pofed with as little judgment as' feeling. Aad 
hence they luffered no lefs from domeftic dilfen- 
tions, than from. the tyranny of foreigners. By 
every tranfient refpite from the latter, they be^. 
came expofed to all the horrors of the former, 
When at apy time enabled for a fhort-lived period 
to fhake off the IJanifh yoke, which happened not. 
unfrequently, the Swedes, diftrafted by party ragc^ 
and ftimulated by all that bitternefs of rancour and. 
violence of animofity which civil contefts ufually 
inlpire, ftill continued, in their difputes with ^ach 
other, to fhed frefh ftreams of that blood, with 
which even the fword of the Danes had been al- 
ready glutted. 

Soon after the death of Margaret*, we find Eti- 
gelbrecht, and Erik Packe, rife to refcue their 
countrymen from the oppreflion of Erik her fuc- 
ceffor. Animated by that enthufiaftic loVe of 
freedom, which once charafterizcd the Swediih 

•A, D. 1415. 

ftttion. 



Digitized by 



Google 



\ 



C ^3'3 

^nation, their dfortaf weire gSr^rotis^^ bWA^Tfc* 

^fiamihiftration<)f aBFalTs & f^i ikto the haiids ct 
<;Rarles Camitfeft, grand ;Ma«j^ 
K& tirth an4 rank obtaining ^^at' was in jiifticc 
^kcWthe ferVices c^Englet^e^gHt^afld'Pa^ke.-''^ 
- -The mliirafer of the Mft, liSi^g^uli^SSP«ft 
latter; who hatS" t^eii arms 'lo"^ft^hge^th€ dmh 
iof Hisfriejnd/'vv^e the iieWartitftfi^y^f^cciVea'a^'ffe 
*3lKb of eahtltfoft. ^ Upon thiJ die'SWSagsVksCff 
they* had ^freiia/ foi-^otterf-klt^thfe^^^ fi^fitefil 
f*l«ft^^die ©afilfh <> gidvemmerit;' ajppeiar deifiroifep *i 
^ecaft^Erik Xhepeopley dif^eii^attli^ fet«rie^ 
!ttrlth which the MarelHal-esds^fed-'fii^^^^ 
andithe 4idbiU^,:^ifeulafe4:by j^ofify ai^faeiiij| 
att^^qoai pkc^ above them^' d^te^iried to^^J^ 
appoint him in: His vieWs i^po3i'-ftie Ctb^y "89 
whicK 'he now openly ^piml.r:i:EPik!'iiaviiig^ titfcil 
depofed in Denmark and Norway, as' well as In 
Sweden J they, in' conjunAion with thofei?#a 
countrfts> eleft Ghriftopher^of Ba^fiai'ia^'^wiw istf* 
ccnds the triplb throne upoii die &mc terifts'^i 
MaKgaret and-Efik; IChrJftopher, unintouaedjsy 
tlie.i&Kiniplc o£ kts predecefli^y^&Hows hh flepsj 
and would .have dbnet with afimilar fate, ^had- hoft 
dctth^ by .ridding them of a:tyranti fpafftd - the 
Swedes the bloodfhed: that muir have attended 
another revolution. We now perceive, -they have 
^;ain rccourfe .tcr the very 'man, whom they fo 
flidrtly Lhcfore judged unworthy (o polfefsan;^ 
authority.:':. tcT^':!:^^ . j;/. *. •: 
rrOa tlK death of Chriftopher, Charles Canutfon 
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i$^e6todKingbyagreatm^orit3r. Biit)icfd]4 
^ot longei^oy his dignity* The intrigues o£ th# 
-^jbdflKapSy and of the /)ther parti&ns 9^ P^nmsirka 
together with fome tymnnicalads which the na<^ 

4tu]:ai vehemepce <^ hi$ temper hqd nwi^ 
mit^ in a ihort tiine McafioQed a yntrerffd se^cdt 
aivai^ his fut^e^bj which tyiiled in his deppfi* 
jrion> a qenewal of ^e treaty of Cfdmar^.apd th^ 
f)^(m of Qhriiftiem the Ift. It would be hard 
Ito determine, in this tranf^on, which we oi^t 
yjAoftto woncter atjf the fickleo^ <^.the S^ed^.hi 
^ oiften changing ^heir qiajt^y or their abfuixiity 
in iag«in CQnfc»Bng to that ^niort>fram which a 
dMrrbought ^pfifjlj^ce had]9Baft£^li«gly jtatf^ 
^mithcj.cotM tUpeft noAiaglMit die feycreft 
cgppi»j(Gon. ChiA&ipm, . indeed^ jbon gaieie. .them 
l^afon to ret^ent^ifr their foH^i.land/WeJhocdf 
fi^: Cailutibn again feated on the Swediih tbrone. 
IRut it (Was Qnly -to renounce it asifiiddenLy as ke 
beoame poflGeifledrof itc and.we, ocm ind^hiiki 
ciKi[^)dykd to.ivear never tnore to a^ire.to 
thei^rown» i^hkh he hoimd iiimfeif jnot to ac^ 
ij(tjptj wen were it proflfirred to hinu Not^plth- 
i)^(^g thit> 3Charks agaiit^arecoKrers the fceptt€^ 
for tli^eithud.tiine; afld.his.dca^ happen- 

ed fooft afterj. fwe * may pvc&i|ie^^atiedhim^:!the 
numificatioaiQf J^fesing it once nnorewrefted from 
hishani^. 

"the condi^ of thispriocb wc^ oertaii^ more 

ex^a^din^ryc^ain einea:.that dfaigr x>f his prodew 

. celTors; and furniflies a fbriking proof c^lthcJicde 
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attention paid at diat time among the Swedes fid 
any ideas of order or principles ofjuftiee. 

If the princes who preceded Chade$ purfiied an 
arbitrary fyftem of policy^ and exa^^ Aipplidl 
from their fubgefb with a rapacious ^eyerity, at 
leaft their power was previoufly eftauUiflied on a 
footii^ tolerably fecure^ and their authority im« 
difputed. But that Charles fhoiaid hanre pcoceeded 
u|^i the fame maxum^ that he ibcttiki ha^^e bedl^ 
^^ilty^jf the fame oppieflionsi he> vpon wlatom the 
crown be wore had been bcifto^ed 1^ his m^f^ 
trymen^ only with a ^Hiew to deUver them ir<Hiir>f 
tyrant; he> whofe authority had ever baecn dif- 
puted by a confiderable number of his own fubt 
jeds^ who had all the pois^rof Denmark continu* 
ally in arms againft him^ while the monarch t^ 
that country claimed a right to the Swediib 
throne, a right fupported by a confiderable party 
even in Sweden; that Charles, inftead of concilia 
atmg the affeftions of his people, ihould in thefe 
cii;cumftances have afted as tyrannicaUy as any of 
his predeceflbrs, we fhould be apt to attribute to 
madnefs alon^ didnot the general conduft of, all 
the .Swedes at this time teftify, that the Ipirit of 
anarchy had taken poffeffion of every breaft, an4 
that where all love for the conftitution was loft 
among the fubjefts, an attention to their privi-- 
le^es could be tut little exp6<9:ed from the fo- 
yereign. ^ 

/From the tir^e* that Charles firlftJieMed the 
^poojpp raifed by Englebrccht, to| the day of the 
death ^ this princ^ containiiig a Ipace of 

^; ; ,- ? A. D. 1434. S A, Dr 1470. 
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thirty-fix years, nothing could be more dread* 
ful than the ffaie of Sweden. This indeed may 
reafily be conceived from the fummary view 
I have jgiven of the hiftory of this fliort period j 
a period in which there happened feven com*- 
|)lete revolutionSj befides innumerable infarrec- 
ttoni attd revolts, that were quelled before they 
kad gained fufficient ftrength to produce others. 
And during which, the minds of men, cbntintj- 
jally agitated by a fucceffion of reciprocal injuries, 
maffacres, and all thofe outrages of which pUMty 
rage, when under no controul, never fails to be 
produftive, appear wound up to a pitch of fury 
bordering on madnefs. . ^ - 

So unaccountably inconfiftent was the conduft 
of the Swedes at this time ; fo replete with the 
wildeft abfurdity i and fo totally deftitute of any 
apparent objeft but the deftru6tion of each other ;. 
that in thofe dajrs of fiiperftition, an indifFa-ent 
ipe<5bator might have been tempted to conclude, 
fome daemon, intent on the ruin of the country, 
had poffefTed its inhabitants. \ [ ^ ^ 

Such were the fruits of the treaty of Calmar, 
It were unneceflary to dwell longer upon fcenet 
of fo difagreeable a nature. . It is fufficient to ob-^ 
ferve, that excepting a few intervals, thefe difbr- 
ders continued to prevail in Sweden, till the hor- 
rid maflacre of the nobility at Stockholm, under 
Chriftiern II?, filled the meafures of the miferici 
ef this country. This was a cataftrophe well 
fuited to the events which led to. iti ahd aU 
that fcemed wanting to complete the dTdbhtioti 
• .' ^ ^ •: r " which 
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which thofe had already caufed. It was hbw- 
fcver, in a ^reat rrteafure pj^odudtive of the well- 
known revolutibn which foon after placed Gufta- 
vus Valk oft the throne. Before We proceed td 
a review of that tranfaftioh, it may ndt be impro- 
per to rrtak^ a few curfor^ remarks upon the cf- 
fefts which the treaty of Calmar, and its confe- 
qiiences, muft haV'e had lipon the manners and 
government of the Swedes, during a period of 
more than a centiiry, in the courfe of which that 
tfeaty was occafioiially adhered to. It is obvious 
fto improvement ccJiild poflibly have taken placd 
in either, during times of fuch univerfal anaf- 
thy, fuch criiei civil diflehtions, and fo many' 
bloody foreign wars. On the contrary, ihe reft- 
lefnefs of temper and ficklehefs of^dilpofition which 
had 6ver been conlpicuou^ in this people, muft 
haVe been augnierited In proportion as their go- 
vernment had become nldre unfettled. Previous to 
the union of the horthern fcirowns, th6 vices of ah 
fcleftive n^biiarchy had been in i "great degree 
torrefted, by the preference which in all their 
eleftionis, the Swede^ conftaritly gave to thd line 
of their ancient kings* If dilputes aboiit the 
lucceflion fometimes occurred between different 
branches of the royal family, at leaft all contention 
for the crown andong ihe reft of the nobles, was 
by this means prevented* But the nation pro- 
fceeded a ftep farther than merely to adhere to the 
toyal line. Upon the death of the father, the fon 
Was generally fure to fucceed, unlefs he had pre- 
Vioufly given fortie caufe of cUfguft to thQfc who 
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were to elc6t him. Hence the Swedifh kings Cccm 
to have pofleflcd a double right to the crown they 
wore. The one, in virtue of their eleftion j the o ther^ 
on account of their birth. This laft indeed was 
not nor could not, in an eleftive government, be 
veiled in them by the conftitution i buty which 
amounted to the fame thing, it was founded ia 
cuftom, and in the predileftion of the people for 
the royal family.. 

This, to a nation fo reftlefs and turbulent as> 
before the reign of Magnus LauduUus, the 
Swedes appear to have been, was produ6tive of 
many advantages i whilft it cut off the fource o€ 
thofe divifions, which in elective kingdoms feldom 
fail to enfue upon the death of a monarch,- k gave 
to a Swediih fovcreign a degree of fecurity in thp 
poffeflion of the crown, which would not have beem 
the cafe> had his fubjc6ts conlidcred him in no. 
other light than that of being the creature of 
their choice. Ever fond of change, as well as 
prone to fedition, they would, upon the flightcft 
grounds for difcontent, have ufed but little cere- 
jBony in unrnaking kings, who were devoid of aoy 
other claim to the throne they occupied, than 
what they derived from their eleftion. 

Fluftuating therefore as the Swedifh govern- 
ment was, this circumftance, without doubt, ren- 
dered it lefs fo than it muft otherwife have been- 
But when the treaty of Calmar took place, the an- 
cient royal family of Sweden being then extinft^. 
it is obvious that the Swedes, faf from pofleffing 
any predile^ion for the princes, who in virtue of 
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that treaty bcdame theii* fovereagfis, Wdiil^, ah the 
contrary, from the national feamity that had ever 
fubfifted between Sweden atid Demnark, have.iia)^ 
4;urally been difaffeded towards them, 

Thefe princes then were not only deftitutc of 
^?^hat had formerly been tlie main prop of th* 
authority of their predecefforsj but likewifc found, 
in a national prejudice of their new fubjefts, afrefli 
fource of difcontent among them, that was furc tA 
augment that reftlefnefe of difpo0tion, which had 
already rendered it fo hard a tafk to -govern tltem. 

Accordingly, if we except Margaret, whoiefupet 
jtior abilities preferved the feepter in hcf handi 
till Ihe died i and Chriftophcr, whofe deatk pw- ' 
vented a -rcvohitiijn : none of the ]>aniih fovc^ 
reigns who focceeded to the throne of Swe^elv 
could ever maint^n themfelves in it, although 
backed by all the power of Denmark and Norway. 
And notwithffianding that Charles Canutcfon was 
a native monarch, yet as he poffeffed no right to 
the crown but what he derived from his ekdion, 
he Jeems to have bee^ rendered the fport of the 
caprice of his fubjefts, from the number of tinFieg 
he was depofed ami reinftated. 

But the anarchy, confufion, and devaftation^ 
which mufl: neceflarily have attended fbch frequent 
revolutions, were not the only evils refulting 
from the treaty of Caiman Thefe indeed may 
have increafed the natural turbulence of the 
Swedes^ and have revived thste ferocity of manners 
among them, which had begun to abate during 
the reigns of Magnus Ladulaus and hi& imn»^di^ 
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ate fucccflbrs. Other confcqucnces, ftill more fa- 
tal to liberty, cnfued from that unfortunate mea- 
fure. The queftion fcemed no longer to be, how 
the nation ought to be governed, but who was to 
govern them. Whether a Dane or a Swede, a 
king chofen according to the terms of the treaty of 
Calmar, or in oppofition to that treaty. This was 
the great objcft to which every other appears to 
have been fubordinate. 

! Hence the love of freedom was in Sweden con- 
verted into the ipirit of painty ; the generous en- 
thuliafm of the one, funk into the violence and 
rage of the other; and attachment to the confti- 
tation,ioft in the devotion to perfons. For the 
ipace of near a century and a half, during which 
this country was torn by inteftine commotions, it 
was impoffible that any attention could have been 
paid even to the forms of a free governnient j— 
and in fuch a government the forms are too inti- 
mately connefted with the fpirit of it, to admit 
of any fulpenfion of the former, without rifking 
the lofe of the latter. Accordingly all fenfe of 
oppreflion in the partizans of either fide of the 
queftion, feems to have yielded to the fatisfaftion 
which each in their turn experienced from having 
defeated their opponents ; and both parties fuf- 
fered themfelves to be enflaved by the very per- 
fons whofe caufe they had fupported at the expence 
of their blood. So that without having n^ade one 
ftep towards the advancement of order and efta- 
blifhment of public tranquillity, the only benefits 
which can poffibly arrive from the lofs of liberty, 

the? 



Digitized by 



Google 



[ 101 ] 

the Swedes found themfelves at once deprived of 
freedom, and deftitute of any of the few advan- 
tages which are fuppofed to belong to an abfolute 
government. Such w,as their condition about the 
middle of the lixteenth century, and luch were the 
caufes of their being at this late period fo far be- 
hind almoft every European nation, in the im- 
provement of their policy and civilifation of their 
manners, 

SECTION II. 

Containing a review of the hijiory of Sweden^ from 
the revolution effected by Gujiavus Vafa^ in the year 
1^20, to the death of Charles XII, in lyii. 

AT no period of the Swedifh hiftory do we 
meet with a jundhy^ fo favourable 
to the eftablifliment of an abfblute monarchy, 
as that at which Guftavus Vafa afcended 
the throne. During^ thofe bloody contefts for 
power, which had fo long divided the nobles, har- 
raffed the people, and defolated the country, we 
have feen that the nation had in a great meafure 
loft fight of liberty ; and that their attachment 
to rights and privileges, once fo dear to every 
Swede, appeared to have decreafed in proportion 
to the. length of time they had been deprived of 
them. 

, Nor was it extraordinary, that all love for the 

conftitution fliould have been extinguifhed among 

a people, who whatever might have been the 

cafe with their forefathers, never ha^ themfelves 
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cjcpcricnccd any of thofe benefits which ought la 
have refulted frona it. 

In faft, for upwirds of a century previous to 
the revolution brought about by Guftavu3> th^ 
^cient Swedifh form of government had exifted 
only in idea; and confequently the ancient Swedifh 
liberty cquld have little or no place in the recoU 
Jeftion of thofe Swedes who were witneffcs to that 
pventt On the other hand^ we find they had been 
long a prey to all the violences of party rage -^ 
they had been long accuftonr^ed to devote theni- 
felves blindly to thofe who headed the different} 
faftions which diftrafted the ftate, and whichever 
fide pfevailed, the people m^y be faid to have 
been in fome degree trained to fubmifTion by th^ 
defpotifin of thoft \yho diredled the public afr 
fairs. 

Thus circumftanced, thus prepared for (livery, 
their fate feems to have been^ fufpended only bc- 
caufe they could not agree among themfelves in 
the choice of a mafter. There wer^ fo n^any com- 
petitors for power, that no qne of thefe was ever 
permitted by the refl to eflablifh his authority on 
a more permanent foundation; and hence the 
form of the government had not as yet been ren- 
dered dbfolute, although the temporary direftor^ 
of the ftatc aded with m authority purely arbi-' 
trary. 

But Guftavus had none of thefe difHculties to 
cootcod with. On the firfl news of his revolt^ 
phrifViern gave orders to all the Danifh officers in 
Sweden, to put to death indifcriminately every 
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5wedifli gendemam within their reach, whether » 
friend or ah enemy. This horrid aftipn had been 
preceded by the maffacre of the principal nobi- 
lity at Stockholm.* The Dane little imagined 
iJiat the very meafures by which he meant to fe- 
cure himfelf on the Swedifli throne, in reality, 
fcrved only to prepare the v/ay for the fuccefs of 
his enemy. They left Guftavus without rivals for 
the crown, ^d the people without leaders fyr 
faftion. 

Hence it gave to the one, the fecure pofleflion of 
the kingdom i and to the other, that unanimity 
without which they could never have Ihaken off 
the Danilh yoke. 

Thus from the WackeR* tranfaftions which ever 
difgraced the annals of a monarch, the moft bene- 
ficial confequences refulted to the very perfon* 
whom this tyrant had devoted to deftruftion. 

Here then we perceive that whatever had pre- 
vented hitherto the eftablifhment of an abfolute 
monarchy in Sweden, was completely removed at 
the time Guftavus afcended the throne. But 
this was not all. The Swedes beheld in thig. 
prince, not only their fovereign, but likewife th^ 
deliverer of his country. They faw in Guftavus 
the man, who at the moment they were finking 
beneath the weight of a foreign yoke, when they 
were reduced to^ a ftate of wretch^dnefs too de- 
plorable to allow them even to hope for relief^ 
not only refcued them from that yoke, and all 
the miferies it had occafioned; but by the wifdomi 
dnd lenity of his government prevented the return 
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of thofc civil diflcnfions which had fo oftciitdifr 
traded the nation ; and to whom therefore they 
were indebted for tranquillity and pe^e,. ais veH 
as independence. 

To fuch a prince, a grateful people, cvca fup- 
poling them poffcflcd of the fpirit of libe^tyjt 
might notwithftanding h^ve been too apt to con-, 
fider the moft unreferved fubmiffion on their part^, 
as only a juft return for tjie iqeftimabld fervicea 
rendered on his. The moft implicit obedience in, 
a people fo circumftanced, however repugnant to 
the principles of their conftitution, would wear 
the appearance of a virtue; it would feem the 
offspring of their gratitude for benefits which they 
knew not otherwife how to repay. 

The fame motives therefore, muft, if polTible, 
have operated ftill more powerfully on a people, 
who, as was jufl now obferyed, had been previ- 
oufly prepared for flavery. It was accordingly 
not at all furprifing that the Swedes fliould have 
fufFcred Gultavus to lay the foundation of an ab- 
folutc mo|]archy; pardg^ular^y as the amialnlc 
qualities and conciliating manner^ of this prince, 
were as confpicuous after he yras i^ted on the 
throne, as his courage a^d ;^b)ilities had been in 
raifing himfelf to it. 

The fituation of Denmark alfo, left Guftavus 
entirely at liberty to purfue his defigns. Chrifti^ra 
had been driven from the throne of that country, 
but he was ftiU aliv«, and had ftill a number jpf 
adherents. 

His fucceffor Frederick therefore, carefully 
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avoided creating to himfelf a new, while he had 
any thing to apprehend from an old enemy. He 
affumed accordingly a very diffd-ent conduft from 
that held by his predeceffors ever finc^ the date 
of the treaty of Calmar. 

From that period the Danifh monarchs had 
conftantly laid claim to the crown of Sweden. A 
plaim neceffarily unjuft, as it was folely derived 
froni a treaty, to no one article of which they had 
themfelyes adhered. But Frederick, far from at- 
tempting to make good this pretended right, cul- 
tivated th^ fricndlhip of Guftavus with the ut- 
moft afliduityi fo that hi3 Swcdifh majefly fouiul 
an ally in that potentate, who had during the 
tourfe of more than a century proved the moft im- 
placable enemy to his country. 
, Thus a number of circumftances confpired to 
give to this monarch a degree of power never 
poffeffed by any who had preceded him. How 
firmly that power was eftablifhed, the change he 
brought about in the religion of his fubjefts, fur- 
nifhes a moft ftriking proof. The Swedilh pre- 
lates, from their wealth, pride, and ambition, had 
certainly had no inconfiderable fhare in reducing 
their country to the deplorable ftate from which 
it had been refcued by Guftavus. To diminifh 
the riches and curtail the powef of thefe haughty 
priefts, were confequently objeAs as defirable, as 
they were hard to be obtained. Hitherto, the 
foialleft infringement of the rights of the clergy, 
had often coft a Swedifh monarch his crown. To 
fittack therefore the religion itfelf, in order to 
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^umbfe the ftiimftem of it ; to aim at extlrputng 
ik€ fupcrftition of the Rconiih churchy maohg a 
people fo bigotted as die Sw^es then w^re^ was 
$01 Utdtopc wdl finted indeed to the bold and en- 
terprizing genius of Guftavus, but which only a 
{>riiice of his abilities, and who pofiblfed like 
htm tjte love of his fobjeds, could have aiecom^ 
pltfiied^ He foccceded. The reformation wad 
CXHtipkte. Thejr who had been the rivals of their 
iovemgn^ who had evtn given law to the crown, 
who had promoted fedition inllread of preaching 
peace, and who with the moft rs^acious ambition, 
grafped at wealth as eagerly as they had done at 
power, funk into their proper Q)here; and were 
compeUed to MSk the long^ncglefbed duties of 
their funftion, 

^ Se^otary as the confecpences of this meafiire 
werr, it was certaunly radier a dangerous experir 
sient, for an ele&ive King, at the commencemoic 
feobof his rdgn. 

A lefs adventurous politician would probably 
' haiw deen^d it more {u^tdent to have paid court 
t^ the ckrgy, and by gaining that body over to 
hi^ interefts, have fecured his authority, with re- 
j^pcft to the reft of his fub^ds. But Gxiftavus 
hod other views. The chief oppofition he had 
i»et \wh in his glorious enterprise had jwrotceded 
from the bifhops. He, therefofe, not only dif- 
dained.diflfembling with men, who muft certainly 
have incurt»ed his keeneft indignation, but he fore- 
few that a$ long as thcfc prelaes poffeflfed the 
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j:cmporal power*, which their influence over the 
niinds of the Idty had enabled them to iifurpf 
there could be no fecurity for the duration of th# 
public tranquillity, nor could the royal authority 
jaicquire any degree of permanency. 

In order, therefore, to leffen a power which had 
Ibeen often e^jicrted for the worft purpofes,. he 
judged it neceflary to diminish too that influence^ 
in which it originated; and this was only to be 
(done by abolifhing popery. 

On his acceflion to the crown, Gufl-avus found 
fhe public revenues totally exhaqfled. The ruin* 
pus ftate of a country, all the inhabitants of which^ 
excepting the clergy, had been long expofedto the 
unfeeling rapacity of foreign coUeftors under afi 
infatiable tyrant, leftGuflravus with but few re^ 
fources to repair the finances of the kingdom. He 
thought the ininienfe and lliperfluous wealth of 
the church, could not be more ufefuUy employed 
than for this purpofe ; and we may a4d too, that 
the freedom and liberality of this prince's fenti- 
ments, muft have made him behold with regret and 
indignation, the manner in which the Romilh cler- 
gy then unpofed upon the credulity of the people. 

Yet ftill there was apparently fo much hazard 
and danger iaan undertaking of this nature, that,, 
perhaps, thefc natives wopld not alone have been 
fufficient to have determin^sd Guftavus to venture 
uponit. What he had already atchieved,proved,it is 
~ true, that he was not to be deterred by difficultly. 

• I have Ihcwn on a fonacr pccafion, together with the 
faufcs of it, that the power of thf biihop« was greater in 
jfweden than in any o^ier copntiy* 

But 
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But then, previous to his cnterprize agamftr 
Chriftieri), his fituation was fuch, that whatever lie 
might gain, he at leaft rifked nothing by his at- 
tempt, however wild and defperate it might at 
firft fight have appeared. And the meafiires 
he ufed to furmount the many obftaclcs he had 
to contend with, were conceived with a pru- 
dence that demonftrated he judged on all oc- 
cafions as coolly, as he executed with fire and 
vigour. That he, therefore, who was only an 
elcdive moharc}\, fliould involve himfelf in new 
troubles at the moment he had begun to reap the 
fruits of what he had already accomplilhed, agrees 
well enough with one part of his character, but 
does not by any means correfpond with the other. 
The motives theri, which on this occafion proba- 
bly operated the moft powerfully on the mind of 
Guftavus, was a defign he meditated, of rendering 
the crown hereditary in his family ; and confe- 
quently, he determined to give every poflible fe- 
curity to a throne that was to be occupied by his 
pofterity. In this defign he likewife fucceeded *. 
The Swedes furrendered in favour of his iflue, 
the right of elefting their fovereign ; and by that 
means relinquifhed any chance they might other- 
wife have had, of being able, upon the death of 
Guftavus,^, to ftipulate fuch conditions with his 
fucceffor, as might have brought back the confti- 
tution to its priftine principles. 

Such, however, were the moderation, juftice, 

f A. D. 1542. 
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and wifdom of this prince, and foch had been thfc 
dreadful ftate of the kingdom during a long pe- 
riod previous to his reign, that the Swedes far 
from conceiving they had loft "any thing by the 
changes introduced by GuftavuSj nHift, on tht 
contrary, have looked upon every altei'ation as an 
advantage. They did not forefte what their coun^ 
try was one day to fufFer from thedefpotifiti of a 
Charies the Xlth, or a Charl^s^ the Xllth. Iiifte^ 
of all the horrors of domeftic broils and dvil ^ars, 
fuperadded to the weight of a foreign yoke, thiey 
found the independence of the kingdom recovered, 
p^acc reftored, order eftabliftied, jtiftice duly ad- 
fninifteredi commerce protefted, and the arts and 
fciences encouraged. They found this, and Ihef 
looked no farther. 

It cannot, indeed, be faid with propriety, that 
Guftavifs either changed the government, or de- 
ftroyed the liberty of his countrymen. - In faflr, 
when he dcended the throne, they had been for 
feme time as deftitute of the one, as they were ig- 
norant, perhaps incapable^ of the other. Tt is very 
poflible for a people to have occafional mafters, 
and to be,' at the fame time, without a govern- 
ment. This had been long the cafe in Sweden ; 
where even the forms of the conftitution had been 
neglefted ; the fpirit of it loft ; the laws fallen 
into difufe ; and the fword rendered the fole arbi- 
ter in every difpute. 

The being fooner or later fubjefted to an abfo- 
lute power, muft have been the doom of a nation 
fo circumftanced. And when we confider how 
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palatable that power was rendered to them bf 
jG^ftavus, it will appear nowife extraordinary that 
the Swedes, however in the early ages d" tbeii' 
jiiftery they may have been attached to liberty, 
fhoxAd have funk by degrees, from the reign of 
this prince, into the ftate of flavery, in which we 
Jbchcld them under Charles the Xlith. . 

It is to be obfervedy that Guftavus did not ac- 
complish all his fchemes, without oppofidon : btjt 
as this was produced by a Ijiirit of fiiperftiiicin, 
not of liberty, it went no farther than to fo^ of 
Ixis plans as related to- religious concerfiju 

But the taoCt remarkable circumftaoce is, that 
xKUie of his fubjeds oppo&d him in this point 
with fo much violence, as^ the very mien who had 
been his firft and great fupport : thefe were tbp 
DdlecarHans. There b Ibmething fo peculiar in 
the charafter of this people, that ta tajwt fomo no- 
tice of them before we conclude with the reigm of 
Gljftavu^ will not I hope be deemed an ui;^ifti- 
fiaUe digreflion. 

They inhabit one of the mod barreii and xxuxui^ 
tainous parts of Swed&n. Perpetual fnows •ftv^ 
the tops of their lulls, and long dreary winters 
whiten over their valliejs too, for the greateitpart 
of the year. Their inhofpkable cKmate, fo far from 
Vwaifhing any of the comforts, does not even af- 
ford what the more Southern people of Europe 
deem the neceffaries of life. For want of corn 
they make bread of the bark of certain trees, and 
of a piece with fuch nutrimen^ is their whole 
mode of living. Every Dalecarlian renders to- him- 
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iHf aUthofe offices, which it> %l^(i/pfwitfie of 
different trades to fupply in other countries. Ht 
makes after his own rude fafcipn whacev^ is rcr 
quifite for his cloathingi th^ h(»nielix]ke(s of whi<:ji 
correfponds with the poverty of his die*. Igno- 
rant c^ all thofe inferior ^ts i^h^ch admii^ifter If 
the conveniencies of life, and the ^xafure of (hsi^ 
foil prohibiting agriculture, thefe peop}^ chiffly 
follow the laborious opcupati^n of njiner^. Thus 
inured- from their infancy to hardfliips ^f ^e^ 
klnd^ the Dalccarlians farm perhaps %h^ mpft t^ « 
buft and hiardy rape of men in Swedes. I/.lh^ 
^e ^pnaiqqvain^eifi ^w^th the fe^wmAs jof mvc 
j}pl^e4 fociet^sb::wbft d.\f^U ia '^ftntlcr frlutia^e^ 
llhcy are likewi^ jgporai^ of . th^ir vicqa. T^y 
iuv^ pyer ret-^n^d-riieit prinwi^ fioo^didityirof 
pw^er?. : Humt)lft yet t^rav/e, they tfe f^tieftt^cf 
labour, by t not of c^reflloA; fi^miffii^, wtetfe 
they think fui^miiTwn due i intr$;^ls^^w^e.ttit|r 
^n<:eive ^uthorisy. to be ufurpe4» Gencroi^is. ftod 
-j^qm^itic in their twtatfght, too;;iai^ of iumon^ 
ai^ poflff^d Qf ^M fpirif of eaierprize whicfi 
<jCTOi»only awopfieames great coyi»gc> diey haw 
been pei^etuftlly volynteers in i^dreffiftg gridir- 
«iQ^ by which they were thfim&ives hm Ihtle or 
not at ^} afibf^* Secure in fiheir mpuntainii. 
^y were,Mt^Q:th^ eiijoymem of their own rude 
^m^msi »Ki {^ced bcy^ond the reach of tyrmtt^r^ 
fhie^ fdt not the fjok^ impp&d^ at d^ereitt ^am, 
upon the other inhabitants ofSm^W : but i?Ji^ 
. iheSt wanted fpim to oppoft ti^ir tyr ^ts, the 
.I>M«(vU$«» uii49rtapk ^it^kv %hm. 7^y 
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fallied fVom their rocks and forefts ; they folf owe<i 
the ftandard of an Englebrecht -, they fpilt theif 
blood in defence of a Sture ; they conquered iin-** 
dcr the banners of a Guftavus. 

Such were the virtues of thefe people : but thcA 
their fimplicity was attended by its general com- 
panion, credulity, as their ignorance was by fu- 
perflition. 

Hence a people poflKfled of a difpofition that 
might have been directed to the beft purpofcs,^ 
•were often rendered the tools of defigning ncien to 
anfwer the worft ; and, therefore, the Dalecarlians 
appear to have been the moft turbulent of all the 
Swedes ; wrought upon, on <^e occafion, by an 
impoftor, who perfonatcd the fon of the late ad- 
miniftratori at others, by their prieftsi they re*- 
belled no lefs than Ci% times s^ainft Guftavus. 
Three of the conditions which upon the* taft of 
thefe infurreftions, the Dalecarlians propoTed to 
this prince, at once give a full idea of thei^ fpirit 
of independence, their fuperftition, and their fimH 
plicity. Thefe were, that he fliould never pals 
the boundaries of their province, without giving 
them hoftages for the fecurity of their privileged; 
that whoever eat flefli on a faft-day fhould be 
burned ; and that both the king and his courtie^rs 
fliould re-affume the oldSwedifh habit, and never 
afterwards borrow new drefles and fashions from 
ftrangers. The laft article w^^ that which th^ 
^ moft inlifted upon, 

Guftavus treated this gei^fous, though (knptc 
and credulous^ people, withal the tendtrnds that 
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Was cortflftent with the tranquillity of his king- 
dom^ and fafety of his crown ; fo that towards the 
dofc of this prince's reign> they^ like their fellow- 
ibbjedsi had become reconciled to all his mea- 
ftres. 

Thus when Erick afcended the throne of his 
father, he found himfelf fovereign of a united and 
contented people. No prince ever came to the 
Crown of Sweden with fuch advafatagdis. He was 
ttie firft who had teken pofleffion of it in virtue of 
hereditary right. The long happy reign of a 
king, adored by his fubjefts, fecured to the foa 
hot only the obediencci but in fome meafure the 
attachment of the nation; Tired of faftion, and 
bearing frcfli in memory the horrors of civil dif- 
fcntions, they were dilpofed only to tranquillity, 
^nd fubmiflion. They had, during the reign of 
Guftavus, who was the patron df fcience ind com- 
merce, tailed the fweets arid learned to cultivate 
the arts of peace; The' reformation had totally 
cut off the fource of thofe difturbanccs, which the 
wealth, pride, and ambition of the popifli prelates, 
had formerly created in the ftate. jMoft of that 
ancient nobility, whofe turbulence was wont to be 
productive of contihual re^^olution, had been cut 
oflT either at the maffacre of Stockholm, or in the 
courfe of civil wars. The race of nobles who 
fucceedcd themi hid been brotight up with new 
ideas^ and with notions falhioned to the times. 
The claims of the Kings of Denmark upon the 
crown of Sweden were annihilated, as the aft which 
rendered that crown hereditary, had cancelled the 
treaty of Calmar. And finally, the royal revenues 
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had for the firft tinw, not oaly been rendered 
mnply fufficient to nuimtain the dignity of a 
crowned head, but immenfe riches were loc^ged in 
the trcafiuy, whieh had accrued to Guftavus from 
the fupprcflion. of monafteries, and other confe- 
quences of the reformation. 

The tr^jncjuiliity of Sweden appeared now to reft 
on E hafis fufficiently finn. The faoifteroais fcenes 
which (he had long exhibited, had yiQld^d to 
others of a more pleafing a^fti and a variety of 
eircumftances feemed to promife that die conti- 
.auancc of thefe would have been Hfting. 
. It was not, indeed, to be prefumed, ihe could 
retain aay part of her former liberty; the founda- 
tions of arbitrary power had been too deeply laidj 
and the fuperftrufture was too far ^vaaced : k 
migh(, hoover, have been expe6bed, that freed 
irom public troubles, fhe would have funk peace^ 
ably at leaft, into the lap of defpotifoi. 

The event was, however, otherwife. In this 
country, fated 'to revolutions, not only frefh com- 
motions Ihortly break out, but the fpirit of liberty 
appears once more to awake among its inhabi- 
tants. 

The inlanity of Erick was the caufe erf the firft ; 
and the appearance of the latter originated in the 
reformation. 

Erfck by his firft afts of authority gave "great 
difguft to his nobles. But it feems to .have been 
^ matter of littlie importance how he treated men, 
:vriiofe abje£t fervility furpalfed the utmoft turbu- 
:kncc of their anceftors. This imforttinate prince 
was not deftitutc gf good qualirics ; . but the di£- 
- . order 
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ijtdet in hi^ linderflinding frequehtty macle fiim 
commit aftions fequally uhjuft and cruel. It k 
truly aftonilhing With what flavilh fUbmHTion th<^ 
j once fierce and fpirited Swedes, bore tWth the 
frantic violence of a lunatic*; Violences which 
in his lucid iiittrvals ftruck Erick himfelf with 
horror^ were furfe to obtain the fanftiori of the 
ftates, whofe decrees nevef failed to be a juftifica-^ 
tion of his condu<9t- 

iFhfe King's brothers, however^ the dukes Johrt 
and Charles, were not fo patient. The former had 
been condenftncd to death by Erick, and had V9%h 
difficulty efcaped. Both the dukes, therefore, 
ivere coiiviiiced there could be no fafety for them, 
as long as Erick continued on the throne : they 
determined to dcpofe him. Swieden was again, 
plunged into a civil wai", biit it Was not of l6ng 
•durafk)/!. The caufe of the ciukes*was popular, 
Erick was in a fhort time abandoned^ dethroned 
^nd impriibnedj and J6hn affumed the fceptre 
that hakd been wrefted from his brother^s hands. 

♦ OT thU the tw6 follo^wing inltan<5es are fulHcient j Nilir» 
Stare, of the fan^ily of the late Adminiflrators, had been long 
an objf £1 of the jealoufy and ill ufage of Erick, although this 
prince had never had the fmalleft reafon to be offended with 
him. *tht king^ at length, went to far as to ftab Stare with 
kis own hand : Stare drew the poniard <mt of his fide, kiffed 
it, and prefentcd it to Erick, who, notwithflanding, ordered 
his gtrards to put him to death. — i^^he other in(!ance is that of 
fix and twenty nobles having been mafTacred at once, upon 
'groundlefs fafpicions, and the flates after their death cgn- 
demned thofc perions^ whom it^was impoilible they could have 
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Wc noifr once more behold tranquillity rcfltorc4 
to Swedcni John fuccceded to all thofe advaa- 
tages already enumerated, of which Erick, at hi^ 
acceOion to the crown, had been polTefied. The 
iburce of all the diibrders of the laft reign no Ion- 
gei; exifted: and the patience exhibited by the 
people during the continuance of it, fufficiently 
Evinced that neither the love of freedom, nor the 
Ipirit of fadion, were any longer fufficiently 
powerful among them to be produdive of frelh 
troubles. 

•It muft have been a point of fome difficulty to 
Jiave devifcd any thing that could create new dif- 
orders in a countty, where a prince fo circum- 
ftanced, reigned over a people fo difpofed. But 
John fhortly hit upon, perhaps,, the only expedi- 
ent, which had he wanted to plunge his fubje£ts 
into confufion, would probably have been attend* 
cd with fuccefs. This was an attack upon the 
religion which his father Guftavus had taken fucb 
pains to cftablilh. It was this attack that once 
more gave the Swedes an opportunity of reftoring 
their countty to liberty. An opportunity they 
certainly did not improve as (nuch as the circtin*- 
itances of the times feemed to allow, btt by the 
meahs of which the compleat intfodudion of def- 
potilm was for a fliort period retarded. 

John had married Catherine daughter of Sigif- 
mondking of Poland. This princefs, bigotted to 
the church of Rome, and poffeffed of great in^ 
fliuence over her hufband, appears to have dire<fted 
that influence to ito other objeft but the conver- 
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fibn of the king, and the rc-eft^hlifliment of pq-, 
pery in his dominions. 

In the firft, Ihe feems to have futceeded. In 
the latter, her endeiivours fervcd only to plunge 
the kingdom into confufion, and ultimately to di^- 
prive her fon of the fucceflion to the crown, 

Duke Charles forefaw the confequences of th^ 
fyftem purfued by the king at the inftigatiori of 
Catherine; and regulated his conduft accordingly. 
Men who have once ihaken off the papal yoke, 
have feldom been weak enough to refume it 
from motives of religion, however they might? 
. from thdfe of intereft ; and fince the reformation 
the. Swedes had held the church of Rome in ab- 
hprrencie. Charles thcrrfbre could not have ren* 
dered himfclf more popular, than by oppoiSng 
every mca&re of his brother which tended to 
reftorc popery. 

He accordingly did moft vigoroufly oppofe the 
king on this occafion, and with a fuccefs that 
laid the ground- work of his fu^re elevation to 
the throne. 

Sigifixlond, the fon and fiicccflbr of John, had, 
under the tuition of his mother, imbibed all her^ 
prejudices refpefting religion. This prihce, fome 
time previous to the death of his father, had been ' 
ejeded king of Poland. Secure therefore at all 
events of one crown, he flattered himfclf he fhould 
be fufficiently powerful to effeft in Sweden by 
force, what the late king had in vain endea- 
voured to accomplilh by addrefs. His attempts 
were however equally ffuitlefs, The Swedes h^v- 
i|Jg taftcd the fweets, knew too well tho^ value of 
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religious liberty j and Charjc^ oppofipd hU nephew 
on the fame principles, and with the fame fpirit 
and fvccefe, by whicji he had coynteraftcd the- 
(^cfigns of his brother^ 

\ During the coiirfe of thcfe contefts it ww, thrt 
a moft favourable jundure prefented itfelf for rc-^ 
ftoring the ancient CQuftitution of Sweden, 
Charles, who had an eye upon tl^c crown, per-* 
chived the coodudt of Sagifixjond woi^d infiiUiblT^ 
place it foon within his reach* ^ut it v^as ftc^tC^ 
fary for him to Ijold in tl^e ngif ap time a very cje^i-i 
c^te apd cautious condud. 

The cathplic party in §wcden, hpwcver dy^tih 
ni&ed, was oo|t ye; extin^. Siigi(hi.Qn^ l;&ad ^11 
ng iBConQderable^ number o^ %d^eren^^ th^e ; and 
what rcn4?ri?d \i\q^^ rtfotk^ forxpi4ftWc> was 9» trwy 
of, Poles, whjijlj ^. could of, any tyiiij iftifodiicit 
into the heart pf the kingdom. 

. Tb^fcfi^ence^ofSigiiiiw^^ P^wd how«er 
gave jCha^ks^; gyea^ advantages, wHch ^w wife 
lyinp^ di4 not fail ^, igfigeoy^i^ Jfe. furnifl^ him 
with an opportunity of paying his coyix to the. 
ftat^3, apd' oJP flattering tlig pride oft^ fenate, 
j^ .the fqrpi^r^ he w«5 oor^M^rsd^s^ th^ guardian/ 
of the prq^eflt^t religiog^i: aad 1)«: w»)^^t upon 
t^e lattefl, b^ n^aj^ipg a©, agrc^jTKynt wii^h thetnj 
never to eng^g? i^ any. enterprise without ha^ingji 
ftrft conf\^lted tkptfi and,oh^ain?4 their cQ^f^nt. > 

, 0n the other hand, Sigiffflpndi in Qr4$^ to dc^^ . 
feat the fchemes of his ui^pl^b. purfijf d, as nearljc , 
ag his fituatiQq woulji permit, tl\e fame policy* Ifo< 
accordingly endeavoured, to create a. mifui\d«>9 
fl^ndin^ between ;h? fen^e. i^d thp dukciJind:^ 
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ItaVtng 11^ foiAe d<%re€ fucceeded, he took tha 
firft opportuiiity to d^volvd the whole admimftra- 
tion of affairs upon the foMier, totally ^5ccluding 
the latter fr^m any (hare in it^ although he ha4 
been appdinted re^nt by the ftates. SigUhiond 
rightly jiidged that the moft effcftu^l method to 
gain the fenators, was to inVeft them with power. 
Arri howwer dangerous it ipight prove to his own 
authority tx> entrtift too much of it In their hands^ 
he wai amopdled to adopt this meafore as the 
only one by vAiidk he could counterad with any 
prdpeft of ftUibels the iittrfgues of his Uncle. It 
IS obvi<S>uft that this fituatioh of things put it amr 
ply in the power of the Swedes to recover all 
ihtir ^yaeient rights^ and privil^;es« The ftaites 
snd ienaate> fi?om having been reduced to a degree 
of infignificait^ that rendered them little more 
than an ec3ia to the royal wiU, found thennfehres 
en aiudden io ciFcumftaiiced as to be able to mak^ 
their own terms betweeix twa conten^i^ primres ; 
either of Mdiich with their confent wotrfd be fe- 
^ure in the dirane, whilft neither could be fb with- 
W3tt it. Bot wc do not find that they made a pro^ 
per vfe of an opportimity £^ fevourable to the re^ 
Gove^y 0^ tdtdv Kbertics* Unfortunately the fc- 
mte was u» fond of power, and thje ftates were 
toa)^ato\is 4)f the &natr, to adoFiit of their uniting 
together &v ^ pjarpofe of maintaining their com- 
mon freedom!. Accotdinglyy when the bigottcd 
Sigifinondwas dethroned, and the crown was at 
length pfaced an tie head of Charles, tliough the 
Swedes had without doubt a rig^ to impofe 
ff^/e^QOfi^osatkcy pteaftdupon a pr&ppce who was 
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mfcd to the throne by their free choice, yet they 
by no means provided againft furthw encroach- 
-ments of the royal authority, as eflfeftually as upon 
fiich an occafion they might have done. 

Charles however had long been accuftonied to 
make the fcnfe of the nation the rule of his con- 
dud; and more anxiou? perhaps to fecur^ the 
crown to his fon, than for his own fake, to ex- 
tend the regal power beyond thofe limits within 
which he had himfelf endeavoured to confine it, 
during the reign of his immediate predecc^fiors, ho 
governed in a manner that left his fubjeAs a greatei^ 
(hare of liberty than they had had the prudence to 
provide for themfelves. 

This confirmed in the fenate that relifh for 
power, which the chieftadn^ipiftration of aflFairs in 
the abfence of the king during the late reign, muft 
certainly have giyenthem ; and though thfy had 
not iufiiciently guarded againft an arbitrary con-f 
jduft in their future monatxhs, they were roidcred 
by this iefs likely to fubnAiit to fuch a conduft. 

The generous and noble nature of Gufta^u^ A- 
dolphus the fpn of Charles the IXth,fecured to his 
fubjefts the full enjoyment of whatever rights and 
privil^es they poffeflfed on his cooung to the. 
/ /// . crown. The great aflerter of the liberties of Ger- 
many would fcarcely have aimed at defpotiim at 
home. This excellent princej wi^ united every 
focial vittuc to all the more brilliant: qualities 
which conftitqte the hc^-Oi whofe paffion for glory^ 
great as it was, did not exceed his pfety j ivhofc 
judgment equalled his bravery; and who in 
^^th furp^ifled the generality of mankind, as much 
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ms he exccede4.them in rank : he, I fay^ only dtn 
firous to reign in the hearts of his pfople, wa^ 
fatisfied with the power he derived from their af- 
feftions^ and neter once chtscked that returning 
Ipirit of f|ree4<>n)| which, previou)f %q the dqpoli* 
tion of Sigifmond^ had begun p make its appear* 
ance in Sweden. 

Th^ thirty years wap however, confequent upoi^ 
Guftavus* invafion of the empire, had § ftroi^ ten^ 
dency to counteraft thp cffefts of thi^ fpirjt* 'th? 
pallion for military fame, whiph ^imated their 
-piader, caught hold of the nation. This paffion 
is certaiply by np ipeans favourable to liberty| 
when the bulk of a people are under its influences 
but it becomes very Aiuch the reverie . when a 
monarch is himlelf the leader of his troops. Men 
lu-e too apt to lofe fight of liljmy in the fybordi* 
nation and d^plinp of an srmy. The defpotifmj 
which in all points refpedting the duties c^ a fol- 
flier, mi)ft i^eceffarily rejgn there, gives them ^ 
|iabit of paying that fort of obedience to perfoni^ 
yirhich frep men tjjink pnly dMe to the lawji. Ac- 
puftonied to f^Uow implicitly t|i^ orders of tlie 
geni^al^ they are ^ly brough^^ to pay the fam^ 
dp£erpncpx6 the command^ of the king. To obey 
him j!f 9ne capacity and not in smotl^er, is a difr 
tii^dion perhaps toj? nicp for ^ foldier. It will rear 
dily !^ conceived djen ^hat f ffed fo long a war 
^ tl^at comn>en<:e4 by Gufti|vus in Germanyt and 
afterwards a|rri94 9^ by his fucceflbr, muil have 
hadupon thofe who had fpent the major part of their 
livw in it. An eflfeiSt which muft have been very 
general, a^ |be Swediib nobles ^ that time dif- 

dained 



Digitized by 



Google 



Gained tb foUd^r anjr other pr<rfcflron than that of 
arriisi ancf as they Were all cmuhnis rf fliartng the 
glbrjr ^s wdt as'dangefs of foch a general as Gtif^ 
nyvi^y it may be prcfurticd that few of them re- 
niaiiiecf rdfe ^petftaton of the exploits of ihek^ 
fovcreigns. llic ^hole nation too, charmrf and 
aftonifhed at the fuccefs which attended thiM 
^Vlhfcc, and their pride highly gratified to i^nd 
they frad of a ftidd'en burft from obfeurity to h6i4 
a moft difHrtgtrflhed rank m die cye^ of E«ro|>e, 
4;cTC toontuch- dtezled by the kiftre of thdfe tic* 
tories whlth placed them in fo elevated a p6bt of 
Vi*w, to give that attention to the more foRS^ad* 
irahfage of eftjiblifhing their conftittJtioft irt the 
fSfi . fh^mtier which the death of GaftaVns^ and the in* 
fknt age of Ms fticcfefibr, afterwanJbatiToi^dedJthem 
attli jppu ri trn ity ofdotng; Ghttttftietneindec^dpfe-- 
Icnted to the -diet, ftBkxAhiei onrfrMi ^cz&m, i' 
fdrm of' gcrv¥rriAentr hid to haiFe fetee^ ^i^ojeded 
B/'CftiftavUs? which -was appndi^ of, a^^deplHitf; 
aftd-miflW by thelites* Biit ftoi* th^ t&ne t** 
fehate ftad'ae«];Hired tlnit c6n(^ofaem^y wilitfh'rtidf 
a65ng as arftftcrs^ Between 8igHi*HMi* and CRalStft 
H^tf prbcuped theift, «he objcA of every efiWr«** 
itrJmlly m^de in- fait^vft of fifterty hf the B^dtJn^ 
nthifin SWedetf, w^s m feft to cflabHfli' W art-- 
JferdrStit ^ower, e^iftiHy at the eijpienife ^ iht 
IfSyaf iuthorrty and of the rights of <he ftaees; 
!^* Gnffaytis ffvtd^to <Jarry into elecWSbir Mm* 
Fclf the afecwr^s-irxentionfed'^fm of gdvtmniettt, he 
t^Tild pmbabljrfiivc fo framed'^tt is-rfiat itftodtel 
Kave curbed the ^ffocrafie IpiHtf^^ the rioWH 
by confining 'thfe poww of die Jfenfltte witWrt AA 
' ^ limits 
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Umits that it would no longer bayt given urtH 
brage to the inferior orders of the ftatc* BmI whec| 
the franriii^g of this form of governrxieut by wkfch 
the boundaries of the authority of the fcjiM^te wexnk 
to be ascertained^ fell to the lot of the v^fy pct^ 
fpiis who 'vvere th/emfelves to pofleil that wt^** 
rity when afcertained, it was not to l?c ^xjfcQ:^ 
^at they ihQ^ld adjppt a fimilai: conduft, 

^cordingiy one article in. this forip of govern- 

fnent, fufficiently evinced that thp ofcged of th^ 

iwha had planned it, was rather to feCTre power m 

thernielves thaii gjv? Uberty to^ di«it i»unrr)rj 

'J!]^ article alfuded to, was that vhi^h dbpccvedr 

the ftates of the right of fraojiitig ar pr«yofiag: 

ia^ law> or of deb at T qg ij!jK>n any n^t^f tim waa- 

opt fijri); commnnicaied to thepa in writii^ by ^m: 

k w§. or Jcegsnfiy, Now jhis regnlatiopr ^(Sfcurfl jr- 

f apk thfife wha had the ^Jn)in|ftraiion of ^iiWim 

laflSair^; fcom tmdcr the cqag-ovl ^ fi^ fkm^X' 

whif^. waa poshap^ tl^e. very. d€%ft ©f it;^ JKim^ 

t^j^ wjiQ devifed it were to be rcgsttBs jfcjing t> 

Jppg. nf)in9my* . . :: 

1^h|i powflr 0^ the fenoM 4 created ao difihm**' 

$f9^^4()fio9£^ th«^:nQl»le%. QiKtoftehofk ordec the 1^ 

nator3 were chofen >. bist d& was home mth'&Ait' 

dq^etf^ <rf impatience by the other orders of the 

ftate. Hence a foundation was laid for thofe jea- 

iMftwiand^^'^i^s between ri^e hobijity on 'tfie 

oije halnd, and the peafants and bfurghers on. the 

o^er.; whichi ultimately brought (Ui,vcty iipocb 

zllf^ and yf^idi enabled Chriitinac tx) gouem hec* 

pumftenf- wtfa a^' much authoiicyj and to exa6i: as 
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feiplicit m obedience from her people as if fhchad 
been the moft abfolute monarch in Europe. 

We are to obferve likcwilc, that in the courie 
of the two lafl: centuries, the temper and manners 
of the lower order of men among the Swedes, 
iiad undergone a total change. It has been Ooiema 
ea a former occafion, that the reign of Magnus 
Ladulaqs was the point of time in which this 
clwQge was firft difcerniblc. From ihat period, 
if we except the Dalicarlians, we fhall fcarcdjTfind 
amoi^ the Swedilh peafantry, any traces of that 
^rit of independence and love of liberty by 
which they were once difttngrrifhed ; and indeed 
from the period juft mentioned, to the acceffion 
of GuftavusVaia, eveiy occurrence ifl the Swediih 
hiftory was partioiriarly calculated to debafe thq 
human mind, and deprefs every generous fenti- 
ment belonging to ir. We fhall findthem therefore 
under Chriftina^ as henceforward we ever fliall fincj 
themi a very different race of men from' their an- 
orftprs. Patient, laboridus and fubmifiive, they will 
appear poflcff^d of every quality an arfritrary mo- 
iwch could wilh to n^eet with in his fiilqefts, 
hm deftitute of thofe, without which n^en neither 
can be free, nos: defire to be fo *. 

, ^ Ap<Wple 

, • WhiteIock> wl^> firai fimbaflUdpr in SWpden in dif mg^ 
•rChriftina» (and whofe account 9/^^ Swedes, I have been 
affored by many Swediih gentlemen well verfed^n the hif- 
tory of their conntry> is moft perfedly joft and accurate) 
^yes as one of the reafons of the fmall number of law-fuitt 
wluch occurred there in his tinie ''That the biciors and bui;g;« 
f hers^ and men of mean condition, are in lb nittcb flavcryof 
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A people like; thefc could have fe^oiided but 
ill any endeavours of their fuperiors to eftd>lifii 
real freedom ; much kfs could they be wrought 
upon to gire their affiftance to meafures, which^ 
without procuring one advantage to themfelves^ 
tended only to throw power into the hands of a 
few of thofe, who already lorded it over them 
iwith no fmall degree of infolence and pride^ 

Accordingly, when the vain and capricious 
Chriftina, by taking the whimfical refolution Of 
abdicating the throne, gave the chief men in 
Sweden a fair opportunity for, carrying their de- 
iigns into execution, they were not able to fucceed. 
It appears from the reply made by this princefc 
to the ftates upon their endeavouring to difluade 
her from quitting the crown, that (he fufpeddl 
there were fome projefts on foot for new model* 
ling the government at her death. But the no- . , 
mination of Charles Guftavus to fucceedChrif- cMBiri€S% 
tina, a mealure taken fome time before her abdi- 
cation, put a total ftop to thefe intrigues, and once 
more deprived the Swedes of an opportunity of 
guarding againft future deipotifm. 

Nothing occurs in the (hort reign of tlus 
prince with relped to any alteration in the con* 
ilitution. 

He exercifed as much authority as his immediate 
predeceflbrs had done, and received from his fub* 
jcfts the fame obedience. But his objeft feemod 
to be rather to emulate the conduct of Guftavui 

** their lords and great men, that they hardly^^are conteft 
** with them upon a matttibf right of title, bnt fabmit to. 
**- thlir will." ^ 
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by the boWnefs of his cnteiprizcfe and rapidity: of 
bi% conqucfts abroad, tjian to endeavour to extend 
his prcrogatiYc at home. The death of this praice 
being followed hy a minority which lafted near 
fixteen years> once more prcfented a moft favon-- 
table junfture to the ftates for putting their go-^ 
veranwnt on a footing that might fecure them 
from the yoke of arbitrary power. Nothing how- 
ever can fornilh a more ftriking proof how to- 
tally incapable of liberty the Swedes muft have 
been, than their having had after the death of 
Guftavus Vafa, fuch frequent opportunities of re- 
covering it without having once taken any effec- 
tual methods to fucceed in the attempt. 
r//f At the death of Charles indeed, the ftates ihewcd 
/omc fpirit in their condu£t refpefting the regency 
as fetded in his will. They deprived duke Adol- 
pluis, brother to Charles, of the guardiaufliip of 
his ne^w the young king, afligning as a reafoD 
ibr fo doing, that the will which had appointed 
him to that office, had been drawn up without 
their knowledge. And that fuch di%o(ltions a» 
related to the government of the kingdom were 
©ever vajid unlefs they had received the approba- 
tion of the ftates. 

Afterwards, when Charles XL affumed the reinj* 
tif government, they exafttd an oath from him^ 
"whkh fenres to Ihew in w;fiat majiiner the Swedes 
Mrifct to be governed, however little they imder- 
dtood the means of limiting their monarch tp ther 
degree they defired; or however deficient they 
'mi'ght have been in the fpirit with whkK they 
0xould have oppolcd him, whenever he attempted 
^ to 
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«>«peed{uchliiaits. The oath was tothtfoH' 

^^ — Wc fliajl equally hold a,nd obfciye wh^- 

*^ ever the law of Sweden requires of us with re- 

** g^rd to the ftatC3 in general, and in particular, 

^^ in the fame manner as we Ihall conduft ourfclf 

^* towards all our ftibjcds, as well as each indivi- 

*5 du^al, for their rights^ priyil«ges, and property 

*^ duly acquired, being willing iO give as far -^ 

-^^ depends upon us fatisfaftion to the kingdom— 

*^ and in cafc it 0iould be neqeffafy to make, any 

*^ change in what relates to the defence, fafety^ 

^^ advancement;, and wants of the kingdonx, we 

^ will in thefe cafes do nothing, nor fuffer any 

/' this^ ^o be done, w:ithout the advice of the fc- 

** nate, or without the.knpwledgp and concurrence 

•'ofthcftates/' 

One would Jiardly have hnagined that within 
l:wo years after Charles the , XI th had given this 
aflbrance to his fufcgicfts, he (hpuld have beconic 
th? n>ofl: abfolute prince that had ever fwayed the 
Swedifh fceptre. 

Thofe jealouffes and divifions which fubfifted 
between the nobles and the other orders of the 
ftate, during the reign of Chriftina, having been 
fomented by that Princefs, were in no Ihape de- 
crcafed i^ the minprity of Charles. The intrigues, 
perhaps the money of France, had prevailed with 
the regency to involve the kingdom in an expen- 
five and fruitlefs war. The taxes which, in confr- 
quence of this, the king found it neceffary to irri- 
pofc when he took the adminiftration 9! affairs 
intQ his own hands, proved a fource of ,difputes 
" "^ 10 ' among 
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^ong his fubjefts, which Were produfttve of^il 
event nearly fimil^r to that which happened in 
Denmark a few years before ^ when the clergy and 
burghers^ out of hatred to the nobility, united ta 
furrender into the hands of the king their owii 
rightSj in order that the nobles might be deprived 
of theirs. 

The Swedifh nobles bore little or no proportion 
ef the Weight of thofc burdens, which fat heavy 
od the burghers and peafants. The paying of 
no t^^s they confiderol as one of the privileges 
annexed to their ordef. A diftinftion that ex- 
empted thofe from contributing, towards the 
exigencies of the ftate, Who Were beft enabled to 
do fb, was in its oWft n&tUre odious^ as well as 
nighlyunjufti but moit particularly fo, when the 
burden rf taxes became fo heavy, that the reft of 
the nation cdiild ho longer fupport it. 

AiCeoi-ding to the SwedUh conftitution, Wh^tt 
had been refolved by three of the orders,; Was, ex- 
cepting in fonrie particular cafes, binding to th^ 
fourths however this laft might have fefiifed their 
aflent to the meaiures fo refolved upon, and had 
the force of an ad of all the ftates. This put it 
in the power of any three of thcrfi, when they 
thought proper to combine for that purpofe, to 
pafs afts highly injurious to the interefts of the 
diflenting ftate. It is true, that whatever Was 
propofed relative to the rights and privileges of 
each particular order^ required the confent of all 
before it could pafs into a law. But it was ealy 
to avoid any dired attack upon an brdef confidef'* 
td iq their legislative capacity, and at the fame 
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tknc to give a fatal blaw to their ihtercfts as 
members of fociety. Accordingly Charies pro- 
cured a decree, that all the lands which had been 
difriiembered from the crown, fince the year 1609, 
jSiould be re-annexed to it. This was a ftroke 
altogether aimed at the nobles, in whofe favour 
every grant of this nature had been made, and by 
which many of them were reduced to the utmoft: 
poverty and diftrefs* 

But the inferior ordel-s did not ftop here. 
The umbrage they had conceived at the power 
which the fenate had of late aflumed, nearly 
equalled the impatience with which the king had 
borne it. They, therefore, contrafted the autho- 
rity of that body within fuch narrow limits, that 
it altogether ceafed to be any check upon the 
crown. The refolution of tKe ftates upon this oc- 
caiion was worded fo ambiguoudy, that the king 
fcems to have been left entirely at liberty, to 
govern either lyith or without the advice of the 
&nate. It is not hard to judge whith was the 
moft agreeable to fuch a. prince as Charles the 
Xlth. And finally, as if wholly regardlcfs of 
their own fate, provided they could gratify their 
animofity againft the nobles, the inw«;ior orders 
came to the fiallowing extraordinary decifidn : 
, * " The ftates have decided, that all the forms 
** of government, with their additions, fhould no 
^* longer be confidered as binding to the kingj 
** but that he ought to be at liberty to change 
*' them according to his good will and pleafure* 

i/. K *^And 
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" Artd tfe^t i^ wiU be found acccflay for tke wril^ 
^^ beii^ of the kingdoni> that he fliould be boumft 
*^ by no form of govcrnmtnt> but only by the laws 
" and ftatute$ of Sweden; and that if he goyernfr 
^^ hi$ kingdom with the confent of his fenate, it is 
*^ to be interpreted only as depending u^on hia 
** good and juft difcernment. So that his niajefty, 
*^ as a king vefted with fbprenie power to govern 
^^ his kingdom according to the laws and ftatutes^ 
** as his own inheritance which God has given 
^ him^ is ref{>onfible for his aftions to God ak>Ae/' 

What did not a nation dcfcrve to fafRr frtoiT 
tyranny,, who were thus capable of forging their 
jown chains, juid of eftabliftiing defpotifm by law? 

" The'^two fovereigns of the north wcm now be- 
come, fpom having been the moft limited, thd 
molt afefoitme monarchs in Europe. Btit the meaM 
by whkh (hey had arrived at their power, itftho^ 
produftive of the fame effefts, were the very i^ 
Verfe ^f *t4iofe which had ferved to augment the 
authority of princes in other countries. In each 
of thefe it was the monarchs who endeavoured tS 
raife the peoplenn order to balance the power o^ 
the- nobles : in Sweden and Denmark it was the 
I people who endeavoured to fink the nobles to a 
level with themfclves. The confequencc was, that 
in the former, the people^as well ^ the crown, were 
l5cnefited by what the nobles l6ft; whereas in the 
latter, the crown alone wks*a gainer and the fitua^' 
tion of the people contiriucd the fame. 

' This accounts for a greater d^ee of de(J>otifin 
having prevailed at various times in the northern 
kingdoms, than in the moi-e fouthern countries. 
. . 1 .-. A« 
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[■ JU in, Sweden, the objefE of the burghers. apd 
pcafents had been to lower the tiobU^Xo thaVof 
Charles the Xlth feemed to be to dqprcfs the 

^hole Elation. , ^. , . . _, 

1 Not content with being tha abfolutc mafber of 
. their libeme^^ h« appears to have CQnlii^ered him- 
Jclf asi poflfeffed ofihe iame.jpower over, their pro- 
|>erty*' ,,B^ bw..iniuftif;c ^d rapacity tulf.the in^ 
div^duids^in his kingdooi^were involved in ruin* 
Her li(jvidat^, indeed, the public debts, and at his y 
^eath iefi; ^a treafiiry well replenilhed.tp bis fuc- f^J 
icQor i i)jjt it -was bjr weans equally i:quignant to 
honour and humanity. Refiftance on the part of 
his fubjcfts, was however vain. The fpirit of the 
fiation was broke 5 defpotifm was firmly eftablifh- 
td 5 and Charles the Xllth focceeded to a crown 
in the poffeflion of all that abfolute power which 
was fo confonant to his difpofition. 

The reign of this prince and the calamities he 
brought upon his country are well known. A 
prince, whofc ambition was madnefs; whofe cou- 
rage was ferocity i and whofe chief claim to the 
admiration in which mankind feemed to havelield 
him, was derived from the fingularity of his make, 
from his being totally deftitute of all thofe feel- 
ings, which are the parents of every focial virtue. 

The Swedes had certainly little chance of re- 
SPY^ri^E under this iron-hearted monarch, any of 
AbTt^ tights and privileges of which they had made 
a voluntary facrifice to his father. Neither would 
they probably have ever regained a fhadow of free- 
dom, had not, at a very particular junfture, a 
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lucky ball freed, them from the fhacklet in which 
they were held by this extraordinary man. This 
event took place at a time that the grcatcft difcon- 
ttAt pervaded the nation; that all divifions among 
Acm were U an end; that fadion had been 
iHenced by that fUll greater evil defpotifm; that 
all orders of men> forgetting their jealoufies and 
. anknofitieS) concurred in one wiih» to fee their 
country extricated from the miferies to which it 
had bMn for fome time expofed; and» which was 
the moft important point of all, at a junfturc when 
there was no immediate heir to the crcrvm, and 
confequendy they were left at liberty to new vm^ 
del their government* 
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PA R T It; 

S E G T I O N L 

Containing thebaic of Swifden at tie death ofChmrtn 
XII s and an account of the form ofgovomm$nt 
efiablijhed tbert foon afusr that iveni^ 

IN the two preceding fedions I have endes* 
voured to give fuch a fketch of the Swed^ 
hiftory^ and fuch a view of the national chin&ff^ 
genius> and manners of the; Swedes^ as w^re ^« 
quifite to enable the reader to judge how far^tfa^ 
may hitherto have been juftly denoniinatcd a frte 
people, as well as how far they Were in rcajity c^^- 
pable of being fo. 

I (hall now proceed to give an ac^unt of the 
Iprm of government eftahlifhcd in Sv?eden upoa 
the death of Charles the 3CIIth, by which. the /^^ 
moft abfolute monarchy in Europe, was of ti fud-. 
den rendered the moft limited i as likcwife tg lay, 
open the caufes which facilitated the accomplilh- 
ment of fo great a change. 

Nothing could be more deplorable than the 
i$ate to which the wild ambition and inflexible 
.temper of Charles the Xllth had redticed this 
country. She had loft her beft provinces, thofe 
fituated fouth pf the Baltic, togjether with the ma* 
jw part of Finland. Her commeirce had beeti 
annihilated^ her armies an4^ fleets def^oyed, and 
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equally drained of men and money; flic had bcc» 
rendered incapable of maintaining the wars which 
Charles h^ obftinatidy pei^ed iu rene^)4ng> un- 
kfs fuch'ex|)edients Verc iftade uft x^^ asi>nly the 
fertile genius. of a Goertz could have, dcyifcd^ or 
which the calloi^s heart of a Chiles the Xllth. 
could alof e hav^ co^nt^d to employ, ^^^y fpe* 
cies of oppreflioni every kind of extortion that a 
cruel mgkmiity could eonceivet. or despotic power 
Arry inta execution^ were praftifed on the Swedes:» 
to enable a mad man to purfue 6Mitaftk: fchcmcs>: 
ufelefs to his country fhould they fucceed, but 
ccrtkfn: tb entail, dellru<^ion on it fhould thejf 
faifr 'K.'Vere endiefs^ to enter into a detail of 
tfiderit^ is* fufficient^ to obferve, that notwith-- 
ffand?hg;'''h?s/ubjc'6te fbolifhly admired in Gharlc$> 
tKo^C Very Squalities whSch ^ere the faurce of -alt 
thcifmrfenes, yet their patience was well nigh ex-' 
hauft^d, when the death of this monarch left then^ 
no farther occafion to exercife it. The execution^ 
€Jf thc-^ unfertunate <5ocrtz, who paid the. forfeit 
of hfs life only for having 'ferved his nfmfter toa* 
faitliftiify; fu]5icientiy proves, the lateitt refentmenr 
aiid difcohtents of the people during the preceding,' 
riiigitl although, awed into fubmiffion, they had^ 
been compelled to^fupprefs them. -'"'' ' * *' 
Thefe difcontents were hot confined to any par-^* 
ticirlar prferof men in the ftate^ they pervadec^ 
the whof^ nation. The noblest and clergy, burgh- 
ers and ^dafants, had all buffered alike under one^ 
cbmmon tyrranny. Wearied out with foreign^ 
wif5, apd indeed hardly able to defend thismfelves* 
at 'hoijie, " they now fought only fecurity and- 
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peace* Birt w Aey owed tfirif uSsfommw to ^ 
jialifttilted power with whkh their tWo laft thi>- 
Mi*e}i9- Ipkfli i»eco invdtedi tliqr* were omvinced, 
tkjK t6' ibmn either of thde etsAsyihcy muft no 
ionger fofFer luch a pcwer td continue in the 
crown. . Thejr bad expmenced to dieir utmoft, 
he^ht ^ ihe: hinrors^ of de6^on&n, and had had 
full leifore to lament their foUy, iit hinring 
kapofed opcrn themfelvefr tfeat yftke by wM-ch they 
were afterwards fo moch gaHed. 

The fen4te had been taught a Jeflbn of modera- 
tion, Depri^ved of all theft authority by Charles 
the XIU*, and by Charles the Xllth of the few 
pririleges which had efcaped the graljring policy 
of his father > they were perftjaded thaj t;l\eir btft 
fecurity for the parefervation of their own rights, 
wasy that the ftates Aould be mainuined in the 
foil pc^flkm of theiK. The ftates^ ,ofi the. othef 
hand, c;ui^d of their jeialoufies of the fenaf^ per-^ 
ceived how aiuch miftak^n they had beenin hxwi* 
Wing that body to lu€fe::ac degree, as t6 have ren- 
dered it liolor^gtf a cheoki iijJort the crown.: 

Thusicircumftanccd, rhusi' difpofed:^ the Swedei 
Kkewife found thcrnfelves at liberty to recur'CO 
t-hcir ancient mode of eledting their fo^bfdign. 
One ad7ant^ge had rduked to his fubje(ite ftotti 
the favage temper of CJiarles the Xllth -. incapa^-* 
ble of every tender fentiment, this prince had ne-» 
rcr fhewn any inclination to matrimony, and con- 
fequently left no fon behind him to inherit $ 
defpdttfm, which in * that cafe, . would probably 
^hffve bedn rert^«J perpetual. Upon the deatii 
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* of Chariesj the fimate refolvtd to place hi» After 
Ulrika EleanorAi confort to the prince qf Hefle> 
upoa the throne ; but they Itkewilc determined 
that it (hould only be in conieqnence of the free 
eIe£tioa of the ftates, and upon the conditions 
thefe ihouid think proper to impofe. 

They feen^cd however to think it necefiary pre- 
vioufly to invalidate alt clain;> to the crown^ which 
this princefs might conceive the pc^fied on the 
fcore of hereditary right. But they appear pur- 
pofely to have gone out of their way in fcarch of 
an objedtion to any foch claim on her part, whilil 
the moft obvious one that could be, naturally pre- 
fcnted itfelf to them. Ulrika was the ymmgcft of 
Charleses fitters i confequcntly the right of fiic- 
cecding to the crown upon the dcmife of that 
prince, if lodged any where, muft have been in 
his elder fitter ,• or in cafe Ihe had not forviined 
Him, in her offspring* The ft:ates however did 
not chufe to make ufe of an argument with re- 
gard to Ulrika's title to the crown, which would 
have been acknowledging a good title to it in ano- 
ther. They wifely judged, that a prince^ in whom 
they fhould either admit, or who had himfclf any 
grounds to conceive he was pofTefied of an here- 
ditary right to the crown, (as niight probably have 
been the cafe with the duke of HQlffccin> fon of 
the. elder lifter of Charles) would be too apt 
to imagine he had likewife an hereditary right to 
all the authority enjoyed by his predeceffors. They 
were therefore determined that the grounds upon 
which they judged Ulrika devoid of any title of. 
this fort, Ihould no wife relate to the objeftion 
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^at might be ftarced againft her^ with regard t6 
her being the youngefl: o£ the remaining branches 
of the wpH family. They afferted that the laws^ 
relating to the h^edkary right of Senates to &ic- 
ceed to the crovm, exprefly dcckre> that a prin* 
ce^ in order to be capsule of fofuteeeding ought 
to be unmarried *yaftd::th^fo»-a$Uhrika warf 
niarried> ikei on that^accotnt^ had forfeited all 
prc!tei|(ions tt> the fucceflton. - -^ 

Any tide whatever to the crown being therefore 
denied fcer, Ulrika co^d have no p«tc« to objeft 
to die^ owiditions upon which the Swedes might 
effi^r ta eleft her their tfovcrcign. Accordin^y; 
&e implicit^ fdllo^ed-in all things the advice of 
the&^te; and con^nttd to whatever changes in 
the codftitution they thought proper to propofe...: 

Before the diet could be \^aitded> IbepviH^ 
Hfhed a deciarationx whereby fhe: renounced in het 
own name and in diat of her pofterity, all abfolut^ 
poifrcr, or what the Swedes call fovereigpty 5 ais 
well as every prerogative hitherto poflfeflcd by the 
crown, which was not confiftent with the liberties 
of the nation. 

On the meeting of thc^^ ftates, their firft decla-^. 
ration. was, that they had voluntarily aflembled 
tJiemfclyes to eleft a fucceffor to the vacant throne^^ 
Ai^d they even exaded a written ^flSirance from. 
Vlrlka, by which (he declared IJie was willing to. 
hold the crown in virtue of .a free eleftion, andr 
difclaimed all other title to it whatfoever. They- 
then thaiJced her raajefty, ** For having teftified/ 

in her preceding declaration fo juft and reafon- 

i 

* Aeces des Etats^ 
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^ tmrjr poiv^^i ^ <05£r^iiaicfii of whkb («^ 
^ 4fed thiy) twiye g^emd)? wealtontbd W iiiv(^ 

^i mMx^afil$gii\b-^e9€9!^* £o tkM w^ the c«jw?» 
""r :«cUd^ ao^ ibites of tbe- kiftgdon^ iiA^bJM^ 
? havt&s &ad tbt^ f^^ ^pmcqt^^ h^f^z/Jkr^H^Qaf 
7 ai^jwobinrifluflx^ii^i^B^^ to. nbtd^^n^liffjftiaa 
« arbitrarf power whidfc hM pwvfli fe pl^«^ 

But Jbowim& 6xnm^ and iUMmmoi4y Ikeji 
might ksW'CXMne to tto^Mrogohiginefia^t^ 
^9i» b]!; ao meaw mi cafy t«S( tii4t duty iMd 'mt- 
^ed:^^9 tjiemfetyei. Ta ^ up dtt %Mdsi<tf 
a.tfo9recdi^iti4m.vr[«s to eeeetjre th^ crorin frvti 
thfioi.iipQn^ thobr .owA tcrafo^ ^edoediniiMd Mi 
difiquk.:n<wihrnakmg:i but m ordcf tmcAf to 
afccfltflilariMttary^ peffecfj fimplfi- coovetitiofisiinftEl 
tint i^iKfi K/yould icarcdy haye bsenicnmdrfiiffi^Hk 
cicnt. Jte waarrequifite fbr {his purpofe thae tkeff 
ftou)(l touify new model i^^im govermtieifH Ir 
wti^ necefliif);! they ihootd fhime a confti&^oti^ 
the objed of which, was to be the immediate rew 
floratk)!! df liberty to a peopfe, who^ hsUi b*n 
toflg acctaftenfied to a fla^!ah fbbhfiiflSton. * Itt^ 
dependent then^ of the diflfeuky of^ framing^ ftich 
a conftitution, which^muft have requir^d%aleHttf, 
CKperifence, and a depth off knowledge in^ thofc, 
who on this-oecafioni took upon themfelVes ;the 
cBice of legiflators, ^f which few iTien are pof- 
{eBbdi itmuft^lb have beefi a point of no Icli 
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but in iti^l^^^eftm^ifi ifA m^ ^.berai4e»4 

Hpjflt^jwiipli w^e^nf* ajoiie.^jt^^ ini^>kiiDJi» 
|i4 M^ w^cib ^jfiwHo-iijiy^ .t)eett accwflpnw^ 
to live Aindcr an abfolute monarchy, cp^ io^rceiljl 
^ve;^fV4 Vt oj>poiitywty of bp^fln^ftaoj^isfle^ 

reeeive it. Emergiijg fwip flftM«iyi.#feyca»jhafife 

rality of ii(und« and manly fpirk, !wycfe».»E|jbif^»« 
fljB^-j% fenfe -of indfpcndejvjg c;^, infpire> :sihd 
vhicH are aUionsguUite t<>.|)ro^^rt^c9u|^gl^ 
]|^C)e between t^ip genius of -^ pc(F(plfy a^d tl?^ iiarj 
^c.'pf a free, gowrnment, w^tfeq^ -which fucb 4i 
gjonr^nroqit cannot long Cubr){i;,:-JUC:\i^ ke,t3^ef^ 
h.<^yr fajc tl^e Sweden werei preeaf^d Jof ijbprtjtjjgc. 
. tjj§ t;me their latj^/oifip, of ^g9|V,ej;niwnt,^wasi'efta^ 
blilhed among them, as well as how far that go- 
vwftment wwi» reality taicHUiwd to-rendaflkem 
free. ■ ■ > ■■■:.•■■':'■■■ • ■ '^^ 

•■■ft' is to be remembered they had fo frfeqti^Jftt^ 
worn the yoke of delpotifm, that Its efFeOT^j^a; 
t^eir tempas, notions, and manners;, muftTnaKei 
been very confiderablel If they had feverfJy ^*.- 
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fared during the reigns of their t^o lift prineec^ 
this mighty inde^y have ilifj^red ch<pm with « 
iitetdoS arbitrary pow^i hx^t ittould not have 
conununicated to them thdft qiiallties wttKotMl 
which fneh are incapable <^ beconoiing fi«c. 

l%e Swediih peasantry no longer pof&fled tiut 
boid and independent l^rit which' diftinguiihed 
their anci^ftors: and as thefe had been 'o^ntur* 
buknt and licentious in the higheft degree> fy 
their pofteritjs^ deprefied by fcjkvitude, had now 
fehkinto the contrary extrenie o( fervility and 
febmiflioh. 

The btirghcrs^ in the ruin of their commerce 
ten(equcnt upon the wars of Charles XUthy had 
loft that inSuenct and importance in the ftatCj 
which it is fo requifite in a free conftitution, that 
this order of men ihould pol&fs. 

Many caufes had contributed to render the 
IHObles poor, and cohfequently dependent. 
- The cuftom of dividing the property of the 
ikcher equally among the children, without any 
ngard being paid to primogeniture j the frequent 
itfiimption of the crown lands ; and the reduftionT 
ofeftates throughout the kingdom by Charles the 
Xltk*} all thcfc had concurred to reduce that body 
to a degree of poverty, which, together with their 

^ '* Vfhttk Charkt the Xltk reAimed thofe Ixads which were 
Ibppofed to have formerly belonged to the crown, of which he 
]4^fi|lf waft to be the judge, he fuffered the pofieiTor to rot}Lm 
tp the value of about feventy pounds per anQum^ but at the 
next tibmbly of the ftates, even this froall pittance was forced 
from the unfortanate proprietor and likewife annexed t^ 
'|he crown* . - - 
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abfurd pride^ that made them difdsdn any other plb« 
ftflion than that of amis> certainly rendered them 
fitter to be the tools of an abfolute prince^ than 
the legiilators of a free country. Men trained^ 
only to a military life^ will fcarcely imbibe prin^ 
ciples of liberty in a camp. ■ 
. But the circumftances which muft have proved 
on this occafion> as it ever had on all others^ the 
chief obftacle to the eftablifliment of true liberQr 
among the Swedes^ was the divifion of the nation, 
into thofe 4iftin£b dafles which were totally un^ 
conne&ed with each other^ and never aflbciated 
together. As in order to preferve a free conftku^ 
tion^ a certain degree of oppofition> to ufe the 
words of a moft ingenious foreign writer*, ihould 
on the one hand take place between the different 
views and interefts of the feveral bodies that 
compofe it; fo likewtfe, on the other, it muft> in 
a great degree, owe its fafety to a conjun^on of 
views and interefts in the body of the nation at 
large. 

As members of different branches of the l*gif- 
lature, each poflefling diftinfl: rights and privi* 
leges, thofe entrufted with power ought recipro* 
cally to be a check and control upon each other. 

As members of the fame fociety, poiFeffing^ in 
fa&, one common intereft in the general welfare 
of their country, a people cannot be too much 
united among themfelvesf. 

^ But 

9 Mr. de Lolme, p. 201. 

t This nowife. relates to thofe partjr divifion« which muft 
imr tike place among a/reepeofie I diefe anfe from a dife* 
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iftii^ frohri taking place^ as tMfc dtftbft cM&i i?k^ 
fccicty, which, without cofttribtiting to thfrgdotf 
6tdct of it, or the Ibppoit of gcfvemmcnt, fcrn^ 
chv^ to infpire one chtfs of men with prifli ttftf 
infolcnce, and another with jeaioufy and ^ttvf: ^ 
■ No unneceffarT' diftinttions fhotrfd dicrefoffc be 
admitted ^mottg a fiee people. Th<rfe only flimilf 
he afiowed, which are rciittifife to create a ftegrt» 
«f ^pofitioh'beW^^een the iriews and inteiifts df 
the component parts of the legifiattire^. ^ - -'-i 
None (hoiikf be fufiered to tiake place «ftt»»f 
them merely for the purpofe of ^glwifyiftg' ft< 
pride of individuals. ^ ' ' - 

England Is the only cotmtry m Europe Whi6lif 
the diftinftion, for inftancc of noble andndthd^ 
Me, is carried no farther than the nature of ^S 
government requires it fhould; bccaufe ther* ffte. 
nobility do not, asftfch, form a diftinft cldS frftnl 
the reft of the nation. 

xMee 6f o^mii not of inteiefti; ind con&^peiidjf thete is 
* among foch a people but one oommoa objedk, and the point 
in difpnte is only how that object is to be obt^ed. ^ , r 
$ ThQ& if of two of the component parts 6f i fre^ 'cof^l^- 
don, one is hereditary, and the other eleftive, tKrfrfiiilttfcl^ 
ftance will Aatnrally produce an dppofitieolietweeBcdieir filte- 
red $ were both ele&ive,^»r both hnredkary, they might ii|ak| 
{or the pnrpofe of augmenting their common pqwer at the ejc* 
pence of the liberties of the nation; but in the otter cafe tSc 
hereditary legiilators will be'too fdnd^f that di^fHtufter Atfe 
ftr'the eleftive to. nforp it, and for that reafon, the latter 
will not join with the former, in order to acquire an onconfti- 
tutional power; which, at a certaiir period, tht r^pidftifta^ 
fivfi^^ body: know the^ ibaU-be^ ^iged ^ farretider, wlrilft the 
h^ridilarjr atp ta tBJ^it;tDf pergetdty; . r« 

, ; As 
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\: AV It H onlf the hoad'of eacb Mbte fm^^ 
who is there entitled to the honoars ipd priyikgei 
^ the peerage, it is not the tnaii^wto qm cotmc 
a long train of titled aaccftors, bfot the kcceditacry 
i^^£bLtotwho is himfelf ncfhk^ 

The- ycnirigcr braitchcs of thefeiamiJiesi a^ tbr|r 
hxffiym (k&xa in the legifiaturv, am \fat litde^ if§ 
by courtefy, at all diftinguifhedfriSratheii! felloiilr-^ 
iiil^^Siij with whoiB they and.thc^ deftendahts 
aUtoibtet and are fy(^n, if I nawy icr exprefs niyi 
jejyfi Halted do^a into the general fends of the 
people Hence thfcfc becoine d fott of Jink be^ 
tilreen t!^ nobility and the comorainflrs^ a Enfc 
tha4 cohneftiiig their interejls, prevents aH divi-* 
fyosi between thefc two orders in tieir capacity of 
pfioiber^ of the. farrte focicty, and which forms of 
that fociety a continued chain, no part of .which 
^Mb ^bc toitcbed withb^ affefiing^ by in aimoit 
tkiftrical commi^icatioQ* all the teft^ 

In other countries, where thofe who haw Beef! 
?*ce ennobted, tr^n&iit the honours and privi- 
kges of nobiBty to all their poifeerity alike, therd 
ig, no link tSo conne<a the nobtes'to the. reft cf tbd 
nation i.qath^cpAtrary, a liite k draka bctwwxi 
ibfim^ t<> ptr^mkfil: ^Um wfeich aits>; as: it w*e, 
ifee'ehflia of fociety in twfo^ th^.fcrercdlcndd of 
Y^^h itpp^a^ rath^ fo Jfepel thas adbtraa ieack 
^th^i^ Therfei Con3fe<Juemlj^, that coi^jtarffeioii ^ 
Ykevcs-ifiili iftt«re^s cannot ta^'e jikce ik tte natioir 
at.)flag^ t»i whi^h I h^fw faid a fcdi confthntiott 
i«i)ftj^ in a grrit dcgjiw> €*e it$ &fety. 
ctkcwiuftiappcafthctt pretty evident, :fioat whtc 
has been now alledged, that the di^Kfioa €£xbd 
'*;V Swedifli 
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Swcciifh Aation> into thofc three diiHnft daiSrs of 
nobles^ burghers, mnd peafants, whofe interefts 
were perpetually dalhing, was a circumftance by 
no means farourable to liberty. 

But this will be placed in a more ftriking. light, 
by taking a fummary view of their late form of 
government, as it was eftablifhed upon the death 
of Charles the Xllth* 

This confiftcd of fifty^onc articles, which ^ 
ftates prefented to Ulrika Eleanora, for her ap« 
probation. Hpr majefty could not fail to approve 
of them, as the condition of her eledion was an 
entire acquiefcence in whatever the diet 'thought 
fit to enaft. I fliall only take notice of fuch of 
them as were dcfigncd to be barriers to the royal 
authority, or bulwarks of the liberties of the 
nation. 

The ftates were compofed, as formerly, of the 
four orders of the nobles, clergy, burghers, and 
peafants. 

Thefc were to be aflfembled every three years in 
the middle of January, or oftencr, if the king, or 
(in cafe of his abferice, ficknefs, or deceafe) the 
ienate found it neceflary to convoke them. 

But if the king or fcnate fhould negled to af- 
lemble them, at the end of three years, as the laW 
required; or even Ihould they not convoke them 
on the very day the ftates had, the ^aft time they 
were aflembled, chofen to appoint for their next 
meetings thcfe Ihould then have a right to aflfem- 
blc of thenafelvesf and whatever the king or fen 
natc'ftiould have done in the mean time, was to 
lie confidered as void« 

The 
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The tinie fpecified for the duration of the (di^ 
was three months; but as its members alone had 
the . power of diiiblving it, they cqnfequently 
could continiie fitting as long as they judged 
proper. 

While the ftitfes wefe affembled, they wei'^yin 
faft, pofleflfed of the whole fupreme power. The 
authority of the king and icnatc was thenjufpend- 
ed : they became niere cyphers, having little orrno 
Ihare in the public tranfaftions, but what corifiljtcd 
fimply in affixing their feals and fign^ures, to 
whatever the Diet fhould think proper to refolv^, 
whether agreeable to them or not; In ihort, th^ 
ftates were vefted with. the fame powers, indepen^- 
dent of the king and fenate, that in Enjgland the 
two houfes of parliament poflefs only in conjunc- 
tion with the king. 

, The legiflative power they relerved at all times 
wholly to themfelves. The king and fenate hav- . 
ing no Ihare whatever in it^ did not even poflefs 
a negative on thofe refolutions of the Diet, which 
direftly attacked the regal and fenatorial rights. 
For the prefervation of thefe, they were entirely 
to depend upon the modd*ation of a pc^ular af- 
jfembly. The following powers were likewife 
vefted in the ftates alone. Thofe of declaring 
war, or making peace. That of altering /the 
ftandard of the coin. Whenever a vacancy hap- 
pened in the fenate, that of prefenting tathe king 
three perfons, one of whom his majefty was bourid 
to make choice of to fill the vacant office 11 : fo 

H We ihall fee in th^ fequel how even this privilege^ incoa« 
ildcrable as it was> became abridged. 

L that 
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that in cafe of the death of a fenator in the inter- 
val between the Diets, no one could be appointed 
to fucceed him till the next meeting of the ftates. 
/Ahd lafHy, that of difmiffing any member of the 
fenate whofe conduft they difapproved of, or of 
allowing him, when he demanded it, permiflion 
toVetife. 

The executive power during the fitting of thfe 
^Diet, may be faid to have been, in a^reat mel- 
ffalre, lodged in a certain number ofperfons felcft- 
^ from the three orders of the nobles, clergy, and 
•bin^hersi who conftituted what was denominated 
iihtfecret committee^. The reafon is plain why it 
could not continue in the fenate, fince that body 
was accountable to the ftates for their adminiftra- 
tion during the interval of the diets, and was lia- 
ble not only to be cenfured but depofed by them. 
So that admitting the executive power to have . 
ftill refided in the fenate, it would in that caft 
have been compelled to deftroy itfelf. With re- 
gard to the judicial power, the ftates affumed to 
themfelves a right of exercHing that alfo, when- 
ever they thought proper, by taking at pleafure 
eaufes out of the ordinary courts of juftice, to 
try them before a tcimpcrary tribunal, creftcd 

•Thfe Handing fecrct conimitiec was chofen the firft of 
tny> at the dietf and continued all the time this lafted. 

The nmnbi^ of which this committee was to be cqmpofedj 
was left to the option of each aflembly^ provided it was fo con^ 
trived^ that there ihottld be two nobles (o pne of each of the 
other orders. 
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by themfclv«s> and compofed of dicir own mem^ 
bcrs:^. 

Nothing could be more formidable than the 
power of this court, oi" more fubvcrfive of liberty ; 
as in reality it united within itfelf, at once, the 
legiflative, judicial, and executive powers; and 
as it was to decide principally in cafes of treafon, 
what rendered this extraordinary jurifdi<5tion moft 
prcpofterous was, its being generally at the fame 
time both judge and party ][• . . 

At the expiration of the diet, the executive 
power was divided between the king and the fe^ 
nate, in fuch a manner, that but a very fmall flure 
of it fell to his majefty. 

He was diftinguifhed from the ienators only in 
having two votes, with this privilege, that if after 

X There JU-c three high courts of jaflice in Sweden: 
one at Stockholm, one at Jonkoping, and one at Ambo. Ac. 
cording to the original form of government^ no perfon c6uld 
be tried by any other courts than thefe, for mattert which 
concerned his life or honour. But the flates difpenfed when 
they pleafed with this article, not finding thefe courts fit in- 
^rttnc&ts for party to make ufe of. They had therefore (bme- 
tinier recourife to ^he eredion of the. temporary tribnnal, above- 
joentioned ; in the fame manner as in France, the minilftefs 
>ai« at times appointed particular judges to try fuch .mien 
as they had refolved to rain. No Aifiatic defpoti£n could ex* 
ceed that which fuch a court might exercife. 

It This eourt too took cognizance of all fnch ppblicationt 
as die ruling powers thought proper to deem libels npo.n the 
^vernment> and awarded the pnniihmentof the swthbrs 6f 
dMfe. 

t^ The liberty of the f reft couldXcarcely have fuhfifted, where 
the. oficin4cd party was to judge the offence, ai^d condenu^ 
the offender. 

La dmdinjj 
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dividing upon a qucftion, the numbers on both 
fides fhould prove equal, the opinion the king had 
embraced, was in that cafe .to prevaih 
. The perfons of the fenators, as far as related to 
the duties of their fundions, were held inviolable; 
fo that it was no lefs a penalty than death, to any 
one who ihould reproach or charge a fenator with 
any thing defamatory refpefting the execution of 
his office, unlcfs fuch perfon was able to mak^his 
charge good by legally proving it. ( Crim. Laws 
0f Sweden, ^tb Chap. 2.) Or whoever faid or wrote 
any thing againft a fenator in his public capacity, 
was to alk pardon in public for his offence, as well 
^ as to be condemned to pay a confider^ble fine. 
The fcnate was likewife poflcffed of fo confide- 
rable an influence with refped to the diipofal of 
all employments beneath the rank of a fenator, 
that they were in faft, in a great meafure, enabled 
to appoint whom they pleafed to every vacant of- 
fice Js and finally, what rendered them almoft 

wholly 

X All employments, from a colonel to a field-marflial incla- 
fivcly, ^nd fuct as wei-e of the fame rank in civil departments, 
were difjpofed of in the following manner. The fenators 
jlitched upon three perfons, whom they prefehted to the king, 
te being obliged to make choice of one of them, although 
all throe might "be equalty obnoxious to him. • 

l!Vith regard to inferior enf ploy men ts, the different colleges 
. (that being the name giVen to pubKc offices m Sweden) to 
which tliey bel6nged, prcfented what they caHed Kpropofition 
to the Jcing, in prefence of two fenators, which propoiitioa 
contained the ndmes of three perfons, i)t his niajefly to make 
choice of one of them, to fill any Vacancy tSat fhould have 
happened in a civil department : but if the vacant empioy- 
*^ ^'^* ^ anent 
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-wholly independent of the king, was, that thejr^ 
could aflemble themfelves whenever they thought ' 
proper, without having received any orders for that , 
purpofe from his majefty ; and even without hi3 * 
being prefent, they could proceed to tranfaft the 
moft important bufmefs of the nation. 

They read, without confulting him, all dif- 
patches from foreign minifters; in Ihort, left him^ 
nothing to do but to fign orders given without 
his confent. 

If fuch was the power of the ftatej, and fuch 
the authority of the fenate,'it is obvious, no very 
QOrtfiderable degree of either could have remained; 
in the hands of the king. 

In reality he could not be confidcred as a fo-* 
vereign himfelf, but only thereprefentative of the, 
rnajefty of the ftates 5 and a reprefentatiye too fa ' 
limited by his conftituents, as to poflefs no will 
of his own; or rather he appeared to be nothing 
more than a ftate-puppet, who upon fome gaudjj 
days, was decorated with the trappings of royalty 
to impofe upon, the people, and make them ima- 
gine they had a king. . 

. We have feen that he was allowed no (hare in 
the legiflature, not having ' a negative upon the 
propofitions of the ftates. He was confequently 

ment was in the military line, then the college of war (War^ 
office) prefented only one perfon, and the fcnate another ; on^ 
of which two the king was obliged to appoint to it. Some of 
the higheft and moft confidential employments of the ftatc, 
were excepted from thole regplations, and beftowed in the b'- 
Bate, sQCording to the majority of votes, 

L 3 d^ftitute 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



[ i5<> 1 

deftitutc of any means of prcferving entire, the 
few prerogatives he found annexed to his crown* 
He could neither levy troops, equip .fleets, or 
build fortrefles without the confent of the diet^ 
He therefore could neither make war or peaccy 
form treaties or alliances of his own authority. 
He was dependent upon each aflcmbly of th^ 
ftates, for the revenues neceflary to fupport his 
ordinary cxpences j which were granted him with 
fo fparing a hand, that there certainly was never 
any fuperfluity in his finances, to enabU him to 
make up in influence what he wanted in power. 
The ftates had takoi as efieftual precautions 
againft the crown's obtaining the one, as it had to 
prevent its poflcfling the other. We have feen 
that the king was not allowed the unreftrained 
difpofal of even the moft infignificant employ- 
ments. Nay, the very fervants of his houfhold 
became independent of him ; and at one time he 
could not difcharge a domeftick who ftiould have 
offended him. 

Thus was the power of that crown retrenched, 
which had been fo lately worn by Charles the 
Xllth. The few prerogatives that remained to 
the king, were fimply thefe : 

I ft. The office of king was hereditary, which 
was not the cafe with any other office in Sweden. 

adly. The attribute of fovereignty or pre-emi- 
nence, with the outward pomp and decorations of 
nrmjefty. 

jdly. His perfon was facred, fo that whoever 
Xpoke or wrote concerning the king, without due 

rtfytGt 
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j*elpe£t ibr him^ was liable to be punifhed with thiQ 
lols of life. 

4thly, He was to be the only vifible fource of 
honours; that is> he only could (;reate counts and 
barons3 or introduce new members into the houfe 
of nobles : but he was much reftrictcd in die ex- 
ercife of 'this right, by one of the articles of the 
form of government. 

5thly, He only could pardon after fentence had 
been pafled upon a criminal. The fenate was 
hpwever authorifed, to diffuade the king from ex- 
ercifing this branch of his prerogative, when they 
judged it would be improper ; and the being fa 
authorifed, amounted to their having a negative 
upon the refolutions of his majefty on fuch occa-> 
fions. 

6thly, and laftly. The king, as has been already 
obferved, was allowed two voices in the fenate. 

Such was the form of government eftablifhed 
in Sweden, when Ulrika Elcanora fucceeded her Z^' ^ 
brother Charles the Xllth, in the throne of that 
country. 

It is obvious, that the grand objcft of thofe 
Swedes who framed it, was to guard againft all 
poffibility of their monarchs ever again becoming 
abfolute. 

The retreft(;hing of the regal, power feems alone 
to have occupied their thoughts; and blinded by 
what they had fuffered from the dcfpotifm of the? 
two laft reigns, diey not only did not perceive 
that liberty may be liable to dangers from otiier 
quarter^i nearly e(|ual to thofe (he has to appre* 

h 4 hcAd 
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tend ft-om the ufurpations of the royal authority ^ 
but they forgot, that when a. prince finds hi^fclf 
galled by the fhackles impofed upon hinn, he n^y 
become defperate, and in order to free himfeif, 
have recourfc to the 'moft fatal extremities. \ 

Having feen monarchy of late only under its 
moft frightful afpeft, that of defpotifm, their 
would probably have wholly aboliflied it, but th|it 
the bulk of the nation were' ftiU prejudiced in its 
favour. If for this reafon they retained the king- 
ly office, they feem to have treated it as men 
would fome fierce and dangerous animal, which 
they did not wiih to deftroy, but were refblvcd tp 
fecure, by loading it with chains. 

But was this (pm\ of government, from annihiT 
lating the regal power whilft it retained the of'- 
fige, the better calculated to give liberty to the 
nation ? Was it in any refpe6t iiiitcd to pro- 
mote an end fo defirable, and fo hard to be ob- 
tained ? Was it adapted to the genius, difpofition 
and circumftances of the nation ? Or were the 
Swedes capable, at any rate, of reducing it tq 
praftice? 

Thefe queftions I believe muft all bj: anfwered 
ii| the negative. 

The reader cannot but have perceived there 
vffir^ defcds interwoyen in the y^fy texture of this 
government, which indicated from the beginning, 
where it muft faij. Thefe, in afhort time, infeft- 
ing the whole mafs of the conftitution, before any 
political principles, confonant to the new fituation 
in which they found themfdvcs, could poifibly 
-have fettled among the people, difclofed to the 

public 
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public view, fuchfccnes of corruption, dii&ittions/ 
confufion and anarchy, that the nation had fcarcely 
tafted liberty, when they began to be expofed to 
all the diforders and tyranny, of which the vio-* 
lence of contending fadions, is in general pro-"^ 
duftive. I, 

The principal and moft glaring defeft in this' 
conftitution, a defeat, which alone miift -have' 
brought on its deftruftion, was the total -want of* 
all balance of its parts. For the very ^xiftcnce 
of the executive power, depending upon the Ic-^ 
giflative, this could arrogate to itfelf what autho-^ 
jrity it pleafed. . • 

It confequently might unite in itfelf both 
powers, and to them add the judicial, likewifc. 
This we have feen it aftually did in the cafe of 
,cre6king thofe temporary tribunals I have already 
taken notice of. For as the members of fuch 
jtribunals were perfons felefted out of^ and chofen 
by the legiflative body, it aniounted nearly tp the 
fame thing as if that whole body had formed itfelf 
into a court of judicature. 

The king's being totally deftitute of power w^s 
certainly another very confiderable defeft in this 
fbrm of government. 

Nothing could have been more abfurd than the 
idea of preferving the kingly office in a free con- 
ftitution, without endeavouring to render that of- 
fice fubfervient to the purpofes of freedom. 

It was, however, very natural for thofe who had 
fufiered fo fcverely from defpotifm, to carry their 
precautions againft the royal authority too far, 

when 
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Whilft, from the habitual refpeft paid to the title 
of m^eftjr, and the influence of outward pomp 
and decoration upon the jtiinds of men, the peo- 
ple cohtinued to look up to him with the fame^ 
reverence, with which they had been accuflomed 
to behold their former fovereigns: and thus? 
tc was neceflarily poflefled of a fure roacj to po- 
pularity," as no mifconduft in public affair?, could 
ever be attributed to one who had fo little fjiare^ ^ 
in direfting tjiem. * 

-Next, when we confider of whom the ftates were 
compofed; what were the fituation and condition 
of thofe who were called upon to exercife the 
fun£tion of legiflators, with a fiipreme and almoft 
unlimited authorityj innumerable defefts will then 
Appear in thi§ form .of government, which at firft^ 
fight might efcape obfervation. 

We have feen that the ftates were compofed of 
the nobles, clergy, burghers and peafantsi. 

I ft. With regard to- the nobles : that body 
formed ii> Sweden^ as in other countries on the 
. continent, a clafs entirely diftindt from the reft of 
the nation. - The honours as well as property of 
each noble family defcended alike to all its 
branches. Numerous therefore, proud, and needy, 
they were certainly kut ill calculated to have a 
fluare m a Jegiflatijre, which was defigned tq 
cftablilh liberty. Their poverty nec-effarily ren-r 
dered them dependent, whilft their pride as necef- 
farily kept them poor; fince they difdained by 
means of commerce to acquire that independency 
with reipedt to fortune, which ought to he an* 
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nexfd to the cliaxa6ter of. a Legiflator. The lines 
of drftinction which divided thenvirom the reft ol* 
then- countrymen were too ftrongly marked to be 
overlooked, and too flattering to tlieir'pride to b? 
difregarded by thern. .•.,,.. 

. They feldom aflocjated withtl^ofe who did not 
belong to their order,, in gen^Jcal kept at a moft 
^bfurd diitance from thenv; and retained under a 
free government all that arroganqe toward$ their 
.inferiors, with which nobles un^er- abfplute mo- 
narchies feem frequently to confole themfelves, 
/or the confcioufnefe of their, own infignificancy 
with regard to their conimon mailer^ \ . ,\, 
. ' The head only of every family hM a right, to fit 
in thehoufe of nobles; their body being tpo.nn- 
merous to admit of the whole bping aflemblecl^at 
,once. But theperfon poiTefFed of fo important a 
privilege, not being diftinguiihed from the reft, of 
-his family in point of property, muft frequently 
have been wholly deftitute of the means of excr- 
cifing it i infomuch that it is literally a fadty that 
a very confiderable nuniber of thofe nobles^ .who 
had a right to aflift at the diets, were fo poor, ^ 
to be abfolutely unable to pay the trifling expences 
attending their leaving their homes, to refide it 
Stockholm for the fhort time a diet was to Jlaft* . 
, It is equally true, that the heads of the nyjor 
' part of the moft ancient families in Sweden^ .pf 
thofe :who held the firft rank among the nobIe$, 
and were in the greateft confideration among tHe 
peofde, had hmafidcy no vifible means of fubfiff- 
^nce, but what they derived from the pofleflion of 

pofts 
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the members of the fcnatc were frequently deiti-^ 
tute of any other mcomc but that annexed to 
their office 5 and as the fenators in cafe of theif 
being depofedj could never afterwards accept of 
iWiiirferioi*<6niploynnrent, they were compelled, in 
a mafiner, to make ufe of every poflibie means of 
maintaining themfelves In power. The conftitu- 
tion, by blowing nobles an hereditaiylhare in the 
liegiflaturfc, who wcfrc totally deftitute of property, 
placed them in a fituation ia which they were 
tqually expofed to be rorrupted, and undw* the 
geceffity of becoming fo : While the fenators were 
\inder the fame neccflity of making ufe of comip-^ 
tion, fince their very exiftence depended upon the 
jterty they could form to themfelves in the ftates. 

Such of the nobles as had a feat at the diet, 
might, if they did not chufe, or could not afford 
to attend diemfelves, give fell powers to any per- 
'fons of their own order not po^ffing a feat, tx> 
a& and vote for them. 

The perfons who received thefe futtmagbtSj as 
they were called, became to all intents and pur- 
jpofes members of the diet, and were nowife ac- 
countable to their principals for their condud 
there. 

Confideriitg the poverty of the Swedifli nobles, 
it Was not at all furprifing if many of them were 
induced te part with thck fuJlmagbtSy upon pecu- 
niary confiderations. Neither did the purchafe 
of a right amount to any thing confiderable, 
which remaining in the hands of the ownor, 
9 would, 
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WbUM, from his inability to txcrcife it, have been 
lifdefs to him^. 

This (fuppofing fbfeign interference but of the 
Queftion) Vould havefufniftied the fenators with 
nan oppoftimity orilitroducing into the houfe of 
noblesi as many of their dependents and creatures 
as were necfeffitry tofecure that body in thek; in- 
tefefts ; and as the fenate was in the pofleffion 6f 
its power for three years, and dtrring that period. 
Had in a great meafurc the dilpofal of all thb 
polls and employments in the ftatc, whether civil 
or military, it could by thefe means eftiblifli an 
.intereft among the <membeys that were to corrq)ofe 
a future diet, noteafily to be overturned in the 
fliort time this was affemblcd. It is obvfous 
therefore, that, putting foreign infliience out of the 
quelHon, the genhis of this government naturally 
tended to an oligarchy* 

-adly. With regard to the clergy. How fir 
, thajt order of men fhould be admitted to a iharc 
in the legiflature of a free country, it may not at 
prefent be neceflary to enquire* I fhall only ob- 
ferve, that from the nature of the church eftablilh- J 
meBt'in Swe^^en, k:was not ptodudivei^f fo^^ia- 
jhy evil ccnfcquehces there as it might have bete 
in other count rieis;]:. 

* In a fhort time thefe fallmagkts became a fyeciesofmcrf 
Chandife to be fold to the higheft bidder; it was ncceflaiy, 
howhyixt that'ihe purchafer flioald be rather cautious on thefe 
iii^ca&bus, a$ inHances niight be prodacedl where theVame 
fultmaghts had b^en fold twice over, to tW different ^eiu^^f 
the oppofite partits. 

J The ^iergy in Sweden are perhaps the poorcfl in Eu- 

rope. 
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. jdly. As. to the burghers : thefe were chofen by 
cities and corporate to^ns, nearly in the fame 
manner as the members for cities and boroughs 
arc in England; but then none but burghers, 
literally fpcaking, and by no means nobles oc 
gentlemen were capable of being ele^ed *. 

This exclufive right in merchants and traders 
of reprcfenting cities apd towns, feems well enough 
calculated to.givfj them a ceruin rank and confe- 
quence in the ftatci but then it.fervedto maintain 
and continue with the utmpft precifion, the dif- 
, tindion of noble and plebeian. 

Had the younger branches of noble families, 
been rendered by the conftitution eligible to a 
feat among the order of burghers, this would 
probably have induced many of them to turn 
their thoughts to, commerce; and by that means 
they might have acquired a property that would 
have enabled them to become independent mem- 
bers of the legiflature, inftead of continuing in 
. a charafter, in which their poverty rendered their 
titles and their pride equally ridiculous. 

- rope, fo that the neblet or gentry hardly ever think of th^ 

, church for their profefllons. But as the pari(hioners in each 

dilbift eledi their miniflers, this prevents that fervility in tb« 

dergy which a dependence on particular patrons may create 

^ zxtotig ^hem in other countries* 

• Burgher^ in Sweden does not at alt convey the fame 

'idea as bttrgefs does in England ; it implies^ literally ipeak* 

nig* perfons who either are, or have been engaged in trade 

or commerce : it no wife includes perfons of any Other oriir, 

* who may be 'free of a city* 

4thly^ What 
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" 4thly, Wkat has been faid here with regard to 
the order of burghets, is equally applicable to that 
of the peafantSi 

Thefe too could eleft their reprefentative? onljD 
from their own order. Their deputies were, in 
. the literal fcnfc of the W0rd> to be peafants them- 
felves. 

Nothing fuirely could be rtidre abfurd^ than.to 
^llow men a feat in the Icgiflatul-ei and a voice 
in the moft important alFairs of the nation> whoi 
from their fittiation in life^ Could not poflibly have 
. poflefTed the information requifite for funftions 
of this kind j who muft have been too ignorant 
either to devife meafures themfelves beneficial to 
the ftate, or to judge of their expediency when 
propofcd by Others: and laftly, who from the 
lownefs of their condition, muft have been greatly 
liable to corruption, as a bribe too infignificant to 
have tempted perfons in a more elevated ftation 
to depart from their duty, might eafily have pre*^ 
vaikd upon peafants. 

If there was apparently io much reafon to ob*^ 
je6k to the perfons of wliom the ftates were com- 
pofed, there was equal reafon to obje6t to theif 
mode of proceeding when aflembled* The burg- 
hers and peafants did not, like the knights of 
Ihires and burgdTes in England, fit together, wheA 
\ eledted, in one houfe; but each aflembled aparti 
T'he clergy aAd nobles had likewife their meetings 
fejparate from each other j fo that the legillaturfe 
-Wis. coaipofed of four diftinft- Houfes of parfia- 
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incnt> as thqr may be termed mthmxt imprcN- 
prietjr. ,.. 

The aflent however of all the foor was not nt-^ 
ceffary to givfe force to a Uwi that of three of 
>hem was, as has been remarked upon a former 
eccalion> Ibfficient for this purpofe. Hence eacb 
component part of the legiflature, did not ,fii^^ 
poffefs a negative upon the refolutions of the 
other three, but was obliged to acquiefce in«lkas ^ 
thcfe ihould think proper to cM£t. 

By this means iqueftions might be paffed in -th^ 
ftates, although the fenfe of the majority of all 
the n^embers, if tftken <:olle<3:ively> was dbyiouljy. 
tgainft them. For irtftance, f^ppofe one <irder 
ihould unanimowfly reje<3: a meafure^ whidi i^ 
each of the other three had been carried onj^ by 
i. fmall majority. This, majority might tiave ^^n^ 
(ifted o£ no nwre than one or two perfbna in eadt 
prder, and put all together might not amount to 
above half a dozen. In this cafe it is evident that 
the votes of thefe half dozen perfans> would out- 
weigh thofe of a whole order. 

On this accoijnt too> it was in thct po^r of a 
party formed in any three of the ftates,. ?o come ta 
fefolutions, and to ena£t laws, highly detrimental, 
'to the intcreft of the remaining ftate, aswell ^ 
%o pafs regulations, concerning points, m whic^ 
the latter only was interefted. 

Thus the nobles who defpifed commerce, the 

clergy who had np concern widi it,, and the p^a^ 

£zWiS who were totally ignorant of every tlyog^rer 

kj^iag to it> might pafs ^£U which would niateri- 

' - ' ally 
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1^7 a^^ lU although the Imrgheirs fiuDtxlc) hb 
tiAanitxipu^ in reje&ihg them* Nor was it csitrzi* 
ordinary if iheiouroiidefs when. a&mbled,, appear 
fometimcs to haye had littk piques .and rirfent- 
ments taw^Hs «ach other tb -gratify^ whon yr^ 
tdicSt thju: they -belonged to daffes .entirely difr 
tihftirom each others and, when the itatcs wejiS 
feparated> ifeldom or nev« aflbciating in private 
tife. 

Hitherto 1 have confidered only fome (^ the dcr 
teA* of tie form of governiftent itfelf, and of the 
objeftions which might with juftice ^lie .ftartcd 
li^inft the perfons in whofe hands it placed the 
fegiflature.' ^ : . r 

']Sut the great error committed by the fHtners 
of this conftitution, was, Chat while ihey paid'Xi^ 
iriUch attention to political liberty, that is^ to thfe 
^are the nation was to llave in the government 4 
they totally forgot that an equal. attention 'was 
^e to dvillibcrty, or the/reedom of individual^ 
^nfidered in their private .capacity* 
• ^It is the full enjoynrient >of the civil, which at^ 
^ches a nation to their political liberties* The in- 
fluence of the former, extends itfelf over the whote 
fociety^ the meaneft member of which partakes 
of the benefits it diffufes. The immediate advan- 
,tages refulting froKi the latter, fall to the 4ot of, 
^comparatively Ipeaking, a very fmail portion of 
the nation. 

- 'We are not however to attribute it altogether 
40 negleft, if the franiers of the late Swedifti con* 
^tutien did not pay the feme "attention to the 
private^ rights of individuals, as to the politiod. 

Ma liberty 
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liberty of the riatioh. ,. The latter had been eftaf 
•bliflicd of a fudden, or at leaft the foon of govern-* 
Went was fo cftablifticd which was defigned to 
introduce' it. But thofe laws which have civil 
liberty* or perfonal fafety and fecurity of private 
property for their objefts, cannot perhaps be de* 
vifed and reduced to praftice with equal expedi* 
tion. Thefe are in general the refult of experi- 
ence, and it is only after frequent trials that they 
•have been brought to a fufficient degree of per- 
feftion to anfwer^ the purpofes for which they 
were intended. , 

The immedS^ajte introduftion therefore of fuch 
laws, among a people not fitted to receive them, 
was perhaps a ta(k which exceeded the abilities 
<of thofe who had framed the new conftitution of 
:Sweden j or, content with wliat they had done 
^towards eftablifliing political liberty, they {ccm 
xo have left private freedom to the care of their 
pofterity. The confequence was, that the changp 
in that government, produced little or none in 
4:he fituation of the great body of the people. 
►They ftill found themfelves expofed to the fame 
ipppreflion as before^ and could not therefore havp 
;any reafon to be fatisfied with an alteration in the 
jone, which was produ^ive of no improvement in 
'the other. . 

V Befidcs, their .prejudices were .all in favour qf 
that government to which they had been accu£- 
•^omed. The nxjmber of great and al?le princes 
jwhp ^had fate upon i;heir ^throne,, by ^tuchigg 
jA^m. to their mooargh,. infenfibiy attached thcflp 
,ta : their mQga^^ji^i.likewife. ^^TJieir ; iiat;ipn^ 
V-.-^^ 1... ' vanity 
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^Vanity had been, pattered by the great repjitjs^tion 
many of their fovereigns had.ajcquiredi by j^hp 
luftrc thefe had given to the Swedilh arm? s a^d 
by the glory which they conceived the vidtori^s 
of thefe princes had reflefted upon their country. 
The niiferies they had fuffered from the ambition 
or defpotifm of their kings, were in a few years 
forgotten. Biit their pride did not fufFer the ex- 
ploits of a Guftavus Adolphus, or of a Charles 
the Xllth, to fink into equal oblivion. 

The memory of Charles is ftill rooted in the 
mind of every Swede. He is known among them 
only by the name of the great king : and thofe 
who rccoUeft the having feen him in their child- 
hood, ftill fpeak of him with tears in their eyes* 



SECTION II. 

Prpgrefs of corruption^ and of tbt French influence 
in S^uoeden ; change of fyftem in the Diet of the 

. year 1738; and fome of the moft remarkable 
tranf actions of that held i» 1756. 

WE may have obfenred in the preceding 
feftion, that the framcrs of the late Swe- 
difli conftitution, had not only confined, the powe^ ' 
;df the crown within the narrowcft. limits, but had 
. likewife taken-every precaution than a dear-bought 
. experience could fuggeft to them, to guard againft 
the influence it might acquire through cbrrup- 
tioru •. . . . . y . \^ . : :^ . 

;, . M3 By 
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By pidcmg their fifieitres beyond tiU ttith 6P 
jiny attatks^ 6ptitof ihcfircft on the part of theii- 

' fovefeigns, they frria|pAid they had cffc6hiiHy fc- 
cured them, and quite (of got fhcy hid left z dat^ 
open for another fp'ecies of Corrtiptiori, one eqoaJ- 
\y fatal to liberty, but in its eonfequences inAnitd- 
ly more ruinous to' the country i l! mem tHit 
proceeding from foreign powers. 

Foreign corifupUon, while it is as ^atal i6 tiik 
liberties of a free people, as that proceeding from 
their fovereign could Se, is alfo more ruinous to 
the interefts of the kingdom, and at the tatno 
time without a remedy. Who is to punilh dorr 
ruption in fenators, or check the progrcis o^ it 
among them, if the executive is lodged in the fe- 
nate ? Who is to punifli it in the members of the 
ftate, when the ftates themfeves are corrupted ? In 

- a limited monarchy, oh the contrary, when pro- 
perly conftituted, the prince, not only is above be- 
ing tempted by foreign bribes, but, howei^i^ Be 
may be inclined to make ufe of corruption hirttfelf, 
fee certainly will hot fiiffer foreign powers CO ac- 
quire by that rneiasis ah influence aftYong i^h rf 
his fubjeds, as are members of the legiflature. 

^ put what was (the cafe iit Swedin ? the ting it is 
true was thcr^ dqirivcd of the means of c6rn5>tteg 
himfelf the members of the legiflattirfe, but he 
,wat5 litewife diveftcd of all power which Cduld 
cnabde hiih m prevent foreign comiption from 
^rc^ding itfdf among Oicm. While ht i^ fb 
ftrdi^ened in his finances^ as well ^ limited in 
his authority i while he had & little Iharc iii di^- 

rcfting 
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Tcfting <he public mcaforcs, and a portidn & 
fmall of the advantages which might rcfult from 
the profpcrity of the kingdom; there hardly feennh 
ed t6 be a fingle circumftance in his fituation^ 
which could ferre to conned: his interefts with 
thofc of the nation. And at the fame time, the 
poverty of tbc^e who were entriifted with a feare 
in the government, was fuch, a$ naturally rendered 
them open to corruption, from whatever quarter 
it might come, and ap<^gized for what they muft 
oth^rwife have blulhed to oWn. 

This ftate of affairs in Sweden could not re- 
0Uia longunobfervedby foreign potentates; who 
would naturally take all the advantages it afford- 
'cd them, for acquiring luch a degree of influence 
in riiat country, a^ fuited their political views and 
interefts. 

Among thefe, France took the lead. The bufy 
«ftl?fe fpirit i>{ intrigue which charaderizei the 
policy of the cabinet of Verfailles, was no-wherc 
more confpicuous in its effcfts than in Sweden, 
Having loft that weight in the fcale, and afcen- 
dency in the affairs of Europe of which flie was 
once pofleffed, it fcems to be now the objeA of 
France to acquire by artifice and corruption, that 
influence among the other European powers, 
which her real fuperiority over them had former- 
ly given her. 

Hence her emiffaries at foreign courts are per* 
petualjy carrying on intrigues there, fometimes in 
order to effed internal revolutions ; fometimes to 
promote difientions between neighboi^M^ing powers, 

M 4 and 
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<znd by that means kindle a war j but always for 
the purpofe of checking the profperity of fuch, 
as are beconie the objefts of her jealoufy. 

Never was a country more cgregioufly duped 
by another, than Sweden has been by France, 
from the time of their being firft connefted. I 
believe it would be fcarcely poflible to produce a 
fingle advantage which has refulted to the former, 
from her union with the latter -, whilft the lofles 
ftie has fuftained in confequence of it, have beea 
frequent and manifeft. Neither is it eafy. to con- 
ceive why France fhould intereft herfelf fo much 
*in the affairs of this northern kingdom,. but upoA 
the principle juft now mentioned, in order to be 
able whenever fhe fhould think proper, to create 
-an enemy to another northern potentate, whofe 
rapid rife into power and confequence, fhe could 
not behold without envy. 

But if Sweden has been duped by France, the 
latter country certainly has been no lefs miflaken, 
in her policy with regard to the very objeft of her 
-alliance with the former. ^ 

The circumflances which might have once ren- 
dered a connexion between thefe two countries 
advantageous to both, have long ceafed to exifl. 
Since that time the face of affairs in the northern 
part of Europe has undergone a total change; 
and confequently, in the political interefls of the 
countries fituated there, an equal alteration muft 
have- taken place. 

It was in the reign of Guflavus Vafa, that the 
ftrft treaty of alliance between Sweden and Franqe 

took 
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took place. I mention this, becaufe it is notgt 
all improbable tKat the opinion of fo great and 
•wife a prince as Guftavus, with reJpeft to the 
choice of an ally, may have been the groundwork of 
the preference afterwards given upon all occafions 
by his countrymen to France/ But nothing could 
be mofe obvious than the reafons which induced 
that prince to form a French alliance, nor any 
-thing rhore evident than that they were only of a 
temporary nature, and ought not confequently to 
have been produftive of a connection that was 
to laft longer than thefe Ihould fubfift. Charles 
the Vth, emperor of Germany, had conceived the 
defign of placing Frederic coiint Palatine upon 
the northern thrones ; it -^as, therefore, very na- 
tural that Guftavus fliould conned himfelf with 
the Prince who was the declared enemy of Charles, 
-and fuch ^ one he found in Francis the Ift. A 
tinion with England would certainly have ulti- 
mately proved more advantageous to his country, 
and Guftavus might probably have been of that 
opinion; but the ficfclenefs of the temper of 
Henry the Vlllth rendered him an ally by no 
ineaiis to be confided in; ' - - 

This monarch was befides clofely conneded 
with the emperor, at the time Guftavus wanted 
to ftrengthen himfelf againft the attacks of the 
Imperial power : and corlfonant to his wild fyf- 
tem of politicks, Henry had aftually purchased 
Denmark, with which country Guftavus was then 
in clofe alliance, of the Hanfe towns, (though 
thefe only meditated the conqueft of it) and ad- 
vanced 
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TMCed !ioio©o CToWiri of what he had ftfpuhtcd 
to T«y '''^^* dditeiy flwuld be n[iade, Thefe 
rdafons were theicfore Ibffident to dcterndinc 
tSuftavils m hi» choice of the French allianec^ 
wbich he conceived the fitoatidn of hs$ affair* 
rendered it neceflfery he (hoidd form. 

Sweden next entered into a ftibfidiarf tre^ 
with France, in the rcigfi of Gtift&vw Adolphus. . 

The objeft of Pranc^ was, at that time, to htfift?- 
]blc the houfe ot A^ftda^ and for this porpofe flic 
could noty as, Europe was then circumftanced^ 
have pitched iipon a fitter inftrtiment thaa the 
Swedifli monarch. 

When Guftayus invaded the empiri}, be Wds 
the moft powerful fovereign of the north. Ruflia 
ftiU continued in a &^tt o( barbarifni, and confer 
quently of infignificaficc ; aind the petty Ekft^ 
rate of Brandenburg, had not as yet ftarted tip in- 
to a potent kingdom. It w^s, therefore, perfect- 
ly confiftent with the ufual policy 6f Richlieu, to 
form an alK«Ke with, perhaps, the only power 
then both willing find cap^We of abetting his 
defigns againft the empetor. 

But as the preference given to France as an 
ally, by Gufkavus Vafa, feems ever after to have 
biaffed the Swedes in favour of that country, fo 
the fucceflbrs in office of Richlieu appear, with 
re^eft to the Swedifli fyftem to have followed 
the example of that great minifter,* and probably 
for no other reafon than bccaufe this was a fyftem 
that had been adopted by iiim. Both parties for- 
getting that diiFerent junftures and new arrange- 
ments 
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m6nt$o(]pfmti required dfeir piir^^ a d^€feiMr 
polky ; and tlwk Irhtt was pbrfeftly Wife in one 
filiation' of thingri might becoihe a$ abford m 
Wltjthcr. 

Thuar wHeft; Svrcden had nathidg to drdkd from 
Bbffiay ^ h6l3 thfe Ekaori of Brandcnbof g in 
ebfittrfi{>t> flfti imght ha^e ^cirdid ta Frafrcc thi 
tiS&St f^tT(\A aid ^iiift theencmachin^ fpirit 
©f thsb ftoilfe ©f Atiftria 5 ind the SwedilH moi 
i3M«:lls> by hffsihs of French fubfidires, might have 
feftkilged ffteit j)affi<ai for -mr at lio great ex* 
^tfce t» thfelr edilfftrf . Wh^fi <M^ was the cafei 
iS miicki h^tsFfttn S^defl ^d Fratice Was ftmndcd 

BBt w1i€fi SftgfW^r'^ the fiftml6A of f he NorA 

iflf EiirSf* lif«^ iW!dSrg(>hfe i tetiSl chaiyge ; wheA 

Swtfdcai frofti being the firft becamfe one of the 

"ibdft mfignificiift of f he ndnhern |>owers > Wheft 

the Htde de<5!Srate of Brandetibiirg, had become 

a great kingdom, alone fufEciently potent to bar 

tte ^gi-^ of the Swedfes hitaG&tttany, beyond 

their own ihfigmficant province of Pofeerahla j 

when an immenfe empire bordering upon Sweden^ 

from which iht hid bcfbrfe little or nothing to ap^ 

fttiiehd, biJffting frotn obfcutity iitt^ power Attd 

coTifequehcfe, fey the moft i^apid {>f6grefs frbrp 

Ibarbarifin to civiliMtion of which the hiftory of 

tmx^ind ca^ fi^mifli tat txampk> bbcame afn adv 

Vttfiry to Sweden fir too fomiidable for hfer dfe- 

' cliftifig ftfertgth J ah adterikjy. With Whom it Was 

impoflible that Sweden could alone contend, 

while it was equally impoflible Ihe could for that 

[ 2 - purpofc 
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fniripofe fcceivc any cfFc(5hial sfllftaiice from her 
French ally: furely under thcfc circumftancesi 
the connexion between France and Sweden could 
cot anfwer any of thofe ends, which either party 
might formerly hairc expefted. to 6btain by it. 

The idea which the cabinet of Vdrfailles might 
have entertained of rendering Sweden a thorn iii 
the 'fide of Ruffian was. in itfelf a ihiftaken pnei 
for the fowing of diflention betweca thofe tvf9 
powers was, in fadt, only giving the latter af prcr 
text to rnake conqtiefts, vpon the forrr^er, an4 
therefore ferved but to augmf^nt the power of that 
potentate, to reduce whofe ftrength aiid import, 
tance, could be the fole objeft of the immenfft 
/urns privately IJ^eafby Fr;ance.in cprrupting the 
Swedes; whilft the fubfidies thefc publicly Tcceiyr 
<d, were both too infignificant, and too ill paid, 
to compenfate for the lofles the nation neceffarily 
fuftained from being at enmity, with Ruflia*. 

• NotwithlUnding the prediledion entertained by Chnilint 

for France, it was a maxim with that Princefs, as well as^witb 

'Charles the Xlth, that Sweden fhould no more form an al- 

(liance with that country. In a letter Written by Charles to 

•the fenators, during an illnefs from^ .which he did not fxpeft 

'to recover, he eXpreiTes himfelf thus:— >'^ As I am well in^ 

*' formed that among the fenators whom I have appointed 

. ** guardians to my fbn the Prince Charles, as well as among 

" the remainder of the fenators, there are many who are en*- 

^' tirely devoted to France, I cannot refraia from exhorting 

<' them to continue firmly attached tO'thofe alliances I have 

** concluded : as I ^nd them the fureil and moft advantage- 

^* ous for Sweden. France has deceived me once, arid I 

«* would, therefore, never again have recourfe to her," 

Hence 
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: liehce ^f ^itiay with juftice affimii that K" 4 
French alliance, proved on many occafions, highly 
Injurious to thef interefts of Sweden, France was 
in her turn equally miftalcen In the policy, whicR 
induced her to connect herfdf 'with. that country* 
*Jn this policy however flic ftilk peVfifted ; and from 
the nrioment the late Swedifh -form of government 
was cftabliflied, flie bent ill her endeavo^ii-s^td 
create to herfelf fucH a party icrSwedeni as might 

'enable her to govern that 'wiintry with tlie fame 
[eafe as flae did 6nt of her own provinces. • " ' 
When the framers of *thfe i,^te Swedifh conflitu- 

"tion gave a new government to their country^. 

.they at the -fame time adopted, a new fyffeni with 
refpeft to foreign politicks. /They had opened 
their .eyes to the change' wrought in' the fitiiktioA 

^f fome of the powers which fufroundexf-thenni. 
TThe miferies'they had' experienced from the rt- 
ce;it wars of Charles .the. Xllth, rendered peace 
abfolutely'neceflary to the ftate. They fa^ plainly 
that the arrtfies of Ruflia .were no* longe? coih'- 
pofed of thole foldiers, Wenty tho^ 

',after the battle of Narva, 4iad Tiirrendered at dif- 

^cretio\i t6 no^'mbre'than eight thdufirid' Swedes. 
They pef de¥sred the ^ immenfe po wefr that "empirfe 

\zd fik^denly acquired, to' cultivate theTriendfllip 

^6f wfiiicHir *they .confidefed as the only means 

^of'oStaininrglfecunty to ^themfelves? -Tfife power 
too of PrulTia formed a new barrier againft evet^ 

-attempt they fhouH-rnakt at/ecovering^ljife-kfles 
Sweden had fuftained on the fide of Germany. 

^TKus'circumftanced, they apprehended an 'silliance 
with France could*" br of no farther 'ftrvice^-tft 

^^ them. 
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The Swcdifh anny in Finland was totally d<j-« 
ilroycdi and the whole of that country loft. The 
unfortunate generals who commanded there, 
count Lewenhaupt and baron Buddehbrog paid 
the forfeit of their lives; not for their own mif- 
condiift, but for the madnefs and infatuation of 
' thofe who promoted a war, to which Sweden was 
by no means equal ; and which confequently in a 
ihort time, compelled the Swedes to fue for peace 
tipon whatever terms the enemy fliould think 
proper to impofc. 

Thefe were the firft fruits of the French influ- 
ence in the Swcdifh die ts> after the eftablilh- 
ment of the late form of government. > 
' I fhall now haften to fome of the principal 
tranfa^ons of the diet 1756, as they will ferve to 
give the reader a full idea of the manner in. which 
'the*Swedilh conftitution was adminiftred, of the 
abufes that then crept into it, and of the encroach-? 
ifnents by the Hats upon the royal authority ; au- 
thority, which it has i been already obferved, was 
-originally .infufficient to. anfwcr any uiieful pur- 
pofe to the government, but which, in ^this dict^ 
was reduced almoft to nothing. 

After the ftates were affembled, one of the firft 

fubjefts of difpute between them and the king, 

S /V^yivt'fiy^as,'of fp' curious a nature, in itfelf fo trivial, 

£ ^ .yet confidered by the dief ^ an affair of fo much 

importance, that it merits a particular relation. 



^^A 



•Turks. And baron Buddcnbrog, ^hb was fent info Fin! affd 

•to'infpc'dthe'ftate of that country, it may be preifWcd, had 

Inftnidions'^d-malcc fuch reprefentations of has farotrrcd tht 

martial dtfigtifjf of the pcrfeft»i»p«w«rk --* ^'^^* ^- 

- - However 



Digitized by 



Google 



[ 177 3 

However a people may be delirous of limiting 
the authority of their fovereign, in thofe points 
which relate to the prefervation of their libertie?, 
there are others properly belonging to his private 
concerns, in which it were illiberal, if not indecent, 
for his fubjefts to interfere. But the Swedes feem to • 
have thought otherwife, and they afted accordingly. 
JFrom the time that the French party m 1738, had 
got pofleffion of the reins of government, they 
appear to have confidered it as no Wife incumbent 
on them to keep any meafures with the court. Not 
content with continually impofing frefh reftraints 
xipbn the regal power, they refolved to reduce the 
JBtuation of the king, to an abfolute ftate of pupil- 
age, in which he was to have neither will nor pro- 
perty of his own. 

Early in the diet, the ftates prefented a very 
lingular addrefs td his majefty. The purport of it 
was. That whereas by the thirteenth article of the 
ordinance of the year 1723, the ftates were to exa- 
nline into the condition of the jewels and move- 
ables belonging to the crown, as well fuch a^ 
were in the king's treafury, as thofe that were pre- 
fented to the qiieen || at Berlin, upon his majefty's 
marriage, for the ufe of his royal conforti thdy 
therefore begged to know when it would be con- 
venient to her majefty, that the above-mentioned 
jewels fhpuld be vifited by fomc deputies from 
their body, and compared with the inventories 
made of them. 

it The laie king man<icd^the princefi LouiTa Ulrikaj^ &&tt 
to the prefe&t king of Prui&a, 

N - It 
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It Is true by the article above alluded to, the 
ftates were vefted with the power claimed by them 
upon this occafion ; but it was a power which had 
never been cxercifed, and was probably never in- 
tended to be fo, but in cafe of a minority or a va- 
cancy of the throne, wheii it was proper fuch i^- 
power fhould be lodged fomewhere, to prevent 
the embezzlement of the effefts belonging to the 
crown. At any other time to claim the eirercife 
of it furely betrayed the moft illiberal fufpicions 
on the part of the ftates> and placed the foverciga 
rn the moft humiliating point of view. But to ex- 
amine into the ftate of thofe jewels which had becll 
given to her majcfty as a marriage-prefent from 
the king, was certainly a demand as much beneath 
the dignity of the ftates, as it muft have been 
mof tifying to the queen *• 

Her majefty accordingly refufed to ftibmit te- 
fuch a rewiew of the jewels, which, faid flie, in hcf 
anlwer to the requeft of the ftates, ** fcems to arife 
^* from feme diftruft in the ftates df the kingdiwti;'^ 
but fhe added^ " I feaH let the two members of 
** the fecret committee tnow my thoughts,, that I 
*' defign to have the Jewels in qucftion: feparatcd 
^^ irom my owit, and & to deliver them up to the 
*' ftat«f^ becaufc from that hour I accor^t my- 
^^ felf too good tor wear diem."* 

■ • The' faft was with, refpefb to thcfe Jewels, t^at Mr. Tcffihy 
the Swedifti aiflbaflkdor at Berfin, had- prefcnted thctt to the 
queen only in the name of the king, and Ike coftieq4S<Btff 
confidered tkem as her own. It certainly never could 
^vt cfcejEHtftf. xol a foreigQ^ pridcdb thiU a 'makiace- 
gift was to be confidered by die natiasi mev^^Mk l^u;^* ^f 
which ihe was upon demand to give an accoant. 

This - 
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^l^is was ph)du<aive of a moft fenous i^eftKm*' 
ferancc on the part of the iJ:ates, which I IhtU give 
Itere at full length, as k will ferve to conlrey t 
perfe<fl idea of theijf mode of plt>c^ing, atid of 
tlie fituation of the king* 

*^ The ftate3 cannot any loAgw conceal from 
^ ]Mr itt^fty, what they tnuft unavoidably liave 
*^ obiftt^tdy dhat the queen does not view thwA ih 
^ the light in whi^h they ought to be confideredi 
as ft^e^ in podleffion of power^ as well as faidi« 
ful fubjefU of your majeAy i and as tho& vety 
ftates that raifed your nmjefty to fo glorious i 
i-ank amohg kings, and Who n»>ft willingly ofibr 
^^fw your msyefty^s and the kingdom's umfed 
^^ g^odi thdf lives and fortunes when^t^^er occafions 
^ Ihiil require* 

'^ The ^ue^jfi's eaitiage tow»ds the ftates hfts 
*^ been accompanied likewife by a codte/npt for 
*^ th^ IcAators and other officers of the king« 
^ dom *5 moft confpicuoufly il^wn in a conduQ: 
*^ founded on caprice, and which pays no O^eft 
^ to the dignity of peribns i as tf theie were any 

* Hiii pretended contempt for At fe&atcxrs and otb^ oAc^rs 
«»f the Ipngdom, was nothing more than an order |^ven by 
the king about a year before, that no coaches fiiould diiv« 
into the inner court of the palace, except thofe of the royal 
fiunily; The firft pcrfons who were flopped were the fenatfirt 
laNtiesi The fenators were prudent enough not to complain 
iqK)n their xwn account, but they prevailed uplm tbfe Frenoh 
imbaffador to attempt to drive in likewife, and upon his beii^ 
ftopped, to make his complaint to the fenate ; who up<m this 
refolved, that all perfons of a certain htHk theft jlpedfied, 
lloald tn|oy that iMftrtsmt pri'^j^. 
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" Other fidelity and nicrit than obedience to the 
*Maw$, or any other marks of dignity or reward, 
"thaathofc which your majefty's jufticc diftri- 

. ^i butes among your &ithful fubjcifts. 

** The general aflembly of the ftates, as well ^s 

/* the whole kingdom are convinced, that your 
*^ m^gefty thoroughly diflikes thefe proceedings : 
^thcy defire no happier government tban/wfhat 

-*^your majcfly*s kind and fatherly difpofition 
** promifes.thcm; but when things contrary to 
" diis difpofition are tranfafted fo near the throne, 
*' it cannot but occafion refleftions an[K>ng fo- 
^^ reigners, as well as uneafinefe and troyblc within 

'^ the realoi. Your majefly's wifdom cannot fail 

r^^to.obforvc^. thatjewmples th\|s imprinted upoa 
*' the tender minds of the hereditary princes, who 
'^ infte ad 5>f acquiring a Idve for the natioq^ for a 

/^. free. peQple,. and an efteem for fidelity and merit, 

*'^ are taught to look tipon other men as. bom to 

: *^ be mijferabk for their pleafurei and as happy or 
*^ unhappy^ well or ill ii?tentioned, according to, 
^5,tbe.fewvr5 or. diigraCcs they meet wjth at 
" cotirt. 

'^ The queen came into this kingdom to "be 
^^ your majefly's confort, not to add to the weight 
^' of goverhmeht. • ; ' ! 

^ " This weight ought the more eafily to be borne 
" by fo gracious and juft a king, as your majefty 
"poffeffes the moft fovereign power and the 
^' fureft reward in the hearts of your fubjefts. 
"When therefore by-ways are taken by any other 
^^ perfon, contrary to the engagements your ma- 

'^f^ jefty has entered into. before God and the king- ' 
^ $ ^^ dom, 
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** dom, and corifequendy againftyaul^^ieWs'and 
•* intentions, they tend cither to m^t two go- 
*' veiinments in the kingdom, the one with, and the 
^* other without law ; or a king without conftitu- 
*^ tional dire6kion> and laws without power. 

" But of all that fes appeared, nothing wag 
*^ more unexpefted, than that a declaration ikould 
^ be made in writing by her majefty, in whidi Ihc 
** fays, that fhe looks upon the dcfire 6f the fccrct 
** committee to review the jewels, as the effefts of 
*^ diffroft, and concludes with tfiefc words : That 
^' fhe thinks herfelf too good to wear them for' 
** the future. ' \* 

. ^ *' It is not cuftomary, nor indeed agreeable to 
*' our form of government, to take notice of any 
^* communication or correfpondence between the 
" queen and the ftates of the kingdom, concern- 
** ing the affairs of the diet. But whea the 
^ ftates have done nothing to draw upon them* 
*' fdves fuch expreffions from her msgeftyi and 
^* a writing falls into their hands, which cOn- 
^* tains (6 public a contempt for the governnlcnt, • 
^ it does not become their dignit)^ to be. fifeut : 
** though what the ftates ihall in this caie think fit 
** to do, is not to be applied to other occafions,' 
^ or to become a precedent hereafter, as^ ^q ge- 
^ neral aflembly of the ftates hopes, and fmt( ^ffa 
*• take care, that what now gives occafion to ^dk 
** proceedings, fhall never happen again/* 

Aftcr^dwelling fome time upon their right to 
make the review in-queftion, their remonftrancc 
concludes thus : 

<* The ftates defire no change in your majefty V 
N 3 <* fcntiments 
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•* fentlmefitii towards the queen your owiibrt ; but 
^* very much that her Bwjefty Ihould change her 
^ fentimefits toward^ (he Huigdom. 

^ They ^(k nothiiig more than that your ma-Pi 
** jefly may be Irft quietly to make your fubjeft^ 
^ happy, and your reign glorious ^ and therefore 
^ wxlh that a perfon whofe welfare is fp nearly 
^ colmedbed with your m^efly's^ might conftantly 
^ poffcfs their moft hiraibje refpe^ 9iKi devo-? 
•• tion, 

^ With regard to thefe matters, the whole af- 
^ fcmblyqf thf ftates huftibly confide in your ma- 
^* jefty's paternal care, glad jxq% toficmi in need of 
^ tbofi means ^ which God an4 their right have 
** otherwife given them. 

^ Your m^gcfty's engagements with ^hc kingr 
*' dom are yoi^^r firft and moft important en- 
^'gagements; froni the obfervance pf them, a 
^* whole nation is to expeft its welfare i and upon 
*^ that too "depends the happinefs of poft?rity. 

^f The conftitution muft be ppiainuined i and 

^' thus will your majefty be fre^d from a variety of 

^ cares i and the country and its inha.bitants wiU 

•'then fully ei^oy the friiits pf fi> worthy ^ 

^ prince's governcDjent/* 

So ferious a remonftrance as this, required Oi^ 
l^e part of the king, as ferious an apology for 
nrhat appeftr^ to have given th? ftates fo mycli 
otfence, ' ' 

He aflured them of the fentiments of love and 
cfteeir^ which her majefty entertained for the 
nation, and endeavoured to foften the harfhne^ 
^^ Ibme G^ the expreiTvons fhe had ufed in 

her 
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bcr letter to the ftatcs, by attributing it to 
their being made in z language ftxc did not fuf* 
ficiently linderftand : but he ftill infifted, tjiat as 
her majefly had worn the crown jewels for upwards 
of ten years without foch a review as that in 
queftion, having ever been thought of by th^ 
ftates during all that time, her majefty could not 
but confider their conduft on the prefent occafion, 
as arifing from a diftruft, which touched her ho- 
nour in the moft fenfible manner. He farther 
declared, that as to the jewels which had in his 
liame been given to her majefly at Berlin, Ihc 
?ould not but look upon them as her own, ac- 
cording to one of the articles of the marriage- 
jigreement. 

One would have imagined this wretched af- 
fair would have ended here; but upon receiving 
this anfwer, the fl:ates fent up another remonftrance 
to prove that the jewds prefented to her n\ajefl:y 
^ Berlin a3 a marriage-gift, were jewels of the 
kingdom, and therefore infifted on the review of 
them. In thisi fccond remonfl:rance was the fol* 
lowing curious paflTage^ rcfleding on the fuppofed 
influence of the queen ; ^^ The fl:ate$ beg that 
*^ your niajefty, without; b^ ing difliirbed, may be 
^' mafl:er of your court, and King of your king- 
^^ dom ; and finally, they beg ( with humility ) 
^^ that all farther correfpondenqe upon this and the 
^ like matter may ceafe *^ 

N4 Having 

• The fccrct hiftofjr of tht iliw making the tcvicwal of tho 
jcweh fo fcfioBs an afair vfts this : The ruling party had 
been infomcd, thirt fomc 0f the queen's jewcli urere jJeilgrt 

at 
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Having carried this point, fo mortifying to the 
king, the ftates proceeded to further exertions of 
• power, of a nature ftill more perfonally vexatious 
to him. 

His.majefty had appointed a fub-govcrnor to 
the prince royal. He imagined, that with regard 
to his own family at leaft, he might be at liberty; 
to chufe the perfons that were to be immediately 
about himfelF and his children. But this was 
deemed top important a privilege to be intruftcd 
in the royal hands. The ftates ihortly came to a 
refolution, that the office of fub-govcrnor to his 
royal highnefs, Ihould be abolifticd. Their letter 
to his majefty upon this occafion, is fufficiently 
curious to be inferted here. Nothing can give a 
more ample idea of the peremptory humility which 
accompanied their requefts to the throne. It was 
as follows : 

*• Moft mighty and moft potent Kmg, 
** Having deliberated upon the affair of ediica- 
*^ tion^ which is of fo much importance to your 
" majefty and the kingdom, it has appeared to us, 
'' among other things, that the office of fub-go- 
" vernor to his R. H. is unneceflTary j the ftates 
*^ muft therefore, with lubmifRon, rcprefent, that 
^^ fuch an eftablilhment is altogether unufual in 
^* this kingdom, and that what is praftifed in other 

at Hamburgh, and their great objeA in obliging her inunedi- 
fUely to redeei|i theoi was, to deprive her by that ipeans of the 
money which they apprehended ihe might be able to raife for 
the fupport of the court party in the Diet. 

A young lady about the queen betrayed the fecr^t of ike 
jewels, for which ihe got a penfioii frpm t)ie ftate^. 

*^ countriesjj 
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cotintries> t^nnot be applicable to a kingdom 
^ which has difierent principles of govemment 
** from thofe countrie?. 

*^ In the opinion of the ftates, as long as the 
** governor is in health and vigour to perform what 
*^ is entrufted to his care, the office of fiib-govcr- 
*^ nor can hardly be productive of any advantage, 
^ but may very probably of fome inconveni- 
^* ence. ; ^ 

*^ The ftates, in all fubmiffion> reQ>ea the ^are-^ 
*^ ful and tender views which have given rif^ tb 
** this eftablilhment of your majefly'si but the/ 
^^ truft that they Ihew the famexefpeilful and fub- 
^^ miflive fentiments in giving their nnjft eameft 
** advice, that the above-mentioned office of fub- 
*^ governor, may be entirely fuppreffed for the 
'"^ future. 

*^ Befide which, the ftates moft humbly defire, 
*^ according to the right given them by the form 
** of government, that no new eftablifhments may 
*^ be made without their knowledge, in what re- 
*' lates to the education of the princes 5 and that 
"no perfons be changed otherwife than in the in- 
^* ftruftion to the governor/* 

The ftates had no fooner abolifhed the office of 
fub-governor, than an addrefs appeared oh their 
part to his majefty, containing an order, in the 
form of a requeft. That Mr. VonDalin ffiould be 
difmifled from his office of preceptor to the prince 
royal They laid no particular crime to his charge, 
and it ever continued a fecret what they had to 
alledge againft him. But he was notwithftanding 
for the future to be refufcd all manner of inter- 

courfc 
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0Mrft irfth Ids^R. H. and to afaftain from goin^ 
t9 court till futbcr orders. Two day3 after this 
another remonftrance was made to the king, in 
eoiDfequciiM <^ hb anfwer to a former one> on the 
occafion of the fecret committee's having chofen 
ieMtor SckeSer to be prop(^d to the ftates gene- 
ral for tlie offiee of governor to the prince royal. 

Th^ pitrport of his m^efty's anfwer was, that 
though he was no lefs perfuaded than the ft^tesj 
^tbe good qualities <^tbe fenator Schefleri yet 
lit could not' coiiTent, aor declare it to be )iia 
]^^ure». that the above-mentimied fenator fhould 
'be chofen governor to his fon, as the appointing oi 
t^ o9i$e, was a r^t^ which by the third article 
of the fiwrm of govenunent was, clearly veft^ in 

Nothing can illuftrate nwre fully what I have 
|hu1 occjk&m to ohferve ccH^eerning this form of 
goves-nmeat;, than the refdy of the fecret com« 
vaittee. 

*' The ftates of the lypgdom, (faid they) arc le- 
** giflators, and po0e(^ power j two qualifications 
*' by which they are marked out in the form of 
** government. 

" But both the legiflature and the power would 
^<be without effeft, if obftacles or refiftanpc 
^* coidd prevent the execution of them^ or if ^he 
^* fcntinacnts of the legiflators were fubjeft to the 
^' controul of any one elfe. His majdty has for 
^ this rea£bii> obUged himfelf by a folemn oathj^ 
** always to agree with the ftates affemblcd, aor 
** cording i» the words of the fifth article of the 

^roy4 
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^ royal affuraitees ; Tq that dfi6irai6ts are^ or 0M£^ 
^^ to be, hi^ majefly's plcafurc, ^. &c. • ' 

This is literaliy tranflated. It Is obftur^f 
worded, but the meaning of it is fi$fHtiendy <¥i^ 
4ent| and I think requires ng con^mentr 

Accordingly the ftates proceeded not only tt 
^point a governor to the prince royal, but hk'^ 
wife to. Qon^inate the att;endant9 upof) His royal 
Jiighnefe'^ perfon- The kifig wan oWigcd on t3m 
pccafion, as on every other, t^ acqiiiefte. 

After thefe inftances of the plenitude' c^ poWBP 
aflumed by the ftates, and of the H3(lpoten^6 oC 
the royal authority, it migh? have feMaed ua«*Hf 
ceflary to lay a$y freih reftraints ujpoii an auth^** 
rity already fo ci?iifined. 

But the objeA of the r^K ftep taken by tim 
ikatts, feenied to be totally to annihilate the vem^ 
nants of the few privileges the crown 4iad hitherto^ 
|)ceh fufFered to poffefs. 

Some time after the above-mehti0i>ed tranf^cf^i 
tions, they prcfented an hm^le addreft to hit ma?* 
jcfty, containing an bmi^k requeft, that upoq 
fdme occaiions, where the king's fignature had hi^ 
{hertp been requifite to the difpatchirtg of certain 
aSairs -, inftead of fuch fignature, a ftamp left in 
f^e hands of the fenators^ ihould for the future 
\>c made Ufe of. 

This addrefs fet forth^^ that according to the 
fixteenth article of the form of governnient, fliould 
the king be upon a journey, or fo ill that he could 
iiot be troubled with public bufinefs, in that cafe, 
the fenators ought to fign fuch difpatches as do 
not admit g£ my del^y, That by the twentieth 

article 
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irticle of die ordinance of 17^3, it was incxjon^ 
bent upon the fcnators, if the king IhouH defer 
figning longer than the importance of the btifincls 
coold admit of, to fign thcmfelves, whatever the 
ftates general font to his majeftjr to be executed 
hf him. That there were more caufes thznjfei^ 
n^fr or abfince which might jjrevenr the king's 
igning what was prefented to him for that purpofe j 
snd ihat there were other affairs befide thofe re- 
jolved upon by the ftates general, whkrh were of 
^WRcicnt hnportance to require their being Ipee- 
cRI^ dHJiaftchcd. For ttefe reafons it was the hunof- 
^fcr opinion of the ftates, ^' that for the future, in? 
•*#/!? dffitiir^ v;iihoHt excsption, which hitherto rc- 
^ quired the fign Manual of the king, his majeft/s 
^ name might be affixed hj a ftamp, whenever 
•^thc figning has n« foHonred the firft or Uic 
^fecond requeft o# the fenate.** 

But it fhould not be forgot, that in one part of 
l^is^ curious addreftt the ftates fccm fairly to con- 
fer, what Aey coiiceifve to be the chief ufe rf 
having prefervcd in their form of government, the 
kingly office. '^The^ ftates general (it is there faid) 
^ having a fcrupulous regard to this confideriation, 
♦^ that the high name of the kingy renders com- 
•^ mands and expeditions more effedual." That i$ 
to fay, that in faft, the bulk of t-he people were - 
Attached to monarchy, and that it would not have 
been founH an eafy matter to govern them, unlcfs 
at leaft a nominal king appeared to prefide in the 
ftate. 

In this manner did the Hat party, or the friends 
of France, rob the crown of its conftitotional 

rights, 
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Tights, under the pretext of fecuring theJibemctt 

-of the nation. It ctould little have been inwgittcd 
at that dtne, that the chiefs of the fame pangp^ 
&ould, in a v^ry- kw years,, adopt the oppofite £f£r 
tern, and overturn the co^ftitution Jttfetfi nndei* 
p»€«iice of procuring a proper degree of poWer 

• to the king. 

It was not however to be expefted, that no atr 

«i;enapts ikould be made on the part of the Jdng, 
ar his friends, to refift attacks fo fatal to the rayiH 

- authdfntj. But the fuccefe of fock attempts mttft 
liave been very dubious. Force aldn^ could castr 
-ble his majefly to preferve or recover thofe lighcs 
which the ftates had thought proper to :aUow him 

^o tegsA means of 'defi^ndmg. A plot was accord- 
ingly fet on foot by count Brake, baron Horn, the 
•marihai of the court, and Ibme others; ehe^ob- 
jc^ of which appears to have been, by^neans of 
exciting an infurre(9tion among the people in far- 
vour of the king, and by corruptmg the foldiere 
and bailors at Stockholm, to reftore his majdly 
at ieaft to all the power lie was poflfefled of at the 
iirft tftaWiftiment of thfe form of government- ' 
'This confpiracy was difcovered at the mdment 
the conlpirators were going to carry their defigns 
into ^ecuti^n. in confecjuence of which count 
Brake Mid barpn Horn, together with a ritimber 
of other -fofpedted perfons, were arrcfted by ordJcr 
of theiecret committee; 

Afiiitic defpotifm oould not on a fimilaroccafion 
have paid lefs attention even to the appeif ance c£ 

; juftiee^ 4Jhaii was conipfcuous in the eonduA of 
the r^iitig party, with re^cd-to-^Jj^ mal ^ 4iuifc 
't' i unfortunate 
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tMfiattdmte totn* Thisi, t^ it a&^ juive iaHH 
fn&uoxd wauULbi dte c&k, was referred to one 
•f diofe tnraordkiarjr toiirts <^ jtidicanioe^ tte 
fliemfaers of which wc;ite chofen by the ftateil from 
xmoiig themiielTeg« 

The verf tide of thefe extraordinary amrtSj 
proves them to have been little better than ft^e 
ioquifitions* They were denominated y^^^/ high 
ixmits of jufticei which is n contradiction in tetms* 
Acoordin^y^ no perfons except the partis coo^ 
.€emed> were allowed to be prefent at their pro- 
-oeedingt^ They ^fcre bound neither by law, form^ 
;or precedent, but their own arbitrary wUI and 
pleaiure were to be the fole rule by which they 
were to determine upon the Uvw and prppcjty of 
tbeir fellow fubje&& 

. JBefore fuch a court were count Br^e, bauxm 
.Hom^ and thcif accomplices to appear. The 
members of it being chofen by the ftatesj amount^ 
€d in faft to the femp thing, as if they had been 
nominated by the ruling party, from among tl^m-< 
^Ives; and confequently thefe were cpmpofedof the 
very perfons againft whom the offence, with which 
die prifoncrs were chafged, was committed* In any 
• ca& where the cli^ra6l:ers of judge and party are 
tmited, we mvft have a better opinion of htiman.na^ 
-ture than experience perhaps Will juftifyi to e^^^cft 
i^opardality. But ¥iiien the violence and heat of 
faftion ate fuperadded to the bias thaj: felf^intelrcft 
gives to the juc^mcnt, it were vain to h«>pt jevcn 
iof mercy. 

AU the cclafeOiona nude by the peefons tkc 
.ttciPe ^ia«d ^nthis pecafi^n^ were obtiraed^bjr 

j; torturcj 
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«<ittifre> wkidi hctfrid pmdUce die^lna^ <M«KI 
ttfjuftice did not admit 

The chief thing proved againft OMint Bralur 
iihGSi hi^ ificving made bdk and cartridges me iu 
conntrf feat; mfhidk the ocmtlt dieted in kis de4 
lence, bad beeh doile 4:iy tbe kiitg^s immediate 
ader^ and for Us mqefty's defence in tafbof im 
unexpefbed at^cIL HoiswMrj this-^ ^infiMtunaie 
flcAdeman/ together ^smh baron Horn and fix 
others^ nvere ccmdertined m te breasted, aaft^timrt 
ocecuted accosdingly. 

: The crime for ^which the^ men thca fi>rfi»^ 
ed dieir lires^ not only was by no means fitf^ 
fickntiy prored agaii^ them to juftify their 
c6ndemnation> but it was in kfelf of a yery 
dubious nature. It never appeared that their dei* 
iign bad been to render the king an abfcdtite mo* 
taatfch, but only to reinjbuie him in his conflatu-^ 
tionalrigh^. And, as in a free government, aH 
power that .is tjfinped, whether by the crown or 
the popular branches of tht legiflsmiie» mxf be 
oqu^i^y dangeroQS Go Hberty $ refifiaoce in the Mt 
tiSi, may -peih^ te as juftifiable as it is in t^ 
otfeer. 

After the repeated vexations the king expe-* 
riehced duriiig the cotirfe of this Met, it may 
eafily be concdved how nmch this ls& blowmuft 
have afFeftcd him. 

At the beginning of it he had leen himffelf in^ 
fulted by the treatment the queen met with from 
the ruling party; a treatment as illiberal iii the 
authors of it, as it was humiliating to her ma- 
jefty. The Jd|ng next faw his don>eftic peace and 
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CmmiuiUity broke in upon by the fame party; his 
paternal and royal rights alike invaded; hijif ehU*- 
dren delivered into the hands of perfons chofen 
againft his will ; while thofe in whom he cQn<^ 
fided were banifhed from his prefenc^. His ma-^ 
jefty afterwards beheld the ftates ftrike at the ve- 
ry root of the finall fhare of power he had as yet 
retained* He faw them fo loft to decency as to 
render it legal to forge his fignature> and to prac- 
tifethe ridiculous farce of ifluing ordinances in 
his name, and to all appearance with his fign Ma-* 
«ual annexed, againft the execution of which he 
had probably proteftcd with all his might. LMlyi 
he beheld his beft friends, for having formed a 
defign to refcue him from fuch a fituation, brought 
to the fcaffold; 

' He beheld this without being able to ftretch 
forth a hand to the afljftance of thofe who had 
rijQced every thmg to ferve him. In vain did he, 
as well as his royal conibrt, defcend to fupplicatc 
in the moft humiliating manner, thofe rigid judges 
who had paflcd fo fevere a fentence, in order to 
obtain fome mitigation of it;— they were harfhly 
refufed, and in a ftyle as peremptory as it was dif- 
re^ftful. . 

' Such was the fituation to which the late king 
was reduced by the French^ or Hat party, in the 
Diet of 1756, 
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SECTION III. 

View of the plitkql fyfiem of the Norths with refpeSt 
to Sweden-, and of the motives which induced Eng-- 
landy Rujfia, and other foreign powers y as well as 
France^ to interfere in the Swedifh government^ 
during the three laft Diets. 

AS the objedt of the French intrigues ad 
Stockholm, manifeftly was to difturb the 
peace of the North, whenever they thought pro- 
per, it was not to be fuppofed, that the powers 
fituated in that part of Europe, would remain 
inadtive fpeftators of meafures which fo highly 
concerned them. 

Ruffia had often experienced the ejffcdts of the 
influence which the court of Verfailles had ac- 
quired in the government of Sweden. She had, 
in confequence of that influence, been engaged in 
a moft: unneccflary war with the Swedes * ; and 
though flie had no reafon to regret the event of 
it, yet it could not be a matter of indifi^erence to 
the court of Peteriburg, to behold fo near a neigh- 
bour as Sweden, under the immediate diredtion trf* 
a power, one of whofe principal objeds ever 
fince Ruflla emerged from barbarifm, feems to 
have been to check the rife, or oppofe the ag- 
grandifement of that empire. 

It was upon this principle, that through the 
mediation of France, Sweden had in 1740, entered 
• In 1742. 
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into an alliance with the Porte ; an alliance evi- 
dently dcfigned to operate againft Ruflia, as it y as 
only in cafe of a war with the laft-mentioned 
power, that any advantage could re?ult from it, 
to either of the contrafting parties. 

The king of Pruffia had alfo, during the late 
war, felt the confequences of the French influence 
in the Swcdilh Diets; and though perhaps the 
armies of Sweden never made fo contemptible a 
figure as on that occafion, yet the part then taken 
by the Swedes, muft have been fufficient to have 
made his PrulTian majefty fee the neceflity of 
overturning the French fyftem in a country, 
which, poflTefling in the province of Pomerania a 
key to the heart of his dominions, was by that 
means enabled exceedingly to annoy him when- 
ever he ihould be engaged in a war with other 
powers* 

With regard to Denmark, the interefts of that 
country relative to Sweden, have, in the courfe 
of the prefent century, undergone a total change. 
Peace between thofe tv/o nations is now become 
requifite to both. At variance with each other, 
they have every thing to apprehend from their 
powerful neighbours : united; if not formidable, 
they are at leaft tefpedable, and able tp maintain 
their independence. 

France has long aimed at bringing about a 
clofe alliance between them, in order to oppofc 
-their joint ftrength to the power of Ruffia, and 
to render that empire open to an attack on one 
fide, whenever the Turks fhould engage in a war 
with it on the other. But an alliance, formed 

with 



Digitized by 



Google 



C 195 1 

V^ith a view rather to difturb than cftablifli the 
tranquillity of the North, however it may coincide 
with the defigns of the French cabinet, could not 
but be productive of the worft confequences both 
to the Danes and Swedes. 

If the natural antipathy, which unfortunately 
ftill fubfifts in fome degree between thofe two 
nations, could be fo far fubdued as to allow of their 
being connefted by a clofe alliance, the objedt of 
it ihould be peace, not war j it fhould be calcu- 
lated to preferve the friendftiip,not awaken the 
jealoufy of Ruflia. 

The interefts of the different countries of Eu- 
rope, are now fo interwoven with each other, that 
no nnaterial change can take place in the political 
fyftem of any one of them, without affeding in fome 
degree many others. Could France therefore have 
fucceeded in her fcheme of uniting Sweden and 
Denmark, with a view of producing a breach 
between thofe powers and Ruflia ; whenever this 
fhould have happened, it would probably have 
involved Europe in a general war. 

It is by fea only that Denmark and Sweden 
could receive any effe6tual afliftance from France : 
the great maritime powers could not poflibly fuf- 
fer a French fleet to give law to the Baltick; 
confequently either the Danes and Swedes would be 
deprived of the only fuccours they could receive 
from their Southern ally, or France mufl: on their 
account engage in a war with the maritime 
powers. In the one cafe, they would be left at the 
mercy of Ruflia^ in the other, the ruin of their 
tradcL and commerce would neceffarily enfue. 

O2 While, 
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While therefore it is the intereft of Denmark to 
live in harmony with Sweden, it likewife highly 
concerns her to cultivate the friendlhip of Ruflia, 
The objeft of the Danifh policy ought confe- 
quently to have been (as previous to the late re- 
volution in Sweden it for fome time had been) 
to endeavour to overturn the French fyftem at 
Stockholm, which always tended to hoftile .mea- 
fures ; and at the fame time to preferve, if pofli- 
ble, the Swedilh form of government *. 

That fomi was by no means calculated to ad- 
mit of Sweden's making thofe fudden and violent 
exertions of her ftrength, from which the Danes 
had, on former occafions, fo often and fo feverely 
fuffered : it confequently had proved much more 
favourable to the repofe of the North, than the 
. unlimited authority before pofleffed by the Swedilh 
monarchs. Accordingly a fecret article of a treaty, 
concluded between the courts of Peter/burg and 
Copenhagen in 1766, exprefly fays, " Whereas it 
" is of great importance to the two crowns, that 
'^ the liberty and prefent conftitution of Sweden, 
" fhould be preferved entire y and whereas of late, 
'^ by means of foreign influence, feveral changes 
" have been brought about in that kingdom ; fo 
'^ that a war has been declared, and the people 
" have been taxed, without the previous confent 
/^ of the' three eftates of the nation ; by which 
" changes the fundamental conftitution is, from 

• The late king of benmark has been heard to declare, 
thait he would ^ncrrifquc the Ws of his crown, than fuffcr 
any material change to be made in the Sweiiik form of 
government. 

6 ^« one 
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*^ one quarter or another, conftantly expoled to 
'^ be totally overturned : the two high contrafting 
" powers Ihall order their refpeftive minifters 
*^ at the court of Sweden, to aft in concert 
'^ and confidence at all future Diets, for the 
'^ purpofe ©f maintaining the fundamental con- 
••^ ftitution of that kingdom; and for re-efta- 
*^ blilhing it according to the true Ipirit and true 
" fenfe of the law." 

The very aftive part taken by England in thq 
three laft Swedifh Diets, remains to be accounted 
for. 

To deftroy the French influence in Sweden, was 
certainly a point of feme importance to the Britifh 
court. It was not hov/cver of itfelf confiderable 
enough to juftify the expencewhich mufl: neceflarily 
have attended it. But there were other gbjefts of the 
firfl: confequence connefted with it. A plan had 
been formed to make a grand alliance in the 
North, of which Great Britain and Ruflia were to 
be the principal parties ; Sweden and Denmark 
were to follow; and Pruflia was finally to be 
invited into it. This would have ben an alli- 
ance capable of ballancing that drift -union 
which then reigned, and ftill continues among 
the three great powers of the South. 

As the pafTions and inclinations of individuals 
always influence public afi^airs more or lefs, this 
projeft of demolifhing the French fyftem in Swe- 
den, though it perfeftly coincided withthe emprels 
of Ruflia's general view of increafing her weight 
in Europe, and particularly in the North ; yet 
perhaps it owed it's origin to the manner in 
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which the Court of France had behaved to^ 
wards herfelf, and fome of her minifters. Th<^ 
plan however was a grand one, and admirably 
calculated to prefcrve the peace of Europe. The 
pacific fyftem, with refpeft to this part of the 
globe, together with a clofe conneftion with 
Ruflia, appear to have been ever fince hi^ 
majefly's acceflion, the two great objefts of 
Britifh policy. It was natural therefore for t;hc 
Englifh miniftry, to enter into a fchenae which 
tended to the obtaining of points, as beneficial tq 
England in particular, as they were advantageous 
to the general interefts of mankind. 

There were many caufes too which made it 
peceflary for England to take a leading part in 
this defign. 

Independent of the view of obtaining fome 
commercial advantages, in a country where the 
ballance of trade was, and is fo c^^ceedingly againil 
her J England was the only power among thofe 
yfho united tq deftroy the French fyllcm in 
Sweden, againft a clofe coHneftion with '^hich 
the popular preji^dices of the Swedes would not 
have run exceedingly high. The natural antipa- 
thy between Sweden and Ruflia, is not perhaps 
inferior to that which fubfifts between Sweden 
and Dennqark i fp that, to prepare the minds of 
the Swedes for a total change of fyftem, with re- 
fpeft to foreign politics, it was neceflary that the 
cngagenoents preparatory to fuch a change, fhould 
at firft be entered intb with a power, againft 
jvhich the nation entertained no antipathy of this 
fore. There might be gerhaps other reafons of 
10 a more 
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a more private nature for the part taken by 
England upon this occafion. 

The French party had. governed Sweden abfo- 
lutely, without the afliftance of the court ; and 
we have feen, by the fummary account given of 
the tranfaftions of the Diet of 1756, to what a 
wretched ftate of infignificancy they had reduced 
the king. Foreign money had enabled the Hats 
to carry all their points againft the regal powers 
his Swedilh Majefty therefore was juftified, in 
having recourfe to the fame means, in order to re- 
cover thofe prerogatives which had been wrefl:e4 
from him. 

After the enormities committed by the Diet of 
1756, the Swedifli court requefted and obtaine4 
fome afliftance from England. The fituation of 
the king and queen of Sweden was, about that 
time, placed in a ftrong light, by a very great 
perfonage at Stockholm. 

According to the rcprefentations of that per- 
fonage, " all the endeavours of their Swedilh ma- 
*' jefties to promote the tru^ intereft of the na- 
'^ tion, had been rendered inefFeftual by the pow- 
** ers of corruption, which France had furnifhed 
" to the partizans of her political fyftem. That; 
** (he had drawn to her all the faftipns of the 
*^ nation, who, partly for the fake of the money 
" to be diftributed, ^nd partly from views of pof- 
*^ fefling the revenues and pofts of the kingdom, 
'* had employed their talents only for the fupport 
" of their party; fo that France governed Sweden. 
•' with the fame eafe th^t fhe did pne of her own 
" provinces. That the public treafyry had been 

O4 "pillaged. 
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^^ pillaged, the appropriation of the revenue? 
^' changed, the defence of the country neglefted, 
*^ and every branch of commerce ruined. That 
*^ in confequence of French influence, the ftates 
^^ had trampled on the rights of their majefties, 
" placing themfelves above the laws, even the 
" fiindamental ones. 

^^ That under the fame influence, they had en- 
*^ tered into two ruinous wars one after another, 
f' which brought the kingdom to the brink of dcr 
*^ flruftion j that every attempt of their majeflries 
^^ to corredt thefe abufes, produced no other ef- 
*^ feft but to augment them. Thefe attempts 
'* were fet in a bad light ; infinuations were 
*' thrown out that fomething was meant againfl: 
^^ liberty ; innocent perfons were brought to the 
*^ fcaflfold, the unhappy viftims pf their love of 
^ their country; and royalty was robibed not only 
*^ of the power which belonged to it, but even 
?' of the rights and prerogative of majefty." 

In this fituation it was natural for their Swedifli 
mjyefl:ies to haye recpurfe to England, and tq 
defire the interpofition of Great Britain, to take 
them out of the trammels in which they had 
been fo long held by France. This was not 
however a point to be fuddenly or eafily ac- 
complilhed. All intercourfe. between the Bri- 
tilh court and the ruling powers in Sweden, had 
been cut oflf for a number of years ; and as the 
renewal of it mult have been fatal to the intereft 
of the French party in that country, it was obvi- 
ous, that party would oppofe with all their mightj^ 
the admiffion of an Englilh miniller at Stockholm ; 
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aa oppofition, which coming frpm thofe who thqi 
held the reins of government, copld not fail to 
prove an efFeftual bar to prevent fuch a meaftuqe 
from taking place. 

For this purppfe thcrefoi-e, it became neceffary 
to wait till fome favourable junfture fhould p^uc, 
in which either the Hats fhoyld ceafe to be all- 
powerful in Sweden j or the friends of the 
pourt, ^nd the Cap* party, (hould acquire fufficient 
influence with the fenate, to prevail upon that 
body, to cqnfent to the admiffion of a Britifh 
minifter. 

In the mean time it was thought projKr i|i 
England, to preferve a communication with the 
Swedilh court, and with thofe Swedes who were 
^verfe to the French fyftem. .This correlpond*- 
ence was . managed by Sir John Goodricke ait 
Copenhagen, till after the en4. of the war; the 
French party, in Sweden having prevailed £0 far 
as to refufe the receiving of a minifter from 
Great Britain during the war, under pretence of 
Jtheif ftrid alliance with the French kingi and 
fhzt of Great Britain with the king of Pruffia. 
^ But in the latter end of the year 1763, juft as 
Sir Johq Goodricke was leaving Coperjhagen, 
by orders from J^ondon, on account of the im- 
proper behaviour of the Swedifh Court, he fell 
into a negociation with Mr. Faxell, then charged 
with the Swedifh affairs in Denmark, which 
terminated in an agreenient between Great 
Britain and Sweden, to fend reciprocally niini^ 
fters to each other. 

The re-eft ^bl^fhnient ff peace h^d left thP-f<> 

natc 



Digitized by 



Google 



[ loa ] 

ftate of Sweden no excufe for declining any longer 
to receive a minifter from the king of Great 
Britain. Betides^ the very unjuftifiablc lengths 
the Hat party had gone during the Diet of 1756, 
had confiderably ihaken the credit they had till 
then maintained with the nation. 

In proportion as the Hats loft the confidence 
of the public, their antagonifts grew into popu- 
larity. The bad fuccefs of the war againft the 
king of Pruffia, into which Sweden had been hur- 
ried by the Hat party ; the want of money occa- 
iioncd by the erroneous calculations of the ex- 
pences of the army 1 and the failure of France in 
the pajrment of the arrears due to Sweden, had in 
fome meafure opened the eyes of the nation, with 
refpeft to the pernicious confequences of theit 
French conneftions. 

For thcfe reafons, as well as the advantages ac- 
cruing to them, on account of Sir John Good- 
ricke's refidence at Copenhagen, the Swedilh court 
began vifibly to gain ground during the Diet held 
in 1760. The chiefs of the ruling party became 
more circumlpeft in their conduft, and a fatal 
blow might have been then given to the French 
fyftem, if a great part of the money obtained by 
the court for that pu;rpofe, had not been thrown 
away in order to gratify private rcfentment. 

Little was done towards accomplifhing a change 
of fyftem in the Diet of 1762 ; but the affairs of 
Sweden were then in fo critical a fituation, that 
nothing but a change of meafures could preferve 
them from immediate ruin. The arrears 
of the French lubfidics amounted at this time to 
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between ten and eleven million of litres ; the pay- 
'ment of which France had conftantly evaded, tho* 
in confequence of the war undertaken at her infti- 
gation by the Swedifh miniftry, they had run fo 
conQderably in debt, as not only no longer to be 
able to carry it on, but even to provide for the 
current expences of government. 

At length a propofal came to them from 
France *, too unreafonable to be digefted even by 
the moft zealous of her partizans. 

Inftead of fatisfying the demands of Sweden, 
the court of Verfailles only offered to enter into a 
tik^ treaty with that country for ten years, by 
which they propofed to give a million arid a half 
of livres per annum, on condition that the Swedes 
fliould, during that time, allow them the ufe of 
fix fhips of the line and four frigates, all com^ 
pleatly armed and equipped. 

A treaty of this nature highly concerned Eng-* 
land, as it tended to put the whole maritime 
force of Sweden into the hands of France* 

In anfwer to this overture, the court of Sweden 
replied, that it was impoffible for them to hearken 
to any propofals on the part of France, till Ihc 
had previoufly paid at lead four millions of livres, 
of the arrears fo long due to them; and fo much 
were they provoked at the delays and chicaneries 
of the cabinet of Verfailles, that it was at the fame 
.time given out, that if France did not immedir 
ately comply with this demand, the Swedilh mini- 
ftry would give their hearty confent that a Btitilfc 
'minifter Ihould be received at Stockholm, 

• A. D. 1763, 

The 
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The anfwcr from Paris to the requeft of Sweden 
not being a ' fatisfaftory one, and the negociation 
with Mr, Faxell, mentioned above, being happily 
concluded before the end of 1763; in the 
mondi of April 1764, Sir John Goodricke ar- 
rived at Stockholm, with the charader of his* 
Britannic Majefty's Envoy Extraordinary to 
that Cotii't. 

This was a great point gained towards over- 
turning the French fyftem in Sweden, and pre- 
paring the way for the intended grand alliance 
in the North. 

' The Britifli minifter had notwithftanding many 
difficulties to contend with; the taflc impofed upon 
him was an arduous one s but his abilities were 
equal to it, and hi^ fucccfs was anfwerable to the 
indefatigable zeal with which he exerted them. 

Hitherto France had been unoppofed in all her 
manoeuvres in Sweden : to deftroy therefore a fy- 
ftem which had lafted eight and twenty years; 
that was built upon the moft folid foundation ; 
fiipported by fubfidies, as well as by its being 
rendered the private intereft of the leading people 
in the country to preferve it, was evidently an 
tindertaking not eafily to be accomplifhed. 

The difordered ftate of the finances in Sweden, 
which it was impoffible to rectify without the 
affiftance of French fubfidies, increafed the diffi- 
culty of fuch an undertaking ; while the appre- 
henfions that thefe fubfidies would be withdrawn, 
in cafe Sweden difgufted France by forming an al- 
liance, or entering into too clofe connexions with 
England, feemed to form an infuperable bar to its 
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being accomplifticd. This was apparently to be 
done only by an indennnification for the lofi 
Sweden was to fuftain by the non-paynient of the 
arrears due to her from France -, but both Eng- 
land and Ruflia were averfe to offering any fuch 
indemnification to Sweden, which proved the 
chief obflacle their refpedive miniflers had to fur^ 
mount. 

On the other hand there were, at the time they 
commenced their operations, fome circumflances 
la their favour. Thefc were principally the ina- 
bility or difinclination of France at that jun6hirc 
to pay the arrears due to Sweden 5 the tgtal want 
of internal refources in that country, to fupply 
the deficiencies occafioned by the non-payment of 
fo confiderable a fum ; and the unfettled ftate of 
the parties, which were divided among them- 
felves. 

The firfl: of thefe had confiderably diminifhed 
the partiality the bulk of the nation had hitherto 
entertained for the French fyflem. The fecond 
rendered tlie calling an extraordinary Diet a mea- 
fure indifpenfably necefTary, * And the lafl dif- 
pofed the minds of the people to a reformation 
of the many abufes in the conflritution, of which 
party violence had been produdtive. 

We may add here, that at this time the court of 
.Sweden gave frequent alTurances of their being 
ftrongly attached to his Britannic majefly, and 
the intereft of his crown ; and that nothing but 
the laft neceflity fhould make them confent to the 
continuance of the engagements with France. 
What change was afterwards made in thefe good 
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dUpofitions towards the court of Loiu^ny we (hall 
foon fee. 

Upon the arrival of the Engllfli miAifter, liis 
firft objeft was, in concert with count Ofterman, 
the niinifter from the court of Peterfburgh> who 
having affifted at the Diet of 1762, had m tte* 
experience in Swcdiih affairs, and all the know- 
ledge of the perfons and charafters of thofe who 
took *the lead in the conduft of them which was 
neceflary for the forming of a new fyftem, to pro- 
cure the convocation of a Diet extraordinary, 
as previous to this no fteps could be taken in the 
intended changes in the adminiftration. The 
leading fenators of the Hat party did not exert 
their utmoft ftrength to defeat the endeavours 
ufed for this purpofe, becaufe they faw that their 
oppofition would be fruitlefs, and they were nat 
united among themfelves; fo that a refolutiori 
was carried in the fenate totally againft the in- 
terefts of thofe who were devoted to he French 
fyftem, that a Diet extraordinary fhould be held 
in the January following. 

The fuccefs of the Caps on this occafton, was 
principally owing to the fuperipr abilities of count 
Lowenhielm, who was thq chief of that party in the 
fenate, and the great promoter of the negociatioa 
which brought the Engliih minifter to Stock- 
holm. 

Thus far matters were in as favourable a train 
for the views of the Caps as they could wifh; but 
every thing depended upon the fuccefs of their 
cleftions at the approaching Diet. In thefe too, 
liotwithftanding the great fums fpent by France 
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on the pccafioftj the Englifh and Ruffian mini- 
fters took thfeir meafures fo well, that the Cap 
party appeared to have a confiderable majority in 
the four orders. In confcquence of which, when 
the ftates affembled in 17 6 J, the marlhal of th« 
Diet, and the fpeikers of the three inferior 
orders^ were all of that party, tho* the French 
ambaffador was fuppofed, I know not with what 
truth, to have laid out no lefs than four hun- 
dred thoufand livres upon the cleftion of the 
marlhal alone f. 

The Cap party being now mafters of the Diet, 
the refolutions upon 'which they built their 
plan of future operations were, firft, that the fub- 
Udy paid by France, far from being ufeful to 
Sweden, had been highly detrimental to the 
kingdom, by engaging her in expences.exceeding, 
at leaft, three times the amount of it, as well as of 
the extraordinary additions made to it in the war. 

Secondly^ that the twelve millions of arrears, 
which France could never be brought to liquidate, 
had been reduced by difFerent chicaneries, accord- 
ing to the French accounts, to feven millions. 

Thirdly, that thofe feven millions, which per- 
haps might not be paid in feven years, were not 
an objeft that could be brought in competition 

f The office of marfhal of the Diet was of the greateft con-* 
fequence, not only from the diftindlion he had In all delibera-r 
tions in the Houfe of Nobles, but likewife from fiis privilege 
of entering into and voting in all committees ; and above all» 
becaufe the Secret Committee could not be aflembled without 
him* 

This laft circumftance proved to be of great confeq[uence at 
the time of the late revolution, 
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with a new war, or with that of an interruption of 
the beneficial commerce with England i one or 
both of which would probably happen, if the 
French treaty for fliips were to take place. 

Fourthly, that the kingdom of Sweden had rc- 
fources within herfelf fulHcient, if properly Em- 
ployed, to extricate her out of her prefent difEcyl- 
ties; without the affiftance of any foreign powfer 
whatever, provided that the crown could keep 
clear of new engagments, or a foreign war for a 
certain number of years. 

With regard to the intended reformation of the 
abufes which had crept into the conftitution, the 
defign of the Cap party, was not in any way 
to change the form of government of the 
year 1720, but only to re-eftablifh the royal 
authority in all its rights and prerogatives,' 
founded in the laws i to regulate the funftions and 
duties of the fenatej and to put juft limits to the 
power of the ftates. 

It had been a favourite projedb with France, tor 
gain a full power to the fenate, with regard to fo- 
reign affairs. As flic was fuppofed to diftribute 
more in annual penfions to thofe who ferve her 
in foreign countries, than any other court in Eu- 
rope, flie cOnfequently could always have the 
majority in a body compofed but of fixteen per- 
fons. 

Other courts, lefs liberal in penfions to foreign- 
ers, and who are fuppofed only occafionally to em- 
ploy money in fecret fervice, thought it was their 
general intereft to diminifli the authority of the 
fenate in favour of the king and the ftates. This 
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^int therefofc> together with that of taking the 
ttdminiftratioii of affairs out of the hands of the 
French party, were to be the chief objeft^ of the 
attention of the Engliih and Ruffian minifters^ 
during the Cburfe of the Diet. 

But a change in the difpofition of the court, 
which became very fhortly vifible, rendered it ne- 
ccffary to make an alteration likewife in the firft 
part of this plan. 

The friends of the court had hitherto voted 
with the Cips : they feem however to have done 
this only to fecuf e the admiffion of fome of thexr 
number into the fecret committee, for Ihortly after 
that was formed, the Caps found they had loA 
.^eir majority in the houfe of nobles, which 
fufficiently proved that the court had changed 
fides. The explanation of this event fumilhes u$ 
with a clue to the revolution which happened 
feven yeafs afterwards. 

Ehiring the Diet 1762, two years before the af* 
rival of an Engliih minifter at Stockholm, the 
court party finding themfelves diiappoihted in 
the quantum of the refources they expefted, or 
rather having expended thofe they had upon un*- 
cflential points, inftead of applying them to ca- 
pital ones, refolved while their Credit Was good, 
and before their opponents found out the weaknefs 
of their finances, to enter into a compofition, de- 
fired at that time by fome of the chiefs of the 
French party, in order to clofe that Diet upon 
the beft terms they could; Their fears of Ruffia 
riicn running very high, the pcrfons treated with 
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#0 this occafiQn, agreed tp pa^fbfiip pf |)er P^i^^ 
tfs debts, to repeal an a& of ^e forsaer Dic(, 
which was very offenfive both (o t^e king 4i|d 
qiicen, to rcftore the crec^it qf t^ CQUit^ by 
admitting feveral of tho|e vfho ha4 been (Q(^ 
zealous in that intereft to £(Hnc of the ^ft e^npioy- 
mentsjf and ^f^Y» they prpr^iicd} pn At ^lA 
meeting of a Diet, that they would conf<^nt to mw 
interpretations being made of tho(e paCages i^ |^ 
fundaqiental lawSj th^ ^n$: of which had ^een 
perverted fa(y former s^^mJblicsj |o d^ pr^wiiceaf 
the royal authority. 

The pa^tioJars of ^isj ^igicawcnt wei!C only 
known to a i^w ; but th^ confi^quences of it hmi 
givci^ djfffxik to Eoany of the opppfer^ pf ,th« Fucftch 
fyftcm, whp Wjer^e not pl^afed toJwfl tfff> of ing 
principaj advocates welA ijccieivfjd a$ copjt, ^d to 
all appearance in great confidence widi the queen. 

Their difapprobation of It wad a^ffward^ jufi^ified 
by the event. From that time, thofe of the Franch 
pffty, who by this nv^ns had gained a^ceft to her 
m^fty^ uj^d their utmoft endeayotirs to produce 
xa l^rpach b^twie^n the court and the. Caps,; hvt 
if wa^ not till after the conuwnceta^al: of tiit 
Diet of which we are nov^, tnafing^ that 
the fucce& of this aixcrinpc wa$ . poblicfcly 
Iqipwn, thcnigh before lite time that the 
diiaffi^&ion of the court becan^ vtifiblc^ fime 
private infomiations were given to the leadm 
of the„ Caps» that one* of the chi^. q£; the op^ 
pofite party had. engaged the Fkneh ambafladof 
in a new treaty with the quee{i of; Sweden, by 
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which he was to endeavour to perfuade his courts 
that the only way of efFeftyally breaking ;thc 
.meafures of the Caps was, to beftow the foyerciga 
authority on the king of Sweden, upon ^onditiort 
that the French alliance fhpuld be preferred.. . - 
. Hi^re then was at once unravelled the whole 
myftery of the variations obferved in the conduS 
of the Swedifh court: which had now under- 
taken to proteft thofe perfons they had pncc de- 
fired to remove from the helm of government, 
and to fupport that fyftem which they had fo 
openly declared againft from the beginning of the 
Pruffian war to that time. 

Peferted by their Swedifh nrrajefties, the Eng- 
lifli. and Ruffian minifters, with whom the Pruf- 
fiai) envoy .had.ahout this time received orders to 
z& in concert, found themfclves obligefd to pro- 
C€€^d upon a new plan. 

_T0 increafe the regal power at the expence of 
die fenate, could form, no longer any part of it ;; 
and all they had cow to do was, to acquire as 
great an influence, in that body as France had for- 
noerly pqiTeflfcd there.. 

^ For this purpofe^ it was neceflary they fhould try 
tO;obtain the difmifTion of thofe fenators who had 
ever proved: themfelves the moft ftrenuous advo- 
cates for the FreiKh fyflem, and to have their 
pUcjes fupplicd by fuch of the Cap party as were 
wdl-wifliers to the courts of London and Peterf- 
burgh. 

In the mean time the partizans of France were 
not idle. In order to ftop the clamours of the nation 
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rcfpc£ting the delay of the payitieht of the. French 
arrears, they had prevailed upon the court of Vcr- 
failles to make a new propofal to that of Sweden, 
by which they offered to pay twelve millions of 
livres in eight years, at the rate of one million five 
hundred thoufand per annum *. This propofal the 
fcnatc thought proper to accept, however ftiort it 
had fallen of the juft demands of Sweden upon 
France j but the diftreft ftate of the finances of 
the kingdom, had rendered them eager to graip 
^t any thing'that they thought would extricate 
them out of their prefent difficulties. 

The Hat party had likewife, by their being 
united with the friends of the coyrt, a cdnfidera- 
ble majority in the houfe of nobles^ and the 
French ambaffador fpared neither pains nor ex- 
pence to detach the other orders from the Eng- 
lilh fyftem. 

The fecret committee however, in which the 
Caps had entirely the afcendcncy, proceeded ac- 
cording to the plan laid down by the leaders of 
that party. In order to Ihew the French they had 
loft their influence in the Diet, and to ftop the 
fupplies for the purpofes of corruption, which 
their ambaffador at Stockholm expefted from 
Paris, the committee voted it unneceffary to 
keep an ambaffador at the court of France. 

Their next refolution was, that no lefs than 
feven of the fenators had abufed the confidence 
that had been placed in them by the ftates, and 
therefore were no longer to be truftcd. Thcfe 

• November tz, 1764, 
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Irfcrc the chief fupporters of the French fyftcm ; 
and their difmiffion, in order to make room in 
the fenate for the fame number of the oppolitc 
party, correfponded exaftly with the views of the 
Englilh and Ruffian minifters. 

But a moft extraordinary change appeared 
on this occafion in the difpofition of the Diet, 

When the houfe of nobles divided on the quef- 
tion, whether they fhould approve of the refolution 
of the fecret committee, refpefting the diliniffion 
of the fenators, without farther deliberation or 
not, it was carried, as nriight have been expefted, 
againft the Caps ; but in the order of the clergy, 
in which the Cap party had hitherto had the moft 
decifive, majority, to the great ailonilhment of the 
leaders of that party, the votes upon the fame 
queftion were equal, and it was agreed to refume 
the debate another time. Among the burghers, 
where too the Cap party had till then greatly the 
afcen^ncy, after much difputing, it was carried 
only by two votes, to approve of the refolution of 
the committee. As to the peafants, they did not 
take up the affair ^t all. 

This fudden change among the orders in favour 
of the Hafs, Was as alarming to the leaders of 
tht? oppofi^e party, as it had been unexpefted by 
thpm. The whple Diet appeared now to be 
overturned; and all that the Englilh minifter 
had been laboMfmg to accomplifh, feemed to 
.\}C defeated in a ipomeht. The French party, 
imagining they had recovered the fuperiority, 
immediately declared they would make a new 
inarfbal of the Diet, break the fecret committee, 
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rcftore two of the fenators who had rcfigned, from 
the apprelienfions of the Caps, and totally undo 
all that had been done. This event furnilhes a 
moft ftriking inftance of the dreadful corruption 
which prevailed in the ftates, as the refult of it 
d6es how bare-faced that corruption muft have 
been*. 

The faft was, the day before the above-menr 
tipned queftion was to come on in the plcnuni^ - 
the French •ambaffador had fpent no lefs a fum 
than feyen thoufand pounds, and his emiflaric^ 
were employed the whole night in diftributing 
more among the different orders. The clergy 
alone wtre fuppofed to have had at leaft three ^ 
thoufand pounds divided among them. 

• However the alarm of the C^ps and the triumph 
of their antagonifts upon this occafion, were 
equally ihort-lived ; and the ambaffador had t;hc 
mortification to find that he had been at a great , 
cxpence without having carried his point,,, 

Meafiirfes wei-e fo well taken by his opponents^, 
that the* clergy were regained the next day % and ^ 
when the fame queftion came on again before the 
orders, it was carried in the three inferior 
ones by no inconfiderable majority, to approve. 

* Some tiaie before the meeting of thii Diet, it was pub- 
lickly proppfed in a club of teij£lier«» diat every iluui 
Ihpuld take what money was offered,' but vote according to 
his own confcience nbtwithftanding. This yif^ done to 
fr^hten the French from corrupting, and it ha^'the defired 
cffedi- for^he ^at party thought it more fafe to make onl/ 
promifes ; and the afctfndency ^ thd Cap pSk^ attt^frg d^' 
burghers ws^ chiefly owing to thft. • .^ , . :,, r- 
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of the refolution of the fefcrct ccwnmittec : fii' that 
the diimiffion of the feiaaioiB cbok place. 

Shortly after diis, cdimt Lowenhiehn,' chief of 
the Caps in the fenate, was chofen prefMent of 
the Chancery : and as twielvie otit of thfe fixteen 
;fenators wwfe now heartily oppofite t6 the French 
fyftcfm, littk more feemed'requifite to be dbrie to 
complete thedeftruftion of tha influence which the 
court oS Verfadlles had fo long maintained in 
Sweden. 

But the Englifli and Rtfflian mihifters had ftill 
one grdat difficulty to contend with, btfore they 
could effcftually efeft a fyftem of their own in the 
room of that they had been able to overturn. ' A 
foreign alliance was ablblutely requifite to give 
liability td the new nfiniftry. To form an alliance 
witfeSwcflch wasaM?) the objeft of England and' 
Riiffia; y^tr there Was analfnoft infuperable bar 
to-prcrentthas me^ftire from taking place: thil 
wtsitlftrconllantrefufai of England to give any 
fubfidiis.: iRufli^ had likewife always declared 
jagais^ thata r and iiideed it would have been at 
that timt a bold ftroke in the Caps to have ven- 
• tured i^iQii accepting a fubfidy from Ruflia, ev^n 
had &e-been difpofcd to give one, on account of 
the jeajoufy which has ever fubfifted between the 
tw>:i[iationii and the fear the Swedes had of giv- 
ing^rthi caurt of Peterfburgh any public influence 
in-theiS»govfcmmertt. 

BSfidcS, another opinion prevailed among the 

pec^^thftt'if the French fubfidies were loft, their 

contributions m^ on that account be increafed : 

^eptie an alliaAccrwith England, unlefs produftive 
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of a fiibfidy> could not fsdl to be an unpopu^r 
idea. The fenate had therefore great apprehen^ 
lions with r^;ard to defiuiding their conduft in a 
future Diet, ihould they rejeft fo confiderable a 
fum due to them by the old fyftcm, without 
making fure of feme afliftance by means 
of the new onei and they elteemed it indif* 
penfably neceffary for them to pbtain fome ob- 
jeft to prefent to the nation, which might be con- 
fidered as a com^enfation for the lofs of the ten 
inillions and a half pf livres ftill due to them from 
France, and which the Frtjnch court would not 
fail to find a pretence for hot paying, fhauld any 
alliance be made between England and Sweden. 

In this fituation of things the principal, leaders of 
the Cap party judged that nothing would be more 
expedient than a fimple treaty of friendihip between 
the two kingdoms ; tlae geaeraj intentioaof which 
Ihould be to give no uipbr^e to France, for the 
prefent j and yet upon the foundation of thi« 
treaty, the fecret committee might he able to 
frame inftrudions for the condud of die fenate, 
between the Diets, in a manner that would break 
the French fyttem entirely. This treaty met with 
many difficulties in its progrefs, from the a{^re« 
henfions entertained by the Swedifti minifliy cf 
forming any engagements where no fubfidy waj 
to be given. ' The abilities of the negociator how- 
ever overcame them all, and it was iigned the 
fixtH of February 1766. The chief article of it 
was, that the fubjefts of each nation were to ei^oy 
reciprocally , in their rcipedive kingdoms, ports, 
^d harbours^ aU the advantages and immunities 
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yifWch the moft favoured nation did tfaen^ or 
might afterwards enjoy. Inoffenfivc as this treaty 
was, France pcetendcd to be exceedin^y difatis- 
ficd. with it, as well as jTurprizcd at its being con- 
dKided without having been preVioufly communi- 
cated to her. She accordingly made ufe of it as 
a pretext (or putting, off the payment of a part of 
the fubfidies, which had been then fome time 
dw ♦• She further threatened, that in cafe Swed- 
en entered into a defenfive alliance with England; • 
that ihe wQuld deprive the Swedifli fhips of all 
the advantage they pofTeff^d in the ports of 
France. There is^fpmething in the French and-; 
baffador^s declaration to the Swedifh miniftry 
on this occafibn; which gives ib true an idea'of 
the dependence in which Sweden was held by* 
France, that it defcrve^ a place here; 

-** The true reafon, fays he, of the delay of the * 
'^ payment of the fiibfidies i^, that his Moft C. M# 
*^ b^ «iade, in confequence of treaties which he 
*^^ religiouily obfcrved, certain political arrange- ' 
** itiehts relative to his interior affairs ; that one ' 
*^ crfithefe^ arrangements of his majefty, with i«-^ 
** g^pAxo the North was* that Sweden fhould ccm- " 
** cliide no treaty without his majefty's confent. 
'* That in contempt of this engagement, the niotiv% 

* Tkere was an article in a treaty made bc^lfMroen Swedaa > 
;ind France in 1738, and renewed in 175S, by which they re* , 
fpedively engaged not to enter into or.renevif any treaty* con* 
vention, or alliance; under any name wha^ever^ with any 
f&iier ^K^batever ^ bnt with «r common confent* 

France had hpwevtr n4k^j^ thii only wjieft Ihe thoa|;ht ' 
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^'^ of'di^fuMdiOs of France to the Swediifa cxmtr 
^^ 9vrectefi had made a tmtjr widt a fore^ 
'^ pbwer> M^houc waiting- for the confent of km 
^^ C Al^ Thai Stiwden,^ IMC acfieniliAg to ckw cai^ 
'^gi^ntenti, hwA dfraogeci tdie poliidGalr utens'^ 
**of his m^ftys aa thr wdip payment of die 
*^-fuM4ks' wooM (feraiige die^iKcaiu>iiK 
«^ of awedfen.** 

It is umt 4K>4»te (bnte' notice of the condxift of 
thie courts Afterth^^^^it' of the difiniflk^n ofdie 
fdntttors^'theyho loAg^ kept any mealUres^ with 
dm Gapa^ or>eoi(oealed their having ent^^ ino^^ 
thfticloM eoAnedUooa^ With the^Frencb anibaflk^ 
dftfy 

'A^ treaty. ofLmandage had: been fdoie time:on/ 
fopt liuEMiteea dierPrincd Rbyal/of Sweden, aipd)theJi 
Frincefs of Denmark. Tliis/wasupoiiitcoQcem<f 
jQglithe fticdBf»ibf^^hkhathe .Danes were egtoeed* 
ingliy. anxiouSjL biit:ta whkbifaeLSwedilh court had' * 
eirtr appeared: verjB rmieh/arerfe. . Tiicy, howcvser,* ' 
mai^:pr9po£ds to tberlkni&.fmnifters tUroegh*' 
tlMtiFr^nfh; anaJ7aiIador> Jn£buating,^ dbit. if the' 
cowtofy.Qenaiark wouid give fbnie mooef^.aod' 
jouicinitkeiyf^wtiik the* French party, therc^tutfs* 
zY^i^[9Mk%o.x}^mmn$^ nught be reoioyed. This' 
oW%ed^; th? ,<S;ip^^ to niak^ the marriage th^ff- - 
felves, in order to keep Denmark firm to her en- 
gagitmen» with' themj bw by^ fo doingy tKey 
gfcadf widfehed tht? breach' thkt alrtady, fubfifted *" 
between thejncian4 t;hc gouij-p^rty. ^ 

Thefe backed.fayFi'ance»^^g3kpeai?c4 ^t-hsmffh^Jbo^ 
hvljpcdmditotvrelbliit^ io attempt the re-^-^ 
, 3 , bliihinieit? i 
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bU&ment of an abfolute government in Sweden^ , 
The plan upoh which th^y proceeded, was; to en- * 
d^avour to create an open quarrel between the 
hpufe c£ nobles ^nd the other orders; to haftcn 
tfee <:qftcjftfi0^ o£ the Die; ; and to work imme-^^ 
di^tely upon the means of obtaining another j to 
decry in all the proidnces what had been done by ' 
the C^ps in that EWet j to infinnate that they were 
goyerjied by Ruflia ; that Sweden would become 
sii.prpyince to that empire ; that the Swedifli ma-/ 
nufR&^rers would be driven out <rf the country to 
obUge England; and finally, diat diefe dilbrders ^ 
could only be remedied by dcfiring the king to 
iilterpofe h^ authority. 

I? ym notflong before there appearctfproofs by 
no means equivocal c£ the reality oF fuch 4 
^efign. 

A perfon named Hoffman, who pretended to 
a£t 1^ the kiQg-s orders, excited an infurredtion 
in qqe.of the pfjOvinces: but, upon his not being 
ab^c to produce thofe orders, he was delivered up ' 
by thepeaf^ts, and brought to Stockholm. Up- 
on his trial it appeared, that this had been a con- 
certed plan } that ah.infurre6tiori was defigned'at 
the fame time in three other provinces i and that 
Ifpffman had difconcerte4 the whole ehterprize, 
' as well as ruined himfelf, by his precipitation in 
not waiting for the day appointed for its being 
carried into execution. 

It is to be regretted that upon this occafion, 
th^ Caps had. recourfe to one of thofe odious 
tribunal, of which. an. account has been already 

Its 
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Its eftabUihrncnt was violently oppofcd by t&e 
Hat party; who, forgetting what they did them- 
felves in 17 56^ loudly proclaimed it to be an 
inquifition fet up for perfecution i and it muft be 
owned the Cap party equally departed from the 
maxinu they then laid down> of having no oetra-* 
ordinary tribunes for the future. Their conduft 
was, howewr, very different from that of their 
opponents in fiolilar circumftances : th^ carefbl-- 
ly avoided qarrying. their inquiries too far, in mv 
der to prevent iD9ich effufion of blood : and Hoff-^ 
man and two others only were condemned to be 
beheaded. . .. . 

Ais^ the court had k?pt of late no meafurcs with 
the Gaps, notwithftanding their being all power- 
fijil in this Diet ;. fo that party, on the other hand, 
appeared refolved to obfi^rye none with the 
cpyrt, 

,Jt was rcamrbed, on a former occafion, that 
th? king'p poileflmg fo fmall a fliare of power, 
was not Qnly a ^at defeft in the Swedifh confti-^ 
t\j|tion, b^t alfo a circumftance dangerou^s to the 
libicrtjes pf tbe.natiom 

mthcrtp th^ Caps appeared to have been of 
this, opinion 5 and we have feen that at the com- 
mencement of the Diet,, part of their plan was to 
increafe the- reg^l power, and diminifh that of the 
fcnate. 

But when the Swedifh court had thought pro- 
per to thj:ow themfelves entirely into the arms of 
Frajice, it certainly became a point of fome diffi- 
culty to deterqfiine:^ how the friends of England 
^t\d of Ruflia were to aft. The offers of France 
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to their Swedifh majefties were of fuch a nttur^ 
that the Cap party could hardly flatter themfelvct 
they Ihould be able to detach the court frojn 
the French interefl:, by any propofals they could 
juftify themfelves in making. 

They, therefore, perhaps erroncoufly, thought 
it fafeft, inftead of augmenting the regal power 
as they had at firft prbjefted, to lay new re- 
ftraints upon it. This they accordingly did in ai 
very material article. 

The king, as it has been fhewn^ was allowed 
by the form of government to take his choice of 
three perfons prefented to him by the ftates, any 
one of whom he might appoint to the office of 
fenator, whenever a vacancy happened in the 
fenate : and by this means no perfon exceedingly 
obnoxious to his majefly could be forced upon 
him. But the Cap party now came to a refolu- 
tion, that fhould a candidate for the fenatoriai 
office be three times prefented by the ftates to the 
king and rejefted by him, the ftates might then, if 
they thought proper, prefent him a fourth time 
alone, in which cafe his majefty fhould no longer 
have it' in his power to rcjeft him. This certainly 
was not the way to reconcile the king to a form 
of government; the rcftraints of which upon the 
royal authority had already exhaufted his pa* 
tience. 

To counter-balance, however, this imprudent 
ilep, the Cap party caufed another refolution to 
be pafled in the diet, in which there apipeared 
much more wifdom than in the preceding one. 
This wai^ that no change Ihould be made ia . 
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the ftHifl^Tfiental laws, unlefs it was propo(c3 ih 
unc 4tet and Agreed to in another by all the four 
orders; Nothing could be better calculated to 
give a degred of ftability to the Swedifli govern* 
ment, of which it was never befbre poffeffed. 

Ndtf Only aM' ludBen refolutiofiS of the ftates* re- 
^c^Shgchah^es of this nature, frequently the cf- 
ffifts* of the heat of party or violence of fadtion, 
iHfirt by this' meafis guarded againft j but the na- 
tion had a further fecurity for their liberties, in 
the negative here given to any one order, in all 
conftitutional queftiohs, upon the propofitions'crf 
the other three. 

Ih confequfticc of the firft of thefe refblutions, 
Bafon Duben having been three times rcjefted by 
ttie king^ when prefented for the office of fenator, 
the ftates^ appointed him to that office without 
farther ceremony; 

.' His majefty itflifed to fign his patent, faying, 
they rtiight flramp his name to it if they picked;' 
aAdMt Was faid the queen would not fuffferthe 
new fenator to kifs her hand, as was cuftonniary' 
on thdfe ocicafions. 

Hie king Ihortly afterwards* took a ftill bolder' 
ftq>. Upon thtee perfons being ptefented to him 
for the office of fecretafy of ftate, he, of his own' 
authority, *an'd contrary to the cxprefs wtirds of' 
the form of government, named a fourth to it. 
This coradtia of his majefly fuffidently indicated 
that he h^ fome fecret rdiance upon his being 
pOVcrfuUy inpported in thefe attempts, and that' 
what had been: done in the courfe of the diet 
woiild not be- <^ long duration. In the mean 

tioie. 
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.-•ifne^ tbe tiufff^gc ^ die Piince Roydl vidi ibe 
Fdiicfifs of .Denmai^ was oanclvded wuiicr Ac 
aufpices of the Caps*: after which it was dmi^ 
jmit^d to pot an eod to tUtSMii 

DniitQg the cxmrfe of k, dtcFimch indomtot 
yonld hai;9e been completely ovfettumcd^ hod 
lEngland or Rullia afuthonzed tbesr milMftfcfsio 
df&r a flifafidy : Irat^ coalktermgi.the.miBjr diffi^ 
cuteies didr loot bctng. aHoimd to make a^ fudi 
ofiec Jthfjienr in their wajr^ tbe change thrjr effe£b»l 
in. the iatevior of Swedeh, ^ fsK* as reisNied co due 
^dmimftration, tbt fenate, aiicfethit dil^^iittifr «f 
idi9,diet, was infinitely mone than in their eil^^M^ 
Usuma there was> any reifon to exptSt tSxnf €<MM 
Jmvtt accompUfhed. 

• £oont Lowenhieim, atthis time a det^Mt&ttS 
i^jpbfer of French meafures, was now at the head6f 
«feirs. Of the fiicteen fenators, tv^lve were the feft 
friends of the Englifli and Ruffian fyfteraj and 
die ij*ftru<aions framed by the fbcfet committee to 
regyfete the condtift of the fenate, were evidently 

. * The fiatec gave maoy inftances on the occafion 6f tkk 
marriage, of that littlenefs and illiberality of mind, which it 
niuft be confe^ed, too frequently marked their condudl. 
- They created a variety of difputes concerning the regttlatiott 
i^tiif moH trifling cerenumies. The king had ineendiid after 
the ibarriage, to give an entertainment at one of his coixktrp' 
lioufes, but the fecret committee ordered him to give it at 
Stockholm. 

Upon the arrival of the Princefs, the dates interfered fo far 
9 tc^ nominate even the ladies of the bed-chamber. Her 
Royal Highnefs requeiled that (he might be allowed to appoint 
to that office herfelf. It was at length refolved that this ihould 
be left to the king. 

calculate d 
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ddculiCed to giirc a final blow to Frencti iif flaeociiv 
and promote a union between Sweden and Eng^ 
land. 

By thefe the Swedifh miniftry were ordered t^ 
declare to the BritUh envoy^ that Sweden was at 
prefent at liberty to liften to the propofais of 
England for a defenfive treaty. 

In cafe an alliance was formed in the North, in 
tonfequence of the union of the South,^ the Swedifh 
miniftry were to enter into it preferably to any 
other fyflem j whether by feparate, whether by ac- 
ceflary treaties, they were to accept of no propo- 
iition on the part of France, 'till what was fHpu-^ 
iated by the treaties of 1757 and 1758 was com* 
plctely fulfilled, and the money due from her to 
Sweden paid; and ieven then they were to enter 
into no engagements with that crown, which 
could prevent or check the great plan abovemen* 
tioned. • 

LafUy, by the final refolution of the committee, 
the public expences were provided for 'till 1770, 
without reckoning upon the French fubfidies, 
which was the principal point relied on by the 
friends of France, for obliging the fenate to call a 
new diet. 

Such was the refult of the diet concluded the 
iithof Oftobcr 1776. 



SECTION 
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SECTION IV; 

Containing a Jketcb of the tranfa^tons preceding tbi 
calling of an extraordinary Diet in 1767, and of 
the changes brought Uout during that Diet. 

IN fo fliiftuatiiig a government ^ that of 
Sweden, y^Jiere Venality ^nd cdiruption had 
arifen tp a height fcarcely credible, and where the 
tbtal indifference of thofe entnifted with a Ihare 
in the legiflature to the public good, could 
be equalled only by their ignorance of the 
ttue intefefts of their country; it could little 
be expefted that the liew fyfteni of politics, pro- 
duced by the labours of the Englifli nainifter, 
lliould long rtfift the attacks that would certainly 
be made upon it* 

Nd foonrii- was this Diet diffdlved, than the 
French and court parties {tt all engines at work, 
deyifirig to diftirefs the miniftry, and compel the 
fenate to convoke another* 

The miniftry attempjted to get a loan from Ge- 
noa of a hundred and hfty thoufand pounds ftcr- 
ling : had they obtainea it, the defenfive alliance 
\frith England might poflibly have been conclu4<Mi 
without a fubfidy: but France, not content 
with perfifting in her laft' refufal to pay the- t«bi 
millions and a half of livres fhe owed to Sweden, 
interfered alfo on this occafion. The duke da 
Choifeuil told the Gcnocfe miniftcr at Paris in 

Q^ plsuba 
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plain terms, that the king his matter having rca- 
fon to be difpleafed with the conduft of Sweden, 
ahd having learnt that the fuhjedts of the republic 
were going to lend a large fum of money to 
that country, he had his majefly's orders to 
write to the regency to forbid any fuch loan. 
In confequence of this, the government of Genoa 
fent an order to the principal perfon concerned, 
and to the bank, to put a ftop to all farther pro- 
ceedings, either with regard to the fubfcription *, 
, or the remittances. 

It was fliortly made no fecret that the court of 
Verlailles projeflred to give more power to the 
king of Sweden. France offered the payment of 
four millions and a half of livres, on condition 
that Sweden renewed the treaty of 1738 : and the 
French party fpread reports all over the provinces 
aimong the peafants, that if the money from 
France was obtained, their contributions would be 
taken off. This th,e Hats imagined Vfould qcca- 
fion fuch clamours for an extraordinary Diet, as 
it would be itppoflible for the fenate to refift. 

In the mean time perfons were appointed by 
thw ^dy^ to treat with the Englifh minifter on 
the futge^Jt of th^ defenfive alliance. But the 
negociation went on flowly, as. the determination 
in Englai^d, not to give any fubfidy, proved an, 
ij5jfup^:ablf obftacle to its fuccefs. Thq neceflity 
^:d^tf!g fomething t;o ballance the above-men-. 

1 TU^ probil^kion w«$ fome months aftem^ck takeii off 
\^ the QeiiQ^fe. government, in confequence of iJJ^ remon- 
fcauces of the Swedifli miuiBer at Vienna. X^ 

» * tiolT^ 
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tioned ofFer of France, in the eyes of the people, 
was obvious. The Swedilh demand upon Eng- 
land was fifty thoufand pounds. The fenate pro- 
jpofed that this fubfidy fhould not commence 
till the end of two years, and that it was to be 
paid only during five, though, the treaty was not 
to expire in lefs than ten. The Britifh minifter, 
in his anfwer to this propofal, foftened as much 
as poffible the refufal of the fubfidy : it was how- 
ever too evident, that the fenate, although per- 
feftly well inclined to it, dared not proceed in the 
bufinefs, without procuring fome indemnification 
for the lofs Sweden would fuftain of the French 
arrears, in cafe ftie formed any connedlions with 
England, 

While this affair remained in fufpence, the 
French and court parties continued indefatigable 
in their endeavours to diftrefs adminiftration. 

They at length conceived a-projeft, which they 
juftly imagined could not fail to render an ex- 
traordinary Diet abfolutely neceffary. This was, 
that the king Ihould declare to the fenate he was 
rcfolved to abdicate the crown. The court and 
Frenjch party were at the fame time to guarantee 
to his majefly, that the ftates, when called together, 
fhould requeft of him to refume it. 

Agreeable to this projeft, the king produced, 
3 written paper in the fenate, which he defired th^ 
prince rdyal to read, and to deliver in order to 
be inferted in the protocal. 

It fet forth, " That the king had been called to 
^^ the throne by the free choice of the ftates. 

f^ That he had laboured for the happiaefs and 
Qjz for 
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'^ for the liberty of his people ; but th^t a$ forcm 
*• as the late king ^as idead^ the dates exafted 
'* from his prcfent majefty an affurance, conceived 
*' in much ftronger terms than that which had 
" been given by his immediate predeccffor; 
** that afterwards the ftates had abridged his 
" rights and prerogatives, fo as to render him 
" only the firft flave in the nation. 

" That in the preceding diet, they had again 
'^ made regulations prejudicial to his rights, to 
*^ which he declared he would never give his 
** confent -, nor to the appointment made by the 
" ftates of Count Poffe, to be about the perfon of 
" his fon." 

Upon this two fcnators were fent to the king, 
with a reprefentation concerning the neceflity of 
putting the orders of the ftates into exeCtition^ as 
well as of his figning the new regulations i but 
hh m^efty abfolutcly refufed to do it. 

Nothing was in the mean time left undone by 
the French party, to prepare the minds vof the 
people for the extraordinary ftep it was intend- 
ed his ' majefty fhould take of abdicating the 
crown. 

Tl» prince royal, in a tour he made through 
the kingdom, during which his winning' additfe 
and amiable manners gained him great popu- 
larity, coUefted a variety of complaints, to fhew 
the neceflity of calling the ftates, in order to 
redrefs the grievances which occafioned them. 

All the governors in the French intereft were 

prevailed upon to draw gloomy pictures of therr 

refpcftivc provinces > reprefenting that their itia- 

. • nufafttircs 
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Tiufa£hircs were' ruined, and the people in' Iht 
greatefl: mifery. 

The merchants likewife, who were for tfie moft 
part in the fame intereft, endeavoured ^ lower 
the courfe pf exch^ge, in order to put a ftop to 
the workilig of the iron forges. 

In fhort, every meafure was takea by the Hats 
that could embarrafs adminiftration, however rui-r 
nous it might prove to the country. 

The fenate, in order to defeat the main attack 
of their oppofers, refolved not to call an extra* 
ordinary Diet upon any verbal declaration of the 
king's ', but only in Cafe he figned a formal aft of 
abdication, to which they imagined the queen 
would never give her confent. 

It is certain, their agreeing to call another 
meeting of the ftates at that junfture, would iit 
faft have been to confent tp^ their own depofition. 
When the French party was overturned in the 
preceding Diet,, the nation expcded that the 
Caps would have been able to have formed a 
new fjrftem abroad, a3 well as at home; which 
ihould they fj^ii to accomplifli, it was impo/fible 
for ths^t party to maintain themfelvea in the admif 
niftration: they might then be accufed indeed 
with fome juftice, of having thrown away the 
fubfidies of France, and broke off all connexion 
with that country, without having gained any* 
new ones to compenfate for the lofe of the 

Sometime in February 1768, the king, in pur^ 
fiianc^ of the plan of the French party, had pro- 
pofed to t]tie fenators to caH a new Diet. This 

Q^ 3 propoCd 
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|>f opofal was then rejcfted by thirteen voices, only 
one of the fcnators voting with his. majfefty. The 
Hats v/trt however determined to renew the at- 
tack on the firft favourable opportunity. The 
death of cQunt Lowenheilm, which happened 
Ihortly afterwards} the war which broke out 
about this time between Ruflia and the Porte; 
and the arrival of a new French minifter at 
Stockholm, feemed to have fyrnifhed them 
with as favourable a one as they could have 
dcfired* . 

The death of the count was a fatal blow to 
rfie C^ party ; whilft the war between the Ruf- 
fians; and' the Turks gave new life and vigour tQ 
the Hats. 

It was, now thereforp determined to carry into 
U^egiulon the long-projeded plan of the king's 
j^iC^4pb. . 

/. Hia uoajefty however, having fome apprehenr 
fi<)iis:Qfl^the occafion, pfevioully fent to five of the 
ichieffit.of the French party, and declared to them 
lie thoi^itthe meafures propofed tx> hirn too ha- 
aarfbup, iBvithout his^ having fome fecurity that the 
promife made on their part fhould be pe^rfned. 
He tKeriefore required a folemn engagement from 
them, that the reft of the plan of the court of 
France^ and of that formed fojr the change of go*^ 
vcmment, fliould be the firft bufincfe entered up- 
oabi'thc ftates ii).ihe.eiifmng dice, and finifhed 
before any other was undertaken i to which they 
irlL agceed. '. : . : :\ . . 

.^ J^twyars^hY %1sh^ $h9 k*ngOfi t^ twelfth of 
ge(jembej ^y6% hj^ying, rfi^i fa f^i^.aii aa 
I ' ; prcfented 
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prcfehtcd him by the fenate, addreflcd a letter to 
that body ; the purport of which was, " thjt 
*^ when, fometime before, the major part of the 
** fenators objefted to the calling of the ftates, tho* 
'* his majefty had acquiefccd in their refolution, 
** yet it was without the leaft conviftion, as to the 
^* principles on which their objedions ifrerfe 
*^ founded. That flnce that time, the publick 
*^ diftrefs had daily increafedj for the truth of 
*' which he referred them to the many petitions 
*** prefented to his fon j to the fudden decay of 
** the iron works, trade, and manufaftures 5 and 
** to the negleft even of the cultivation ,of the 
'*' land. That his paternal heart could not but 
** be afflifted at the thoughts of the weight of 
*^ the prefect taxes., and the unheard of diftrefles 
*^ which the raifing of them occafioned. That 
'* by the fudden fall of the courfe of exchange, 
'* his fubjeds had been forced to pay a third 
^' more than they had confented to give * ; that 
** he was obliged to take notice of this, as by his 
** folemn oath he was bound to preferve his 
'^ fubjedts inviolably in the enjoyment of tlieir 
^* rights and privileges. That he did not lay the 
^* fault of this illegal taxation on the fenate; but 
^^ from whatever caufe rf had arifen, the nation 

* There is hardly any fpecie in Sweden ; and though the 
nominal value of the paper-money in that country continues 
mWzfs the (ame, the curreut valine of it is perpetuilly vary- 
ing* It is by its komifud valiie that the taxlK are paid : hence 
thefe may be faid to increafe in proportion m iti current 
value incr^afes, and vfcf 'V^/^* 
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^' had % right to examine whether they would 
f^ grant it or not ; that is to fay, the ftates muft 
5^ be aflembled as loon as poffible. If, added he, 
f* contrary to niy expectation, the fenate ihould 
f * ftill qbjeft to it, I am forced hereby to declare, 
^* that ii> that cafe I do renounce the burthen of 
f* government, which the tears of fo many of my 
** diftreffed fiibjefts, and the depaying ftate of 
5* my kingdom render intolerable tq ine ; refenr^ 
*^ ing to myfelf, when niy faithful cqunfellors 
f ' the ftates are aflcmbled, to declare to them my 
f reafons fqr havijig till then laid do^^n the gOr 
f* vernment. In the rnean time I forbid inofl: 
*' ftridly the ufe of my n^rne in any of the refor 
V lutions of the fenate» Signed, 

Jdolpbus Frederic.** 

His in^efty infiftcd on having an anfwer to 
this in eight and forty hours. The fenate howr 
ever declined giving one until fdme days after; 
and in the mean time every thiqg wa§ done by 
the Britilh, and Ruffian mi^ifters to keep thcip 
firm. - .. 

On the fburtcentH the king went to the ff nat^ 
and demanded an immediate anfwer. They reprc^^ 
fented ,the impqffibility of examining in fo fhort 
a time, all the realbns for and againft the affem;- 
bling of an extraordinary Diet; and defired at Icaft, 
that they might be allowed till the following 
Monday to confider of it : but a?^ tp what h^s 
.ftiajcfty-had faid with refpeft to laying down the 
government, they hoped he would not purfue a 
meafure fo contrary to the laws, and to his owi\ 
gracious afluranCes* 

' ■■ ■[ T^ 
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TThekii^ replied, that he looked upon this rcr 
prefentation as a refufalj declaring, that he W011I4 
from that hour, have nothing to do with th^ 
regency ^ fo rofe froip his chfUr a||d l?ff th? 
fenate.' v 

As foon ^s his qi^efty returned to his, apjtrt- 
jTient^ he fent the prince royal in a coach and 
fix, attended by feveral of the oncers of his 
royal highnefs's houfhold, to the college of chanr 
eery i where he made a formal demand in the 
king'v n^me, to have the ftamp delivered up 
to him-j with which hjs majefly's fignature was 
piade. 

The college declined complying with this dc-r 
mand; and the prince went tficncc to all the 
pther . colleges, declaring to them, that the king 
his father had laid down the government, and 
giving them a printed copy of his nriaj^fty*s jrea- 
ibn^ fpr fo doing. 

In the n>ean time, the fen^te contini^ing aflem-^ 
bled, deputed four of their body to wait upotl 
the king, and to befeech him not tO abandon 
the regency. They received' for ai)fwer» that 
his ipajefty perlifted in his refolution# 

On dieir refum, baronTriefendorf viec^ltfident 
of the chancery, ftood up, and fet forth the great 
4:xtnfufiQn into which .the whole cpmitry would 
pc thrown, in cafe th^ fenate pretended td carry 
fm the governmient for eighteen months (the time 
before which, in the ordinary courfe of things;, » 
piet would not be affembled) without the king. 

That no idea was lels popular in Sweden thaij 
that of fUEi ariftocracys he therefore conclud?d» 

thac^ 
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thtt two ftnators fhould be lent to his majeftyv 
to acquaint ^him that there was fome appearance 
of the fcnatc's conforming to his majefty's defires^ 
ftbd to entreat' him to refiMie the reins of go- 
vcrnmenti 

This propofitioh was trarried by a m^ority of 
& to three, nine being the whole numfcer pre* 
fent. The king's anlwer was> when the Di- 
et is refolved upon, my refignation falls of it- 
felf. ^ 

' The i^^ccch nwdc by baron •Triefendorf in the 
firtate, difcovering that their weak fide was fear, 
encouraged their antagonifts to venture to en- 
gage the colteges, the magiftrates, thfe clergy, in 
Ihorr, aff'the executive part of the government 
tJiar rtfides at Stockholm, excepting the high 
toortf'bf juftice, openly to take part with the 
king; *1Fhe day after his majefty*s abdicatioin 
the fenate had iffued out a fpecies of proclama- 
ticfn to the following purpofe. (The ufe made of 
the kntg'? name in it, in diteft oppofition to hiSt 
own ai?l^^d deed, gives it an appearance truly- 
!m}icii3us.^* 

** Whereas his majefty in the fenate is informed, 
'* thartlePprince royal, by particular order, nOti- 
" ffed yeflferday to all the colleges, that the king 
^ ^uld not 'c6ncern hinnfelf any longer ill the rf^ 
'<' fkirs of the government, itbecomeS highly neicef*^ 
^ fary to itnrmnd the colleges how the ki^dom*fe 
** to be governed, according to the form of gbv^rt^ 
"ment. Which they are fworn^ to maint^V*^ 
^^ m cbnfe4'ueiicet>f which, no other oirdfer*^^ to 
^* be valid or obeyed, ^\it xltojfe i^kfc*i«glt«^ 
;. ^ <^out 
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** out in his m^efty's name from the fcrtatr,^ ind 
^* properly count<3'-figned. Bis majefty having 
^^ that confidence in all thofe -^ho ierve in the ie>. 
^* veral offices of the kingdom, that in fiich prefr 
>^ fing and dangerous circumftances for the nactoa 
*' and for liberty, they will coiidy<a: themfelves 
'^ according to the form of government, fo a& 
^* they may anfwer it to God, the King^ and ihft 
^' dates/' 

The anfwer of the principal colleges was, thiat 
as by the fundamental laws Sweden could not bfc 
jgovemed without a king, any more than without 
a fenate, they miift remain in inadlivity dlltlte 
ftates were convoked. 

The refufal of thofe, who had fo coniidecafaie^a 
fiiare in the executive part of the govemmcoir, to 
chty the fenate until a meeting of the ftatcs, red* 
jd^red this a meafure abfolutely nccefBiry. 

The fenate accordingly were compelled to come 
jto the following refolution. " That whereas fe^ 
^f- V5erfll of the colleges have declared that di«jr 
*^^ would not obey his m^efty'^ orders from the 
*' fenate,' till the ftates were convoked ; that th« 
^exchequer had refufed to fupply moneys and 
^ that Colonel Ehrenfward and General Ferfen, 
.f*' cooimanders^ of the two regiments quartered in 
f^ tiis city, have declared that they could not an* 
^* j&^er for the obedience.of thefoldiers,.the.fciiate 
^* ijiKi themfdves obliged to caH: an JriSembly of 
f * th(C ftates on^ the 19th of the etofuiiig ApriK" .^ ? 

3y this, ftep an efe<3:ual flop, was put to ^ 
f^Qi^ of alliance with England, as the fenate durft 

not 
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Uot have ventured to take it upon themfelves af^ 
ter having convoked the ftates. Thefe would of 
courfe have cxpcAed an affair of fuch importance 
ihould have been deferred till the time of their 
•flembling, and CQnfequently the precipitating of 
this point, would of itfelf have been in the eye of 
the ftates a fufficien^ c^ufe of complaint againft 
the fcnatc, independent of the light in which they 
might view the treaty itfelf. 
: Thvis the French party deftroyed at one blow 
the new fyftem that the friends of England and 
Ruflia had crefted in Sveden during the laft diet. 
A fyftem which had required great abilities, join- 
ed to the n^oft indefatigable zeal in thofe who in* 
trodijced it. 

' The king now returning to the fenate, exprefled 
the infinite pleafure he received from the convo- 
cation of the ftates -, and declared that he doubted 
not to be able to fhew how innocent his intentions 
were in all the tranfadlions of the preceding days$ 
adding, that he had the fulleft convidVion that 
what he had done would be approved both then 
and afterwards. 

Thus ended the interregnum, and the confufion 
that had prevailed for fome time in public affairs. 
The meafures purfued by the Hats upon this 
occafion were the boldeft ever ventured upon 
from the time of the commencement of the late 
form of government. They were confecjuently a 
convincing proof that the leaders of that party 
were fecurc of being fo powerfoUy fupported hy 

France 
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France at tht ehfuing diet, as to have Aothing tO 
apprehend on account of a conduft^ which might 
otherwife have brought fome of them to tha 
block, and realized the abdication of the king. 

The fa£t was, France had refolved to light up i 
war in the north. It is well knoWn (he had a con- 
fiderabk fhare in prbmoting that in which Ruflia 
was then involved with the Porte. It is like-* 
wife paft a doubt that her ambaffador at Conrtah-- 
tinople had been very liberal of his promifes to 
the Turks, that the Swedes would make a diver* 
iion in their favour by attacking Ruflia in the 
north, while the Ottoman armies purfued their 
operations in the fouth. 

In the preceding Auguft * the Swedifh minifter 
jat the Porte, had an audience of the Reis EfFendi, 
who alked him, if what the French ambaffador at 
Conftantinople had reported relative to the prepa- 
rations making in Sweden was true, and how foon 
they might expeft to fee hoftilities begun againft 
Ruflia. The Reis Efiendi put him in mind, *at 
the farxic time, of the generofity of the Turks in 
remitting the debt of Charles the Xllth, and in* 
lifted upon a pofitive anlwer. 
• France, therefore, was apprehenfive of lojfing, 
her credit at the Ottoman Porte, if Ihe did not 
engage the Swedes to perform the promifes fhe 
had mad^ for them to the Turks. For this reaibn^ 
Ihe refolved to fpare no expence to recover her 
former influence in Sweden, as well as to carry 

•In 1767, 
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into execution," at the approachh^ diet, the platf 
ihe had for fome time prtyedked of changing the 
Swedifh government. 

The Diet of this year was confejquendy likely 
to prove the mod critical, with refpcft to the fate 
of the form of government, of any fince its cfta- 
bliihment; and, which was a point of much 
greater importance, if France was to have remainr- 
cd unoppofed during the courfe of it, ihe would 
probably have involved all Europe in a War. 

All parties now applied themfelves vigoroufly 
to purfue their feveral interefts in the eleftions for 
the Diet. The French minifter at this time had 
a confiderable advantage over his opponents ; he 
was the only one who had eventual orders, none 
<rf thofe of the other courts knowing the fenti- 
ments of their relpedive fovereigns in regard to 
thefe extraordinary meafures. Reports were alfo 
Ipread, that he fhould (hortly have twelve millions 
of livres at his difpofal to bellow in fubfiAes,&c. 
provided Sweden would enter thoroughly into the 
views of France ; and advice was foon afterwards 
Ueceived, that ten millions were aftually depofited 
in four different houfes at Amftcrdam, to be made 
life of by the French minifter for this purpofe. 
Even Spain, little. as (b^ m^y^Jeem concerned in 
ti^ affairs of Sweden, began^^t the inftigatxon of 
France, to take a part in the tranfaftipns going 
forward in that country 5 and in order to detach 
Denmark from the En^lifh and Ruffian intereft, 
offered the Danes to allow them to tranfport ne- 
groes to the Spanifli Weft ladies.. Added to all 
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this, the Swedilh merchants entered into a largQ 
fiibfcription to fupport the friends of the French, 
party^ 

Such formidabk pr^anitions feemed to threaten, 
at once, the entire re^eftablifhrncnt of the French, 
iyilem in Swcdenj and the total overthrow of tho 
Caps. . 

Thefe, however, were not idle. Ruflda was too 
ixHKh interefted in the cven^ of the approaching^ 
Diet, and too well informed of the inachinatiomt 
of Ff ance» not to refolve vipon giving that party 
the warmeft fupporu 

With regard to England, her nuniiler at! 
Stockholm was authorized tx) aSift the Caps ioi 
obtaining a majority in the Diet ; and as to Dcn*- 
maik, fhe then entered into theie meailires wiib 
as naich zeal and ingour ai Ruilhu 

But the Hatshadcon£kierably gottjieftartof tkenr. 
^[^lonentsin canvalfingfor the ele&ions; and die 
Ham fadd to hare been fumHhed thetit by the French 
sninifter for this purpofe was immenfe. Accordktglf,i 
on tht opening of the Diet, the majoFity among 
the fables, clergy, and burghers appeaMd to bo 
greatly in fevour of the French party. Among 
the peafants indeed, dte C^ retained their ftipe^ 
riority. The eleftions of the fpeakers of all tho 
low orders were likewife carried againft the C^ 
party *. General Ferfen, one of the moft 2eal0Uf 
and able partizans of France, was^ defted marihdf 

of 

• The night before the dty of ele6Kng thefpealcerof the 
^iaf«^^ a report was propagated among them that the Caps 
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6f the Diet ; and the French party having tlic fe-^ 
cret committee entirely at their devotion, as not a 
fingle Cap had been chofen into it, they imm^- 
diateljr tecamc poflcfled of the whole govcmr 
ment; and could, if they had thought proper/ 
Have purfued eveiy part of the plan laid down by 
the court of Verfailles. 

FortUrtaMy for the C^p5i tlie friends of Fraiicc 
were divided into two parties 5 one of which en- 
tered into all the projedts of the court for 
rendering the government abfolutej while the 
objeft of the other was, only to turn out the pre-^ 
lent miniftry, and put themfclvc;s in their places f 
but they declared, that they were, at the fame:' 
time, equally averfe with the Caps to any nuterial 
change id the conftitution. The fomacr were 
more particularly ftiled the court^party, and the 
latter the old Hats. At the head of thefe laft was 
colonel Pecklin, a man of the flrft d)ilities, as well 
as of the greateft influence in the Diets ; and who, 
ionay with juilice be faid, to have belonged to no 
party, any farther than that party adhered tp prior^ 
ciples from which he never fwerved himfelf. 

The .firft bufinefe entered upon in the fecrcfc 
conunittee, was, as might have been expeded, tho 
depofing of fuch members of the fenate as had 
been introduced into that body through Englifk 
and Ruffian influence. . In this point all the Hats 
were agreed, and indeed they had not fcrupled foir 

kteaded to depofe the king, which wtu the caofe of thdc 
lofipg the oujcrity in that eledion» 
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fomc time before to tell thofe fenators openly that 
they would be immediately depofed, to make room 
f9r another adminiftration attached to the French 
alliance. Nothing could be more frivolous or 
worfe grounded than the charges brought againft 
them, and brought, it muft be prefumed, only for 
the fake of form, as at alt events they muft have 
been difmifled by a Diet, of which the Hats were 
matters. 

Accordingly their depofition took place imme- 
diately on the meeting of the ftates ; wKo came to 
a refolution to reftore all the fenators removed by 
the preceding Diet, and to make Count Eckebladt 
again prefident of the chancery* 

It was refolved likewife in the h6ufe of nobles, 
to prefent an addrefs to his majefty, to thank him 
for his great goodnefs and love of his people, in 
having determined to abdicate his crown, , if the 
fcnate could not have been prevailed upon to af- 
iemble the ftates i and that the king Ihould in his 
turn thanl^ the colleges for the refolution they 
had taken not to proceed in any bufmefs, in cafe 
of fuch abdication. 

. The foreign minifters, who fupportcd the Cap 
party, were Convinced of the little utility of oppo- 
Cmg at this junfture the depofition of the fenate, 
or change of the adminiftration, and therefore did 
not attempt it ; refervihg their whole ftrength for 
the intended attacks upon the confti-tution. 

In the mean time the French minifter ufed his 
utmoft endeavours to cohvince the Swedes of the 
neceflity of their entering into the clofeft connec- 
tions with his moft Chriftian Majefty. The Ian- 
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guagc held by the Hats, was, that Sweden wanted 
Ibbfidics of all forts both publick and private ; 
that France would give thenn, England would not; 
that a thirty years fripndlhip had fubfifted between , 
Sweden and France, who had now made o&crs to 
the Swedes, highly advantageous to their com- 
merce in the Mediterranean*. That England 
was their rival in fhipping and manufaftures j that 
Ihe fpoke openly of fupplying. herfdf with iron 
from her own colonies, and already took a great 
quantity from Ruflia, in order to have nothing 
more to do with Sweden. 

Thefe arguments might have had fome weight, 
had they been backed by the immediate payment* 
of a part of the French arrears ; but this was not 
to be done, unlefs the project of France with re- 
gard to the conftitutioh fucceeded. The Cap 
party did not fail to take advantage of the delays 
of France with relpeft to this point, to foment the 
difcontents occafioned by them among the people. 
They aflerted, and with great juftice, that France 
only wanted to involve them in a war with Ruf- 
lia i that they had already fufficiently fufFered from 
the two laft wars, in which they had been engaged 
by the artifices of the court of Verfailles ; that the 
lubfidies granted them by that court were not only 
altogether unequal to the cxpences which French 

• The offer of France on this occafion was, that having 
aftade a conqueft of the ifland of Corfica, ihe was determined 
it ihotild be a free port ; that if Sweden would enter into » 
ftrid alliance with his moil Chriftian Majefty, he would grant 
fach privileges to the Swedes, as would make that ifland » 
magazine fgrall forts, of Swedifh merchandize. 
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Si^SHIhcxiOnt had ever led thtm into, btit tJi^foall 
as thefe were, they had been fo irregularly paid, 
and fo nnich remained dae, that they had brought 
the country into the moft Icrious diftrefs : finaHy 
that at the prefent juncture, the finances, the nM- 
Ktary eftaWiAnncntis, and the marine of Sweden, 
were not ih a condition to take any vigorous mea- 
llires, fo that without injuring Ruffia, they might 
ruin themfelves. 

The arguments of the Cap pzrty were too welf 
founded not to have their due weight with the 
nation, which, together with the divifion among 
the Hats^ enabled the friends of England and 
Rullia to oppcrfe the views of France during the^ 
remainder of the Diet, with a luccefs they cemldf 
fearcely have hoped for, from the afpe£b of affairsi 
at its comn^ncement. 

After the depofition of the fenators in the Cap^ 
intereft, and placing the admimftratioa in the 
kands erf the Hats, there ftill remained three 
points to be accompliflied by the French party *, 
without which all the expence France had btfiM^ 
been at, would have proved of little or no advan.* 
tagc to hen 

Thefe were, to effeft a change in the Swedifh 
conftitulion, to engage Sweden in a French affi?* 
apce, and to involve her in a war with Ruffia. 
With regard to the firft, the objeft of the court, 
of Verfailles, was principally to give to the king 
and the fenate a power to expedite all affairs be- 
tweeii the Diets, of whatfoever nature they might 
be; and to form alliapces, or even make war 
without afleaiUing the ftates* Thi» would* baar^ 
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rendered France miftrcfs of the whole military 
force of Sweden, and confequendy have enabled 
her to purfue her favourite defign of attacking 
RufTia, in order to make a diverfion in favour of 
the Turks. 

The leaders of the French party did not how- 
ever fucceed in their firfl trial on this occafion, in 
the manner they expe6ted. Having founded their 
friends upon the queftion of giving the difpofition 
of the military employments as far ^ a lieuteiKMit- 
colonel inclufive, abfolutely to the king, without 
any prefcntation, it did not appear to be at all 
relifhed by them. And when the affair, was 
brought before the Diet, the propofed changes in 
the conftitution, were in three of the orders re- 
jicfted with great warmth , and indignation, by a 
confiderable majority i the plergy alone decided 
in their favour. 

The French pdrty having failed in this pointy 
the intended treaty of alliance between the courts 
of Stockholm and Verfailles met with no better 
fuccefs. By one of the articles of it, Sweden was 
to conclude no treaty with England, or with any 
other power, without the participation of France. 
She was likewife to obtain the recall of the Eng- 
lilh minifter then at Stockholm, and to have no 
other for the future from the court of Great 
Britain, after this alliance Ihould be concluded. 
By another of the articles, Sweden was to keep 
fifteen theufand men in Finland, ready to march 
on the Ihorteft warning j fo that it is obvious a 
war between Sweden and Ruffia would have been 
the confequence, if France had fucceeded in her 
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defignd uring the Diet. Upon the whole ihe-had 
gained nothing in the courfe of it, from all her 
cxpence and trouble but a change of the admi- 
niftration; and even this proved of but little adj 
vantage to her, on account of her partizans hav- 
ing failed in their attempt to give a power to 
the king and fenate, to carry on a defenfive war, 
without; affembling the ftates ; as well as becaufc 
the fenate were forbid to tranfport any troops 
from Sweden to Finland, before the next meeting 
of the Diet. 

The inftrudions however of the fecret com- 
mittee, which were to regulate the c6ndu6t of 
the fenate after the feparation of the ftates, were 
pretty nearly the reverfc of thofe formed, only 
two years before, by the fecret committee of the 
preceding Diet, 

The fubftance of thefe w^'s, that though the 
fenate was to maintain a gaod underftanding.with 
all the neighbouring courts, it would, not be pru- 
dent to lenter into any defenfive alliance with any 
of them for the prefent ; but particularly not into 
the northern league, which had been for fome time 
in agitation. They declared that France and 
the Ottoman Porte werQ the natural allies q( 
Sweden. Spain aqd iV^ftria, as being in an in- 
timate union with France, 'were likewife fegorn- 
.mended as her natural friends. 

They obferved that the objeft of England wa§, 
to acquire the empire of the fea, and to. au|fment 
her commerce at the e^cpenqe of other nations : 
(he could not therefore be looked upon as a well- 
wiftier to the profperity of Sweden; particularly 
\ : R 3 as 
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as Ihe had fo lately an opportunity of entering 
into a clofe conneftion with Sweden, of which Ihc 
did not chufe to avail hcrfdf by granting a fub- 
fidy. The fenate were therefore to form no en- 
gagements with the ]Britifh court. 

It was at the fame time infinusted to the 
French miniftry, that notwithftanding then- 
friends at Stockholm had found it impoflrble 
during this Diet to fatisfy the. court of France, . 
according to former promifes, yet every means 
ihould be ufed to put the kingdom in a proper 
,llate of defence, and to prevent any extracrdi- 
nary Biet for the future. That the mifcarri^ 
ttf the affair of the conftitution ihould not im- 
pede the execution of the plan of operations 
formerly fettled, nor diminish the dtfpofkion df 
the Swedilh miniftry to ^o through with it ; pro- 
vided the French arrears were paid, in order 
to fumifti money for the preparations, i;^ich 
IhouM go on as foon as the Diet was finiftied. 

'It was Kicewife intimated to the Porte, that the 
ilj^te of atffairs in Sweden, would not allow of her 
Waking any immediate diverfion in favour df the 
^drks ; but that rt was notwithftanding her in^ 
Ventions to embrace the 'firft opportunity which 
"Aoold offer ipr this purpofe ; and in the mean 
tittic every neteffary preparation lh6t<ld ^be cow- 
tinue'd, that the Swedes might hold themfcflves 
Sn readinefs. 

'This was aH that otcurred wdrthy tidfiCfc, in 
the Vkt concluded the thirtiefli t«f January 

i^ SECTION 
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SECTION V. 

Containing an Account of the Revolutitmi and of thf 
Steps which immediately led to it. 

IN the preceding fe&ions, I have endeavoured 
to give a fuccinft view of the ftate of affairs in 
Sweden, during the two Diets immediately ante- 
cedent to that in which the late Revolution was 
accomplifhed. 

The defigns of the court, the nature of the par- 
ties, the intrigues of the foreign minifters, and 
the different objeds of the powers who employed 
them, were all points with which it was necefiary 
the reader fiiould be made acquainted, in order to 
enable hirri to fee into the true fources of the great 
event which followed. 

It may not be requifite to recapitulate thefe, 
only let it be remembered, that the intention of 
France had now for fome time been to overturn 
the Conftitution o( Sweden j that of England and 
Ruffia, to preferve it. 

It did not, however, appear that the court of 
Verfailles had as yet determined in what manner 
this revolution was to be brought about. 

During the preceding Diet the French party 
had been foiled in all their attempts to effecSt fuch 
a change by means of the ftates thcmfelves. A 
method, which from being the moft fecure, was 
the moft agreeable to the difpofition of the late 
R 4 king. 
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king. Thofc people who thought the members 
of the Diet fufficiently corrupt to have been 
bribed into any meafures, did not attribute to 
their virtue the prefervation of their form of go- 
vernment ; but imagined they had been as well 
paid for doing their duty, as they could have 
been for betraying their truft. 

Defeated in her expeftation of being able to 
accomplifh her point by means of corruption 
alone, it became neceflary for France to make ufe 
of fome other mode more likely to be attended 
with fuccefs. That of efFefting a revolution by 
force, appeared, from the temper of the Swedes, 
by no means imprafticable. But the gentle pa- 
cific dilpofition of Adolphus Frederick was ill 
adapted to an undertaking of this fort. He was 
befides a foreigner; the nation would not confe- 
quently have had that confidence in him, which 
they might have placed in a prince born and bred 
among them. 

Poflefled of every virtue which, adorns private 
life, but unacquainted with that ambition which 
thirds after power, he was devoid of the fpirit of 
' enterprize, which ufually accompanies it. Form- 
. ^4 for domeftick happinefs, his paternal feelings 
would not have fufFered him to take any ftep, 
which, if unfucc^fsful, might involve his family in 
ruin. It was only after much felicitation that 
fome time before the laft Diet he had ventured 
upon that of abdicating the crown ; and as he 
advanced in years, he feemed anxious only for 

trapquilUty and repofe. 
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During the life, therefore, of Adolphus Frede- 
rick, the court of Verfailles could have little ex* 
peftation of being allowed to attempt by force 
my change in the conftitution of Sweden. 

In the mean time a Ihew of .military prepara-r 
tions was carried on there, in order to fulfil the 
aflurances given by the Swedilh minifter at the 
Ottoman Porte, and to deceive the Turks into an 
idea of Sweden's making a diverfion in their fa- 
vour; by which it was prefumed they would be 
induced to prolong the war with Ruflia. 

The delay at this time of the Danilh court in 
fending jpiack their minifter. who had been.abfent 
nine months, gave. the French party in Sweden 
room to flatter themfelves with the hopes of a 
change of fyftem in Denmark, which might bring 
about the old French projeft, mentioned on a 
former occafion, of ^n alliance between the Swedes 
4nd the Danes againft Ruflia, under the direftion 
and fupport of France. 

Great expeftations were likewife formed by 
them from the event of the Prince Royals jour- 
ney to Paris, - which he had at this period under- 
taken. A vifit that W4s then fuppofed to be made 
at the exprefs defire of the duke de Choifeuil, in 
order that the young prince might confer with 
that minifter, upon me^ns of changing the Swe- 
difti government into a more abfolute one, as 
well as to eftablifli a French fyftem there upon a 
more folid foundation. 

On the other hand, the Caps having defeated 
fhc chief objefts of th^ir antagonifts during the 

preced- 
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preceding Dict^ M^re oo wife ^lanwcd either atthe 
prefeat ^fituatio© of things, pr at the fchemes which 
the French party appeared to be meditating for 
the future. 

They were fenfible the difpoCtioh of the kte 
king wouM, during his life at ledl, fecure the 
conftitution from being overturned by violence ; 
and though the Hats had put themfdves in pof- 
fcflion of the adminiftration, and of aH the prin- 
. cip4 pofts of the kingdom, yet the fenfe of the 
nation was evidently againft them. 

This waTs owing to two caufes. Firft, Becaufe 
the people were folly convinced of their own ina- 
bility to fupport a war with Rtiffia, which they 
perceived the leading party, out of corr^ment to 
France, aimed at producing : Secondly, Bccaufe 
they h^d been highly difgufted with the laft men- 
tipned power, on account of the chicaneries and 
delays which the court of Verfailks had fo often 
put in pradtice, with refpe<5t to the payment of 
jthe arrears. 

The EngUfli and Ruffian minifters did not fail 
ip lay down a proper plan to improve this difpo- 
fition in the nation, and to fecure the mpft deci- 
jive majority in the next JDiet that Ihould be af- 
iembled. 

They ohferved that France feemed ftartled at 
the e^^nce with which the conteft was likely to 
be attended. And they judged it very probable 
that rf her party was not more fuccel^ful ^^ a fu- 
ture Diet, than they had hitherto been with relpect 
to the points Ihe was ddfirous of obtaining, fhe 
would Altogether withdraw her fupport from that 
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party, and watch for feme opporttmity vAien fh# 
mi^t effeft by force, ^at Ihe was unsMe to mc^ 
complifh in a lefs hazardous way. 

The dcjfigns of France ^amft the cotftitutioft 
were well known, for theyliad been in iuae^aaoMf 
fure' avowed. TWs had awakjeoed the jeaJoufy trf 
fuch of the Hat party as were defirous ito prcScrift 
the form of government <^ntire,however they mij^ 
otherwHe be attached «© the Fueiich fyftem; and 
it confirmed the Caps in the opinion, diat they 
had no other way of fecuring their conftitutian 
from the dangers wi^h wiiich it was rireatened, 
than that of throwing diemfelves into xke arms'df 
England and Ruffia. 

It was expected that wr^ixght iipon by dncir 
fears, the Cap party -might be induced at the bh- 
fuing Diet, to accede to die i^Uiance propofei to 
them by die EngHfti and Ruffian minifters, with- 
out infilling upon the point of the fiabfidy, which 
hitherto proved the onfly bbftacle to prevent that 
alliance from taking place. 

England and Ruflia were in that cafe to guaran- 
tee to Sweden her form of governmeiit ; and the 
^and northern league, the formation of which 
was the undoubted intereft of Great Britain, would 
probably have been tlie €Orffeqiiencei<rf* the union 
of thefe three powers. 

Such was the fituation of things in Sweden 
when the death of the late king* gave a new face 
*o the dffaifts (d^Tiai country* 

^ la ^efamtry, ij^u 
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This event threatened to prore as fatal to 
Ac views of the Cap party, as it appeared fa- 
vourable to thofe of the friends of France. It 
removed the chief obftacle which had hitherto 
prevented the cabinet of Verfailles from purfuing 
the objeft of effcfting by force a change in the 
Swedifh conftitution, and confequently deprived 
.the friends of England and Ruffia of their prin- 
.'dpal fccurity> that no fuch atterppt would he 
made before they were fufficiently guarded 
againft it» 

/ The prince royal was at Paris at the time of 
ibis father's death, where he was endeavouring 
to obtain certain points from that court, con- 
•cefning which the Swedifh adminiftration had 
-hitherto rcmonftrated in vain. The acquifition 
(of the regal dignity, by giving a new confequence 
-to the royal negociator, gave an ynexpefted 
foccefs. to the negociajion itfelf. 

The French court agreed to pay Sweden a mil- 
lion and a half of liv^es annually, and it was no 
-longer a queftion whether Ihe would furnifh mo- 
ney to fupport her friends at the ^nfuing Diet,* 
' '" ■■ . . Accordil^ 

: • Lieutenant General Count SchefFer^ who on this occa- 
£on was difpatched by the fenate to compliment his ma^ 

, jeily on hisacceffion, by a piece of addrefs obtained from tlie 
French court a cohfidcrable part of the arrears fo long due to 

" Sweden. , - 

It was night when tT^t eount arrived ^t Verfailles^, fo 

acquaint the late king of France with the death of Frederic 

Adolphus ; and as his majefty had retired to his bedchamberj 

it was with fome difficulty the count gained admittance to 

'" him : 
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According to . the new form of government, a> 
new Diet was to be convoked within thirty 
days from the death of. the king; but on ac- 
count of the prince's ahfencc, and in order to 
enable him to compleat whatever might remain 
unfettled between him and the court of France, 
the fenate did ndt appoint an aflembly of the 
ftates till the June following. 

This delay was fortunate for the Caps, as it 
gave the Britifh and Ruffian minifters time to 
exert themfelves during the abfence of the young 
king, in order to procure a majority at the ap- 
proaching Diet. 

It was then obvious this Biet was to deter- 
mine the fate of the Swedifli forai of government, 
and that if the friends of France obtained an 
afcendency in it, the partizans of England and 
Ruffia would never again be- able to make a 
ftand againft the French intereft, fince the change 
the court of Verfailles defigned to make in the 

him: he then abruptly informed his majefty of the death of 
the king of Sweden. By the anexpe6tednefs of the vifit at 
ib unufnal an konr, the old king was taken by furprize^ be- 
fore he could have any previous confultation with his 
miniflers ; and the nature of the intelligence appeared 
highly to afFed him. Count SchefFer feized upon that mo- 
ment to paint to his majefty the deplorable iituation of the 
finances of Sweden^ and the diftreifes confequent upon it^ to 
which that country had been reduced ; adroitly iniinuating 
that this was altogether owing to the non-payment of the 
French arrears. In the iituation of mind into which the king 
had been thrown, the eloquence of the count could not fail 
to have due weight ; and accordingly his majefty gave him 
his word he would next day order his minifters to fatisfy the 
Swediih demands. 

6 Swedifljf 
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Swedifh conftitqtiojn, would infallibly dcpriVtf 
them of' the means of oppofing that intercJftTof 
the future. 

Accordingly the Caps were fo f!renuous iit 
their efforts on this occafion, and fo pov^er- 
fblly fupported by the Britifh and RulSian mi- 
nifters, that after the efeftions had taken place, 
there appearfed among the three inferior orders JT 
confiderable majority of that party. 

In the mean time the young kfng wrote w 
die mod gracious terms to the fenate, approv- 
ing of all the fteps they had taken, and repeat- 
edly affuring them that he defigned to govertt 
* according to the laws. 

The language held by the French party, was 
alfo that no attempt would be made upon the 
cpnftitution J that they only meant to procure 
the payment of the arrears due to them from 
JPtznce; but that they would do nothing to 
obtain them which could juftly offend any other 
power* 

This was calculaM;ed wholly to abal^ the op*^ 
pofitioh madb to them,, and t& kmp tkeadkhfa^ 
in the adminiftration till they had rtihidrf the 
other party, which would li^ve fet them at liberty 
u> ad flftcrtir^ds accocdin^ to ^ ibggeflioQ^ 
of France. 

His Swedifli majefty in his way from Parfsi 
paid a vifit to his uncle the king of^ pruflia, and 
gav^ him the ftcongefl affurances of bis pacific 
intentions, and of his ^ddire to go?iren» wccosikig 
to the laws of his country, witftbtit aiming in the 
Jcaft at any augmentation of his authority. ERs 
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Frefcatt- majwfty* ^?^tS^ the M^eft fkhfeftiort' 
at tteife (tectaratktfjs, aftd ftr<>ftgly-mebi*nmertdfcd 
it td his nephew to perfevew ift thofc Jnten^bfis :^ 
imw^iatefy ali»w^^ the king fet dtf for ' 
Stockhoki^ Wh€^6 he arrived about the end of 

Since the e^ablJfemeht of the late form of 
go^^erament m the year 1720, the Swedes had 
hitherto- beheld only foreigners 6n the throne, 
Frederic the Firft, and Frederic Adolphirs; 
princes who neither of them had ^ny hereditary 
claim to the crown, and who both were confe- 
quentiy indebted for the dignity they enjoyed 
to the free election of the people they governed: 
who therefore could not concerve they pbffeffed 

* It has been a generally received opinibn that the king of. 
P^ffialsad noinconfiderabk fhare in btiAgtag albeut thelsM 
reitotutioi^. But the reverie of this is the trath. 

When the king pf Sweden amved at Bruniwick, on hk 
road to Stockholm, he wrote a letter to the king of Pruilk, in 
i^^nth he acquainted him, that he had come Co far in the in- 
tmtiofr 0f paying his court at Berlin ; but that afairs^ wer« 
fo preffing for his return to Sweden, that it would be impoS^ 
ble for him to have that fatisfa^on. As fi)on as the king 
of Pruffia received this letter, he fent to prince Henry, telling 
him, that he fuppofed his nephew was diverted from feeing 
hkh by the infinnations of Prance ; that it mull appear ex- 
traor^naiy in <he eyel of aH Europe, that he fliould have 
betft fmce at Bmnfwkk withoat going to Berlin ; and th«ce«^ 
fore he .recommended it ;tathe prince, who knew t^ yonng 
khig*s charader better than he did, to write a proper letter 
upon the occafion, which fhould be delivered into his Swedilh 
Mtif^fi own hand; 

This was accord iagly done^ and on th< receipt of iSnt 
{nncoV Ulter ^ kj^if t oit (at Pot£lam. . 

any 
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any rig^t to a greater flure of poyftt than tfaar 
people had allotted to themi and who unexped^ 
edly finding a fcepter placed in their hands^ muft 
naturally have confidered the external honours 
paid to royalty as an acquifition of no finall im-^ 
portance ; an acquifition fufficiently dazzling to 
thofe not accuftomed from their childhood to look 
forwards to itj to make them forget in the fplen- 
dor of a crown, how little real power that c^ 
Sweden conferred upon the wearer. 

It was to thefe circuaif):ances perhaps that thr 
Swedifh conflitution partly owed its fafety during 
the reigns of the above-mentioned monarchss but 
from the temper and difpofitions of thofe princer 
it Irkewife derived fecurity. 

The charafter of Frederic Adolphus has been 
already given ; and that of Frederic the Firfl lb 
far bore a refemblance to it, that he was equally" 
incapable of any enterprize which required a fpi- 
rit of intrigue to carry it into execution -, and 
equally averfe to diflurb the tranquillity of his 
reign, by any violent attempts to increafc his^ 
authority. 

It was perhaps only under two luch monarch^ 
as thefe, that the Swedifh form of government, 
defeftive and corrupted as it was, could poffibly 
have fubfifted fo long.— rBut in his prefent ma- 
jcfly of Sweden, the fon and fuccefTor of Frederic 
Adolphus, his' fubjefts beheld a prince of a very 
different genius. 

Guflavus the Third was about five and twenty 
when he was proclaimed king of Sweden. 

From his mother, the pefent qiieen dowser, 
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filer to tht kiisg of Pruflia^ he feems to inkeric 
the ipirit and abilities of his uficki from his( fa* 
riiCTj diat benevolence <^ heart, which ilill rtn^ 
dera the memory of Frederic Adolphus dear to 
the Swedes. 

Bora with talents that would have reficfted 
kiftre on any rank, but peculiarly fuit^d to the 
exalted one he was deftlned to hold ; his natural 
endowmenta were cultivated to the higheft pitch, 
by an education the moft finilhed, and nioft 
nieely adapted to a Ikuation, which would pro- 
bably one day require their fuUeft exertion. 

By a graceful and commanding oratory, the 
moft ci^ivad^g manner and infinuating addrefs, 
he caiught the hearts of thofe who beheld him 
otAf in public s by an extent of knowledge and 
<$epth of judgm^t, be excited the admiration of 
:foch as had an opportunity of being nearer hit 
pcrfon. But neither of thefe could as yet fufpeft 
him of that genius for intrigue, of that bold and 
enterprizing fpirit wbidi have fince diftinguiflied 
him; neither could hope that fuch a genius, 
wliilft it was exerted to promote the particular inte^ 
refts of the prince who poffefled it, ihould yet neVer 
lofe fight dl the happinefs of the pediplej that 
Ittch a fpim ihould be under the diredion of pru- 
dence, and in its courfe be marked by a modern 
tion as amiaUe as it is rare. 

Negleftful of pleafures, yet not averfe to the»v 
without being diflTipated, he tafted the amufements 
of 3/ court} and in the midft of the clofcft appiica?- 
tion to ftudy, retained all that graceftd cafe which 
i)ualifie$ to ihine in a circle. He cultivated witk 
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equal fuccefs the arts of goverHing, and of pleaf* 
iog; and knew alike how to gain the rtfpe&f 
and win upon the affe&ions of his future (ytb* 
jcfts. 

Under the appearance of the moft difinterefted 
patriotifm^ ah Ambition great aa his talents, lay . 
concealed : and covered by a zeal for the y^elfare 
of his fubjefts, his defigns upon, their liberties 
might have efcaped the penetration of the moft 
fagacious. 

Such were the talents> fuch the ambition of* 
prince deftined to wield a fceptre, that could af- 
{otd no fcope for the one, no gratification to the 
other. Who, mailer of every popular art> was 
in a popular government, to fubmit to the ca- 
price of a fenate, or the didates of a foreign mi* 
nifter: who, fully equal to the talk of governing 
others, was to be himfelf allowed jio will of his 
own; and who, poffe0cd of the hearts of his 
people, was to be their kii^ only in name $ was. 
to content himfelf with the gaudy trappings of 
royalty, which he defpifedj and was to refrain 
from grafping at that power which f(»rmed the firft 
objed of his wiihcs. 

Nothing could exceed the demonftrations of 
joy teftified by the people at the arrival of 
the king at Stockholm, but the amiable affa- 
bility with which he received all who approi^ched 
him. No conduft could be better calculated to 
extend his popularity to the remoteft parts of his 
dominions, than that which he adopted. 

Three times a week he regularly gave audience 

to all who prelented themfelves. It; required 
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heitKer rank, fortune, or intcrefi to obtain accfefs 
to him ; it was fufKcient 'to have been injured, 
aiid to have a legal caufe of connfiaint to lay 
before him. He liftened to the meancft of his 
fubjedts with the dignity of a fovercign indeed, 
but at th« fame time with the tendemefs of a pa- 
rent. He entered into the minuteft details that 
concerned them; he informed himfelf of theit 
private affairs j and feemed to take all that in-' 
tereft in their happinefs which is fo grateful to 
the unfortunate^ and fo rarely to be met with in 
perfons, whole elevated ftation place them in a 
manner beyond the reach, or even the knowledge 
o( the fufferings of the lower claflcs of man-^ 
kind. 

Wh^ft ft jfbvereign condefcended to caifes like 
thefe, he dould not fail to be confidered as the 
father of his people. In the wannth of their 
gratitude, they forgot that motives of ambition' 
might have had fome fhare in forming a condu6t 
which to them appeared to proceed whdly from 
the pufeft beiievoiencei a conduft^ in which the 
tcnof of his majefty's aftions has indeed proved 
he confulted his feelings, but which has likewifc 
been fince proved hy the event, to have been the 
wifeft he could have chofen for the purpofe of 
carrying the defign he meditated into execu-' 
tion. 

If his Swcdiih majefly aimed thus fuccefsfulljr 
at popularity, he likewife endeavoured to perfuade 
the leading men of the kingdom into an opinion 
of his fincere and inviolable attachment to the . 
conftitution of his country > of his being perfeftlf 

S % fatisfied 
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fatisficd with the fliare of power that conftitudon 
had allotted to him ; and took every opportuiiity 
to declare that he confidered it ai His great^ 
gjiory to be the firft citizen of a free p^pie. 

Hefeemed intent only on banifliing. comiptkmj 
and promoting union j he declared he would be 
of no party but that of the nation; and that he 
would ever pay the moft implicit QJpiedieace to 
whatever the Diet Ihould enaft, 

Thefe profeflions created fufpicions amon^ a 
few, but they lulled the many into a fatal fecuri^. 
Thofe however who poflfefled a grea^ter Ihare oi 
penetration, thought his majefty promifed too 
much to be in e^neftj and notwithfta^iding he 
maintained an outward appearance of imparti^Bty, 
they could not help obferving that all his favour- 
ites were of the French party, as well ^ that the 
whole adminiftration was at the beck (rf the cmirt 
^f Verfail^es. 

. It was evident; to the friends of England and 
Ruilia, that they had in Guf):avus ^ more forrpida^ 
ble opponent to contend with than they had zs, 
yet encountered, fince thofe powers firft inter-- 
fered in the interior policy of Sweden. 

Shortly after the king's arrival at Stockholm, 
the court of France, which had lately employed 
only minifters of the fecond order in Sweden, 
now fent an ambaffador* thither, which was a 
fufficient proof of the importance of the commif- 

• Mr. de Vergennes who joft before had been Ambaffador 
at Conftantinople, a worthy and refpe6lable man. He is now 
miniUcr for the department of foreign affairs at Paris* 
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lion with Mich he Wis charged. A minifter from 
Spain foon after made his appearance there : this 
feemed to threaten the openirfg of a new fource 
of affiftance from Madrid, to fupport the caufe 
and friends of France in the approaching Diet. 

X{i the mean time the Englilh and Ruffian mi- 
jfiifters were indefatigable in their endeavours to 
guard againft thofe defigns of the Swedifh court, 
which they had long known were in agitation, 
and which froni fiich formidable preparations ap- 
peared to be haftenihg fo maturity. 

It was impoffible t6 oppofe thefe with effeft, 
but by a fpeedy coriclulion of the treaty of alliance 
between England, Ryffia, and Sweden, which wa^ 
to form the balls of the projected northern league. 
As long as aii adrtiiniftration devoted to France, 
and warmly Ibppbrted by the king of Sweden 
continued in power, no riegociation for this pur- 
pofe could be renewed. 

The firft ftep therefore that it was necefiary 
for them to take, was to procure the difmifflon 
of a majority of the fcnators, who were all in the 
Ffeftch intereft, and to place the adminiftration 
in the hands of thofe who had proved themfelves 
the ftaunch friends of the Englilh and kuffian 
fyftem. 

This being accomplifhed, they might leave the 
i*emainder of their plan to be compleated by the 
apprehenfioris which the gradual difclofing of 
the intentions of his Swedifh majefly could not 
fail t* excite, not only among the Caps, but even 
fuch of the Mats as were not difpofed, however 
Otherwife Attached to France, to purchafe a con- 
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ocaion with that power at the expence of thfir 
conftitution. 

On the other hand, the king eafily penetrated 
into th^ views of his opponents, and by the mof^: . 
artful policy endeavoured to defeat them. 

On the opening of the Diet the Caps appeared 
to have the nioft decifive majority in the three 
inferior orders. In the Koufe of nobles it is true 
the Hats had the fuperiority, and of courfe the 
marfhal of the Diet was of that party, which af- 
terwards proved a point of great confequence , 
tp the Jdng, But in the fecret committee, all 
the members taken from the* order of Byrgh- 
crs were of the Cap party j and there were only* 
four Hats among thofe chofen by the clergy. 

That committee, as was obferved on a former 
occafion, pofleffed abfolute power in what fel^te4 
to foreign affairs, and in ^ great degree direfted 
all the operations of the ftates. Their refolution? 
generally becanie the afts of the Piet ; and con- 
lequently the Englifh and Ruffian intereft having 
the afcendency in that body, the king muft have 
ibon perceived that his influence in it would be 
proportionably fmall. 

This fituation was certainly truly critical, 
Should the Caps become maflers of the Diet, an 
event he had every reafon to apprehend, the dif- 
tnjffion of all his friends and partizan3 from every 
office of truft and power, would be the infallible 
confequence. This would probably be immedi- 
ately followed by the completion of that tres^y 
with Ruffia and England, by which his hopfes c^ 
fubverting the conftitution WQuld be cut off for 
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ever, as the contrafting parties were to be guaran- 
tees for its fafcty. 

The Hats indeed had a great majority in the 
houfe of nobles, but even that party was by no 
means at his Majefty's devotion. Oh the con- 
.trary, inftead of having any reli^ce upon their 
fupporting bim, he appeared to derive his princi- 
pal confequerice from his adhering to tbem. 

Their leaders had too long fed on the bounties 
of France, to be eafily prevailed upon to yield 
up their title to them, by confenting to any ma- 
terial change in the conftitution. It was only 
in virtue of the power which that conftitution 
had v^fted in them, that they poffefled any claim 
to the favours of the court of Verfailles. The 
fubverfion of it would therefore deftroy all their 
hopes of obtaining future emoluments from tht 
fame quarter. 

Only a few friends perfonally attached to the 
king, were ready to co-operate with him in what- 
ever he fhould undertake ; but their number was 
fo fmall, they could hardly be denominated a 
third party in the Diet; neither did they afibmie 
the appearance of one, by ading in any manner 
from themfelves. 

Hardly feated. on the throne, the. affedlions of 
his fubjefts as yet untried, ignorant of the dilpo- 
Ikion of the foldiery, and fome parts of his plan 
not ripe for execution, his majefty was obliged to 
aft with all the caution and deliberation that the 
delicacy of his fituation required. 

It was -not fufficient for his purppfe that the 

bulk of the nation had for fome time viewed the 
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coadu& of their governors with a fiknt and fidlefi 
difcontent. It was neceffary to hare tkeir indi^ 
nation fofficiefitly kindled co mifce tkem take an 
z£tW€ part in f^^veur of their fovereign) in caie his 
firik attempt fhouki prO^e abortive. In their af* 
ibiftions only he might ground his future fecarity, 
ihould the bldw he n^editated to ftrike mi& It's 
aim ; but it wa$ by roufing their coyrage and 
calling their zeal into a£i:ion> that he could alone 
hope to be furaifhed with the metot of repeating 
it afterwards with more fuccefe. 

Patience and fubmi(HoA hive been hmg the 
chara£teriftic$ of the lower clais of the Swedes, 
They u€ not confequcntly cafily nMfved tQ re* 
fiftance ^ and though it was probable they would 
not oppoie a change in their conftitutioni it was 
not to be txpeOi^ they wotiW contribute to it, 
unlefs their minds had been previatifly prepared 
£ov the purpofe whii^ would require both ma^ 
nagement and time to efieft. 

Hence the king perceived, on the one hamd>,the 
ha^iard he rani ihould he precipitate the execution 
of his fch^meSi on the other, the afcwidency the 
friends of England and Ituffia had acquired in the 
Piet, feemcd to render delay equally dangerous*. 

Th«S circumftanccd, he purfued the conduct 
which might have been expedcd from his pru-^ 
dence, hi(i judgment, and his penetration. A con* 
duft which deceived all parties, and imperceptibly 
promoted his own ends, as much as it was calcu«* 
latcd to defeat theirs. 

As the depofiflon of the fcnate would be one 
tf the feft ^}*^ of the Caps, it became necefr 
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"fy^hr the king to endeavow to prati«ft> if hte 
could not prevent their &te. On this accotint k 
was requifite diat the Diet thcycAd be rendered* as 
inadive as p<M£Ue> hj throwing difficulties in tkb 
way of every tranfaAion, which in the ufoal 
coiarfe of bufinefe was to^ precede that me*- 
fore. 

- One of the flrft points gone into by the ftstea 
after their meeting was, that of regulatihg thfc 
dl!uranec^ which were to be figned by his majefty 
previous to his <!oronatioh. * 

This created a difpute between the houfe of nob- 
bles and the other orders. A coolnefe had for 
fottte time before fubfifted between them, owing 
to a very imprudent ftep taken by the fenat6 thb 
preceding funin«r» 

Upon a particul^ oocafion they had laid it dowft 
M a maxim, that all the great offices of the ftatc 
were to be filled by the nobHity onl^. The in^- 
ferior order aflerted that this was direftly contwy 
» the fundamental laws of the conftitution;, and 
that every man of merit of whatfoever rank, was 
eligible to the higheft offices j and they were even 
much difpctfed to decide that a burgher might be 
a fenator. 

Contenticftis of this fort in a free ftate, have 
been ever fatal to liberty 5 and one great defeft 
in the Swedilh form of government was, that iA 
its own nature it was peculiarly liaWe to them. 

To widen this bre^stfih between the houfe of 
hobles and the Other orders, became evidently 
the iittcreft of the court party, from its tendency 
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,t6 ere&te chat ina^Uvity in the Di^tj Which was 
:fo favourable to thq views of the King; 

Notwithilanding that it is to be prefumed hb 
majefty fecretly fcnneated this dilunion among the 
itates^ he had the art bdwever at mkcc to reap 
every advanuge he could derive from it» and at 
the fame time to acquire in the eyes of the na- 
;tion all the merit of endeavouring to heal divifi-- 
ons fo prejudicial to the ftate. 

With a paternal care he appeared fblicitous 
only to reconcile the di£ferent parties to each 
otber^ whom he amufed by repeated propofals for 
an accommodation between thcm^ which he will 
knew could not^ nor never in reality wilhed fhould 
take place : yet his diicourfes wore fuch an air 
of fincerity, he feemed animated by fo warm a 
zeal for ^e happinefs of his people^ appeared fo 
indifferent to his own intcrcfts, and fo indefati- 
gable in ufing every means which could in wf 
ihape promote union among the members of the 
Diet, that it was hardly poflible to penetrate into 
his real intentions. 

" If/' faid he in the conclufion of. one of his 
fpeeches, ^^ my intentions were lefs pure, lefi in- 
*^ nocent, lefs fincerc ; if my heart was. not filled 
" with the moft tender love for my, country; for 
*^ its independence, its^ liberty, its glory, and iti 
•* happinefs ; I might quietly have watched my 
^'opportunity, and after the example of othct 
" kings, my predcceflors, have feized the occa* 
" fion to take advantage of their divifions, at 
•^^ the cxpeftce of their liberty and their laws/* 
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Such was thclanguagc held by the kii^. He 
even went a ftep farther. He fent to the Englilb 
isuid Ruffian miniftcrs, to know whether by their 
means a union of the parties could* not be 
brought about. 

His majefly likewife fet many negociations on 
foot for this purpofe, which could answer no other 
end than to expofe the conduft of the ftates to 
the nation, and place his own in the moft amiable 
point of view. By the one, he was fure to add . 
to his popularity 5 by the other, he hoped to 
create among the people a diflike to their form of 
government, - 

The point in difpute between the houfe of no- 
bles and the other, orders, was, whether any addi- 
tion Ihould be made to the affurances which had 
been figned by the late king in 175 1. 

The latter afferted that as many new laws had 
taken place jQnce that period, it was necejQTa- 
ry fpme notice fhould be tal^en of them in the 
affurances his prefent majefty was to give. The 
former infifted that thofe Ihould remain as they 
w^re. Both parties adhered pertinacioufly to their 
opinion, and the confequence w^s that a ftop was, 
in a great meafure, py t to the proceedings of the 
Diet. 

The lower orders had certainly on this occafion 
juft grounds for complaint, and perhaps to fuf- 
peft the fincerity of the king. What had been 
refolved upon by thrpe of the orders, could not, 
Recording to the form of government, any longer 
Jbe confidered as a matter in difpute, but ought 
immjsdiately to have paffed into a law. This the 
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nobles had evaded by endeavouring to fertdef^hc 
prefent cafe, one of thofe in which the iinanimox& 
confcnt of the four orders was requifite. * 

They aflferted that their privilege would be at- 
tacked by fomc of the additions which the infe- 
rior orders propofed to make to the king^s aflur- 
ances. His majefty therefore by taking advantage 
' of this evafion, and refiifing to fign the afflirances 
without the concurrence of the nobles, rendered it 
tolerably evident, that he was not altogether lb 
anxious to fee union eftablllhed among the ftates, 
as he endeavoured to have his fubjefts imagine. 

There was another reafon ftillftrortger for their 
entertaining this opinion. The Caps had eveii ia 
the houfe of nbbles a very confiderable party. 
The king's friends in that houfe could have turned 
the majority^ ih favour of the Cap party by aban- 
doning the ttats. Confequently it was in his Ma- 
Jefty's power at any time to have had the concur- 
rence of that houfe to the aflurances which he 
declared himfelf fo ready to fign, if fuch cOncur- 
-rence could be obtained. 

In this manner was the Diet rendered inaftlve, 
^nd its operations fufpended ; fo that diough the 
ftates had been affembled in June, it was wot tifl 
the February following, that is, tilf eight months 
after, that the aflftrrances were finally regdated 
and figncd by his Majefty. 

The obftinacy of the lower orders not to ftrifer 
any alteration to be made in them, together with 
the inability of the leaders of the Caps to gadn a 
tti^ority in th^ boxtfe of nobles had even then ren- 
dered this • a pdtft of the utmoft difficulty i and 
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lubong at length accomplilhtd< was altogetMf 
owing to the pmdsnce and moderation of a few 
of the chiefs of the Hat party, who became appjre<» 
henfire of fome material breach in the conjdity- 
tutioni fhould the confufion in public affairs con* 
tinue much longer. They tbcsdbre aflifted the 
Ca{2S on this occafion in canyiiig the affiirancea 
tiitoiigh the houfe of noblfis. 

But this confWioa had alrea^ kfted fuflkienl-^ 
ly long tx> make an inqprefflon on the pec^lcf ta 
C9^pofe the dfifc£U of tl^ form of goremmcnc ; to 
ihciB^ the ^nfitieiice thai: fore^ powers had ac« 
quired ia the I>iet> and to diipkiy the vifdomi, the 
difutteteftedn^is> and patriotifin of die king» wh» 
h^ ib oft$#> though m vain> oflSsred his media** 
lapn to acconrnxio^te i^ difputes which agitated. 
^ Dku It bad been of fuffident duration t» 
<MB^b)j^ his oikajefty^ fecretly to take many of thofit 
ftept which were prepsjratory to the blow he iji-!^ 
tended to ftnke. 

No methflids had been in the mean tinoe left 
untried to foment the jealou&s which fubli(led[ 
l^ecween the differrat orders^ and if poffible tfy 
' being tiicm to an open breach^ iThere were emif- 
fanes likewife planted in every part of the king* 
d:CHn, for the purpole of (owing difcontent ameiig^ 
the inhabitants 5 of rendering them difaffefted t<y 
tiie eftablilbdd governmentj and of exciting them 
to an infuiTe£tioft. 

> The affair of the affiirances being thus deter^ 
mined, the next point gone into by theftates, was,' 
an enquiry inte^ t?he cenduft gf the fenate fincc the 
Uft Diet. The fccrct deputation appointed for 
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thSi purpofe did not finifli thefa^ eiE^bmnadon t3f 
the end of March ^ the refuk of waich was, that/ 
the fenators had forlcited the ccmfidence of thci 
ftatet, and the three inferior orders came to a re^ 
Iblution, to depofe diem. alL 

This war a refolution equally yialcrtt, itfipoli-^ 
tic> and unjuft; and was entered into by the C^p 
party, in direft oppofition to the advice of die 
wiieft of their own leaders, as well as that c^the 
foreign miniflrrs who ftipported them. In com- 
mon prudence they Ihould have obferved fome 
nflieafures with the Hats, and have difmiifed fuch 
a number of them only from the fenate ; as would 
be fufficient to fecure to themfelves a majority* in 
that body. It was certainly the height of folly 
in them to render the other party defperatc, at a 
time they knew a defign was formed againft dieir 
conftitution, and to make the Hats indifferent txt 
its fate by leaving them no intereft in its prdfer-' 
vation. Had indeed this ftep been taken at the' 
commencement of the Diet, the confequcnccs of 
cxafpcrating that party, might not then have been' 
cqusdly fatal. But after a delay of ten mondiSy 
chiefly occafioned by the obftinacy of the thrw - 
lower orders; a delay d* which the king had 
taken every advantage to prepare for the execu- 
tion of his plan, which he had now nearly brought^ 
to maturity; it was perhaps impofllble for thc^ 
Caps to have made choice of a conduft better cat' 
culated to accelerate the revolution they intended 
to guard ^ainft. This, therefore, may be con-t , 
fidered as one of ?he principal caufes of the extra-. 
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ordinaiy facility witK which that Revolution wai 
. brought about* 

The faft was, that the lower orders rfthe Cap 
party, finding themfclves completely matters of the 
Diet, became intoxicated with their fuccefs. They 
were no longer to be governed by the councils 
•which the abilities of the Britiih envoy and count 
Ofterman had hitherto diftated to them, and to. 
V which they were chiefly indebted for the fupcrio- 
rlty they had obtained over their opponents. 

Tranfported by their animofity towards the ad-' 
verfe party, by their greedinefs of emolument and 
thirjfl:' for power, they fet no bounds to their de- 
fires, no limits to their, demands. Nothing left 
would fatisfy them than the total exchifion of the 
Hats from every office of profit, truft, or dignity. 
In the violence of thefe purfuits they forgot there 
was one point at leaft in which many of that par-* 
ty coincided with them in opinion; naniely, that 
the conftitiition fliould be prefervcd. They for-v 
got the dangers with which that was threatened,' 
and how much they would ftand in need of the af- 
fillance of the oppofite party to enable them tm 
avert the ftroke by which it was likely to fall. 

The king, whofe fagacity nothing could efcapc, 
whofe vigilance never failed to feizc upon every 
circumftance which could promote his ends, in- 
ftantly faw the folly of the Caps, and loft not 4 
moment to take advantage of it. 

At that moment it furnilhed matter of furprize^ 
that the refolution of the three inferior orders rela- 
tive to the depofition of the fenators, fhould b« 
immediately agreed to by the houfc of nobles. It 
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^Vfts Mpe^ed diat thi$ meafure woukl have beea 
moft violently oppofed by the court porty^ and 
ike fuccefe of the Caps on this occailon in all the 
four ordcnii was coniidered as a final overthrow 
cf the French and Hat intereft. But it ihould 
i^tther have been attributed to that refined policy 
which direded the c6ndu£t of his SwedifL vtxt- 
jcfty. 

. The prefervation of a fenate in the Hat interefi: 
was now no longer an objc£t with the king» what- 
ever it might have been at the commencement of 
the Diet. It had been only neceflary for hina to 
prevent for a time the eltablifhment of a Cap ad** 
xniniiljation. In this he had fucceeded. The 
more violent the Caps ^terwards became in their 
meafurcs againft the other party, the Ids likely 
were his nugefty's defigns to meet with the oppo« 
lition he might otherwifc have apprehended, from 
liich of the Hats as had hitherto declared them* 
felves warm friends to the conftitution. To fee 
ihem ftript of their offices, deprived of their 
power, and in a manner profcribed by their anta- 
gonifts, was what, perhaps, at the prelcnt junc- 
ture, he would fecretly have wished. It could not 
fail to render the Hats, in fome degrees, depen- 
dent upon himfelf, and teach them to look uip to 
him alone for fupport. 

Some fteps had indeed been already made ap- 
parently with this view. In the preceding Decem- 
ber it had been nodfied to the Hat party, that all 
pecuniary affiftaxrce was from that time to ceafe. 
This naturally created great diflatisfaftion among 
them^ as many of them had no other refource to 
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^mble them to attend the Diet, but what thfcy* 
derived from money given them by their leaders. 
However, all poffible pains were taken to pacify 
them, by promifes of favour and advancement 
irom the king. 

The Hats then not only perceived thcfmfelves 
on the point of being deprived of all their power 
and influence for the prefent, but that every future 
expeftation of their being reftored to either would 
infallibly be deftroyed, fhould the plan of the 
Britilh and Ruffian minifters take place* They 
forefaw that this would be the coilfequence of 
their being fupplanted by a Cap admlniftratiort. 
They knew that unfupj)0rted by France they 
would be then left at the mercy of that party 
which they had fo often opprefled j the leaders of * 
which they had on a formei^ occaficm brought to 
the fcafFold : and of whofe ariimofity againft them 
they had noW fuch convincing proofs. In ftiorC 
they beheld their rivals rifing upon their ruin> 
and ready to adopt a plan, calculated to exclude 
them for ever^ from any fhare in the govern^ 
mentfc 

■ Thus cif cuAiftanCed the fears of the Hats for 
the fafety of the conftitution muft naturally have 
yielded to their apprehenfions for their own. Ac-^ 
Cordingly many of them became fecretly inclined 
to co-operate with the king in whatever hd Ihbuld 
tindertake ; and fuch of them as had always declared 
themfelves averfe to any mealbres which diredtly^' 
tended td overturn the conftitution, retired frorn 
Stockholm to their country feats 5 there quietly' 
to wait the event. 
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Amoi^tl|€ft iw field marikal count Fetfed, 
^o w« oae of the abkft of the k*der$ of %hc^ 
Hat party, wd who, though a zealous pairtizao of 
the court of Franpc, had bcea ever conMer^ aiS 
warmly attached to the eftablilhed form of go- 
vcriunent. 

The abfen« <^ the count, who n^ Kkewife 
colonel of the guards, wa3 a ckcumftancc is &r. 
TOuraWe to the. views of his majefty, as the moft 
fanguinc <?f his adherents^ could have wiflicA 

After the dcpofmc^ of the feimtc had been m* 
folved on by* the ftates, they jwoceeded to the 
choice of the perfoDs whp were to form the new 
jtdmyiiftration i bu|: from, the mode prcfcribe4 by 
the form of government on thofe occaik>ns, it was 
hf, the po\yer of the court party to create fuch a 
4elay, as the ftate of his mjyefly*s affairs might 
f^ll render neceflary j by which means, together 
^ith the bufinefs of the corpnaJtion, the operations 
of the Diet; were fufpended as long as they judged 
proper. 

In the mean time, the king had aiflembled a corps 
of about one hundred and fifty officers, commanded 
1^ lieutenant colonel SpringxM'ten, under pretence 
of cxercifing them in military manoeuvres; but 
in fa£t to found their difp(^tion$, and: to attach 
thcift to his pcifon. Thfife conftantly attended 
him i by his amiable affability he foon won upon 
their affedions, and infpired thcm^ witlt a zleaL 
to fupport his caufe. 

The ^ilities of this, prince knew how to render! 
the moft cafual circut^ft^ftpes inftremental inptie 
moting his defigns* 
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Tii^re Wai at that jun6ture afi accidental dcartk 
bf corn in the kingdom, ^hich had reduced the 
inhabitants to the grdateft diftrefsi The cOiirt 
party took infinite pains to propagate an opinion 
among the people, that the fcarcity ^z& intirely 
Owing to the negligence of the ftates, in not hair- 
ing provided againft iti by chcoilraging the ini- 
jportation of foreign corn. This was certainly st 
^oundleft charge^ The fad was, the ftates had 
ilfed their utmoft endeavbtirs to relieve the peo- 
piei and had for that pufpbfe fent no inconlider- 
able quantity of corn to the governors of the dif- 
ferent provinces to be difpofed of amohg the inha- 
bitants of their refpfcftive diftrifts. But the king's 
party in order to foment the difcontents which 
feigned in the nation, had the art to prevail upoa 
fuch of the gdvernors as were devoted to his intc- 
irefti to withhold from thofe over whom they 
prefided, the fupply which the Diet had pro- 
tided for theiBi and thus by creating ah artificial 
Vaiitj to add to the diftreffes, which the failure 
df the preceding crops hid already created. No 
mcafure eoiild hate been better calculated to irri- 
tate the people againft the government, and it 
was attended with a fuccefs equal to the policy by 
which it was didtated. Complaihts Werfe echoed 
from every quarter of th^ kingdom, and nothing 
but the fiibmiflivc tempei- of the Swedes tould 
liave prevented an open infurreftion; 

They becanici however, by this means not only 
prepared, but anxioUs for a change of their mas- 
ters j and no means were left untried by the king'^t 
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friends, which could tend to excite them to a 
revolt. 

Perfons were employed in every province, to 
exhort the people to repair to Stockholm, and 
lay their grievances before the throne ; fifnilar at- 
tempts were praftlfed cv^n. in the capital. And 
if it was found difficult to prevail upon them, to 
have recourfe to violence, they were taught, how- 
ever, to behold without concern the fubverfibn of 
their conftitution. 

While his majefty, and thofe who had his con- 
fidence, were thus occupied, an adminiftration was 
at length formed, compofed of the friends of Eng- 
land and Ruffia. The former negociation relative 
to a treaty between Sweden and Great Britain was 
immediately renewed ; and a new one fct on foot 
to lay the foundation of another between Swe- 
den and Ruflia. It might have been expefted 
that at the prefent crifis thefe treaties would 
have been concluded with that expedition which, 
the critical ftate of affairs feemed to render fo 
neceffary. The fame difficulties which had 
formerly prevented their being carried into execu- 
tion were, however, again ftartedj the lofsof the 
million and a half of livres received annually from 
France, and the neceffity of obtaining a fubfidy in 
lieu of them, were ftill inlifted upon as ftrongly as 
ever. The new adminiftration appeared much 
more folicitous to deprive the Hats of every fi^are 
of power, tli^n to adopt the only meafure that 
Qould giyc liability to their own. 

They were without doubt fully convinced of 
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the neceflity of that meafure ; and their true mo- 
tives for throwing obftacles in its way were by no 
means fo juftifiable as the oftenfible reafons they 
gave for their conduft. 

They had early in July received intimations 
from different authorities concerning'the reality 
of the king's defigns againfl: the conftitution, but 
the mode by which thofe defigns were to be car- 
ried into execution \yas not known to them, and 
divers conjeftyres were formed upon that fubjeft. 
Some on this account affefted to difbelieve it ; 
others confidered the different plans they had 
heard of, as imprafticable ; and the greater 
part imagined, that admitting any of them to . 
be attempted, they could with eafe defeat them. 

Such was, at leaft, the various language held 
upon thp occafion. But in faft, fome of the mem- 
bers of the Diet were become fo deplorably cor- 
rupt, that their confent could not be obtained to 
the points neceffary even to their own falvation. 

The lower orders alfo triumphed too much in their 
power of carrying points agaiiift the houfe of no- 
bles i and their appetite for Ihcwing this power, 
which, by the conftitution, belonged to the ma- 
jority of three orders againfl: one, difgufl:ed the 
nobility, and was cf great prejudice. 

It was feen in the affair of depofing the fena- 
tors, that they had lofl; all fenfe of their danger, 
when they refufed to comply with the earned and 
repeated defires of the miniftcrs of thofe powers 
who fupported them : . It was alfo {ttn in the de- 
lay of forming an alliance, on which their very 
ej^iftence depended. They trufted their fafety to 
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the folicicude thofe powers had tt&i^f^d^ to fee 
fuch an alliance concluded; callcfl loudly foi 
means to continue the Diet, while they ncgle<ac4 
to take the fteps neccffary to preferve that form of 
government, by Hfhiph it yf^ cftablifhed and 
upheld, 

A month had thus clapfed in fruitlp(s endea- 
vours on the part of the minifter^ of Great Bri- 
tain and RiiQU tp carry the affair of the treaties 
through the different orders; and the nioment 
drew high which was to decide the f^te of the 
conftitution. 

The apprehenfions of the ruling party were at 
length roufed by an incident, which CQrroboratc4 
too fully the intimations they h^d already receiv- 
ed of defigns againft the ponftitiition^ to allow 
them any longer to remain inadivc. 

Hitherto the king's adherents hafi ufeci fom<; 
caution and.fccrefy in their endeavours to foment 
the^difcontents ^f the people. A libd was now 
fc«/nd ftuck up in the nioft public parts of Stock- 
holm, exciting the inhabitants to an infurredtion. 
The leaders of the Caps immediately tpok the 
alarm ; they affembled and refolved to bring thi§ 
matter before the fecret committee, when fome 
meafures of defence Ihould ^e propofed to guard 
againft furprize. 

But the marfhal of the Diet, who was entirely 
devoted to the king, refufed to let the c6mmittec 
meet upon that day, and thus delayed a ftep ^hich 
could not have b^en ipade with too much expe^ 
^ition. 
However when the conunittec did affen^ble, 
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they brdered a battalion of the regimcht of Up-^ 
land to hold itfelf in readihtfs to march. Colonel 
Springporten, of whom thiey had many reafehs to 
entertain the ftrongeft fufpicions, and df v^hWfe 
continuance at iStockholm, they were very a^pprc-? 
henfive, received likewife orders to repair to Fin- 
land ; nominally for the purpofe of prevcriting a 
tumult there, but in reality to keep him at a dif- 
tance. General Rudbeck, grand governor of 
Stockholm, upon whom the committee had a 
thorough reliance, and who Was likewife one of 
the moft popular men in the kingdom, was dif* 
patched into Scania, to Gottenbourg and Carife- 
rona, to quiet the minds of the inhabitants, atld 
counteraft the manoeuvres of the emidaries of the 
court ; and general Pecklin the ableft and boldeft 
of the leaders of the Caps, was charged with the 
direftion of fuch meafures, as might be neceflJiry 
for the tranquillity of the city during the gover^ 
nor*s abfence. 

The commiflion appointing the general to thiiS 
truft, was fent the fame day to the king, who was 
at one of his country houfes, for his lignaturej 
which his majefly did not then think proper to 
comply with, nor to take any notice of it after- 
wards in the fenate : by which means the general 
was prevented from entering into his office, till 
the king judged it would be too late for him to 
provide effe6hially againft. the attack it was now 
daily cxpcded his majefly would make upon the 
dates. 

The chief difadvantage the adminiftration lay 

vnder upon this occafion, was, that no meafures 
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could be takeo in the fenate without the kmg-s 
knowledge, nor any carried into execution with^ 
out the approbation of the fecret committee; 
this rendered eyery fcheme of defence propofed 
by the ruling party in a great degree dependent; 
on the will of the marlhal of the Diet ; without 
whofe confent that committee could not be aflem- 
bled, and who> as we have already feen, was Itrongly 
attached to the intereft of his majefty. 

The royalifts, however, fcemed highly alarmed 
at the precautions that were taken againft them. 
The king alone appeared unconcerned, and never 
betrayed in his counten^c^ or difcourfe the 
(lighteft agitation of mind. 

He Ifill continued to difguife his intentions in 
a manner that deceived even thofe who had been 
niQft cautioned againft them. 

At this very time he defired an interview with 
the Ruffian rqinifter j he informed him of his in- 
tentions of vijGting the emprefs of Ruffia, imme- 
^iately after the conclufion of the Diet : addino^, 
that he would the following day declare his refo- 
lution to the fenate ; and obtain for this purpoft 
the confent of that committee, which he fo ftort- 
ly intended ftiould have no power either to grant 
or refufe him any requeft. 

The Caps now began to lament that the treaty 
with Great Britain and Ruffia ^yas in no greater 
forwardnefs, and to be thoroughly inclined to ac- 
cede to the propofals of thofe two powers. But 
this change of difpofition came too late. Some 
time muft neceflarily elapfe before fuch a meafure 
could be accomplilhed, and his majefty was too 
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wife not to take advantage of the delay. The king 
now judged himfclf fecure of the major part of 
the officers of thofe regiments which were quarter- 
ed at Stockhohn. But he likewife conceived it 
would be neceflary for him to have no inconfider-- 
able party among the provincial troops. 

This was a point not eafily to be accomplilh- 
cd* The Swedifh army confifts of a nnilitia, 
which is embqdied only at certain times of xhe 
year. It was impoffible to affemble them out of 
the ' ufual courfe without fome oftenfible reafon i 
and if the ftates fhould be before-hand with his 
rnajefly> in giving orders for this purpofe^ and ap- 
point generals in the Cap intereft to command 
^hem, the king forefaw there would be an infur- 
mountabl? obftacle to hjs defign. To prevail 
upon this militia to rife of their own accord in 
order to promote his views; at once to fhake off 
long habits of obedience, and turn their arms. 
ag^infl: thofe from whom they were accuftomed 
to receive commands, was a meafure evidently 
imprafticablg. 

The king's brothers, prince Charles and prince 
Frederic, were at this junfture in the province of 
Scania, and Oftrogothia, where they had refided 
fpme time upon different pretences. 

Their real objeft was to ingratiate themfelves 
with the- officers, the foldiers, ai^d the pepple. 
They praftifed there the fame arts the king had 
employed at Stockholm for fimilar purpofes^, and 
with nearly equal fuccefs. But ftill a pretext was 
If^ranting to affemble the provincial troops. The 
princes had no legal authority over them ; many 
• 6 of 
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(ftf the officers ircre of the Cap party, and it vas 
oot to be enpefted they woi^d pay obedience to 
orders given by thofe who had no right to 
€omn)aiid them. Such obedknce indeed wouldj 
according to the form of government, have been 
conftrued into treafon. It became neccfl^y 
therefore to create a cafe, the exigency of which 
mi^t jiiftify the officers in departing from the 
ftrift line of their diity, Ihould they be induced to 
^cmble their refpeftive corps at the fimple re- 
qocft of the king's brother, without waiting fot^- 
formal orders from the fecret committee. 

A plan had been fome time formed for this 
;il^tirpofc. Among the inferior officers with whom 
tfit king had an opportunity of converfing, there 
Was a captam named Hellichius, who had at^ 
fftfted his notice. Hellichius was poffeflcd of 
^at bold and daring fpirit, which^ when accom^- 
panied by ambition, pmmpts to the moft hazard- 
ous undertakings. He had long afpired after the 
honours of nobility, and was impatient for an 6p-r 
portunity to diftingulfh. himfelt The kmg faw 
into his charafter, and refolved to make him on^ 
rfhis principal inftrumcnts in acpomplilhing hU 
defigns. 

Hellichius was accordingly trufted with the 
fecret of the intended revolution, and inflxufted 
in the part he was to perform in it. Being ccwn- 
i)ciandant of the fortrefs of Chriftianftadt, one of 
the moft important in Sweden, it was fixed, 
that on an appointed day he fhould publifh a 
itianifefto againft the ftates, in which he fhould 
dwell \lpon the diftrefles of the people, the un- 
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fitnrd of deamcft of every neceflkry of Mfti; mi 
^(ttribyte the whol# to foreign lnHoence, and thf 
corruption which rcigftetf in the D;cc. 

He was imniediately afterwards %o ctmt tbt 
troops under his Command to revolt^ to ihm tfac 
gates of fhe fortrffs, and prepare for its dcfenct^ 
At the fame time he was to difpatch an officer to 
prince Chaples, who, tinder pretence of hair]»g 
made his efcape, was to acqua&t the prince widi 
what had happened, and by t^it means enable 
Jiim. to prevail upon the officer* of the neij^- 
bouring regiments to aflemWe their meli^ ^tl4 
put thcq^ifelves under his command, for the oftim- 
lible purpofc of fupprelfing the growing rebetltdn* 
No plan^ could have been better conceived, nOntfi 
could have been more luccefsfuHy executed. 

Helliehius fulfilled his inftru6Hons to the mi- 
nuteft ^icle, and the prince almoft immediately 
appeared at the head of five regiments. 

As thefc troops had thus voluntarily put them* 
felyes under the command of prince Charles, ^wcn 
altogether unacquainted with his real intentions, 
and ignorant of what was going forward atStocl^* 
holm, it was no difficult matter for him to create 
among thpm fuch a difpofition as would be fa- 
vourable to his defigns. Reports were fpread in 
this 'army, that the cOnftitution was indeed in dan-^ 
ger, but not from the quarter whence danger was 
in reality to be apprehended. It was, on the con- 
trary, whifpered that a defign was formed againft 
the king, which perhaps aimed at more than dc- 
^ priving him of his crown ; that it was intended 
to cftabiiih ah ariftocratic form of government^ 
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under the direflion of Ruflia; againft which coun- 
try the Swedes had entertained an ancient anti- 
pathy. Such reports, at that time out of the 
reach <^contradi£tion, could not fail to make im« 
predion. And had the king's attempt at Stock- 
hdUn proved unfuccefsful, the mcafures which the 
ftates might in confequence of it have legally 
purfued, would have been confidered as corrobo- 
rating proofs of the truth of thofe reports. 

Had the fenate then arrefted his majefty, it 
would have been attributed, not to the necef- 
fity he had himfclf laid them under of taking 
that violent ftep, but to a premeditated defign, 
correfponding with that of which they had been 
^cufed. 

Thefe troops therefore thus prepared, and 
headed by the brother of their fovereign, would 
not have befit^ted in fuch a cafe tq have marched 
to his relief.. 

Thus his majefty^ though engaged in an enter- 
prize in whiqh fecrecy was fo requilite, that there 
were not perhaps half a dozen perfons in the 
kingdom privy to it, contrived to guard againft 
every contingency which might happen. 

Happily for the king, the event proved he had 
no need of ainy other fupport than what he de- 
rived from his talents ^nd his popularity. 
. On the fifteenth of iV^guft* general Rudbeck^ 
who in his touf thrQvgh Scania, had attempted 
to vifit the fort;refs, of Cj^rifti^nfladt, and had 
therefore become acquainted with what was going 
forward there, returned fuddenly to Stockholm 
late at night; and the fecret committer being 
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afiemblfed next morning, he informed them of the 
revolt of HellicWus. 

Upon this report the comraittce immediately 
refolvcd, that a battalion- of the regiment of Up- 
land, and another of that of Sudermania, fhould 
be ordered into the city of Stockholm i and that 
the cavalry o( the burghers fhould patrole the 
ftreets every night. 

They likewifc refolvcd that two regiments of 
cavalry fhould immediately inveft the^ fortrcfs of 
Chriftianiftadt i and a deputation was fent to the 
fenate to communicate to them the refolutions 
that had been taken, and to have them carried 
inta execution. * 

. The fenate at the fame time defired the' king 
to remain in town, and difpatchcd two couriers 
to the princes his brothers, to order them to return 
immediately. : - 

Even now that the firft ftep towarda the revo« 
lution had in faft been taken, it would have been 
ftill impoflible, from his majefty's conduct and 
deportment, to have penetrated into his defrgns^ 
had there been no other grounds for fufpefting 
him. 

The furprize he was able to afFtdt at the new^ 
of the revolt ; the concern he fo well counter^- 
feited on the occalion -, and hiis apparent readinefs 
to concur with die fenate in every meafure they 
thought requifite,\not only in order to lupprefs 
the rebellion, but to provide likewife for their 
own fecurity, aflonifhed the few who were not the 
dupes of his behaviour, as much as it deceived the 
many who were. 

When 
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tVken gen€f^ Rudbeck firft ed nii ti ua iiiatfed tib^ 
intelligence to the king, hit majeftj embraNoed 
hiflij cftlled him hit btft friend, andl fb warmly 
eiq>refibd his Obligfations to faim, that the good 
iM general, although one erf* the chte& of the C^ 
ptartyi left Ms migeftjr's prcfoice SraAy perfuadedj 
hot only that he had Hot been privy to the revolt 
in Scania^ but that it was impoj£Ue (he report! 
coukt be true concerning the kii^s dtf^gnt upon 
the conftitution. 

This Was th« mctfe extraordiiteiy, ^ the ^oe- 
ral hdd certainly a long tkne befbto fuipe^edl 
thoie defignS4 

It is probable the king now deferred giving &«f 
final blow to the power of the ftates> only till hd 
had received from prince Charles the news tff bil 
having fuccecfded in aflcfmbling and puttxitg hinih 
felf at the head of a conflddrablc body of dwf 
provincial troops^ in the wtin tknt howevtf hd 
gave a new proof cf his ability in gaining ovef 
to his intereft all he hid an qsportunity of coxi^ 
verfing with. 

The c walry of burghers, who had been dtdere^i 
to patrole the ftrcets> were accompanied by hiS 
rtiajefly in their roundb. The fenate could find 
no pretext to obje€^ m this, as k certaitdy had tin! 
appearance of ooAiihg more than a Uttdable itd 
in his majefty to plrcfennc the tranqtullity of fte 
city. But the king knew how m m^ce nn0(haf 
ufe of it. In the courfe of two liiglftf only, tltt^ 
very perfons wh^n the ftate^ had aronied for dietr 
defence, were, by the alnn^(^ fafcinarir^ poimr hhr 
majefiy poffeffcd, converted uitto ztskm wtSi^ 
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M^ilb^rf! of Us caufe ; ami t;hffy "v^m «$:efvaf4* 
amoi^ the f^ri^iQoft to dedare ;)i<^qpi^lv^ i(i ^i$ 
favow*. 

Whep tke king had r^cive^ prince Charks'$ 
l^er^ wi?h the account of his iKmg at th^ he*d 
of &ve regin^ents^ he inimediatc^ly ft^t it to tht 
icnate^ ^ho laid it before the fecret comrnitt^e* 
In this letter the priac;e expreljeci a ftrong defiro 
to be continued in the command of the troops he 
had aflembled, taking an opportunity at the Ume 
time to declare his inviolable attachment ta 
liberty. The fcnate however refufed, as might 
have been expeftcd, to conaply with his requeft,^ 
^nd appointed one of their own body to comraand 
in the rooxp of the prinpe. 

The critical moment was now come, when de- 
lay far from being any longer neceffary to the 
Ring's defigns, miSft, on the contrary, prove fatal 
to them* 

Only two days had elapfed fince the revolt iti 
Scania was known at Stockholm. We have ken 
how the king employed part of that time in gain- 
ing the cavalry of the burghers i during the re- 
mainder of it his emiffaries were bufy in every 
quarter of the town, talking and treating with 
the foldiers of the guards, and the * artillery* His 

* A private lUcKo^ gftveoa Urn ooeafion^aii iii^««ice 6f 
tA^tf, wkidi deftrva to be recorded^ Tlie night pre^ 
ceding the revolotioaj the king being de&rous of vifiting the 
airfexxal^ went thither, and ordered the ientinel to admit him^ 
l^he latter refufed* Do yon know whp yon are fpeaking to7 
cried the king. Vet^ luifwef^ the fiddier> bnt I likewift. 
kHownqiteyi 
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majefty likevtrife aflcmbled all the officers wha 
were devoted to him ; and attended by theni pia- 
laded through the ftreets, not only for the purpkrfe 
of fhewing himfelf to the people^ but even for 
that of converfing with all who approached him* 
The fenators and others, who were moll con- 
cerned in their confequences, were adveftiifcd of 
thcfe motions ; but fome trufted to the precau- 
tions already refolved upon, and on the point of 
being carried into execution -, while others, and 
much the greater part, intimidated by the king's 
popularity, and the attachment the officers^ • tefti- 
fied to his perfon, were perfuadcd, that if any 
fteps wefe taken towards confining his majefty to 
his palace, or any open declarations were made 
of the ftates diftrufting him, that it would acce- 
lerate the revolution, and bring it oil befdfe the 
regiments they had ordered into town for their 
fafety, and which were then within a day's march, 
could arrive. 

But the fame reafons which prevented the fe- 
nate from adopting any violent itieafure, previous 
to the arrival of thofe regiments, rendered it in- 
cumbent in his majefty to haften with all poffi- 
ble expedition the execution of his plan. 

Should we now give a glance baclc at the ftate 
of affairs in Sweden from the time when En^and 
and Ruffia firft jointly oppofed the influepc^ 
France had acquired there, we muft perceiv^ that 
every defeft and vice in the government had, 
during that period,' arrived at fuU maturity.- The 
principles of corruption, interwoven in the ori- 
ginal frame of the confti^ution, cultivated and 
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|)fefeaed by the pqliey of Fi*ahde, had befoft 
grsidually expanded thcmfel^es. But when other 
powers adopted the fame policy> venality of a 
fuddea roTe to its Utmoft height among the 
Swedes. 

Among the higher ranks of people> thieir attach- 
ment to theconftitutionjOrevento their country was 
abated by the vioknce of parties, and diveit^ed by 
the eagerncfs of gain. Among the lower ranks, the 
ipirit and eharafter of the nation were degraded by 
fervility and an abjeft fubmiffion, as well as the traf- 
fic carried an in the Diets. The contagion of corrup- 
tion had Tpread itfelf from the capital to the moft 
aiftant provinces. That conftitution defigned to 
eftablifh liberty, became, in the hands of thofe 
whom it intrufted with any fliare of power, only 
the inftrument of their obtaining foi^eign gold- 
For the laft nine years the governmieht had con- 
tinually fhifted backwards arid forwards into the 
hands of two different fets of men, of oppofite 
intereftsi purfuing oppofite fyftems, fupported by 
powers inimical to each other ; by turns perfe- 
cuting or perfecuted j who^ ^s ^ach happened to 
gain the fuperiority over their antagonifts, be- 
came foUcitous to revenge former injuries, or 
guarii againft future refentments. 

It was not furprifing if a government fo con- 
dt^ted had loft the rcfpc<5t and confidence of the 
people. 

Should we next confider the policy with which 
the Ifing had turned all thefe circumftances to his 
own advantage I with how much addrefs he had 
fomented the difcontents which had at length bc- 
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gun to prevail among the people -, wit^ how mofcb 
i^lity he had prepared their minds for the change 
he meditated -, how well he had fucceeded kr ex^ 
pofing the venality and corruption of the ftates, 
by a condu£b which had at the fame time gained 
him the love of his fubjdfts -, aiid laftly, when 
we reflect that no nation in Europe entertain 
ft higher veneration for the regal dignity than 
the lower ranks of the Swedes have at all 
times teftified t after taking this view, I fay,, of 
the ftate of affairs in Sweden at the junfture we 
are treating of> it might appear that the king 
ran little or no rifque in endeavouring to over- 
turn at one blow, a fabric defeftive in all its 
parts ; the foundation of which had been long 
fappedi and which, by the depravity of thofe 
whofc intereft it was to defend it, was left dcfti- 
tute of fupport. 

The faft was however otherwife. Tlie eif cum- 
ftances I have enumerated, did indeed operate 
greatly in his favour: but it is likewife to be con- 
fidered.on the other hand, that the king was certain 
of meeting with oppofition from a party which had 
compleatly got the pofleflion of the reins of govern- 
ment; that hehimfelf hadnofhare of the executive 
power, and could not, unknown to the fenate, give 
orders to a fingle company of his own guards with- 
out abreachoftheconftitutionj that the fenate wene 
apprifed of his intentions againft them, had taken 
proper precautions, and that troops, commanded 
by officers warmly attached to the ruling party, 
were within' a few hours marcb of Stockholm. 
Sqcure of the affeftions of the people^ his ma- 

jeft>^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



t ^^ 3 

jckf might perhaps have relied upc^t .their not 
oppofing him » but their ibbmiffive temper like- 
wife precluded him from any expedation, of their 
taking an adive part in his favour. The whole 
therefore turned upon this fingle point, viz, the 
impreffion his firft harangue fhould make upoa 
the foldiers* Shotild they even hefitate to em- 
brace his caule, the tragical cataftrophe of the 
year 1756, in confequfence of an uiidfirtaking 
fimilar to that in which he was embarlwd, imnac- 
diately prefentcd itfelf to his view* 

Thus circumftanccd his Swedilh ito^'^ftyi in 
the morning of the nineteenth of Auguft, de- 
termined to throw off the nlafk, and feize by force 
upon that power which the ftate? had fo.lQng 
abufed, or perifli in the attempt. 

As he was preparing to quit his apartment, 
fome agitation appeared in his countenance ; but 
it did not feem to proceed from any apprehenfions 
for his own fate. Great as this prince's ambition 
is, his humanity is not inferior to it. He dreaded 
left the blood of fome of his fubjefts might be 
Ipilt in confequence of an enterprize, which he 
could not flatter himfelf to'fucceed in without 
having recourfe to violence. 

His whole conduct during that day, as well as 
after the revolution had taken place, juftifies this 
conjedhirel 

A confiderable number of officers, as well as 
other perfons, knowm to be attached to the royal 
caufe, had been fummoned to attend his majefty 
on that morning. Before ten he was on horfe- 
back and vifited the regiment of artillery. As he 
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pdkd duNM^ the fbem he w« itiore than 
ufuftHy ccmrtcous co all he me^ bowmg fimUi- 
arly to the loweft of the people. On the king's 
return to his palace, the dettchment wiwch was 
to maoM guard that day being drawn tip toge* 
ther with diat which was to be rclievec^ his ma- 
jcfly retired with the officers into the guard-room- 
He then addreifi^ them with all that eloquence 
of which he is fo perfcd a mafter ; and after infiv 
nuating to them that his life was in danger, he 
expofed to them in the ftnongeft colours, the 
wretched ftace of ^the kingdom ; the Ihacklcs in 
which it was held by means of foreign gold ; and 
the difleniions and tumbles arifing from the fame 
Caufe, -which had diftra6led the Diet during the 
courfe of fourteen months. He affured them that 
his only defign was to put on end to thefe dilbrders ; 
to barii&corroption, reftore true liberty, and revive 
the ancient luftre of the Swedifh name, which 
had been long tarniflied by a venality as notorious 
as it was diigraceful. Then oflliring them in the 
ftrongeft terms that he difclaimed for ever all ab- 
folute power, or what the Swefles call fovercignty^ 
he concluded with thefe words; ^* I am obliged to 
" defend my own liberty, and that of the king- 
•* dom, againfl: the ariftocracy which reigns. 
^^ Will you be faithful to me as your forefeidicrs 
''^ were to Guftavus Vafa, and Guftavus AdoK 
*^ phuB? I will then rifk my life for your wcl- 
" fare, and that of my country /\ 

The officers, moil of them yoimg men, of 
wjbofe attachment the king had been long fe- 
cwre^ who did not thoroughly perhaps fee into the 
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Aattire of the reqneft his majeftf made tliem, and 
were allowed no time td reflet upom it, immcdi-' 
ateJy confent^d to every thing, and took ait oath 
of fidelity to him. 

Three only refufed- One of thefe,^ Frederic 
Cederftrom, captain of a company of the g^ards^- 
alledged he had aire^y and very lateljr taken an 
oath to be faithful to iht ftate&, and confcquentJy 
cotild not take that which his majefty then ex-; 
a€led of him. Th^ k4ng, looking a* him fterrfiy, 
anfwcred, ^* think of what you are doing." " I 
** do,** replied Cederftrom, *^ and what I think to- 
^ day I fhall think to morrow; and were I ca- 
** pable of breaking tiie oath by whrch I am al- 
^' ready bound to the ftates, I fhould be Kkewifc 
** capable of breaking that your majefty now re- 
** quefts me to take." 

The king then ordered Cederftrom to deliver up 
his fword, and put him in arreft. 

His majefty however, apprehenfive of thd im- 
ptellion which the proper and refolute conduft of 
Cederftrom might make upon the minds of the 
other officers, fhortly afterwards foftened his tone 
of voice, and again addreffing himfelf to Cederf- 
trom, told him, that as a proof of the opinion he 
^entertained of him, and the confidence he placed 
in him, he would return him his fword without 
infifting upon his taking the oath, and would only 
dtefire his attendance that day. Cederftrom con- 
tinued firm J he anfwered, that his majefty could 
place no confidence in him that day, and that he 
begged to be excufed from the fervice. 

While the king was fhut up w|th the officers,, 
U 3 fenator 
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fenator Railing, to whom the command of the 
troops in the town had been given two days be- 
fore, came to the door of the guard-room, and 
was told that he could not be admitted. The fe- 
nator infifted upon being prefent at the diftribu- 
tion of the orders, and f<?nt into the king to de^ 
fire it ; but was anfwcred, he muft go to the fe-* 
nate, where his majefty would fpeak to him. 

The officers then received their orders from 
the king; the firft of which was, that the two re-^ 
^ments of guards and of artillery fhould be im- 
mediately affembled, and that a detachment of 
thirty-fix grenadiers fhould be polled at the door 
of the council chamber, to prevent any of the fe-» 
nators from coming out. 

But before thefe orders could be carried into 
execution, it was neceflary that the king fliould 
take another ftep ; a ftep upon which the whole 
fuccefs of his enterprize was to depend. This was 
to addrefs himfelf to the foldiers^ men wholly 
unacqi^ainted with his defigns, and accuftomcd tp 
pay obedienpe only to the orders of the fenate, 
whom they had been taught to hold in the higheft 
reverence. 

, As his majefly followed by the officers, wa$ 
advancing from the guard-room to the parade 
for this purpofe, fome of them more cautious, or 
perhaps more timid than the reft, became, on a 
fhort refleftion, apprehenfive of the confequdnces 
of the meafure in which they were engaged : they 
began tp exprefs their fears to the king, that un- 
lefs fome perfons of greater weight and influence 
than th^rrtfelves were to take a part iq the f^me 
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caufe, he could hardly hope to fuccecd in his en- 
tcrprize. The king flopped a while, and ap- 
peared to hefitate — The fate of the revolution 
hung upon that moment, ^ ferjeant of the 
guards overheard their difcourfe, and cried 
aloud—*' It (hall fucceed — long live GuJftavus," 
His majefty immediately faid, *' then I will ven- 
" ture" — and ftepping forward to the foldiers, he 
addrefled them in terms nearly fimilar to thofe he 
had made ufe of to the officers, and with the fame 
fuccefs. , They anfwered him with loud acclama- 
tions ; one voice only faid, cio j but it was not 
attended to. 

In the mean time fome of the king's emiflaries 
had fpread a report about the town that the king 
was arretted. This drew the populace to the pa- 
lace in great numbers, where they arrived as hi$ 
majefly had concluded his harangue to the guards. 
They teftified by reiterated fhouts their joy at fee- 
ing him fafe j a joy which promifed the happieft 
conclufion to the bufinefs of the day. 

The fenators were now immediately fecured. 
They had frona the windows of the council-cham- 
ber beheld what was going forward on the parade 
before the palace j and at a lofs to know the 
meaning of the fhouts they heard, were coming 
down to enquire into the caufe of them, when 
thirty grenadiers with their bayonets fixed, in- 
formed them it was his majefly's pleafure they 
fhould continue where they were. They began 
(o talk in a high tone, but were anfwered only by 
having the cjoor fhut and locked upon them. 

The moment the fecret committee h^ard that 
- U 4 th« 
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the Tehate was arrefted,^ they fepar atcd of Hbsia^ 
felyes, eacli individual pr6viding for his OW* 
fafety. The Hi«^ then n^ounting his h<»fe, fot 
to^cd by his officers with their fwords di'awny A 
large body of foWiers, and numbers of the pojpu* 
iace, went to the other quartern of the town, 
Where the foldiers he had ordered to l^ ^embled 
were pofted. He foiuid them all equally willing 
to fuppott his caufe, and take an oath of fidelity 
to hirfr. As he paffcd through the ftreets, ht 
declared to die pe6ple, that he only meant to, 
defend them, an4 fave his cQuhtry; md that if 
they would not confide in him, he wotdd lay 
Sown his fceptre, and furrender up his kingdom* 
So much was the king beloved, that the peoj^ 
(fome of whom even fell down upon their knees) 
With tdafs in their eyes Implored his m^efty not 
to abandOA thein. 

The king proceeded in his courfe, arid in lefi^ 
than an hour made himfelf mafter of all the mfti- 
tary force in Stockholm. 

Powder and ball were diftributed to the foldi- 
ers ; feveral pieces of cannon were drawn from the 
nrfenal, ^nd planted at the palace, the- bridges^ 
an^ other parts a( the, town, but particularly at 
all the avenues leading to it. Soldfers flood over 
thefe with rtiatdhes read^ lighted ; all corfimunica- 
tidn 'with the country was cut off, no one without 
a pafl^ort from the king being allowed to. leave 
^he city. 

• A paper intitled the king's declaration to fa> 
faithful fubjefts was then ftdck up in every ftrect; 
"^hich Wks to the foiloA^ring purpofe ; *' that his 
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^ thafefly thereby exhorted ^11 ifb- fjritKAll •fUvi 
^' jtcte and the inhabitants of this capital* city^ to 
f ' t«mMn tjuiet and t^eftfol ip*6latori of tho 
^ fte]^ and meaftircs wHch nroft be taken f« the 
^' Jpl^fdH'fcti^yn of the publici fectirity, the indc* 
*' pitndeiA^y of the kiiigdom^ and its tmc Hberty i 
^'^felcffe hffe m^fty has been obliged td make ufe 
^' of the power that ftill remained t(b him, to free 
♦'ftirftJbar alid the k^ngdflim from the ariflx>crtitic 
*' gdt*ftfti*nt whfch had How an intention more 
*' than ^vijr tot>pprds all his feithful ftibjefts. 

^ H i^ rh^'efty ^rdfefs alfe, ^ad^^y ^rf ear- 
'^^fttfliy, his feithftil ^abjeSs and the inhabitants 
^ of this citjr^ t6 rert^iri in their houlfes, and to 
^'k^p theif deoi*s jfeut to pl-erent difordersj 
^ %feihg iffifred 1*^ any f>ne high or low whc) 
^fto^ld oppofe his iawfiiHy crowned king> tv 
*' ihmrifl tran%refe his oft^h or dtty as a fobjefl:^ 
^ will %e ptttffftld Ihft^stfttly, or aetorcling to Att 
*^t:ir«Wlftartces5 thd-cfofe l^^trodyis to obey imy 
^ othfer birders lihah thofe l^hiGh Will be given by 
^ his rft^etty, 6n pain of fueh cS^^feqiiences as 
'^^ wotiia follow opori their difloyalty." 

An -officer was likewHc difpatched with ordei^ 
tp the regiments of Upland and Sudermania, 
^hicAi were Wtthin a few houi'^ march of Stock- 
holth, 1!o return to tlwir cjuarters; and that the 
commanding officef, *rho Wis a violent Cap, 
flWrliW inftancly ft^Vc to ^ddtholm. TJiis was 
todCrdtcid without the fmaSfeft difficulty. The 
pfcteSutiofl ^ kiag h«4 fttk^it not to fuflfer any 
pfei%frt Whatfeey^r to <\\M SKdckholm, had necef* 
ftrrJy Itft thtfe ti^ctops ift ^i daik fcfpefting the 
* tranfac- 
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trmCiaions going forward there. The ordcra 
ufcd on this occafion were in the uiual form, and 
conntcrligncd by the fecrctary of ftate ; fo that 
it was impoflible for the commanding officer to 
know whether they had been iflbed by the fccret 
committee or notj confequcntly the moll pru- 
dent ftep he could take was to pay an implicit 
obedience to them. 

An officer, however, who was lent after general 
Peddin, had not the fame fuccefs. The general 
had his pafTport and orders figned by the king 
the day before, to afiemble his own regiment 
and two others. With thcfe he left Stockholm 
before twelve o'clock. Other orders were given 
the fame day to follow him and bring him back* 
The officer who was charged with them, found 
bim fetting out from Sudcr Zelia about twenty 
^i^liih miles from Stockholm; he acquainted 
the general with his errand, who alked him if he 
had any orders in writing; and upon his aniwer* 
ing, no; the general faid his own orders were in 
writing, and he was not obliged to believe every 
one that came to tell him a ftory. The officer 
had no force to ftop him, and thus he got away 
for the prefent* 

Belide the fenators who were confined ip {kpzn 
rate apartments in the palace, general Rudbeck^ 
and all the leaders of the Caps, with many others 
of inferior note, were put under arreft. No one 
attempted to rcfift, to expoftulate, or to efcape i 
and the king, who that morning rofeirom his b^ 
the moft limited prince in Europe, in the Jpacc;of 
two hours rendered himfelf no.lefs ^bf<^ucr at 
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Stockholm/ than the French monarch i$ at VcrV 
failles, or the Grand Seignior at Conftantinople. • 

The Hat party, in the fatisfaftion they felt at 
the downfall of the Caps, feemed to forget that 
what had overthrown their antagonifts, had at 
the fame time deftroycd the conftitution. They 
beheld with a fobli/h exultation, power (hatched 
from the hand3 of their rivals, without reflefldng 
^hat they would themfelves be no gainers by the 
event, but that the king alone was to reap the 
advantage of it. 

The Caps too diftrufting each other, the major 
part of them being ignorant of the full extent of 
the king's defigns, as well as how far the whole 
Jlat party might have entered into them, obeyed 
without murmuring his majefty's orders. Many 
of them, indeed, appeared folicitous to vie with 
the Hats in paying theii' court to the king, and 
exprcffing their fati«fa£bion at what had happened j 
and they feemed for the moft part, lefs concerned 
at having loft their liberty, than anxious to obtaiii 
in lieu of it, a portion of the royal favour. The 
lower rank of people, who were too infignificant 
to be of any party rejoiced at the deftruftion of a 
government in which they had no fhare, and from 
which they derived no advantages. They beheld 
with the higheft fatisfaftion the power of an arifto- 
cracy, from which they had experienced only info- 
lence and oppreffion, transferred into the hands 
of a monarch, who was already matter of their 
^fFcftions, 

Thus without a drop of blood bemg fpilt, a 
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blow ftnidc, or even the QigHt^ft 4ppcataiidc <jf 
tumult or diforderj the inh^itAots of Stockbdbn 
jbrrendered that coaftituttonj wkidi dieir fore- 
iiithcrs had bcqiie^lied to thibm after the death of 
Charks the Xllth» as a buiifark agomft the ^u^ 
turt defpotiim of their fubstt moiiarch$« 

At the cormnencanent Df die r^olutton^ tke 

\amg fent to |he formgn mimfter^ to requ^ft ^bW 

JItttDdance at the p^ace^ When they arrived 

tfacre^ he ackh^ed them in th/sfe wordfit ^^ It is 

*^ for your own fafety, gentlemen, that I disfired 

^ your attendiance here, i ifyoold have been 

^ Jttghly concerned if any thing diiagreeabl^ had 

** happened to you> and the cripcalnds of the 

^ *^ prefent moment, did not allow me to wfumr 

•* for the event. I ihali fey nothing to you c^i- 

^ cemixYg what is going forward ) yuM mvUk 

** have forefeen it long fince, I have been ccfm* 

*' pcHcd tso it, and fe^ be juftified by the cir-^ 

^^ cumftaBccs. But I woidd not kive you renuda 

f^ in ^ moment's ignorance of ooe thing, whkfa I 

** defire yoii will immediately communicate ta 

** youp refpedive courts, that what has h^peaed 

*' does not in any fcapQ change my pacific incli- 

*' nations, and that I flaall carefully cultivate 

^' frien(ilhip and harmony with my neighbour 

^' and alHes." 

The remainder of the day bb majefly employee^ 
in vifitii^ different quarters of the town^ t(> re- 
^:eivc the oaths of the magiftr^tesi, of the coH^es, 
and of the city ndilitia. 

His fuite increafed every moment, the officers 
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of both parties uniting to follow him,^ They ajf 
tied round their left arm a white handkerchief, in, 
imitation of his majefly, who at the commence- 
ment of his enterprise had done fb himfelf, and 
defired his friends to diftinguifti themfelves "by 
that token, from thofe who might not be well- 
wifliers to his caufe. 

The king likewife paffed the whole ni^t in 
going the rounds through the city, during wl^icl^ 
time the troops aifo continued under ^nn^. 

His majcfly, not content with receiving th? 
oaths of all the civil and military officers, wps re^ 
folved if poffible, to adminiller an oath of fideli^ 
ty to the whole body of the people. A iwafure, 
which, confidering the religious difpofitionpf thq: 
lower claflcs of the Swedes, would by no mean^ 
be without its utility. A report of the king's in- 
tention having been fpread over the town, fcveral 
thoufands of the populace affembled on the ^ptHf 
in a large fquare. When the king arrived there, 
a dead fileace prevailed. His noajefty on horfe- 
back, with his Iword drawn, advanced fome pace$ 
before his attendants. He then made to the peo- 
ple a long and pathetic difcourfe, in a voice fc^ 
clear anddiftinA, th^t his auditory loft not a fyl;f 
labic that feU from him. He concluded hif 
itaraogne by declaring that his only intention w^ 
to reftore traaquiJltty to his native country, by 
feppreffing-Kcdntioufoefs, overturning the arift^^ 
cratic form of goYcrnnacnt, reviving the ol^ 
Swedifii liberty, and reftoring the ancient laws of 
Sweden fudh as they i^ere bdbre 1680.—*^ Irc^ 
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^ nouQce now (added he) as I have zlrcz/df^don€ 
** all idea of the abhorred abfolute power, or what 
<* is called fovereigntyj eftccming it now^ as be- 
** fore, my greateft glory to be the firft citizen 
** among a truly free people.^' 

The populace, who had not he^rd their fove- 
reign fpeak Swedifh fince the reign of Charles the 
Xllth, liftcned to the king with all that admira- 
tion which (o unufual an addrefs would naturally 
excite in them. They frequently interrupted him 
with the loudeft acclamations, and many of them 
even ftied tears of joy. The king then read the 
oath he took to the people, and had that likewife 
re^d which the people were to take to him. 

In the mean time the heralds went through th* 
different quarters of the town, to proclaim an af- 
iembly of the ftates for the following day. This 
proclamation contained a threat that if any mem- 
ber of the Diet fhould dare to abfent himfel^ he 
fliould be both confidered and punifhed as a traitor 
to his country. 

While his majefty was fo effeftually accom- 
plifhing his point at Stockholm, he neglected no- 
thing that could infure equal fuccefs to his enter- 
prize in the provinces. The regiments which 
were in full march for the dty, had, as Was before 
mentioned, returned quietly into their quarters. 
The king's brothers were each of them at the 
head of large bodies of troops 5 Hellichius had 
furrendered Chriftianftadt into the hands of Prince 
Charles J prince Frederick had feized upon gene- 
ral Pecklin, who was conHned in the caftle of 
Gripfholm on .account of a manifefto he had drawn 
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tip, of which his miyefty had got a copy 5 and dll 
the orders to the governors of the fortreffes and 
provinces, running exaftly in the form prefcribed 
by the conftitution, thofe orders met with an im- 
plicit obedience from every quarter; fo that all 
things were conduced in the country with as lit- 
tle tumult and oppofition, as had been met with 
at Stockholm. 

It. is true the foldiers and people in the pW- 
vinces were in a great meafure ignorant of what 
had been tranfafted in the city; and the king ve- 
ry prudently refolved that their firft authentic 
intelligence relative to it, (hould not be till after 
the ftates, affembled in Diet, had ratified in the 
moft folemn manner, the change. he had intro- 
duced. 

For this reafon the king had by proclamation 
appointed an affembly of the ftates on the twenty- 
firft, when the 0I4 form of government was' to be 
abolilhed by the ftate? themfelves, and a new one 
was to be produced by his majefty, to which care 
would be taken that they fhould fcarcely venture 
to refufe their affent. 

. A report was for this purpofe induftrioufly pro- 
pagated, that a large body of troops, which the 
king had ordered from Finland, were aftually ; at 
the gates of the city, ancj quarters were' marked, 
out for them in the town, as if this had been ab- 
folutely the fad. This could not fail to intimi- 
date the ftates, and the more fo, as from the cir- 
cuaiftance that no one could pafs through the 
barriers of the town without a paflport from the 
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kin^ it was impoffiblc for thcirt to be hmfbtd 
^ to the truth or falfiiood of this report. 

But his majefty did not flop here. In th* 
morning of the twenty-flrft, a large detachment 
of guards was ordered to take pofieffion of th^ 
fquarc, where the houfe of nobles ftands. The 
palace was 'inverted on all fides with troops> and 
capnon were planted in the court facing the hall 
where tlie ftates were to be aflfertibled* Thefe wcr^ 
not only charged^ but foldi^r^ ftood over them 
with matches ready lighted in their hands. 

The fcveral orders of the ftate were not on this 
pccafion allowed to aflemble themfelves in their 
refpeftive halU, and march from thence in a bodyi 
preceded by their Ipeakers, as was cuftemary j 
but every individual was to make the beft of his 
way to thi? palace, where they all entered without 
pbfervihg any form or ceremony, each being foli- 
citous only to avoid the piinifliment held out to 
thofe who Ihould ^bfent themfelves. It was re- 
marked alfo, tba; the pdarfhal of the Diet entered 
the hall of the ftates Without the ftafF, which was 
the mark of his o/Ece. 

The king being feated oh his throne, furrotmd- 
ed by his guards and a numerous band of offieers^ 
addrefled the ftates in an harangue, wherein he 
painted the excefles, the difbrders and misfortunes 
into which party divlfiotts had plunged the nation^ 
lo the moft glaring colours. He reminded thenfi 
of ail the pains he had tdcen to heal thofe divi- 
fions, and the ingratitude he had met with in re- 
turn. He glanced at the infamy they had incur- 
red 
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ttA from lhc»r »N3hMtd VenOkfi iAd the bafem^ 
f^thtit h^vtag b#to influe^iS^d by fdmgn gotd^ 
fn b#fray f he fitft ih€eFtft$f ^ their cou At^. Thed 
fiopptng fhort in the middle of his difeourfe— *he 
cried out, *^ tf tfect* b6 afty 6he {tfiiong yoU ifeho 
^^ cto dehy What I have advantddj kt him rife 

^ Clrcimtaftaneed ^ fiie aflfefnWy then lRraS> it tm^ 
hot apptxt extratordihary that fto member of it 
yMtttirHAt^f rtpiy t6 the kfa^. There Was howe-^ 
ittt fir ifetteh trtith itk irhat he faid, Aat pcrhapQ 
Ihtofe did ti6t operate left pofwerffilly thatft feSfi 
In prodttdng die EkhCt t^ c*^lervcd on thd 
dtrtafion* ^ 

Whew hfe rtrijctfly hid cortdtedcd, he ordered a , 
fecretary ta read the new fbrWi t^f goverrinierit,- 
whkh he propofed to the ftsttcs foi* their accept-' 
ancc. Though it confifted of fifty-feven articles, 
rt ^11 ht rt^cefl&ry 6nly to^ take notice of four of 
them, t^ giire a compleat idea of the pknitftde of 
hi^ Swecftk m^^t powers at this day. By on<* 
of thefe, his majefty Was* to affemHe and fepjftrat^S 
iht ftateis wHenevef he pleafed. By ariothet, h^ 
was to have the fole dtfpofal of the army, the 
navy, finaAde^, and all employnients civil and mi- 
Btafjr. By a third, though his matjefty did not 
crpeifly daim a power of irtipoling taxes on all 
oceafions, y^ foch as already fubfiffced were to h6 
perpetual^ and in cafe of inValiort 6tpr effing ne<ef^ 
fifyi the king might impofe fonle taxes tiU tho 
itates could be affemblcd. Bat his m^etty wai 
td' be thejudge of this liedeflSty, and we have feen 
th^t themceci'rig of the ftates depended wholly #11 
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histviU ^ndiplcafurc. By a fourth, whca di^ 
were aflemble^^ they were to deliberate upon no- 
thing but what the king thought proper to lay 
before them. 

Thefe articles require no t:oniment^' 
: After the form of government had been.read^ 
the king demanded of the ftates whether they ap- 
proved of it. They made a virtue of necefiity^ 
and anfwered him only by a loud acclamation. It 
was propofed indeed by one member of thq order^ 
of nobles> to limit the contributipns to a certain 
number of years : but the marfhal of the Diet re- 
fufed to put the queftion without; the confent of 
the king ; who expreffed his wilhes that the no- 
bles might have the fame confidence in his pater- 
nal care;, as had been teftified by the other or- 
ders, where no fuch limitation had been pro- 
pofed. 

After this had paffed, the marfhal of the Diet 
and the fpcakers of the other orders, figned the 
form of governments and the ftates took- the 
oath to the king, which his majefty diftated to 
them himfelf. The whole of this extraordinary 
{bene was then concluded in an equally extraordinary 
manner. The king drew a book of pfalms from 
his pocket, and taking off his crown, began fing- 
ing U dfum, in which he was moft devoutly join- 
ed by the whole affembly. This at firft fight 
may appear to border on the farcical ; but his 
Bi^efty certainly did not mean to impofe upon 
the ftates themfelves by' an affected deyotion 5 it 
was bbvioufly upon the people, who are in 
{Sweden of a very religious turn, that the 
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king defigned by this ceremony to make an inl * 
preflion. - * 

The revolution was now completed. The 
princes^ Charles and Frederic had been regularly . 
informed of what pafled at Stockholm, as foon as 
the change in the government had received the 
fanftion of the ftates. Thefe princes affembled 
the officers of the troops under their command, 
and reading the king's letters to them, command- 
ed them to take upon the fpot the oath of fidelity 
to his majefly. No one hefitated to comply with 
the princes orders, when apparently backed by 
the authority of the ftates ; and it is to be pre- 
fumed that thefe officers were not informed with 
cxadnefs of the manner in which the confent of 
the ftates had been obtained on this occafion -, or 
of the true nature of the change the king had 
brought about. 

The princes next haftened with an expedition 
equal to their zeal, into every town of confequence 
in the provinces; where they received in the 
name of the king, the oath of fidelity to his ma- 
jefty, from the inhabitants and the troops. So 
that the revolution which had been efitfted in 
Stockholm in the fpace of .a few hours, was in the 
coiirfe of a few days, without oppofition or mur- 
muring, fubfcribed to throughout the whole 
kingdom. 

The fenators and all thofewho had been.arreft- 
cd, excepting general Pecklin and another general 
officer* in Finland, were now, upon taking the 

• Thefe officers were likewife fet at liberty fomc mcmth* 
afterwards. • 
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oath, fet at liberty ; and the moft profound tran- 
quillity and perfeft unanimity appeared to pre- 
vail among the inhabitants of a country, which 
but a week before was a prey to civil diflfenfipn, 
and all the violence of party animofities. The 
calm which on a ludden fucceeded to fcenes of 
trouble and conftvfion ; the clemency, the wifdom, 
the impartiality difplayed by the king on the 
occafipn J the love the major part of his fubjefts 
bore him, and the admiration in which he was 
held even by ftich as had been moft inclined to 
oppofe him j all contributed to render the change 
he had efFcf^ied acceptable to the bulk of the 
Swedesf ; and to convince the few whb loft by' it, 
how unequal they were to the tafk of ftemming; 
the popular current which ran fo much in favour 
of their monarch. 

Thus all acquiefccd, and the majority^ of the 
nation viewed with pleafure, nay, even grititude, 
the conduft of the king. A condu^ which re- 
ftcdcd equal honour on his fpirit, his abilities, and 
his humanity. Even on the nineteenth inftant, 
in the midft of the pofllbly dangerous, and cer- 
tainly critical and weighty bufinefs in which he 
was engaged^ he furnifhed the moft ftriking proofe 
of that benevolence which peculiarly mariks his 
charader. Nothing could be more amiabfe^ than 
his attention to thofe, even during the hurry and 
buftle of the d^y, who were under any appre- 
henflons for the fate of their friends, whom his 
majefty had caufed to be arretted. He fent par- 
ticular mcfliges to the wives and relations of 
thcfej^ befeeching them to quiet their alarms, and" 
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i^ring them ihzt every one who was confined 
Ihould in a fhort time have his liberty reflored to 
him. General Rudbeck, who was among the 
number of thefe, fent to the king a letter he had 
written to his wife, requefting his majefty's per- 
mif&on to fend it to her. The king with his own 
hand added feveral lines to it, couched in the mofjt 
gracious terms, and intreating her to be under no 
uneafinefs for her hufband, to whom nothing 
would happen but a confinement of a few days. 
He even fent a mel&ge to the children of a poor 
curate^ who had been laid under arreft, to alTure 
them their father would be reflprcd to thepn in a 
fliort time, and that they were to be under no un* 
caiine& on his account. Attentions like thefe, 
at d>e moment when it might have been expefted 
that his majefty's thoughts would have been en- 
tirely abforbed by other mattei^ of fuch high im- 
|>6rtanGe to him, were the ftrongeft indications 
of the goodnefs of his heart : and indeed, during 
the whole of this tranfaftion, the king appeared 
lefs anxious concerning the fuccefs of his enter- 
jH-i^e, than felicitous to prevent any, even the 
meaneil of his fubjcfts, from fuffering the flighteft 
injury. 

Though the treatment the royal family had met 
with at the hands of fome of the leading men un- 
der the late form of government, might poflibly 
have joftified fome degree of retaliation, after die 
king bad compleatly pofiefTed himfelf of the fu* 
preme power i yet his majefty then feemed to 
h^e no refentment to gratify, nor even partialis 
ti^ to biafs him. He appeared te have acquired 
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abfolute power only to difpenfe favo ur s and re- 
wards, not to make his fubjcdts feel the weight 
of his authority. Thofe who had been particu- 
larly inftrumental in promoting his defigns, were 
recompenfed with a generofity that exceeded their 
moft fanguine expe^ations ; but with regard to 
others, of whatever party, they all fhared the 
royal favour alike. Many of the Caps were con- 
tinued in offices of the higheft truft and emolu- 
ment; to which were likewife advanced even 
fome of thofe very perfons who had in the Diet . 
of 1756 trampled with fo much indecency upon 
the rights of the crown, and who had with fo 
much injuftice brought to the fcafFold the friends 
of the late king. By a conduft fo impartial, fo 
noble, he conciliated the minds of all, as much as 
he had before gained the afFeftions of the major \ 
part of his fubjefts. 

One of his firft afts was to^ abolilh the horrid 
praftice of putting criminals to the torture ; of 
which we have feen that the extraordinary courts 
of juftice ufed frequently to furnifh inftances. 
The king likewife iffued a proclamation to for- 
bid the ufe of thofe names which diftinguifhed the 
different parties, into which the Swedes had been 
fo long divided, and which had brought fo many 
misfortunes on their country ; a prohibition the 
more likely to be produftive of beneficial efFeds, 
as the king himfelf firft fet the example of fhew- 
ing that he confidered fuch diftinftions as now sl% 
an end. 

Shortly after the ftates had confented to the 

cftablifliment of the new form of government, they 
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were again aflfembled j when they refolved to ad- 
drek the king, to thank him for having rilked the' 
fafety of his perfon in order to deliver the kingdom 
from anarchy and confufion. The houfe of noble^ 
ordered a medal to be ftruck in cammemoration 
of the event, to the expence of which the three 
other orders requefted they might be • allowed to 
contribute. On the 9th 6f September following, 
the Diet was clofed ; when his majefty acquainted 
the ftates he Ihould call a meeting of them in 
fix years. 

The difiniflion of the ftates was all that was 
wanting to put the finilhing ftroke to the bufinefs 
he had fo happily atchieved. 

The marflial of the Diet and the fpeakers of 
other orders, in their harangues on this oc- 
cafion, were not content with beftowing the high- 
eft encomiums on the king^ but condemned them- 
felves in a manner which rendered them truly 
ridiculous. 

Nor could there be a more ample juftification 
of the king's conduft than what yras publiihed by 
the ftates themfelves, in an a6t called, the reces 
of the Diet. They there declare, that " an, ancient 
>' divifion in the nation had brokeit thofe ties 
^^ which ftiould unite fellow-fubjefts in confidence 
" and mutual love. Often did his majefty in his 
'" gracious harangues endeavour to reconcile the 
/^ divifions whifh fubfifted among his fubjefts, 
." and to reftore union, concord, and a patriotic 
" zeal, the foundation of the happinefs and the 
^\ ftrength of free nations : but our generous 
.^^ monarch, who perceived with regret, that his 
^ : ' X4 IVbenevolent 
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^^ beneydtnt cn^ocrcmr miift prom ab6rtivc, m 
^ loDg^ as ^ Iftws were not fixed, a$ loDg as thtrb 
^' wjvi uo balaaoe ef powtr in the goTtmmc&t, wA 
^^ that liberty was daily abured; u length amiBed 
^ in the midfi: of the tempeft a moment of calm, 
** to give us time to rcflcft more maturely upoo 
^^ our iituation, and upon that of our ootmtry^ 

^^ It Would be unneceflary to repeat here the 
'^ change which took place in the government of 
^ the kingdqm^ when the Swedes confidered the 
^' royal power as too dangerous, and that wt ra» 
^* ther feared than loved him who reined. A 
** long and painful eicperience has cpnviiKed u^ 
'^ that the fundamental laws have often uhdei^jone 
*' changes, forced conftrwftions, and improper rc- 
^ ftriftions i that ufurpations have been made-up* 
^' on the royal power, the reiult of which was, in-* 
^* numerable diforders. That the execution of &e 
•^ laws wasoftenentrufted to thofe very peribiMr who 
^* were the authors of them. That the corn:^)don of 
^' morals being bec(xne general, the laws had loii: 
*^ the refpeft, and the judges the obedience which 
*' were due to them. That foreign views influenced 
** the national deliberations. That the fmJs of dif^ 
*^ cord were carefully cultivated in a foil already 
** prepared to produce an abundant crop. That ha- 
" tred and vengeance appeared in public perfecu- 
** tions. That ambition and envy had caufed 
^^ difcontents, troubles, and even the fliedding of 
^* blood. That an amendment of the conftitution 
•' was indifpenfably neceflary to fupporta tottering 
** edifice. That the public fafety rendered new 
^* laws neceflary J in fhort, that the yoke of fcl* 
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^ k>w«cUusai«j at aU times mfup^ortablej had 
*^ H^e^^hed 4af^n a people who ought to . have ap%» 
*' plied thcmfclvcs whoily lo regain ti^eir ancient 
" fti«n^ and fplendowj by the recoyeiy <rf true 
^^ Ijribfartyi •Dnder a king ^ho made the kws the 
" jfi^e of hi^conda^a*: . 

*« This was rc^ed.to be the work of <m 
^Vdear kiogi the magnammous Gti^avusthc Illd. 
«^ And it l^ill be his immortal glory> that with 
<^ the ^Ufiftance of Prwideaa, by his own inttse^ 
** pidity, and the courage and patriotic love <^ 
<< their royd kighne£(^s the princes Chaiies and 
** Frederick> he has favcd the kiugdoMj which 
<< wat on the brhdt of deftru&ton«. We ndcnow^ 
*^ ledge and rtrei^ the intrepidity and clemency 
« of tmrkaiig. We blfi£i the great work accom^ 
^^ pliihed by a king t>beditnt M the kws> v^ 
^^ withoM faeit|g oodopcSicd to tt;^ has atigured def^ 
^^pblSlfm^ by anewoathy and a new a0brance. 
*^ WiCrpcjFQcawe=tibe ancient liberty and faffety of the 
^^ Swcdea confirmed an a aewfofm of governmeirt^ 
'* Ivfaich wo fiar otirfelvcs, as well a$ for our de- 
" fceride«s hAvt accepted, app»?oved c^, and con- 
^ firmed hf oath the twe^ty-firij: of Auguft of this 
^* year » and which wanjtimateiy accept, approve 
^* ofi and SO^firTOi as if it was infertcd here word 
" jfor word. By this mpans Sweden has obtained 
'^ a true kipg^o fill her throne, and aU the inha* 
** bimnts of the ftate may at prefeot without 
5^ WKysny leave the adminiftration in the hands tif ^ 
^ kiog» i;o whom it belongs to govern and topre- 
" ferve- it ; who is king not for his own private 
*^ adva&t^ge^ but for that of his f\ibjeds; and 
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^ who places his grcatcft glory, in mgni% over 
" an independent people, and in being the fkfi: 
** citizen of a free focicty." - * • ^ 

Such was the language now held by the ftates, 
who but a few weeks before, were accuitomed to 
fet, without ceremony, the king^s fignature to re- 
folutions, pafled in direft oppofition to his- will. 
And fuch was the final conclulidn of a revolution, 
by which on the one hand, the king reftored the 
crown of Sweden to its ancient rig^€s^^* and by 
which, on the other,- he baniflied from the king- 
dom foreign -corruption, foreign infliience^ and 
party diffentions. 

I have endeavour^ in the former part of diis 
work, by giving a fuccinft view of: fuch parts of 
the Swediih hiftory ^s tended to illuftrate the na- 
tional charafter and genius of the Swedes, to ihew 
^* how far they were capable of being a free people. 
I have alfo endeavoured to point out the defefts 
of the late Swedifh form of government, and the 
abfurd and Corrupt condu<5k of thofe who admi- 
niftered it. In the firft, we perceive the founda- 
tion of thofe revolutions to which Sweden has at 
all times been fubjeft, as well as of that, which 
fo lately happened. In the latter, we are enabled 
to trace out the particular caiifes of the iextraordi- 
nary facility with which the prefent king of Swe- 
den accompliflied the deftruAion of the conftitu- 
tion he has aboliflied. It were, perhaps, unne- 
treffary therefore to add here any comments upon 
the tranfaftion I have defcribed. My <Aje£t was 
to enable the reader to make them for himfelf. 

I ftiall only obfcrve that this -revolotion ftir- 
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rulhes us with a ftrijkmgj' and I m^y a4d a.iffefu) 
inftancc> of the fatal effcfts of corruption; for 
even in Great Britain corrupjtio© hfi5 had its ad-^ 
vocates. Iffhews, that to' reftrain. too much the 
power of the crown, or to tieny ta the lower or-, 
ders of the pepple a due Ihare 6f the advantages 
to te derived from a free cohftituti^rt, are equally 
dangerous to/liberty. l It proves, that to dilguft 
the riition with the popular branches of the jegit 
lature, aad to create in then> a diftruft of their 
reprefentatives, is to undermine the government. 
And laftly, the fuddennefs arid f^^ilfty with which 
this revolution was accomplifced, ihould teach . at 
free people never to truft too much to the^opin^o^ 
they may have been accuftdmed to entartdn, fe^ 
ipefting the fecurity of their liberties, nor to .in- 
dulge themfelves in the idea 'that ho danger, is 
near, becaufe no danger is apparent. 

With regard to the king of Sweden, I fhall 
only remark, that if it were ever juftifiable in a 
jiionarch to overturn the conftitution of his coun- 
try, it was fo in the prefent inftance. 

In faft, he only deprived his fubjefts bf a form 
of government, in its own nature incapable of 
being well adminiftered, to give them another, 
which may, and as long as he reigns, certainly 
will be fo. Not to hiention the allurements of 
power to a young and ambitious mind i allure- 
ments that operated the more on account of the 
irkfomenefs of the fituation in which the miftaken 
policy of the Swedes had placed their fojrereigns i 
the influence foreign powers had acquired in the 
government -, the vices and defefts of that 5 and 
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the abiiidoned venality of tKofe urbo lieM the 
teins <^iti |)eriuip& joftifiedM much his ma^tRft 
ateempt <m the om faand> as the ufe he has fince 
made of Ms pQiver^ has^ on the c^her, {»x>ved 
him irordij of Hhe fiiecefi which attouled him. 

If he deftroyed die coflfticutionj he preferred 
the independence c£ his country. A conftitudoa 
whtch had long aniweitd no other pnrpofe^ 
but that of rendering Swe^n fobfendem to the 
"Hews oi its ambiticus neighbours^ or pretended 
£riends. 

In ihort^ Ihould his SwcMlifli miyefty ccmdnue 
(0 r^gn as he has hitherto donr^ we ifaaU fee the 
i^nJh of my lord Bolingbrcdce acccm^lifhed. 
^ We (haU behold a king> the moft popi|lar man 
^in his country; and a patriot king at the head 
** of a umted pec^lc." 
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A P P EN D I X. 

'fhc Speeches of the pf cfbnt King o( Swedett, 

"ProQi the Tknef of bis Aoc^toii to Aci HufOlie, till . . 
die dofing of the Biit ijfi. 

s ... 

Wit;h fomc othcj? Pieqe$ relative to theRevoIution. 



The KINGTt SPEECH at the opening of the 
Diet on tie ajth of June, 177 1. 

EVERY thing at this mdment, even the place I 
fill, recalls to me, as well as you, our great and 
common Ids^ When the ftates of the kingdom 
cjofed theft- laft affenably, they beheld here tt 
tender and beloved father, a receded and nter* 
cifiil king, flirrounded" by affeftionate fubjefts ; 
and his three f<>nsj who contended with each 
other for the advantage of giving him the ftrong^ 
eft proofs of their veneration and love. You 
now hchold;^ inftead of that ptealingly affefting 
iight, three, orphans overcome with grief, who mix 
the^r t^ars with yours, and whofe wounds bleed 
afrefc at. the fight of thofe that pierce your 
hearts. 

The nobleft reward of a good king, is the 
love, of his fubje<5ts. The tears you fhed are 
the, mqft gjoriousi monument that qan be raffed 
to his memory. To iiie„ they are an incentive 
t(^ virtue; an encouragement todeferve, after the 
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example of a father fo fincercly lamented, yoirf 
love and confidence, Ijy clemency and goodnefs. 

I lifted ^t here niention to you the changes 
that have happened in the government fince your 
laft, a0eipbly« -You will be iufficiently informed 
of them by the papers that will be laid before you. 
My ahfence 'pitevented mfc from cfFeding any 
thing for the good- of ^hc -public. However, if we 
now enjoy tha happinefs of feeing peace flourifh 
at home and aT)road, a good underftanding pre- 
ferved, and .confidence well eftablifhed with our 
neighbours, and the ancient allies of the kingdom, 
th&y are. the fcuits of the prudence and wifdom of 
thofe who haVe had the care of tthe adminiftra- 
tion, apd to whom I now wifh to give this public 
teftimony of my gratitude. I jxeed fay nothing 
refpefting the objea you now meet upon. You 
know what the great change which has happened 
in the ftate requires of you. You are apprized 
of your rights, and it is that you might aflert them 
that you are here affembled. To that purpofe I 
wifh you the bleffing of the Almighty, that peace 
and unanimity may prefide over your counfels, 
and prepare a happy iflue to them. 

Born and educated among you, I learned frbm 
my early youth to love my country ; to confider 
it as my greateft happinefs that I was a Swede i 
as my greateft glory, that I was the firft citizen 
of a free people. All my wifhes will be atcom- 
plifhed if the refolutions that you are about to 
take, , contribute to fecure the welfare, the glory, 
and independence of the kingdom. To fee this, 
nation happy is my firft objefti to govern a free 
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and independent people, the height of my ambi- 
tion. Do not fuppofe thefe are vain words, con- 
tradicted perhaps hy die fecret .feiitirpents of my 
mind. ,They are the ^trye . pi<^Hre. qf a heart 
glowing with tlie moft ardent love for glory, 
and fpr my country. 'A lieart, top honeft tq 
di6tate^,what it does not; feel, ^tooprquiji ever, to re- 
cede frjpm .an- engagement. I have^feen various 
countries, an4 I have endeayopred to acquaint, 
rtyfelf with their manners, thqir government, the 
advantag/es and ,4i^dvantag^s attOKlipg.the fitu- 
ationo/th^ people. . , . ,/ 

. I: hjave. obfcrved, that U is ne;kher^ abfolute 
powcr^l luxiiryi magnificjencQ or treasures amafled 
by toa fcrupulous.Gecpnotny,.which make the fub* 
jcfts happy i but unanimity, and theloise of their 
country. It is then in yoiir own power to l?e 
the happieft nation on the globe. May this 
Diet be jeyer diftinguifhed in our annals for hay- 
ing iacrificed every private view, all perfonal 
jealouiies and animofities, to the great intereft of 
the public i On my part^ I (hall contribute in whatr 
ever depends on me, to reconcile your divided 
opinions, to re-unite your hearts, alienated now 
from one another, fo that this aflembly may, with 
the blefling of the Almighty, be the a^ra of the 
felicity of this Jcingdom. 
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The ICING'S ANSWER w the Deputies 6f 
the NobiHty, the loth of J^ne 1771, 

TH E forrour expreffcd bf die noKIiQropens a 
wound in my bofom, tfxat time can never pcr- 
fUSdf hed. The tears with which the people hare 
badwd the tomb offer good a kmg, encom^ 
me to fbflow his example. The welfare of did 
king is fo dofajrconrtefted with that ofi*e coun- 
try and of the nobility, that you ought to 5e af^ 
fiif ed 1 fhai negleft nothhig which may contfiWutt 
ite yoUr happm^. B*y fifft ^tttehtioif ffialJ be to 
fiipport the faiws and liberties of my peopfe^^ i^ 
prepare io llrengtAen and aogtnent their uftSon^ 
Dfefeinded ftom a SWecClh gentleman, who^ merit- 
ed the crowit for having exrfnginSied tfce fire of 
cRfcohl, And deFiver^ his coantry fix>ni fbrtigd 
ifKttins, I d»nk I cannot hold hh fcep&ie by a ho* 
bier tewre, ncr give ftrbnger p^fr of the 
reftitudc of my inttntiohs, rtian by folte#hlg hh 
fteps. * 
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The KING'S ADDRESS to the fenatc 
aflemblcd the 28th of November 177 !• 

TH E melancholy profpeft now before tis^ 
which threatens an unhappy divifion in the 
ftate, cannot, gentlemen, have efcaped your pene- 
tration and zealous attention to ferve me and your 
country. Experience fhews to what a height hatre<l 
^nd civil difcord rnay be carried, particularly in 
a free country i and of what fatal confequences 
they are to the kingdom. Strongly imprqffed 
with thefe confiderations, I declared to the ftatcs 
at the opening of the Diet, that my firft care 
fhould be to re-unite their hearts, and fubdue 
thofe animofities which had fo long difturbed the 
kingdom, under my two auguft predeceflbrs. My 
confcience is the furefl: warrant of the truth of my 
fentiments, and what has pafled in the courfe of 
this Diet, and is known to all Sweden, will bear 
an unequivocal teftimony that my actions hava 
been conformable to what I then promifed* 

But the more pains I have taken to obtain 
this falutary point, the more am I concerned to 
perceive that the divifions of the two parties 
have changed into a more dangerous diffenfion ; 
I mean, a divifion among the orders themfelves. 
I can no longer doubt it ; I cannot even be fup- 
pofed ignorant of it, fince an authentic memo- 
rial, with the fanftion of the orders of the ftate^ 
has informed the kingdom of their difagreement. 
But without feeking for remote caufes, I need 
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only confult my heart, which fufficiently tells mc 
the dangers of my country, and I confult it at 
^liis moment. If my birth and duty had not iii- 
diffbluWy connefted my happinefs with that of 
the ftatc, if I did not confider it as the higheft 
^honour to reign over a free and independent peo- 
^plc, I Ihould remain a quiet fpe6^ator of the event, 
or fecure to myfelf in future, a more fplendid fitu- 
ation, at the expence of your liberty. My heart 
' is not fuiceptible of fuch fentiments. T volunta- 
rily promifed my people to be the guardian of 
' their liberties ; and as long as providence allows 
me to hold this fceptre, I will be fo ; it is in 
' confequence of this intention, gentlemen, that I 
' find myfelf obliged to make you the depofita- 
"ries of my uneafinefs. I do not wilh'to inter- 
fere with the deliberations of the ftates, hxxt. I 
think it as much your duty as mine to prevent 

• the confequences that the turbulence of inflanfcd 
fpirits tnay occafion on all fides, which may have 

" fatal cffefts, and prove deftruftive to the liberty 

' of the ftate. I have refolved to fend for the four 

orators of the ftates, to reprefent to them the din- 

• gers of our prefcnt fitUation : the bufinels of the 
Diet almoft at a ftand; my afluranoss poftponed ; 
the time of my coroTiatron,*\vhieh I had' fixed for 
the !24th of laft Sfeptember, 'ftill trndeteirmincd. 

• How many feeds of diflfenfion hourly fcoot up, 
and what uneafinefs fnuft the kingdom foel in 

"contemplating thefe events! Nothing can be 
''more interefting to us all. Our countty ftknds in 
/need of a fpeedy fuccour, which It ban'ftfceiVe 
' only from me and the ftates. AH Tltteah to 

fay 



Digitized by 



Google 



[ 3^3 1' 
-lay will, I hope, be conducive to their weU-be-* 
ing, and the fupport of the laws, I am their 
king, a child of the ftate ; who in confidera- 
tion either of n^y rights or my duty, do not 
belong .more to bne^ order than another ,• and 
confcquently am attached to all with the 
fame degree of tendemefs. Such, gentlemen, is 
th« refolution I wifhed to communicate to you, 
conformably to the laws of the kingdom. But 
I am ftill more induced to it, by the opinion I 
vhave of your abilities, and your concern for your 
country's good. 

The JCING's SPEECH to the marfhal of 
the Diet, and the speakers of the different 
orders, the 28th of November, 1771% 

IT is. now almoft three months fince I informed 
the.ftates, by an extraft from the regifters of 
the fenate, of my wifh to have the ceremony of 
my confecration performed, in order to lay at the 
feet of the Eternal, the crown of my anceftors; 
which he has been pleafed to place on my 
head. I have ever fince expefted in filetice an 
.anfwer from the ftates ; but the moft unexpeded 
events have fince happened, whofe fatal confe- 
quences give me the greateft uneafinefs. I fhould 
not think I fulfilled properly not only the duties 
of a king, but even thofe of a citizen, the ftrong- 
eft and moft facred I ever contracted fince my 
birth, if I calmly beheld the preferit frtuation of 
public affairs^, 
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From the moment in which, by the will of 
providence, I found myfelf unexpededly placed on 
the throne, by the moft melancholy and unex- 
pe£fced event -, my conftant care has been to reftore 
harmony to my divided kingdom. My aftions 
are known to all, and by them you may judge of 
the reditude of my intentions. With thefe in- 
tentions I received the ftates at the opening of 
the Diet. I faid I would endeavour all in my 
power to conciliate their differences, and re-unite 
their hearts alienated from each other. I certainly 
did not expeft to find before the clofe of the 
Diet, the fpirit of party break out in altercations, 
the moft deftruftive to liberty and the nation. 

I confider the ftates too highly^ and have too 
much refpeft for the laws, to interfere in their 
deliberations. Far be fuch a thought from my 
mind. But when the danger is evident and pref- 
fing, ta remain a paffive fpeftator of it, would 
be criminal. It would be but a bad proof of 
attachment to my country, or love for my fellow- 
citizens, to look on with indifference at events 
that may lead them to the edge of a precipice. 
Penetrated with thefe fentiments, I thought it 
my duty to fend to you the marlhal of the Diet, 
and the three other fpeakers, to impart to you my 
uneafenefs at the unhappy differences that now 
fubfift among the four orders, which jointly com- 
pofe the ftates of the kingdom. I can no longer 
be ignorant of thefe differences, fince they have 
appeared properly authenticated in print 5 which 
has excited attention as much abroad, as in the in- 
terior parts of the kingdom. 

If 
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If my intentions were lefs pure, Icfs upright, 
lefs innocent ; if my heart was not iixipreffed with 
the ftrongeft love for my country, for it& prt)f- 
perity, its independence, liberty, glory, and hap- 
pinefs, I might have calmly waited for events; 
and after the example of other kings my prede- 
ceflbrs, feized an opportunity of profiting by their 
divifions, at the expence of the laws and liberty. 
But when I firft faluted the ftates as their king, 
I contrafted an engagement with them, the more 
facred as it was a free one ; an engagement too 
foleqan to permit me ever to forget the duty which 
my honour, and ftill more, my feelings require 
of me. I know that kings of this country have 
been unfortunate enough not to have been al- 
ways confidered as tender fathers formed to 
unite the hearts of their children, but as foreign 
powers with whom they were to capitulate. But 
I feel myfelf aduated by fo fmcere a zeal for my 
country, fo difengaged from all perfonal intereft, 
or any views relative to my perfonal interfeft, 
that I hope to eftablifh that reciprocal confidence 
between the king and his fubjeds, which pafl: 
times have too much contributed to deftroy. 

It is with thofe intentions which I this morn- 
ing communicated to the fenate, that I have re 
quefted your attendance, in order to reprefent to 
the ftates in the ftrongeft manner, the fatal confe- 
quences they, as well as the kingdom in general, 
have to fear, if they do not in time prevent them ; 
and if they do not put a ftop to thofe fhocking 
difiigreements, at this time moft particularly fo, 
wh^*n a general want of money renders the conti- 
Y 3 nuation 
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nuation of a Diet very burthcnfome ; when a 
bad harvcft gives us caufe to fear famine, the 
plague, or fome contagious diforder. All thefe 
calamities which threaten us at once, require 
fpeedy remedies, mature deliberations, animated 
and vigorous refolutions. 

Happy in being able to contribute my fhare, I 
offer myfelf as a bond of concord between the 
ftates, my dear fellow-citizens, and fubjefts. I leave 
it to them to determine how and in what man- 
ner they chufe to make ufe of my good intentions. 
They may with fo much the more confidence in- 
truft to me that falutary work, as I have already 
declared to them, and I declare it again in pre- 
fence of their orators, that, fatisfied with the 
claims they altow me, I alk nothing for myfelf. 
I am the only perfon in the kingdom who, born a 
child of the ftate, do not belong in particular to 
any one order ; who love them all equally^ and 
.whofe fate being ftrongly connefted with the 
true intereft of tjhe ftate, am confequently the 
only impartial perfon in this delicate bufineis, I 
wifti to lay all thefe confiderations before the 
ftates, to whom I requeft the marftial of the Di- 
et, and the other orators, may give an account of 
this declaration. 
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T;he KING'S ADDRESS to the States aflcnv. 
bkd the 2ift of Augufl:> 1772. 

Finetrated with the moft lively grief at the 
fight of the fituation in which I naw behold 
ray country, I find myfclf obliged to expofe the 
truthi in the ftrongefl: light. The kingdom being 
now on the verge of ruin, you ought not to be 
furprized if I do not receive you at prefcnt with 
the fame expreflions of joy, as my heaf t ufed to 
diftate when you approached the throne. I can- 
not reproach myfelf with having concealed any 
thing from you. I twice addreflfcd you with all the 
truth my fituation required, with all the franknefs 
honour infpires. The fame franknefs will now 
direct my words in theneceflary retrolped of paft, 
in order to remedy prefent evils. 

It is a mournful, but generally acknowledged^ 
truth, that hatred and civil difcord have diftrafted 
the kingdom. 

For a long time the nation has been a prey tQ 
the dilTentions that have in a manner divided it into 
two diftinft fets of people, united only in injuring 
their country. You know that this divifion has 
produced hatred; hatred, revenge; revenge, per- 
fecution ; and perfecution, new revolutions. 

Thofe agitations occafioned by a few ambitious 

men have fliook the kingdom. Both parties have 

fhed rivers of blood, and the people have beca 

the unfortunate vidims of their difagreement ; in 
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which they were no otherwifc intercftcd, than in 
being the firft to feel the unhappy confequences 
of it. The only intention of their leaders, was, 
to ftrengthen their own power. Every thing was 
made fubfervient to that point, often at the ex- 
pence of the citizens, and always to the injury of 
the kingdom. 

When the fpirit of the law has been evident, 
they have fbi;ced the letter of it to their own pur- 
pofes ; when it abfolutely condemned their pro- 
ceedings, it was broke through. Nothing, was 
held facrcd by a multitude urged on by hatred 
and revenge. In Ihort, confufion was pulhed fo 
far, that it became a generally received opinion 
that plurality of voices was above law, and they 
acknowledged no other rule of condud but theie 
arbitrary proceedings. 

Thus it was that liberty, the noblcft right of 
humanity, was transformed into a defpotic ari-^. 
ftocracy in the hands of the ruling party; 
which was itfclf overborne in its turn, and go-, 
verned by a few. The approach of a new Diet, 
occafioned a general confternation. Far from 
confidering the means of conducing propei;ly the- 
affairs of the kingdom, they were folely employ- 
ed in getting over numbers to their party, in or- 
der to preferve thcmfelves from the culpable au-» 
dacity and violence of the other. If the internal 
fituation of the kingdom was perilous, how hu- 
miliating rinuft it have been abroad ? I am afliamed 
to fpeak of it. Born a Swede, and King of Sweden, 
it was almofl; impoflible for me to fuppofe that 
foreign views fhould govcjrn Swcdifh men i much 
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kfs that fuch an influence Ihould be obtained^ by 
the vileil and bafeil means; means odious to 
every Swedifh citizen. You underftand what I 

. mean, though my delicacy wifhes to throw a veil 
over the ignominy into which your diflcntions 
have plunged the ftate. 

Such was the fituation in which I found Sweden, 
when by the decrees of Providence I received the 
Swedifh fceptre. You yourfelves know that I 

* Jpared no pains to bring about a reconciliation. 
When I addreflfed you from the throne as well on 
this as on other occafions, I always recommiended 
unanimity, and obedience to the laws. I have fa- 
criliced both my private interejft, and that of my - 
ftation ; I have rcfufed no engagement, no ftep 
however painful, that might produce fo falutary 
an efFed, for the national good. Whoever can 
contradid this truth let him boldly do it. 

I expeftcd my endeavours would have freed you 
from the chailis, that foreign gold, mutual hatred , 
and licentioufnefs had forged for you ; and that 
the example of other nations would be a terrifying 
warning to you. All has been in vain. You 
have been feduced partly by your chiefs, partly 
by your private animofities. All reftraints haye 
been throwa afide, all agreements broken 
through, 

Licentioufnefs has overleapt all bounds, and 
has been the more ungovernable as it had been for * 
a time reprefs'd. The moft virtuous, worthy and 
diftinguifhed citizens have been facrificed i ve- 
nerable minifters, degraded j whole zeal and 
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BdtHijjf haw bei^n ;vt all times acknowledged, 
Whok bodi^St of magiftrat^s drpofed* Yes^ the 
^eW peoglii ha^ been crushed ;, the populsu: 
voky iilmcedi their c;omplaint& confidereci a$. 
fo^iitiousri; iniihort thcdc liberty bowed, do wa un- 
der the ariftocratic yoke. The Alpnighty has ma- 
nifciled hk aitgen at the injuftice ^ thofe who 
had iifurpcd dominion. The earth has dofed her 
vtotniy and refufes her gifts. Want, mifery, 
calamities, of all forts have oppreffed the country. 
Far from feekingt a remedy when I firft urged you 
to k> you then appeared more particularly deter- 
mined to gratify your private feelings^ than, to 
relieve your conftituents. When neceflity drove 
y^u at laft to take the means of relieving the (ink- 
ing nacion, the remedy cajne almoft too late. 

In this manner has a year paifed, during a mofl: 
cxpenfive diet,, in which nothing has been done 
for the kingdom. All my remonftrances having 
been ufelefs, and my care without efFed s pene- 
trated with grief for the fate of my dear country, 
I have waited in filence to fee what the nation 
would think of the conduft of their, deputies to- 
wards them and me. One part of the nation bore 
the yoke with fighs and murmuring, but with 
fubmiflSon, not knowing how to obtain redrels, 
nor how to fave their country. In another part ol 
the kingdom they were reduced to defpair. They 
took arms. In this fituation the ftate, true liber- 
ty, and public fafety being in the moft imminent 
danger (not to mention that which threatened my 
own life) I had i^ other refource than to adopt> 
with the affiftancc of the Almighty, thofe means 
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tRat hare deJivetcd dfher Ibr^i^e rtationsi and lat- 
terly Sweden herieff under the Banners of Gufe- 
vtiS' Vafit. God has ble^ my undertaking f my 
people have been once more animated with fiich 
a^zcai for the good of their cbuntry, as oncefiHed 
the hearts^ of Engelbrecght and Guftafrus' Ericfon. 
Aft Ka» fticceeded to- my wilh, and I have fitved^ 
itiy&lf and the kingdom, without any of the citi-* 
2iens haviiig fuftained thefeUl injury. 

You^ are deceived if you fuppofe I intend aiiff 
thing prejudicial to your laws and Hbenics. I 
prottHfcdto govern a free people. A promife the 
more facred as it was voluntary. What I amn6w» 
sbovLt will not moke me bueafc a refolution, which 
•was not founded on neceffity, birt my intern^ 
convidion. I am far from wifting to deftrpy 
liberty. I mean only to abolilh Kcentioufncfsi 
to fubftitute for the lawlefs and arbitrary proceed- 
ings which have for fome time tyrannized over 
the kingdom, a wife and well regidated form of 
government J fuch as the ancient Swediih laws 
prefcribe, and to govern as my great predecefifor^ 
have governed it. 

The only end I have propofed to myfelf in all I 
have done, is to eftablilh true liberty; it is this 
alone, my dear fubjefts, which can render you 
happy. I fhali eftablilh it by your fafety under the 
laws } by the fecurity of ycwr property, by the en- 
couragement of induftryrby the prefervation of 
good order in the town and country; by the moft 
attentive care to augment general opulence, and 
to enable you to enjoy it in peace and tranquil 
2 ' lity i 
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Ktyi and finally by promoting true piety without 
hj^pocrify, and without fupcrftition. 

All this cannot be accomplifhed, if the king- 
dom be not governed by an invariable law, the 
letter of which cannot be forqed : by a law which 
binds not only the king, but the ftates ; which 
can neither be abolifhed nor changed without the 
free confent of both ; which allows a king, zeal- 
ous for the good of his country, to confult with, 
the ftates, without their confidering him as an ob- 
jeft of terror j and which laftly unites the king 
and ftates in one como^on intereft, the good ^ 
the kii^gdom. 

The law which is to. bind me, as well as you, 
is that which is now going to be read to you. 

You will eafUy perceive by what I have faid to 
you, that far from haviqg any private views, my 
whole objeft is, the good of the kingdom. If I 
hav^ been forced to (hew, you the truth in its 
ftrongeft light, I have not done it from motives 
of refentment, but wholly frqm a regard for your 
true welfare. I nowife doubt but that you will 
receive this with gratitude ; and that you will 
concur with me in placing upon a folid and invar 
riable foundation the edifice of public h^pinefs, 
and of true liberty. 

lUuftrious and immortal kings have borne the 
fccptre which I hold in my hands. It would be 
more than prefumption in me to compare myfelf 
to them. But I emulate them all in zeal and 
love for my people. 

/, If you have the fame regard for your country, 
I hope the Swedifh name will recover the confe- 
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qiience and glory which it had acquired in the 
days of our anceftors. 

The Almighty, from whom no ftcrets are hid- 
den, fees at this inftant the fentiments of my heart: 
may he deign to grant his gracq and blcfling to 
your councils and to your decifions ! 



The KING'S SPEECH to the States on 
the 25th of Auguft 1772. 

IT is with the utmoft gratitucte towards the 
Almighty, that I adidrefs you this day with 
that ancient confidence and Swediih candour, prac- 
tifed in the time of my anceftors.' V 

After fo many troubles, affer haying been h 
divided in fentiment; we ' hare at length but one 
bbjeft, the good of the kingdom. It is now t^me 
to put an end to a Diet which has already lafted 
fourteen months. On this account I have brought 
the propofitions I have to make to you into as 
narrow a compafs arpoflible. 

The wants of the ftate are confidcrablc. On 
my part, oeconomy fhall not be wanting. What 
you (hall grant to me fliall be employed only to 
your own adv^tage. 



Th« 
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TJjc KING/s SPEECH to the States on 
clofing the JDiet the 9th of September 1772* 

1*^^ terminating this aflembly of thc^ftates of the 
kingdom, Which will certainly be one of the 
moft memorable of any that have diftinguifh^ 
rcd xxw annals^J feci myfelf j)eQ«tfat(Bd with Ae 
moft lively latitude towards the. Almighty, who 
has deigned to protedt our country, and diflipate 
-« itohn i^ch :thmMn^ ^ftru dbio^> mot [ofiy to 
fAc Hfaerty of the iiihg]2^it«ni$, ^m tp theoifeJNre^^ 

Hrhis iKct isegan, ^ isiouf nkig for the k& s£s2l 
goodking and a hohrrcd fadttr. >&>uriddltber4(iQOs 
<*rcfeiiitem^drifeydifcocd.apd parity (hatfi^ It 
oADiildfeemrthatf wv!^eme \taddi&g^cM^^i&n^ 
2che mkfoi!tiines nv^^faich opprefl€ii'<oiir tdn^xfton, 
ttoisrrive at ithcir idtaK>ft:height,diiiQrder':tbie bet- 
litcrto-^Ytnoe tthelhwigth. of )hi;il»miin ?the«e- 
^markafakchjtngerwhich hoajuft Jiiket\:fhoc. 

This happy revolution haw5> uiwJer $berj<^ie^i|fl^ 

fiSf proitidcaccs>iappl«d en immodiftte^rfim^dy.® all 

itke evils, 'Which iave Jiarraffled ^Jlii^gdoaxfer 

c^pwiurds of :a century. A naftpn/feafor^ xfirf^hf 

dTflfefttions, it has rendered a.umft»l,Jree»4>QW^- 

ful, and independent people, zealous for their 

country's good. It is thus circumftanced that 

the government of the kingdom pafles from your 

hands into mine. Liberty is confirmed i the laws 

are fixed ; concord is rdftored. 

You can eifily conceive the tender fentimenti 
2wkh which I behold you this day ai&mbled before 
the throne. 

The 



Digitized by 



Google 



?t S35 1] 

Ttfe few tkys^tkeit have pafied'fiiicfc this gi>0at 
^dmnge has t^ken place, '^h4ve^ftirnifh6d*mc with the 
fureft proofs of your affeftion, and <if your entitle 
confi<fence in ttie. I have feen th6fe viftues, thofe 
^great qualities, by which your ancd^ors heneui^l 
the ^ge k ^Wfeich they lived> fpring ^fdrth ^to^ 
in your heirt)s,and ihew themfetvts in your ac- 
-tiofts. They hid only Iain ,<lorrnant in yWlr 
hearts ; ^^the prefent conjunftibn has caHed t*etti 
forth. i '- 

That*1tourage, that atttachmerit- towards^ their 
king and country, which on^e diftinguifhed the 
Swedifh nobles, have been revived, and have fup- 
ported me -by the inoft vigordus exertions. The 
fubmiflioh of the clergy to the decrees of provi- 
dence, their ^eal f(5r the glory of God, their obe- 
dience to fuperiors, their love of concord, and of 
the public good, hive re-appeared. Be attentive 
to infpire your ablcnt brethren with the fame {en-^ 
timents. The zeal of the order of burghers for 
the commerce of the kingdom, has been mani- 
fefted, tince they have acquired a juft fenfe of 
their true intereft aftd real profperity. The re- 
ipeft of the order of peaftnts for God and the 
government, has WieWn itfelf fully, as from the 
time they were left to themfelves, they have con- 
fulted only that l6ve for their country, which has 
"at aJr times charaaerized the Swedilh people. 

I fep^fate myfelf tlierefore from you at, this 

day,' With a heart filled with gratitude and joy, 

^ ^'Aftcr you have concurred with me to re-eftablifh 

ijpon the moft folid foundations the ancient Swediih 

liberty i after you have regulated a form of go- 
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vemment which favours it; after being tmited to 
me by the ftrongeft ties, you may hope for times 
siDore fortunate. 

I afiiire you I fhall fet no bounds to my 
cares, and attention to merit the confidence you 
place in me. And if by mutual union, by oeco- 
nomy and moderation, you fecond my labours for 
the welfare of the kingdom, its aggrandizement 
will be certain -^ and I fhall fee my hopes fulfilled 
of receiving you after fix years, as a faithful, hap- 
py, united, free, and independent people. 



The SPEECH of the MARSHAL of the DIET/ 
on the fame occafion. 

IT was with the purefl: joy, and moft profound 
veneration, that on the opening of the Diet, 
the nobles teftified to your majefly in this place, 
their fubmiffion, their zeal, and their evcrlafting 
fidelity. It is with a fatisfaftion as pure and in- 
expreflible, that at the foot of the throne, they 
this day reiterate to your majefty an aflurance of 
thofe fentiments which they have ever tefl:ified, 
and fliall ever preferve towards the facred perfon 
of fo honoured and fo beloved a king. 

During this Diet the nobles have given the 
ftrongeft proofs of the regard they pay to jrour 
majefly's rights, well knowing that the Swedilh 
nobility, if feparated from the interefts of the 
throne, might likewife bring themfelves to forget 
their duty to their country, what they owed to 

their 
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ttcir own body, and to their poftcrity. They 
have therefore concurred with your majefly in eve- 
ry means which your patriotifiii and enlightened 
zeal had pointed out as proper to be adopted in 
order to relieve the nation and to eftablifli its in- 
dependence. 

It only remains for us, at the conclufion of 
this affembly, to form the moft ardent vows for 
the, prefervation of your majefty ; that the happi* 
nefs of youi: fubjcfts may continue as long as your 
precious life; and that the nobles may cpntribute 
hereafter to the ftrength and glory of this fortu-^ 
nate reign; 

SPEAKER of the CLERGY'S SPEECH^ 

WHEN; ill obedierice to yotlr majefty's or- 
ders, the reprefentatives of the clergy 
aflembled themfelveii before the throne, for the 
laft time during this Diet; their hearts are filled 
with fiich fentiments of veneration, of zeal, and of 
gratitude, as lio rtidrtal tongue; mudi lefs mine, 
can adequately exprefs. 

if this Diet forms an epocha the moft memo-^ 
rlblc of any in the Swedifh hiftory, every think* 
irig being rliuft perceive in it the hand of the Al- 
tt^ighty, tod contemplate with holy veneration the 
grfeat defign^ of Providence. 

Every government is marked by the ftamp of 
hiiman weaknefs, that of being imperfedb, incon- 
ftant, and variables they hav« th^ir beginning 
their growth, and their cnd^ 
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In the ikme manner that an Ihdividtral by aft 
irregular life, may himfelf abridge his days j a 
jicople may alfo, by abafing their freedom, contri- 
bute to its deftruftion. 

Happy the people who in fuch a change can 
preferve liberty, the foul of civil fociety !— ^Hap- 
py the Swedifh people, who can behold your ma- 
jtfty as the inftrument in the h*ids of the Lord^^ 
to deliver the liberty of Si;^eii 'from what had 
debafed and degraded it ! Happy the ftatcs of 
Sweden, VHich, notwithftanding iuch a change, 
nhay with'ihe fame fecurity and freedoiti take leave 
of a king, as gracious as when they firft beheld 
him ! 

Ever memorable aflfemWy ! chirii^ which the 
ftates converted the tears that a juft grief caufed 
them to fhed over the tomb of a much regretted 
monarch, into tears of joy, flpwing. at tfre 
foot of the throne of a king born among usj 
who has fulfilled much fooner than could have 
i>een expeded, the great hopes which his country 
had formed of him, from the moment' of hU 
birth. 

The ftates do not now fepara^ without feeing 
the crown recover aif on hi^ h^ad'its an^ifnt iplenr 
dour i after the clouds that had been collefted lay 
the vicKfitudes of tiMe to darken its. luftre> ha4 
been fo wifely difperfcd by yoQr majeftyj jwit 
Vith the viblent:e of a ftorm, but by<thegeiMieft 
rays of bounty, fparklii^ {k>ai thfeirro^cftiifl 
fource. * , ^.„. 

The clergy deem Aemfelves h^Pf^y ia ^^^lH^B 
fi^ti witneffes to fo Ottraordinary an event ; the ^ 
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iddomplrfhmcnt of which providence had rcicnreci 
for your majeftyi arid by which the Almighty 
has refolved to pour his grace and ntcity upon 
this affiided kingdom, by making your majefty 
inftrumental in bringing a remedy to thofe great 
evils it laboured under, before they had had timd 
entirely to corrupt and deftrjoy it. 

Bleffed be. your majefty, who fo often en4ea- 
voured to reftore peace, tranquillity, and union, 
to minds fo agitated and divided ! 

May God grant that Difcord be by this means 
fo totally vanquifhed, that Ihe fhall never agairi 
dare to appear in Sweden, and draw upon us de* 
fcrved ptinilhments from God ! 

Blefled may your majefly be ifi all you ftill 
.meditate, in order to complete the great work be- 
gan in the name of the Lord, that of reftoring 
tranquillity to the kingdom, of delivering and ex- 
alting it ; fo that your majefty Ihall not facrifice 
yourfelf in vain, for a people whofe love and fide- 
lity are fallen to you as an inheritance along with 
the crown. 

The deputies of the clergy feparate from each 
other this day, rejoicing at what they have feen 
accomplilhed by the Lord* They will haften to 
Ipread among their brethren and their congrega- 
tions, the praifes of God and of the king. They 
will proclaim it in the kingdom^ that your ma- 
jefty has not only offered, but in reality expofed 
your facred perfon in order to be the blefled bond 
of union among your fubjefts. 

They will encourage the citizen, bending be- 
neath diQ weight of mifery, with the gentle hope 

Z2 of 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



[ J4<5 ] 
cf better times. A hope which has Mvet bc^ai 
Jfo well foundai as at p-efent, when the great Giif- 
tavus has added to the lift of his royal titles, that 
of firft citizen of a free people. They will be 
continually at the feet of the heavenly father, of<« 
fering the moft ardent prayers for your ma- 
jefty, that you may never want that ftrength ' 
which God infpires, to enable you to wear for a 
length of years that crown which your ma^e&j, 
by your extreme love for your country, has 
rendered more weighty than when you firft 
received it. Yes, with the grace of God, they 
will take every care to contribute to your ma- 
jefty*s fatisfaftion in the execution of their func- 
tions j knowing that by fo doing they fulfil the 
will of their heavenly mafter, and promote tfat 
good of his church. 

SPEECH of the SPEAKER of the BURGHERS. 

THE order of burghers lay at the foot of 
your majefty's throne, their veneration and 
latitude, at the clofe of a Diet fo happily con- 
cluded. 

During this afiembly of the ftates, the moment 
has arrived, from which the happinefs and inde- 
pendence of the kingdom of Sweden, may date a 
new epocha. 

From the time of your majefty's acceflion to the 
crown, you have continually ftrengthened the 
foundations of government. 

Your regard for the welfare of your fubjedb, 
your ardent defu-c to contribute to the happinefs 
5 o( 
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of your kingdom, and to follow without obftacle 
the glorious example of your anceftors, have> tOr 
gether with wifdom, guid^ the ftcp$ of your mar- 

jefly in the road to glory 5 and the love of your 
iubje6ts fetures as much as their oath and their 
duty, your majcfty*^ power and au^hofjty^ 

Your great qualities, yoyr ^proved virtues, 
and ycHir figaal love for your country, would rcn^ 
der all form of government unneceffary. . But your 
majefly ha§ yrifely cQnfidered tinies tq coipCi an4 
the kingdoip e3q)c6):s, undey the fcepter of Vafa, 
the height of felicity. 

May the Almighty render yo^r majefly's reign 

' long and happy ; may we rej^ ?h^ fruits of peace ; 
and may liberty, that moft precious right of pian- 
]pnd, be affifted and protefted by the laws, under 

- your miajefty's fcepter. May licentioufnels be for 
?ver buried, and virtue regain her empire. May 
union and mutual concord, point to the true in- 
tcrefts of the kingdom, and fuftain its dignity an4 
ancient fplendour. May difcord be for ever ba- 
fdlhed from the hearts of the Swedes 5 obedience 
contribute to the obje&s of good laws; induftry 
and diligence render the fubjefts happy; their 
prolperity become the firft pleafure of your ma- 
jefly; and the welfare of the kingdom your 
greateft glory I 
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SPEECH of the SPEAKER of the ORDER 
of PEASANTS. 

AT the clofe of this Diet, as long in its dura^ 
tion, as happy in its conclulion, when the 
order of peafants approach the throne, they recol- 
left with the higheli veneration, that it is by the 
tender and zealous cares of your majefty, that th© 
kingdom has hten faved, when even on the brink; 
of deftrudion ; that a ballance of power, which 
has beei> hitherto wanting to the form of govcm- 
pnent has been eftablilhed, and that the ancient 
$wedi{h liberty and independence have been rc-f 
ftored. Events which furpaffed the hopes of the 
Swedes, as much a§ they Jiave ^ftoniflie4 JEy-? 
rope. 

I want words to exprefs the very humble vo-» 
ncratibn and the zealous attachment toward^ 
y6ur majefty, which the order of peafants, and 
their abfent brethren entertain. ' 

The peafants believe they fulfil the defircs 
of the abfent, in humbly laying at the foot- of 
the throne, fincere Swediftx hearts, as a pof- 
feflion to which your majefty from a love of 
youf country, has acquired the jufteft title. 

The chains which galled free citizens, having 
Ibeen broken ; the rights and ancient fecurity 
of the Swedes re-eftabliflied ; and the foundation 
of the ftrength of the kingdom laid in fuch a 
manner, that Sweden may hereafter recover her 
ancient jglpry and iplendour; a new epocha 

commences 



Digitized by 



Google 



[ 343 ] 
commences from this day, which will anhnate Ac 
induftrious, though hitherto opprefled machanic i 
which will render profperous manufadhircs, before 
fallen into decay j and which will incline every 
fubjedt to rdpeft the government, to love hii 
country, and obey the laws. 



MANIFESTO of CAPTAIN HELLI- 
CHIUS, Commandant in the City of 
Chriftianftadt. 

IN order to inform you of the intention of the 
meafures which have been taken, to put this 
town and fortrefs into a ftate of defence, and to 
eftablifli a fufficient guard in them, this mani- 
fefto is to declare that it is only on account of 
certain perfons having by violence and ftratagem, 
at the expence of the laws and citizens, dared to 
take upon themfelves moft unjuftifiably the name 
of ** grates of the kingdom of Sweden}" th« 
they have excrcifed the moft abfolute authority, 
have deviated from the laws and limits of juftice, 
?nd have baiiifhed integrity from all their anions, 
and favoured foreign views.. AH which plainly 
evinces that they have takeij no precautions to 
prevent the want of corn, and the mifery that 
Dppreffes and afflifts the greateft part of the king- 
dom, nor have they thought of any remedy, or 
any means or refource for the fecurity of com- 
merce, and the circiilatipn of money. All our 
bulwarks are neglefted, The ruin of the king- 
doni muft foo^ have followed, Pyblic ^nd pri- 
vate 
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irate fafety were fo far loft, that the reputation, 
honour, and property, of the citizens, had no 
defence. The moft violent attempts have been 
made againft the juft and ligitimate power of the 
Jclngj all obedience, indeed, to his majefty has 
been laid afide, on all occafions. 

From thefe confiderations it was, that the mi- 
litary power of this town and fortrefs, fuppofed 
fhat liich a mode of governing tended to unlimit- 
ed poweri which each of you by virtue of your 
oaths and engagements, are bound to rejeft and 
prevent. On this. account the garrifon rdfufe de- 
ference and obedience to thfc pretended ftates, and 
confider and' declare all the^ have done to be null 
and void : and as the moft efficacious remedy iq 
the general diforder, they are refolvcd to perfift 
with firnihefs in the refolution they have taken, 
not to lay down their arms till their views^ arc; 
fulFy anfwered. 

The work, my brave Swedes, is at laft begim^ 
Remember what you owe your king and country ? 
Ihew your zeal in your feveral ftations: let us 
have but or^e intereft. It is the only way to fave 
the kingdom from a ftiameful downfall, and per- 
haps a foreign yoke j which if not yet quite cer- 
tain, we have the ftrongeft rcafon to apprehend. 
We proteft before God, in the face of the world, 
that our intention^ are pure, and free from any hid7 
den dcfign. They only tend to the good of the 
country, and are to anfwer no other purpofe, than 
to give to Godj what belongs to God.i and tothp. 
king, what belongs to the king. 
, At Chriftianftadt this ift of Auguft, 1772.* 

^ The 
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The KING'S ORDINANCE relating to the 
Faftions that have troubled his Dominions. 

OtJ R cares for your general union, having 
had, by. the powerful protedion and blef- 
fing of God, fuoh happy fuccefs, that the ftatcs 
of the kingdom have un^imoufly received, and 
confirmed by o^th, a new form of government, 
by which the fafcty of the fubjeft. is cftablifticd in 
;the moft folemA manner, and which has at the 
fame time put an end to all caufes of difcord and 
divifion j we have rocMn to hope, with good foun- 
dation, that from this moment the ancient fpirit 
of party, which had divided and torn the nation, 
has intirely difappeared; and we Ihall no longer 
behold the father oppofed to the fon, the brother 
to the brother, and every family a prey to the 
moft fatal divifions, difgracing themfelves by 
fuch aftions, contrary to all the laws and ordi- 
nances of God, as afflifted all good people, who 
could hardly conceive that fuch corrupt morals 
could prevail in a chriftian country. 

To accomplifti with the greater expedition our 
defigns and hopes, we think ourfelves obliged to 
give warning and order, that no reproach Ihall be 
infcrtcd in any writing, that might give offencp 
to the diflferent parties that have heretofore pre- 
vailed I and that the contemptuous names which 
have ferved till now to diftinguifti them, be never 
again employed in the odious fenfe in which they 
were accuftomed to be ufed. 

The 
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iThc confidence with which the fidelity of our 
fubjefts infpircs us, gives us hopes that what has 
been faid and ordered with refpedt to.thofe writ- 
ings, and public diicourles, will out of zeal and 
love for the quiet and tranquillity of their coun- 
try, be equally obferved in private converfetions ; 
fo that the laws and manners may equally coin- 
cide to the fame purpofe, and rend^ the Swedifh 
{>eopie a nation happily united in their veneration 
for God, their obedience and love for their coun- 
try, and in the pradicc of all the Ibcial virtue^. / 

Given at the caftle o{ Stockholm, thie 24th lof 
Auguft, 1772. 

GUSTAVUS* 

Jean De Hblanp, 
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The KING'S LETTER to Prince CHAKLfeS, 

Gus*AVt/s by the Grace of GoA, King oiT Sweden, 
Sec. to the Serfcne Prince our T^efi-belOved and 
dear Brother Charies, Herfeditary JPrincc of 
Sweden, greeting i 

. SERENE Frince, bur well-beldVed iarid dcdt 
Brother 5 

WE «e infonned by your royd highnefi^ 
letterof the a4thof this mo^th, of what 
we already had fofeifeeft, that e^^in Hellichitu 
had, .upon the flrft fummons of your royal high* 
nels, given up the fortrefs of Chriftianftadt, df 
which he had for fi>me time been poflclTed. It 
has been proved to the public that he has nOt be^a 
feditamis,; that this brave officer revolted only 
againft licentioufnefs and party rage, but not in 
any fort againft us, or againft the country. 

We nartie ottly him, as l^e was at the head of 
the enterprize. We Ihall, Jipwever, always ten- 
derly remember tjiofe who aflifted-liim, either 
fuch as belonged to the' garrifon, or any others. 
They all rlfk'd their lives, uncertain of fuccefs ; 
they did not fear even tortures or the moft igno^ 
minious puniihments. True glory braves them 
all. God kniW thteir hdarts, that they were for 
us, and for their country. Their vows were ac- 
compliflied. True liberty is once more eftablilh- 
cd. Oppreffion, pcrfecution, and all foreign 
views, have difappeared j and we have recovered 
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the royal autKority, Under which the kingdorff 
might date its moft glorious times. The more 
j)rovidential this revolution, the more are we in- 
clined to declare to captain Hellichius, and to 
thofe who have alfifted him^ or obeyed his 
orders, our gtlacious acknowledgements, and the 
pleafure that their courage, firmnjcfj, and loyal 
conduft, gave us. No one can teftify It to them 
in a more honourable way than your royal high- 
iiefsi whofe ftriking example c^love for us, and 
our country, is the fubjeft of their veneration; 
On which account it is we give this commiflion to 
3rour royal highnefs ; afluring you at the fame time 
of our royal favour, and brotherly affedion, and 
.recommending you to the holy care of the 
Almighty. 

From the caftle of Stockholm, tkt lith of 
Auguft, 177 2, 

GUSTAVUS* 



Charles CARLSRiOLdriT 
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